The Practice of Love: Patient and Kind
Dr. Ritch Boerckel

March 1, 2015

Scriptural Text: 1 Corinthians 13:4a, ESV

The Way of Love

 1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 
2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as 
to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body 
to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.

4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its 
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 
7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it 
will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will 
pass away. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I 
became a man, I gave up childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I 
know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.

13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.
The Apostle Paul writes to young Timothy, a pastor, these words,

1 Timothy 1:5 But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.

The whole goal of our instruction is love. The purpose for preaching this series over the next six studies in 1 Corinthians 13, is very practical and very simple: it is that God would kindle our heart to love one another deeply. My aim in teaching is not eloquence, an emotional life, and it is not even theological sharpening so much as it is the sanctifying of our heart in practical love for one another in this local church. Love is the ultimate goal of all true Bible teaching and I ask that we would pray that God would help each one of us to repent of the self-focus we often carry into a relationship, especially in the church, and that God would then strengthen us to grow in our love for others in the family of God at Bethany Baptist Church. 
The Apostle Paul begins his love chapter by extolling the priority God places upon love within the local church. Eugene Peterson, in translating this chapter in his The Message, begins this way,

1 If I speak with human eloquence and angelic ecstasy but don’t love, I’m nothing but the creaking of a rusty 
gate.
In other words, the church’s message becomes annoying and irritating like the constant creaking of a rusty gate if our teaching and Gospel witness is not combined with love in the family. The church would bless many with powerful sermons and Bible studies, but it would be painful to God’s ears if our words were not combined with love. He continues,

2 If I speak God’s Word with power, revealing all his mysteries and making everything plain as day, and if I 
have faith that says to a mountain, “Jump,” and it jumps, but I don’t love, I’m nothing.

3-7 If I give everything I own to the poor and even go to the stake to be burned as a martyr, but I don’t love, 
I’ve gotten nowhere. So, no matter what I say, what I believe, and what I do, I’m bankrupt without love.
We must ask our self this question: Do I really believe that? If we believe in our Christian faith we will reflect it. Do we really believe nothing matters to God like love matters to God? 
The first measure of any believer’s walk with God is not how thoroughly we know the Bible or how disciplined we are in our quiet times or how effective we are in leading family devotions or how joyful we are singing praise songs to God or how close we feel to God as we pray or how much we sacrifice to the poor of this world or how committed we are to serving God in ministries or missions. It is possible to have all of those in absolute and complete order and yet deeply grieve the heart of God. The first measure for any Christian’s walk with God is the measure of our love for other believers.

If I get up every morning, at 4:00 am, and spend two hours in prayer or in the Word, if I fast two times a week, if I go to church and raise my hands in joy to God as I sing praise to Him, if I serve in local missions, if I teach a Sunday school class, if I overcome all temptations toward impurity in this path year, if I give eighty percent of my income to help the poor, if I give up my very life upon the mission field of my own local church, but I have not love I am spiritually impoverished. My soul may be saved, but my reward will be lost when I stand before God on that last day. 
Paul is not teaching that love for one another is the only thing that matters in the church, as we discussed in the previous study. The church, in worshipping God, must also be obedient and pure. The church, in glorifying God, must also be faithful and bold in a proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus. The church, in loving God, must also remain sound in her doctrine. The church, in loving God, must also care for the poor and needy. The church, in honoring God, must also ascribe to disciple every believer completion and maturity in Christ. But, the principle we learned last week is this: Love for other church members is not the only thing that matters to God, but without love nothing else we do matters to God.
If we become convinced that love is the sum of the Christian life, we will ask a number of questions. The first question is: What does it mean to love? 

The world and our flesh really have this messed up. Many think of love as some positive affirmation of one’s life choices, “If you are going to love me, you are going to affirm me in every choice I make.” Others think of love as an emotional warm feeling toward others, a kind, flowing affection we would have or a sentimental emotion. Others consider love to be equivalent to charity, that a willingness to give food and clothing and other physical helps define love for us. But, these definitions fall far short of what the Bible says to us about love and its meaning.
In the previous study I offered a homespun definition of love as the Bible describes it. I am amending it in this study as I realized I left one important part out of the one offered previously. I would set this definition before you: Love is the giving of one’s self in diligent pursuit of God’s eternal blessing for others for the purpose of glorifying God. This definition is lifted from the Gospel as told throughout the whole of the New Testament. We do not learn the definition of love so much from a lexicon or a dictionary, but we learn the definition of love as it used throughout the New Testament and the Old Testament as well.

But, John 3:16 is perhaps the greatest summary of that Gospel love,


16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life.”

