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The Way of Love

 1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 
2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as 
to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body 
to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.

4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its 
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it 
will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will 
pass away. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I 
became a man, I gave up childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I 
know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.

13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.
As I returned home from Pastor’s Conference this past Friday, I was looking forward to some quiet time of reflection and preparation for this study and for some quiet time to read a new theology book I had been given during the plane ride home. When I took my seat no one occupied the seat next to me so I had hope, but then those hopes were dashed as young gentlemen, about my age, sat down next to me. God had other plans than for me than to enjoy a quiet, peaceful, uninterrupted two-hour plane ride. 
I was a bit encouraged as he initially appeared to me to also desire a quiet trip from Los Angeles, California to Dallas, Texas. We briefly introduced ourselves to one another. John shared with me, in this brief introduction, that he was a “leader” with the Jehovah Witnesses. The purpose of his trip was to join a big group of other Jehovah Witnesses in Chile to build a Kingdom Hall. For the next two hours John and I talked about what the Bible taught, what God said, regarding Jesus and His deity. 

Jehovah Witnesses teach that Jesus is a “created being” and He is not God come in the flesh. This belief places a person outside of the Gospel and this is truly a matter of life and death. It places a person outside of God’s salvation. I wish I could say I convinced John of the truth of Jesus’ deity by the end of the journey. I continue to pray for John, that God would grant him life so that he would come the knowledge of the truth regarding His Son. No truth is more significant to our hope of eternal life, the truth of Jesus being God the Son. 

I share this story by way of introduction to 1 Corinthians 13 for two reasons. First, this story illustrates to me love demands we act in ways that our flesh strongly resists. Second, this story illustrates to me love is the most powerful apologetic to convince the world the Gospel of Jesus is true and I want to discuss those two reasons briefly.

First, love demands we act in ways our flesh strongly resists. I confess that in my flesh I did not want to get into a conversation with John. I did not want to talk to him about the Gospel as I was rolling this through my soul. He told me was a Jehovah Witness and I thought, “Oh, boy…” I was still thinking if there was a way for me to still have this quiet plane ride home where I could study and read to talk about love in this study. How ironic! Yet, all the while the Holy Spirit told me, “No. No.” My flesh was resisting pursuing a conversation all the while the Spirit was telling me quite the contrary.
Yet, as I sat there silently for a few moments after John told me about his commitment to this false religion, my mind went to that future day when we will stand before Jesus to give an account of our life. My mind saw this man, John, standing before God in that last day. He perceived him without a sufficient savior, without hope, without eternal life condemned by God for John, at this point, rejects Jesus as God, as Lord, and in doing so looses all hope of the forgiveness of sins. My mind pictured him looking right at me on that day and asking me, “If you knew my eternal destiny depended upon me knowing Jesus is God, why did you not try to talk to me? Why did you stay silent?” 

I recognized the love chapter I was wanting to quietly meditate upon pressed me into loving action to share the Gospel. We cannot say we love our unsaved neighbors and friends and not share the Good News with them . I told John I wanted to talk with him about the deity of Jesus because I wanted to see him in Heaven. I share this story to encourage each of us to pursue love in all relationships, for love often demands that we act in ways our flesh strongly resists. 

The second reason I tell this story is because I believe it illustrates to me love is the most powerful apologetic to convince the world the Gospel of Jesus is true. I asked John to share his story with me of how he became a Jehovah Witness. He related he grew up Roman Catholic and as he read the Bible he became convinced Roman Catholicism contradicted God's Word. Then he moved to Idaho for a search for truth and he became a part of the Church of the Latter Day Saints, the Mormon church. He studied with them for several years, but the more he read the Book of Mormon and the Bible he recognized those two contradicted one another. Then he told me on his search for truth he read John 13 and this had been thirty years earlier. In there he read Jesus telling His disciples, 

34 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love 
one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
He recognized the mark that would authenticate what is true is a place where members loved one another, then he said this, “That is what I found in Jehovah Witnesses. It is a place where people loved each other.” 
Love is not the only authenticating mark of God’s people. Some other authenticating marks are sound doctrine where we must believe what God says is true. Another authenticating mark is practical holiness, practical righteousness or obedience. These two are also fundament marks of a people who possess the life of God in their soul and Jehovah Witnesses fall short of God’s standard of a true church by the denial of sound doctrine. 

