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We will be doing an in depth study of 1 Corinthians 13. This is a beautiful chapter and, yet, it is beautifully brutal. As I read it I continue to have the Holy Spirit convict me of areas of my life where I fall short of what God would have for me to be in His church and I trust that will happen for all of us. 
As we embrace the ministry of love, I encourage you to pray, “Lord, would You help me to be more interested in having a ministry of love to others than of being ministered to with love from others.” Love is always outward and always giving. It is not saying, “How much can I receive,” and that will change how we interact because as we listen to this series study God is teaching us, we will either say, “Yeah, people are not loving me in this way in the church,” and we will get more and more disgruntled with it, or we will say, “Yes, this is a vision for how God would have me to minister love to other people.” Our whole perspective will change everything about the way we experience God's Word and one another. I trust and pray, and I ask you to pray with me over this series, that God would do a sweet work in our church. I believe this is needed. I believe God will be glorified as He does that. This is a personal passage.

This is a beautiful piece of prose and it is almost like poetry and a song and, yet, it is so powerful and potent. Indeed, it is even brutal in some ways to us as we read it.

The Way of Love

 1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging 
cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have 
all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I 
deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.


4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own 
way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears 
all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it 
will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will 
pass away. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I 
became a man, I gave up childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I 
know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.

13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.
Love is the sum of the Christian faith. That is to say, if we add everything up that is involved in the life of the Christian who seeks to glorify God, love would be the total. Love is the greatest virtue that adorns the life of a worshipper. It is the sweetest expression of our worship to God. Love is the closest reflection of God in the life of a man or a woman. Love is the foundation upon which every other Christian virtue rests. 
We cannot overstate the place of love in our pursuit of a godly, worshipping life. Jesus was asked, 


Matthew 22:36 …a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the 
Law?” 37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. 
After identifying love as the greatest commandment upon which our soul must focus if we are to glorify God and if we are to enjoy Him, Jesus adds these words,

40 “On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”
I believe He is speaking not just of The Ten Commandments, but He is speaking of the entirety of Scripture. He is saying, “If you read Scripture from cover to cover, everything rests upon those two commandments. Everything you will ever read in the Bible rests upon those two commandments.” Jesus teaches us the measure we use to evaluate whether our life is pleasing to God, whether it is worshipping God, whether it is glorifying God that measure is love:

Do I truly love God with all my heart, soul, mind, and strength and do I really love my neighbor, particularly my Christian neighbor? The person who has been adopted into God’s family, along with me, so that they are now my brother and sister, do I live them as much as much as I love myself? Everything I read in Scripture depends upon my pursuit of that. If I do not pursue that it does not really matter what else I am pursuing by way of application in Scripture because this is the virtue upon which every other virtue rests. It is the act of obedience upon which every other act of obedience rests. 

If we do not see God’s call to love, as we read our Bible, we read our Bible amiss for God's Word points us to this command, this duty, in everyplace. The Apostle Paul urges the young pastor Timothy to reject false teaching and false doctrine. He urges other elders away from myths that attack the Gospel. In 1 Timothy 1, Paul says to this young pastor,

5 But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.

Paul is telling Timothy that when he gets up to preach a message or to teach a Sunday school class he needs to understand this is the one goal he has at the end of the class. The goal of every lesson, every message, every sermon he preaches is a love from a pure heart, love from a good conscience, and love from a sincere faith. Indeed, love is the sum of the Christian faith.

We need constant reminder of this because we tend to set love off on somewhat of a periphery of our focus and the periphery of our priorities and the periphery of our thinking. 

If I were to ask, in a personal conversation, “Tell me, how was your walk with God this past week?” What thoughts would first come to mind? How do you measure the health of your walk, of your life with God? For some, it may be, “Well, this week was pretty good. I was in the Word almost everyday. I had a good prayer time.” Others may think, “Well, it was pretty good because I had several opportunities to witness. I was involved in Christian ministry this week.” Others may think in terms of the defeat or the success in overcoming specific temptations, “This week my walk was not good because of temptations I gave into,” or “It was really good because I fought them off and I did not give into those temptations that often plague my soul.” How was your walk this past week?