I believe this verse captures that definition set before us in this study. There are four parts of this definition I would have us to observe in this study. First, love gives of one’s self. That is to say love is personal and it is never distant or impersonal. It is never the mere giving of one’s possessions, but it is the giving of one’s own life. It also tells us that love’s focus is not upon receiving, but that it is upon giving, giving, giving, giving. 
The moment we ask, “What am I getting out of this relationship?” we know love ceases to be the ruling principle in our soul because love gives of one’s self. 
Second, love diligently pursues. Love places a responsibility upon our own self to take the initiative to act. It does not say, “I would be open to that person’s love for me if they came to me or called me on the phone.” We believe we are rather magnanimous sometimes when we do that. After all, that person may have hurt us so we believe we are magnanimous by saying, “I would be open if they would contact me.” But, this definition tells us that the diligent pursuit is the intentionality of taking the initiative. Love makes the first move. Love makes the second move. Love makes the third move, etc., etc. 

The third part of this definition worth noting is that love diligently pursues God’s eternal blessing for one another. Love does not always pursue those things that the person wants us to pursue for them and that is important. Many people want us to pursue things for their life that love actually demands that we stand in the way and attempt to keep from happening. Many people want us to approve of their life as their choices would invite God’s judgment upon them, but love cannot do that. Love tells us, “I must pursue God’s very best for you and I recognize some of the choices you are making right now are choices that are leading you away from God and leading you away from your satisfaction in him and leading you away from eternal happiness.”

No one can control another’s personal destiny or another’s personal reward, but love envisions the day when that person stands before God to give an account of their life and then acts toward them in ways to help that day be an incredible joyful one for them. Love acts in hope of influencing the future joy of the individual.

Finally, the last part of this definition worth noting is that love purpose is, first, for God to be glorified. Love’s focus is always vertical first; love for God first and then love for one another. It is a love for His name. Love’s aim is not that man will be satisfied with us. Love aim is, first, that God will be pleased.

This prompts this important question: Did Jesus love the Pharisees? Yes, He loved the Pharisees because He came to die for the Pharisees as well. He spoke the Gospel to them, but Jesus did not love the Pharisees the way the Pharisees wanted Him to love them. The quality of our love is not determined by how the human recipient grades it, but by how God grades it.

We want to learn more about this love God calls us to have for one another and we consider our text. Our text is very simple in this study. The Apostle Paul is showing us the more excellent way in this chapter and we will consider this one statement as Paul gets in to fifteen qualities of love that bring glory to God and to the church. We will consider the first two in this study and they are so simply yet beautifully stated in five words,


4 Love is patient and kind…
It is very important for us to observe, once again, that the context and purpose of Paul’s lyrical love prose is the local church. That is what he is driving at with regard to love. These are not words written for a bride and groom to use on the wedding day. These are not words written for a physical family to use to help quarreling brothers and sisters to get along with one another. These are not words written for the church to use to plead for funds to help the poor of this world. 
1 Corinthians 13 is very applicable to all of these settings, so do not get me wrong, but that is not why Paul writes this in his letter to the church at Corinth. Paul writes this letter to a local church whose members are having a  really, really hard time loving one another. The first application, before we apply this to the Christian marriage or the Christian family or to the compassion ministries of the church toward the world, is to use this chapter to spur us on in our relationships with other believers who are a part of our own local church. 

This list of fifteen qualities of love that bring glory to God and His church is not exhaustive, I do not believe this is Paul’s purpose, but it is very active. 

Let me point out something that with our English eyes we cannot see. We need to put our Greek glasses on for a moment. There are fifteen qualities Paul is going to comment upon regarding the nature of love. He uses not adjectives, but he uses all verbs to describe them. We do not see that with our English eyes. We see: Love is patient and love is kind. We do not see the verb: Love is patienting; love is kindnessing. They are present tense, active verbs to describe what love does and how love acts. 
Paul is pointing us to actions that love presently takes in the life of one who is controlled by it. These are not merely descriptions, but he is pointing us to actions to take. That is why the only way we will benefit from a series such as this is if at end of hearing the messages and considering the study we take some actions. Each one of these words are actions words. They are verbs given to us to help us to see love is, first and foremost, an action. 

The first two qualities we will consider, love is patient and kind, are cousins. They are distinct from one another but they are similar in many ways. Patience commands us, first, do no harm and kindness commands us, on the heels of that, do much good. We are not to harm anybody, but we are to do a lot of good for other people. That is the simplicity of these two qualities. 