Satan is so crafty, though, in producing counterfeits of false religion. He sees what God is doing in His church and he says he wants to reflect as much of that as he can in false religion to draw people after him into darkness and away from God’s glory. John’s sad story illustrates the principle that the true church’s greatest apologetic to a broken world is love within a spiritual family. As John looked for truth he, first, looked for love and I do not believe John is alone in that.

He told me the Jehovah Witness, since 1985, had grown from 2,500,000 to 8,000,000 people. He told me when they count members they count only witnessing members. They do not count someone a member unless they go witnessing weekly. That is interesting. I wonder how many members the evangelical church would have if that were the standard for someone to be a member? Why are people flocking to a group like Jehovah Witness? I believe it is because Satan has counterfeited this aspect of love in that false religion. He is drawing people, literally, by the millions toward that. I wish John would have found such love in the evangelical church. He did not tell me he ever attended an evangelical church, but I wish he would have found it there so he would have come to a knowledge of truth. 
If we, as a church, do not love one another as Jesus loves us we destroy our influence in this world. Many times I have conversations with many of God’s people in this church family about the woeful direction our country is taking in reference to moral, economic, and geopolitical issues. We are heading toward darkness for sure and we must ask this question: What can we do to bring about change in our country? Friend, might I say the greatest way we can change our country is by strengthening the church’s Gospel witness. I do not believe there is any hope in that and there is no political answer in this and that is why I do not speak of political answers because if we do not change the heart of the people there will be no change in our country. The greatest influence we, as a family of God, could have if we are concerned about that, and concerned enough to complain about it and talk about it and think about it, and maybe the first way to strengthen the Gospel witness of this church family is to commit ourselves to loving one another as Jesus loves each of us. That is where the Gospel takes wings within a church family.

The next time we become discouraged by our president’s actions or by moral depravity in our culture let us not merely complain about it, but let us direct our heart to say, “That makes me mad and in my righteous anger I am going to show love to one another in this church.” Jesus tells us that is the greatest way we can impact change. Love for one another is one of the most potent means we can engage in to bring about change through the Gospel.

In this study we will review the priority of love in the church. We have discussed this earlier,
 but I want to make sure we continue to roll over this because it is so important. When a person is born again, he or she is born again into a spiritual family. We are not given God’s life in our soul simply so that we can individually relate to God one-on-one. We can relate to God one-on-one personally and intimately, but there is a broader picture for us that God presents through His Word. That broader picture is that we are given God’s life in our soul so that we can relate to God in community with other spiritual brothers and sisters. 
This is one of the main truths 1 Corinthians 12 points us toward, as Paul uses the analogy of the spiritual family being like a body,


12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one 
body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or 
free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.

14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot should say, “Because I am not a 
hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear should 
say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the 
body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, 
where would be the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, 
as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, yet one 
body.

21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of 
you.”
There is no cultural construct that keeps us from fellowship and deep communion and love of one another. And, there is not any one of us who can look at anyone else in the body of Christ and say, “I have no need to be in a relationship with you. That is not where my heart is. I am doing fine without a relationship with you. I can set you aside and not connect.” There is no one in the body of Christ we can say that about because God has arranged the body specifically so that we would connect together, even as a body is connected with many members and many parts, so there would be a healthy and functioning of the whole. 