We have a number of thoughts that roll through our soul as we consider the question of our status with relationship to God. But, the most basic measure of our walk with God, the most fundamental measure of our worship of God, relates to love. When we consider, “How was my walk with God this week,” our first consideration rightly centers on love. It is right for us to say, “Let me think. Have I really been loving God this week with all my heart, with all my soul, and with all my mind? Have I really been loving God?” It is not, “Have I been opening His Bible and checking it off of the list?” It is not, “Have I been involved in Christian service?” It is not, “Has God even used me in powerful ways?” It is not even, “Have I maintained moral purity?” As important as those things are, by the way, the first, fundamental, foundational thought is: How am I doing in relationship to loving God? The next thought that comes right on the heels of this thought is: How am I doing in relationship to loving other people? Have I really given myself to loving other people this week? If we are not sure and confident in answering, “Yes, I have had a great week in loving God and enjoying Him and His people, even those who are hard to love, I have had a great week of being able to express God’s grace and God’s goodness to people in a sacrificial way.” If we cannot say that then we have to say our walk with God has been terrible, regardless of whatever else has been right. Love is the indispensible ingredient to every act of worship. 
We are right, of course, to think about our Bible reading and our prayer life, but only in the sense that our listening to God and our talking with God reveals our love for Him. We are right to think about our witnessing for Jesus, but only in the sense that our bold witness reveals a love for Him. We are right to think about our obedience to God’s moral commands, but only in the sense that moral purity leads us to the love and the enjoyment of God. We are right to think of our involvement with our local church, but only in the sense that our participation in the body of Christ leads us to really love each other, even people who are hard to love. 

Without Bible reading, prayer, witness, obedience, and church commitment we cannot say we love God and that is to be sure, yet one danger to our spiritual life is that we would do all of these things, and more, without a heart-motivation of a love for God and then we think we are okay. That is the disaster of legalism. 

So, how is your walk with God? Love is the measure.

This is Paul’s driving message for us as we consider our text,


1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 
2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as 
to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body 
to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.
Before we look at these verses specifically, we need to consider the context because this is really important. Paul is writing to a church with many troubles. This is a church he founded and then helped to grow. He spent eighteen months in Corinth and he deeply cares for this church. This is a letter in which, I believe, he addressing a lack of love throughout the letter. 

In Chapters 1 through 3, Paul addresses the lack of love that is involved through the conflicts and the divisions that are amongst them,


11 For it has been reported to me by Chloe's people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers. 12 What I 
mean is that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow 
Christ.”
The ones who “follow Christ” were ones who were “the super-spiritual people”.

In Chapter 5, the Apostle Paul addresses the lack of love that produced gross sexual immorality.

In Chapter 6, he confronts a lack of love that has led to lawsuits among believers within Jesus’ church.

In Chapter 8, he confronts this lack of love by urging them not to use their freedom in a way that would unlovingly damage the faith of others in the body of Christ.  Just because they had the freedom to do something before the Lord did not mean they should do it. They needed to consider what love will do and how their actions might affect others positively or negatively.
Then, in Chapter 11, he addresses this issue of a lack of love that even around the Lord’s Supper, as they are taking the bread and drinking the cup representing their union with Christ and their union with one another, they are doing it in a way that is selfish and unloving and hurtful.

In Chapter 12, he speaks to the lack of love with regards to the way they are thinking about spiritual gifts and spiritual pride and they are comparing one another with each other, each one trying to gain an ascendency within the church as a result of spiritual gifts and in this chapter we find the immediate context,


27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28 And God has appointed in the church first 
apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and 
various kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do 
all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But earnestly desire the higher 
gifts.

And I will show you a still more excellent way.
This is what 1 Corinthians is all about. It has nothing to do with spiritual gifts or ministry so much as it has to do with the motivation, the underlying foundation, behind spiritual gifts, their use, and ministry within the church.
The point we need to consider regarding the context is that God would have us apply this chapter in our relationship with other members within Jesus’ local church. This chapter is rightly read at weddings and it is there we most often hear it. It is a lovely piece of literature. It is poetic. It is lyrical. Yet, the original audience was not a man and a woman standing before a group of friends and family about to recite covenantal vows to one another. That was not the original audience. 
The original audience was this messed up church filled with conflict. Community to God, in the family of God, is vital and essential to His worship and His glory. It is the body of Christ we are dealing with and not some club we have to belong to whether it pleases us or not. It is body of Christ and it represents Him to a world that is lost, in darkness, and is broken. That is the reason why Paul presses this text to us in community with one another. 