Quality #1: Love is patient. What does it mean to be patient? Patience references the peaceful actions one takes toward another person when one is wronged, provoked, or injured by that person. Patience bears with the offenses of others with forbearance toward them. 
All of a sudden all of the romantic and warm feelings about love sink when we realize what patience has asked us to do. It is not in the context of these wonderful relationships, “I just cannot wait to get together with person again because I love them and they love me and we are having a great time together.” No, this talking about what love does in the face of someone who has hurt us and provoked us and it pokes at us. 

What does love do? It is patient. It does not do any harm in return. It is long-suffering. Patience is not defined by what it does so much as by what it does not do. It is easy to love others when they are peaceful toward us, but what do we do when someone gossips about us or disrespects us or cheats us or verbally demeans us or acts unkindly toward us or lies to us? That is the question patience asks. How short is our fuse when we are abused,


Proverbs 19:11 Good sense makes one slow to anger, and it is his glory to overlook an offense.
Love is patient; hatred is not. Love does no harm; hatred harms through our actions, words, attitudes and it justifies those harmful actions by saying, “Well, they hit me first!” 

Jesus teaches us the virtue of patience in Luke 6,


27a “But I say to you… 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29 To one who strikes you 
on the cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold your tunic 
either.”
Later in this text, Paul will say, “love endures all things.” Endurance and patience are two different things, and yet they are very similar. Patience is in reference to people and endurance is in reference to circumstances. Patience will ask, “What am I going to do in the presence of a person who has done bad things to me?” Endurance will ask, “What am I going to do when circumstances do bad things to me?” Job experienced both and that is why he had both patience and endurance. He has patience with his friends
 and with his wife,


Job 2:9 Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die.”
Job is patient with his wife and three friends, but he also had endurance. He has really horrible things happen to him, but in all of that he is trusting his soul to God.

The Greeks of Paul’s day did not think much of patience. They believed it was a dog-eat-dog world and if they did not stand up and smack someone back who smacked them, they would be eaten up. They thought the biblical quality of patience as spineless and weak and many in our culture affirm a tough demeanor as essential to leadership and influence. Yet, consider Jesus the Son of God, no other person ever close to His power, never close to His influence, never close to His leadership, demonstrated this strength of patience all through His life, particularly at the end of His physical life on earth. I love the section in Matthew 26 that describes how He bore insult upon insult, attack upon attack, abuse upon abuse, and injury upon injury with a calm, inward spirit toward His oppressors. This was a calm that was never broken.

Peter was not very patient, was he? In the Garden, Judas kissed Jesus and the soldiers came in. Peter took out his sword and hacks off the ear of the servant.
 I am sure he intended to split the guy in two. Jesus told Peter to put his sword away and then He says this,

Matthew 26:53 “Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve 
legions of angels?”

It was not out of weakness that Jesus was not responding. He could have asked the Father for twelve thousand angels and they would have appeared and the problem would have been taken care of, but it was out of patience and long-suffering Jesus waited and stayed His hand. 

Our patience is most tested with we actually have the power or opportunity to retaliate. People in court do not have a lot of patience with one another and that is why 1 Corinthians 6 is written, because people would say, “You have wronged me and I am taking you to court,” and this court was in front of non-believers. Paul is most concerned in this,

1 When one of you has a grievance against another, does he dare go to law before the unrighteous instead of 
the saints?...3 Do you not know that we are to judge angels? How much more, then, matters pertaining to this 
life! 4 So if you have such cases, why do you lay them before those who have no standing in the church? 5 I 
say this to your shame. Can it be that there is no one among you wise enough to settle a dispute between the 
brothers, 6 but brother goes to law against brother, and that before unbelievers? 7 To have lawsuits at all with 
one another is already a defeat for you.
The idea is the Corinthians lack of patience toward one another was throwing Jesus’ name in the mud, publically, before a secular Corinthian world. The same is true today. When we are not patient, instead we do harm either through our attitudes or through our words or through our direct actions toward other believers who have harmed us and threatened us and injured us. The consequence is that Jesus’ name is diminished in the church.
Why is our patience so vital to God’s glory? God is glorified when believers, first, see God’s glory and show God’s glory to the world. What is God’s glory? It is nothing other than His perfections. So, when we are transformed and God works a miracle of bring His life inside of our soul, it is blind eyes that cannot see God’s glory and all of His perfections and how beautiful and wonderful and awesome God is, but they suddenly see. The veil is lifted and we say, “It is God who I could not see before. But, now, I recognize He is worthy of committing my entire life to Him. I will never, ever tire of finding joy in Him.” That is what salvation is. 