The church is much more than a place to go to hear a nice sermon, to sing inspiring songs, to pray prayers, or to worship God. The church is God’s family. Each member contributes to the joy of the whole and the health of the whole and the functioning of the whole as we live in loving relationship with one another. That is the picture God wants us to capture. We are called by God to look for ways to show His love to one another every time we gather together,


1 Corinthians 12:26 If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.
If we stub our toe, what happens to the whole body? The whole body responds in pain and to comfort that one hurting member. Yet, if one member is healthy, the whole body says, “This is awesome that I have eyes to see, ears to hear, and a voice to be able to speak.” The whole body benefits from the health of any specific member. So, we hurt with those who hurt. We rejoice with those who rejoice.
The church in Corinth was not living out the reality of the Gospel. Some say now, “I wish the church of today would be like the early church.” I do not, at least not some of them, in some ways. The reason why some of the letters were written was because the church was not functioning the way the church was designed to function, even from the outset. Corinth is an incredible illustration of a non-functioning, sinful local family. The members of this church were not loving one another, were not caring for one another, were not esteeming one another, and they were not connecting with one another. The Apostle Paul writes to help them to see love in not simply a nice add on to church life and simply a nice extra, but love is the foundation and the center of the life of the church. He is telling them and us, in the first three verses, if we do not have love we have nothing. This is the way these verses are read from the New Living Translation,


1 If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I would only be a noisy gong 
or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and 
possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t love others, I would 
be nothing. 3 If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I could boast about it; but 
if I didn’t love others, I would have gained nothing.
This is an amazing statement and there is no substitute for love, not preaching, not teaching, not miracles, not sacrifices, not sound doctrinal statements, not impact, not converts, not our talents, not our gifts. All of our work, all of our faith, all of our commitment, all of our effort, all of our success as a church completely are drained of their value if we do not love one another. 

When we think of the responsibilities God has given to us, when He places us as members of His church and members within a local church, do we think about the responsibility each of us has to embrace and grab onto a ministry of love within our local church? Every person can have a ministry of love that strengthens God’s church and builds others up in the faith. Indeed, I say, every member should have a calling by God, commanded by God. Jesus tells us,


34 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to 
love one another.”
Recently I met a new brother in Christ, a businessman from Seattle, Washington. He is a dynamic believer who is serving the Lord in his church in Seattle. He shared with that he came to Christ in his early 20’s, coming out of a sinful nature, particularly the sin of drunkenness which was ruining his life. He said something very interesting to me, “When I first gave my life to Christ, I expected to go to church and find, instantly, two hundred new best friends. That is what I thought was going to happen. I lived my life outside of the church. I grew up in a church, but then left the faith and lived life for myself, but then God got a hold of me. I was ruining my life by my own sin and I realized I needed to repent of my sin and turn to Christ. That first Sunday, when I arrived at church for the first time in years, I thought I was going to arrive in a place where I was going to have two hundred new best friends. That was the greatest disappointment in my Christian life yet to this day, that I did not discover that, but I wish that were true. We cannot control what one-hundred and ninety-nine are going to do, but we can control this guy coming into church would have one new best friend, because we are looking to have a ministry of love and that is the dynamic. 
This man did not allow disappointment to turn into resentment and bitterness, and that can happen and that also takes us outside of the ministry of love because the ministry of love is always looking for ways we can give to others and not be disappointed at the ways others are not giving to us. God rescued him from that, but this realization stimulates him to this day to think deeply how he can contribute to the love quotient in his home. 

Love asks the question: Where is my ministry of love? Love does not ask the question: Where is my ministry of love? Do we catch that difference? In other words, love is not looking to be ministered to by love, so where is the love coming to me? That is not what love does. If love fills our heart that is not the question that drives us when we come to church. The question that drives us and controls us is: Where is my ministry of love? Who are the people I can reach out to in patience, kindness, goodness, and encouragement to build them up in their faith? When we ask that question, beloved, I can tell you God will show us and God will tell us and God will direct us. I urge each of us to take time to consider how to stir up love in our own soul. We are not naturally people who love just as Christ loved us and it is not in our natural heart. We must have a spiritual work in order for us to have that realization of God in our life. Hebrews 10 urges us toward this active consideration,

24 and let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as 
is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.

The days are evil and the Christian life is really hard. In fact, it is impossible so we need to add as much as much grace to one another’s life as we possibly can. Ask God for specific applications about that and He will give to us specific applications as to how we can have the ministry of love in the local church.

Concerning the source of love, no one naturally loves as Jesus loves us. We may naturally love our close friends, our family members, and people we click with, but no one naturally obeys the new commandment Jesus gave to us to love one another just as He loves us. 