David Prior writes in his commentary, “When applied to the local church (this chapter) becomes dynamite. It uncovers all of the weaknesses, gaps, failures, and sins in any Christian community. It is a particular challenge to any church which has seen outward success in its ministry. These words cut us down to size. They humble us because we begin to see what really matters to God. They redirect us as a body of Christ to our true calling.”
 I hope they do that for us, also.

Throughout church history many churches have it difficult to display love among her members. This is interesting because many churches have won battles against false doctrine and against unorthodox teaching only to lose the battle in the arena of love. Many churches have won the battle against lethargy in regard to the work of God and the Gospel in this world, in other words they are doing much for God and laboring hard for Him, only to lose the battle in this arena of love. Many churches have won the battle against immorality and for practical holiness only to lose this battle in the arena of love. If we lose the battle in the arena of love, it does not matter what other victories we gain. Everything is lost and that is Paul’s point,


13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 14:1 Pursue love…

This word “love” is used nine times in this chapter and it is alluded to much more often than that. We want to be able to have an understanding of what love is. The following definition is not inerrant, but it is the best I can come up with.

The definition of love: Love is the giving of oneself in diligent pursuit of God’s eternal blessing for others. Love is always moving outward in terms of giving. It never looks to receive. It recognizes we cannot make someone experience God’s eternal blessing, but we can pursue it for them. It is in reference to someone else’s spiritual life, to the eternal good of their life, and not to the temporal good for others. 
The subject of this chapter is not difficult to discern because it is called “The Love Chapter” because it is so easy to see love is the theme. 

The Greek word Paul uses is agape. This word is different from the Greek word eros which refers to sexual, romantic love. It is also different from the Greek word philia which is more of a brotherly type of affection. Philia is used in the New Testament to describe the kind of love we are to have for one another. It is not a bad word; it is a good word. Yet, it is distinct from agape.
What is love? Again, this is where many get off track because they define love incorrectly. They believe love is more of a warm feeling, a nice sentiment, a soft puppy on a cold day. Love is for some a charitable spirit that if one gives of one’s self and provide resources for the poor and needy that is love. In fact, that definition was driven by the King James Version of the Bible that translated the word love as “charity”. But, that is not what love is.

Probably the best description of love, if one wants to gain a description, is in our text and we can read it together,


4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own 
way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears 
all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.


8a Love never ends.
I have set before us a definition of love that flows from this chapter of 1 Corinthians, and it also flows from Jesus’ love for us. Consider what Jesus did and what God did when He sent His Son. Love is the giving of one’s self in diligent pursuit of God’s eternal blessing for others. It is not merely the sacrificial giving to others of our possessions, but it is the giving of our self. It is not merely the giving of our self in the pursuit of temporal blessing, but it is the giving of our self in the pursuit for their enjoyment of eternal blessing. 

Many give possessions without giving of their own self. Many give of their own self in the pursuit of temporal blessing and happiness without pursuing truly eternal blessing. But, love, if we want love according to the definition God has provided for us by way of example and by way of precept as He describes it, is the giving of one’s self in diligent pursuit of God’s eternal blessing for others,


John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life.”

Why did God give His only Son? It was in His pursuit of eternal blessing for others. He recognizes not everyone will receive His eternal blessing, but He is pursuing that when He sent His Son. 

1 John 3:16 By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the 
brothers.
This is His willingly, voluntary self-giving. Love motivated to give that which was most precious to Him, His own Son, that we might believe and have eternal life. Have you received God’s love for your self and have you benefited from God’s love? God loves us, and I am thankful I can be confident to say that, but until each of us receives His love by believing in His Son we do not benefit from this love. He is pursuing an eternal blessing for us, but have we personally received Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord? Until then, we have not experienced the joy of God’s love blessing our life. 
So we must ask this question of our self: Do I give myself in diligent pursuit of God’s eternal blessing for other people that God places in my life? The proper understanding of love sobers me to this responsibility that God has set before me. 