Has that happened to any of us? I do not ask if one has prayed a prayer. I do not ask if one has a clean doctrinal statement. I do not ask how often one goes to church. I ask, “Has it happened when there was a time one recognized one could not see how great and awesome God is and now they do?” Is this so much and to such an extent that nothing is of value apart from God. The vision of God is what excites them about their present and it excites them about their future and that is why Heaven is so awesome to them. It is not because they get to avoid Hell, but it is because they get to be with God forever. 

It is in various measures we get to see God according to our sanctification. But, if someone is sitting there and saying, “I am not really excited about going to Heaven and seeing God,” I would have to say maybe it is because they do not have the life of God in their soul and they have not been born again, and that is a significant matter. 

For those of us who have been born again, we say we see the glory of God and we want to show it. The significance of patience, in reference to the way we treat one another, is our ability to see God and His perfections and then to show God’s perfections to others is linked to patience to love. God is an amazingly patient God.

His patience is on display daily in the way He deals with sinners. God acts so patiently with sinners before meeting out justice with repeated warning, constant pleading with sinful creatures to repent and to turn before justice falls. Exodus 34 tells us,


5 The Lord descended in the cloud and stood with (Moses) there, and proclaimed the name of the Lord. 6 The 
Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty…

 It is not for a lack of righteousness that God is patient, it is for patience that God is patient. Why is patience so vital to God’s glory in His church? First, it is because God is patient and it is the only way we can reflect His glory to others. Secondly, our worship of Him demands it.
What hinders us from practicing patience with others in the local church? Why is it hard for us not to enter into a verbal sparing match with someone who belittles my opinions or who insults me? Why is it so hard for me not to set my jaw against one who hurts me through words or actions? Why? It is our pride. We are forgetful what great sinners we are and so we are shocked that others will sin against us. 

Have we ever said to our self, or heard another Christina say, “I expect to get hurt by unbelievers out in the world, but I do not expect to be hurt so deeply by people who are a part of the family of God?” Frankly, I am shocked by that because, as I read the New Testament, one of the things I constantly see is: Forgive one another. God knows we are going to be hurt by other believers and that is why He says, “Forgive one another.” He would not constantly tells us and command us to forgive one another if He thought His church was such a safe place that no one would ever sin against one another or hurt one another. We should be surprised we are going to be sinned against by others in the church when we get in close contact in a relationship with one another. We are sinners redeemed, that is who we are, but we are sinners still being perfected. Of course, this is going to happen and we should not become discouraged by that, but the New Testament tells us we should expect it. No where in the New Testament does it tell us, “Expect, when you get into the church, you will not be hurt.” Letter after letter tells us the contrary, that we should expect this and the way we should respond when we are hurt. 

It is our forgetfulness of our nature and our forgetfulness of God’s forgiveness of us. This brings to mind the story Jesus taught about the two debtors. The one who had a huge debt was forgiven by the king, but then he refused to forgive his fellow servant.
 Why did he refuse? He forgot the magnitude of his own forgiveness. Why are we not merciful? Why do we not cut other offenders some slack? It is because we have lost sight of how much mercy God has given to us. The answer is not to try to do better or to be better, but the answer is to grow deeper in the Gospel.
Quality #2: Love is kind. It does not satisfy by merely refraining from hurting one another, but it wants to add joy to one another through what we give. 

What does it mean to be kind? Showing kindness means we act in giving ways to benefit others who may not benefit us in return. It means we have a generous heart and an open hand. Kindness actively looks for ways to invest our own time, energy, and resources toward one another so that their life will be richer for it. 

Again, this context is that of the local church. How do we treat others in the church, whom we do not know well, who are a part of a different friendship circle? This is not about being kind to those who would be kind to us. Jesus made that great observation in Matthew 5,


46 “For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 
47 And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the 
same? 48 You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”

There is smart way of living that we recognize, if we are not kind to some people, then we will loose out in life because we will need some kindness at some point. This is not what Christian kindness is at all. Christian kindness is rooted in one’s deep satisfaction in God and then it gives one’s self to people who may never be able to give us anything we believe we need in return. Kindness is such a huge ministry in the church.
I often receive that kindness from this church and I am thankful for it. Every time I receive kindness, I wish everybody in the church would receive the same kind of kind love that I experience. Recently I became really ill and two different people brought me soup! Kimberly was off in Arizona with her parents and she was not able to be home with me. One person brought me Nyquil and one person brought me Gatorade. That is kindness and it benefitted me and it was overwhelming to me. I believe our worship would be sweeter and our testimony would be stronger if the ministry of kindness would grow and grow and grow to affect everyone. 