What is so new about that commandment? The Old Testament gave us the commandment to love in Leviticus 19:18. What is so new about this commandment Jesus gives to us in John 13:34? The newness of Jesus’ command is that we would love “just as I have loved you.” We have a new rule, a new measure, by which we evaluate our love and that measure is Jesus. Imagine that! Beloved, we must not attempt to obey this new commandment in the power of our own strength. You cannot, I cannot, no one can. We need the power of the Holy Spirit if we are to express the love of Jesus. We cannot be Jesus in this world apart from the dynamic of God’s supernatural power at work within us through His Spirit. We cannot produce Jesus’ love for one another from the fountain of our own will, from our own desire, from our own efforts. The truth is love is the product of God’s Spirit at work in us overcoming the selfish desires of our flesh. That is where our source is. In Galatians 5, we read,

16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the desires of the flesh 
are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to 
keep you from doing the things you want to do.
I do not know about you, but when I read 1 Corinthians 13, my heart is stirred up. I want to experience this kind of love in giving toward others, but then along comes my flesh and it crushes that spiritual desire God raised up in my soul when I read His Word. What is the answer? It is a recognition this is a fight and the fight is on and I need to walk in the power of God’s Spirit each day in order for me to experience the life of God expressed to my soul and give the love of God to others. Paul continues in his letter to the church in Galatia, telling us what happens when we get involved in self-life,


19 Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, 
strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like 
these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-
control…

Love is the fruit of a Spirit-filled life. It is not the fruit of our best efforts. It is the fruit of God’s Spirit controlling us and leading us and teaching us and strengthening us day-by-day. We can only have a Spirit-filled life when we, first, let the Word of God dwell in us richly. There is a parallel passage in Colossians 3, to the passage in Ephesians, that tells us to be filled with the Spirit,

16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly…

As we receive that word with the soil of our heart that is soft and receptive, only then will the power of God's Word, which is powerful and which will produce fruit every time good soil receives it, and the authority of God through His Word, produce fruit in our life. That is what we need.

Concerning the practice of love in the church. Paul sets before us a list of fifteen qualities of love that bring gory to God in His church. This list is not exhaustive, but the list is active. Every quality Paul lists is listed as a verb. It may not read like that and it may read as adjectives, but they are all active, present-tense verbs. Paul wants to give to us the idea that love is active and not an airy idea or an abstract concept. Love covers itself with skin by acting in specific ways in the real world. It is not just sitting back as the beautiful ideal of love, no it is really active and it gets in there and mixes it up with the things that really take place when others offend us, provoke us, hurt us, sin against us, ignore us, and do all matters of evil against us. That is where love takes up its shoes and it begins to act. This is why the Apostle Paul talks about love and describes love as an action. 
Have we ever had someone say, “Brother/Sister, I love you, but…” This is a miserable experience. Most assuredly whatever follows after that introduction is not going to be loving. Paul is telling us we cannot say we love because we tell others we love them, but we love them by the way we treat others; we love them with actions. 

John Mayer, who is not a spiritual man, wrote an insightful song entitled Love Is A Verb,


Love is a verb

It ain't a thing

It's not something you hold

It's not something you scream…


Love ain't a crush

It ain't an excuse

No, you can't get through love

On just a pile of 'iou's'


Love ain't a drug

Despite what you've heard

Yeah, love ain't a thing

Love is a verb…


So you gotta show, show, show me

Show, show, show me

Show, show, show me

That love is a verb
That reflects what Paul is saying. Paul poses fifteen verbs to point us to action love presently takes in life by the one who is controlled by love. This does not give to us a definition of love, but it is telling us how love walks. We considered the first two of these verbs, love is patient and love is kind, in the previous study and we will consider two more in this study. 
Quality #1: Love is patient. Love refuses to act or speak in ways that hurt people who hurt us. Love always makes a peaceful response and it always seeks to respond in a way that does not harm the person or rob the person of happiness, regardless of how much they deserve to be robbed of happiness. Love suffers long without pushing back. It does not retaliate such as fighting fire with fire. 