Consider a few contexts to apply this definition. Imagine a person who is “trapped” in a loveless marriage. What does love do? Love focuses, again, on giving rather than receiving. Love keeps an open heart even in the face of deep hurt. It is never impeded by the other person’s unwillingness to love us in return; we are able to continue to love. That does not mean all the time for the Christian the marriage is going to survive because that person may leave, but it means love is not destroyed, even by divorce, not for the Christian. Even in something as hurtful and painful as divorce, love abides.
This means we are willing to give of our self in any way God calls me to pursue this person’s eternal blessing and that is what I desire.

Consider the context of an unsaved neighbor. What does love do? Love gives of one’s self to pursue their eternal blessing. That means we take risks. If we know our neighbor is unsaved and we know that apart from believing in Jesus they would never, ever be able to enjoy the eternal blessing of God, what do we do? We say, “Lord, if I love my neighbor, I have to find a way to pursue their eternal good by sharing the Gospel with them.” Otherwise, we cannot say we love our neighbor if we sit silently by while they are separated from God’s eternal blessing with no ability to connect themselves to it.

Consider what love does when a Christian friend wanders from the faith. They say, “My life has never been better. I am happier than I ever have been before. I am in a new relationship and I having a great time in my life.” What does love do? If we are only focused upon temporal blessing, we say we believe is working out for them, but that is not what love does. Love says, “No, I am going to actively take steps to pursue God’s eternal blessing for you and you have stepped on a path that will lead you to death and I do not want you to do that. I am going to pursue you. You many turn away from me and you may hate me for this. You may never want to talk with me again as a result of this, but love drives me to talk with you. I am pursuing for you eternal blessing.”

Is there anyone in our life that we believe now is outside of God’s call for us to love them? This is a trick question. Can we think of anyone in our life whom we can honestly say, “Well, God has placed them outside of the realm of my love?” Emotionally, we do that, do we not? We take some people and we say, “It is hard to love them,” and we put them outside of our little circle. It is really hard to love them, to personally invest our self to pursue their eternal blessing, but God never places anyone outside of that circle. Love is the giving of one’s self in diligent pursuit of God’s eternal blessing for others. 
Why would we love in this way? We are not motivated to love another person because the person merits that love. When we think of John 3:16, we say, “Why did God love us?” It is not because He looked down and said, “Ritch, you are such a lovely person. I am going to send My Son to die for you.” I did not merit that. I was an ugly sinner. I was a rebel. I was an enemy of God, Scripture says, and yet God love me. Why? It was not because of the merit of the object, the person, but it was because of God’s own nature, that He is worthy and because we are now connected to God’s love, He is worthy for us to love Him and then to love others in the reflection of His character and His nature. I believe this helps us.

If we believe that loving others requires that that person somehow is merited, there are a lot of people we are going to cut off, but if we believe the reason why we love is simply because of God’s immutable, eternal, perfect, sovereign nature then we can say we will want to express love through all of eternity. 

The source of love: God is the spring from which all love flows. As a definition this is overwhelming. It is overwhelming to me. I ask myself this question as I think about God’s call for me to love: How can I attain that kind of love? It is not in the heart of Ritch Boerckel, so how can such love, a love I cannot manufacture, flow from me? This kind of love would never flow from my natural heart, for this love is from God and it is super-natural. I love Galatians 5 because it describes to us the victory that can be ours to live a different kind of life in this broken world. Even though we still have this fleshly nature that is very selfish and sinful, God tells us,

16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the desires of the flesh 
are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to 
keep you from doing the things you want to do. 
There is a war raging inside of every believer. And then he says,


22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-
control; against such things there is no law.
Love is not the fruit of our greatest effort. Love is the fruit of God’s Spirit abiding in us and working in us as we yield to Him. If we disconnect our self from God’s Spirit we disconnect our ability to love. It is impossible to love the way God calls us to in our flesh. Our active connection to Christ and to His Holy Spirit enables us to truly love one another and, in fact, it compels us. Indeed, everyone who is walking by the Spirit does experience the fruit of God’s Spirit, which is love.

How can I begin, in my journey, to walk by the Spirit so that love would be stimulated within my own soul and with others? It is only as we enter deeper into the Gospel of Jesus. The Gospel of Jesus connects us to God and to His love. God’s love is the storehouse which we draw from in order to love others. There is no other storehouse in which to love this way.