It is better to give than to receive.
 More than being a recipient of such kindness is the opportunity to be on the giving end of kindness. That is the point of the Gospel. Let me challenge each of us: How long does a person have to be a part of the church before they commit to being a part of the ministry of kindness? How long is it before someone says they have been here long enough and it is time for them to enter into this ministry of kindness with other people, people they may not know, people who may have hurt them in the past and they start having a kindness quotient grow through the church as a result of God’s leading in their life? Is it a year? A year may be good enough. How about a month? A month may be a little too short.
No one embraces the ministry of kindness in the local church by virtue of the duration of their membership. It is not as though there is a switch that flips on after a period of time and they begin being kind. There is no duration or depth of membership in which that switch gets turned on. So, what is it? Kindness ministry in the local church is a spiritual work of God that is fueled by a heart-passion for God’s glory. When should a person commit to a ministry of kindness in the local church? It is the moment one has a passion for God’s glory in His church. 

I believe that happens on the first Sunday one goes to a church. It may be during a visit to a church and I believe that happens then, also, “I have a passion for God’s glory in the local church and this is my church today because this is where I am, among God’s people today. I am going to have a ministry of kindness today and I will be active in giving myself even though this is not my place.” Absolutely, that is your place.

There was a family who came their first Sunday eighteen years ago. We had casual Sunday and everybody was in shorts because we were going to have a picnic afterwards. They did not know this was a casual Sunday so they all came in their Sunday best, suits, ties, dresses. At the end, I wanted to reach out to them to let them know I was glad they came and hoped they did not feel uncomfortable. I complemented the dad on his tie because I wanted to say something encouraging. He responded, “You like my tie?” and he took it off and he gave it to me. I told him I did not compliment the tie because I wanted it, but he said, “I know. I just wanted to bless you today.” So, I followed him out to the parking lot and I said, “That is a really nice car you have.” (laughter) That family moved within a year, but that family had a ministry of kindness that was hard for anyone to keep up. Why? It was not because a part of how long they were here, but it was because they had a passion for the glory of Christ and it is who they would be wherever they were.

Why is kindness so vital to the glory of God? It is because God shows His kindness to us everyday. It is through imitating God that we let others know what God is like and we invite them to know Him through Jesus. Worship is exaltation through imitation. If we do not imitate God in kindness we do not worship God in spirit and in truth.

What hinders us from showing kindness to others in our local church? There are four obstacles. The first is a lack of determined discipline in our life. Many people have good intentions to show kindness and invest time, energy, and resources to benefitting another person’s life. But, those intentions are not executed. Cards are left unwritten or unsent. Words are left unspoken. All of us have that happen, but when it gets to a certain measure and from a lack of discipline it removes us from a ministry of kindness. I encourage each of us to consider that if this is the case, find a way to be disciplined in this. 
Second, we have a lack of spiritual compassion for others. Some may honestly say they do not have a compassion for others and it is not a huge thought in their head. They have a busy life and agendas they are pursuing and kindness to other members in Jesus’ church is not a priority in their life. 
Third, there is a lack of boldness. We may want to show kindness to others, but they are a shy person and they do not want to intrude. I understand that. But, we need to keep these obstacles identified so we can appropriately attack it spiritually.

Fourth, there is a lack of passion for God’s glory in His church. We may like showing kindness to others, but the church is more the focus. Many are kind because they enjoy specific people, but God’s love is kind because it is passionate about God’s glory in His church.

The application is this: How do I change to be an instrument of God’s love to others in Jesus’ church? First, we need to enter deeper into the joy of God’s love for us. None of the obstacles listed need to paralyze us. Each could, but none of them need to. That is where the Gospel provides for us resources. The joy of the Lord is our strength. It is from the overflow of God’s love for us that we can love others.

Secondly, we need to repent of a lack of love in our heart for all God’s family. See this for the sin problem it is. Do not think of it as a light issue. This is a sin and it is robbing God of His glory, the God who saved us, the God who rescued us, the God to whom we owe our all. It is not enough for us to love just a few in God’s family, but it is to have the love of God which breaks down all of those fences.

Third, we need to discipline our self to pray for God to lead in us loving others. It is so exciting to follow God’s lead in this. As we begin to do this we will find God leading us in very specific ways and opening doors for us to show kindness and patience. We will see that God is here and he is directing us and as we follow His lead He brings fruit that is dynamic and spectacular. This is an awesome way to live life in view of God’s leadership through the Holy Spirit’s prompting and guiding in our life. 
Fourth, we need to purpose to act upon God promptings. We need to engage our will. The will is the start switch of the engine, the ignition. If our will engages our good intentions into becoming actions and movement that is where there is worship.

Let me close with the first three verses the Apostle Paul gave to us because they are so powerful in helping us to understand how important this is,


1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 
2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as 
to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body 
to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.

4 Love is patient and kind…

for the glory of God and for His church.
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