Why is love patient? It is because love is primarily concerned with the happiness of the other person and not for the defense of our rights, comforts, or our honor. 
Quality #2: Love is kind. Love gives and it always takes the initiative to act in giving ways, speak in giving ways, to bless others, to add joy to others. Patience is kind of passive and it says, “I am not going to do something my flesh wants to do in response to a sin or to provocation.” Kindness is active and it says, “It is not enough for me to simply refrain from doing something, now I must act in kindness to actually add to another’s happiness or joy.” 

Patience keeps us from attracting from another’s happiness. Kindness wants to pile on blessings so the other person’s life will be more eternally happy. 

John Wooden tells us, “We can give without loving, but we cannot love without giving.” I believe that is pretty good and , in fact, love is nothing unless we give it to someone. Love tests our generosity and it test our courage because it is often our shyness that keeps us from being kind. Love is that warn handshake as we assemble together in the body of Christ. Love is that encouraging word. Love is that financial gift to someone who is need. Love is that invitation to a meal at our house. Love is the befriending of a person who is lonely.

Why would we love in such a kind way? Love is primarily concerned about giving happiness to others and it is not about receiving happiness from others.

Quality #3: Love does not envy. Love does not negatively compare what others have and are and what have and are. Envy does not merely have to do with a lust for another person’s possessions, but envy can capture our heart about any good gift God has given to another. Envy looks over the fence at our neighbor’s life and thinks, “I wish I had their house, but more than that I wish I had their talents;” “I wish I had their friendships;” “I wish I had their children;” “I wish I had their good looks;” “I wish I had their health;” “I wish I had their intelligence;” “I wish I had their job;” “I wish I had their marriage;” “I wish I had their retirement;” “I wish I had their piece and happiness;” “I wish I had their athleticism;” “I wish I had their opportunities;” “I wish I had their grades;” “I wish I had their kid’s grades;” “I wish I had their spiritual gifts.”

Love does not do that about anything good another possesses. Love is happy that the other person is happy in the gifts God has given to them. 

There is almost no limit to the kinds of things to which envy can attach itself. Do we find envy invading any of our relationships in the body of Christ and in the spiritual family? Envy is one of the hardest battles to fight for a healthy soul. It is progressively corrosive to our spirit. It eats away at God’s love in our heart so that we can no longer express His love toward others and we can no longer enjoy His love toward us. 

Envy first whispers, “Do you not wish that you had that person’s happiness and blessings?” But, envy is not content to stop there. Envy worms deeper into our soul so that we eventually think, “I wish that person did not have their happiness and blessing. My life is actually sadder because they are happy and blessed. 

Envy is first and foremost an assault upon God’s character and that is why it is so destructive and evil. What are we saying about God when we envy another person? We are saying, “God, You did not give me enough and You gave them too much.” When we envy others we sit in judgment upon God and such envy forgets that we, our self, are sinners and utterly undeserving of any of God’s good blessings.

Who are we to begrudge God’s generosity with others? We believe they do not deserve it, but who are we to make such judgments? Is not God allowed to do whatever He chooses with whatever belongs to Him? 

Someone may ask, “Is envy really that serious of a matter?” Yes, it will destroy a church and it will destroy the soul. Thinks of Cain’s envy and jealousy over his brother’s acceptance by God of the sacrifice. It led him to murder his brother and this destroyed his life.

Think of Joseph’s brothers when their father gave Joseph the coat of many colors. Their envy and their jealousy drove them to a murderous rage and they, ultimately, sold their brother into slavery and destroying the happiness of their whole family.
 James tells us,


3:16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice.
Envy is something that begins in the heart and it is an attitude. It is not something that is necessarily seen. We say someone is “green with envy” and there are all kinds of symptoms envy produces, but envy can also be hidden and flourish and dominate one’s heart, thoughts, attitudes, and actions. This is a fountainhead of everything wrong in relationships. James continues,

2:1 What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war within 
you? 2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. 
You do not have, because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it 
on your passions.
We need to take inventory and ask our self, “Am I jealous about anyone’s happiness or blessing from God? Do I genuinely rejoice when others rejoice? When I see someone has a possession or an experience of a blessing, the way their children are obedient, the way their children are successful, an opportunity they have, a talent they have, a gift they have, or their health, is there anyway I cannot rejoice? When I see that person with their gifts, instead of saying, ‘I am so glad they are able to do that,’ all the while grumbling about all the time they spend doing that.”
Quality #4: Love does not boast. Eugene Peterson, in his translation, The Message, tells us, “Love doesn’t strut.” 