Often human love is driven by our need to be loved. In other words, “If I love them, they might love me back and I need to be loved.” That is what much of human love is. It is very self-seeking, but the love of God is not driven by some need within our own self to be loved, but the love of God, as we are able to express it to others, is driven by the full satisfaction we have already received from God and now enabled to flow through us to others. If our soul is filled by God’s love, nothing can hinder us from loving any person within the body of Christ, not even those who have deeply hurt us, not even those who have deeply wronged us. Our love for others flows from the fullness of God’s provision for us in Christ and that is awesome. 

Remember, the Christian life is not a performance in which we earn God’s love, but it is a response to the joy of Jesus’ love for us. As we have joy in Jesus’ love for us as a result of the grace He has given to us in Christ, if is the love of Christ that controls us, 2 Corinthians tells us. The Apostle Paul understand that the spiritual power in order to love flows from an experiential knowledge of God’s love for us. That is the reason why he is going to pray, in Ephesians 3,

14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father…17b that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may 
have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to 
know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
Paul is talking about experiential knowledge that God imparts to us, as we pray to Him, that we might reflect God in our life and that we might love others. The health of our soul depends upon our experiential comprehension of God’s love for us. That is the reason why I urge all of us, if we say we are convicted about this and we desire to love our neighbor as we love our self and we desire to love our brothers and sisters in Christ and we want to be a part of this great mission God has called us to and allowed us to be a loving body, as we say that, what steps must we take? The first step, I say, is to enter deeper into the Gospel to experience God’s love for each of us. We should not begin, first, by saying, “These are the actions I am going to take,” because each of us will run out of gas. Instead, we need to think deeply so that the love of Christ and the love of God through Christ will transform our heart. That is what we need first and foremost. 
The superiority of love: Love yields fruitfulness to every other expression of worship. This is what Paul is talking about in the first three verses,

1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 
2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as 
to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body 
to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.
Paul is not teaching the love for one another is the only thing that matters in the church. The church in the worship of God must also be an obedient church, morally pure. The church in glorifying God must an active church proclaiming the Gospel, a compassionate church helping and caring for the poor and the needy. Love for other church members is not the only thing that matters, but without love nothing else we do matters to God. That is Paul’s point. It is love that fills every other worshipping act with a fruitfulness, with a joy, and with an ability to connect to God’s pleasure. The glory of God in the church rests upon our commitment to nurture deep, lasting, loving relationships with others.

There are six areas of fruitfulness that love yields and, first, love yields fruitfulness to speaking the truth,


1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.
Paul may be speaking of the spiritual gift of speaking in tongues or he may be speaking about eloquence. Either way, the point is the same, whether we have this miracle gift of speaking in tongues or whether we have great eloquence to teach, to encourage, and to motivate people within the church. 

Noisy gongs and clanging cymbals were used in Corinth as a part of the worship service of false gods and goddesses. Often times these gongs and cymbals would be used and they were monotone; there is no real melody to them. It is just clash, clash, clash. One writer described it as sounding like the irritating sound of a barking dog, Paul tells us that as lovely as it is to have the spiritual gift of speaking in tongues and as lovely as it is to be eloquent and teach God's Word, if we do not have love all of that accounts for nothing more than clash, clash, clash and this is irritating to God.
Love yields fruitfulness to prophesy. Prophesy is a very special gift. Paul will tell us,


14:1 Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, especially that you may prophesy.
Prophesy is the gift of someone proclaiming what God has already revealed and Paul tells us that is important. Even if there is prophesy, one of the greatest strengths and gifts in the church, and it is done without love then it is nothing.

Love yields fruitfulness to spiritual knowledge,


2 And if I…understand all mysteries and all knowledge…

Mysteries, in the New Testament, refers to a truth about God and His plan that had been previously covered and hidden, but now, in New Testament times, has been unveiled. The mystery of the church, a people who are disconnected or separate from Israel, being a people of God and being grafted into God’s family, was something that the Old Testament did not talk about, but in the New Testament it is a mystery revealed. Paul is telling us, “If I had all mysteries, everything hidden and that which we do not understand about God and His plan, and everything was laid open and bare, and I had all knowledge because I knew the Bible backward and forward and I could memorize it to be a human concordance…”, that is pretty impressive. Do we know anyone like that? Do we know anyone who knows the Bible so well we are impressed by them. But, Paul tells he is nothing if it is without love.
Love yields fruitfulness to acts of faith,


2 And if I have…all faith, so as to remove mountains…

Jesus talked about this when He said,


Matthew 17:20b “…For truly, I say to you, if you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this 
mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move, and nothing will be impossible for you.” 
If we have that kind of faith, where people would be able to look at us and say, “Look at what God is doing through that man or through that woman as a result of their faith in God and miracles are happening.” Maybe that person proclaims the Gospel and thousands come to know Christ, there are healings, and there are all kinds of miracles happening as a result of this person’s faith, but if they do not have love then it is nothing.

Love yields fruitfulness to acts of mercy, and we notice the next statement is very powerful,


3a If I give away all I have…

Finally, love yields fruitfulness to acts of sacrifice,


3b …and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.
I believe this is a allusion toward the rich young ruler who came to Jesus and asked,


16b “Teacher, what good deed must I do to have eternal life?” 17b And he said to him, “…keep the 
commandments.” 20 The young man said to him, “All these I have kept. What do I still lack?” 21 Jesus said to 
him, “…go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, 
follow me.” 22 When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.
Let us say a person says, “Okay, I will do that. I will sell everything and follow You.” The disciples had done that and Paul had done that, but even if a person does that and they do not have love, it accomplishes nothing and it gains nothing. 
I believe Paul is talking about martyrdom and suffering when he writes, “and if I deliver up my body to be burned”. 

The implication Paul is drawing is that we can do all of those things without love. So, how is it possible to give up everything we own for Christian ministry of for the poor and not have love? If we do it out of self-righteousness, we do it out of pride and many people do that. It is possible to speak with eloquence about God's Word and it is possible to know the Bible backward and forward and understand all kinds of theological truth and it is amazing and awesome and possible for us to be so skilled in counseling that everyone is banging on our door to find out more advice regarding how to live life and it is possible to have God work such mighty works that seem miraculous and have someone say, “Wow, that person has spiritual power,” and it is possible to give our self up so sacrificially to have someone say, “That person is really committed to Christ because look at how they are suffering for the cause of Christ.” It is possible to do all of those things and not have love. God tells us if that happens it is a tragedy because we gain nothing and we are nothing.

What spiritual traits impress each one of us? Have we ever thought about that? As we look at other people, what spiritual traits impress us and we say, “Look at that! I wish I knew the Bible like…”, “I wish I could communicate the truth like…”, “I wish I had spiritual power like…”, “The way they pray and the way God answers their prayers, I wish I had faith like…”, “I wish I had the commitment to sacrifice like…”, “I wish I had the ability to suffer and be willing to suffer for the cause of Christ like…” What are some traits that impress us?

The issue is many of us can become discouraged when we look at other people and we say, “I do not see myself having that kind of eloquence or that kind of mind to be able to understand those things. I guess I am set outside.” The apostle Paul says, “Here is what really matters, it is love.” The issue is everyone of us has the ability to have a powerful ministry of love in Jesus’ church. It is within reach. Maybe we cannot have within reach the ability to speak with tongues of men and of angels, maybe we cannot have all knowledge and understand mysteries, maybe we do not have the faith to move mountains, but it is within reach for each one of us to have a ministry of love and that is what we should be impressed by. 
We should not be impressed by the eloquent or by the spiritually powerful or the influential. We should be impressed by those who have love because those are the people whom God notices, those people who strengthen Christ’s church.

God is glorified in a church where members open their hearts to one another regardless of past sins. Such a church is strong and happy and fruitful. God will not be glorified in a church that has members closing their hearts to one another. Such a church will forever be weak and sad and fruitless. 

Paul is telling us there is no substitute for love, not preaching, not teaching, not miracles, not sacrifices, not impact, not converts, not talents, not gifts. 

Jesus gathered His disciples in the Upper Room and He said, 


34 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love 
one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
� New American Standard Bible (NASB)


� The Message of 1 Corinthians (Bible Speaks Today), David Prior, Inter-Varsity Press, Downers Grove, Illinois, 1985.