John Wooden, the famed and former basketball coach of the UCLA Bruins, told his players he did not want anyone to know whether they had won or lost the game by the look on their faces at the end. That is quite a teaching and for the most part his players carried that out. He did not want them to boast when they won and he did not want them to envy when they lost. Instead, he wanted them to focus on whether they played their best and only each person would know whether they gave their best in the situation and to reflect upon that, “Whether I won or lost, did I give my best today?”

Envy and boasting are twins. Envy is craving a happiness someone else has and we do not; boasting is exulting in a happiness we have and someone else does not. Boasting purposely tempts others to envy us. How twisted boasting is! Why would we want to make another person jealous? How does their envy add to our joy and happiness whatsoever? Only a heart devoid of love can answer that.

In Corinth, boasting became an art form,


1 Corinthians 1:12 What I mean is that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow 
Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.”
They were boasting about whose group they were involved in within the church. Others were boasting of their spiritual gifts,

6 I have applied all these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, brothers, that you may learn by us not 
to go beyond what is written, that none of you may be puffed up in favor of one against another. 7a For who 
sees anything different in you? What do you have that you did not receive?
Is that not an amazing principle? The reason we cannot boast is because we do not have one thing that we did not receive as a gift from God. We have nothing we can point to and say, “I have this because of me, myself!” Everything we have, everything we enjoy, every bit of happiness we experience is because God has graced us with His kindness and blessing. 

Boasting is very sneaky. For the most part we are not aware we are doing it when we do it. If we were to ask another, “Do you boast very much at all?” and they answer, “Oh, no, not really.” I believe that is where all of us would be because our pride cloaks itself. We do not like to think of our self tooting our own horn, yet we often boast very subtly and skillfully. We tend to “one-up” others in our stories about everything from our children’s gifts and accomplishments to our trials and pains, to our high school athletic teams, to our pride, and our earthly possessions. 

I laughed when I heard Brian Reagan’s little sketch titled, “Beware Of The Me Monster!” That is a good title because the is a “me monster” inside of everyone of us. We need to beware because that “me monster” wants to rule. He says, “I made the mistake of trying to tell a story about having only two wisdom teeth pulled. I learned a lesson: Do not ever try to tell a two-wisdom teeth story because you ain’t’ going nowhere. The four-wisdom teeth people are going to parachute in and cut you off at the pass, ‘Halt! Halt, with your two-wisdom teeth tale.’ You will never complete one, trust me!” 

We begin telling some story about a problem we have and someone else parachutes in with their own story about how they had it worse. Someone will start telling their “one up” story and shut you down. That is the truth and we must ask our self, “Has that happened or do I quietly listen when someone is telling of some victory in their life and I rejoice in that. And, when they tell me of come pain in their life, I simply sorrow with them.” That is what love does; it does not boast. 

The Gospel removes all cause for our boasting in our self,


8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a 
result of works, so that no one may boast.
Remember the two people Jesus talked about who went into the Temple to pray, in Luke 18?

11 “The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, 
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I 
get.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, 
saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than 
the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”
The Pharisee was boasting before men and before God. All boasting in our self is a form of self-worship and that is why it is so evil; it is idolatry. We are ascribing worth to our self and there is no real worth to our self. The only real worth we encounter and engage in is the worth of God. That is why it is so vital for us, instead of turning and boasting our self, to turn and boast in God. Jeremiah 9, tells us this,


23 Thus says the Lord: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, 
let not the rich man boast in his riches, 24 but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows 
me, that I am the Lord who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these 
things I delight, declares the Lord.”
There is a spiritual boasting, but it is always directed upward to God. We are antsy to tell others, “Let me tell you how great God is!”

In the previous study I gave a definition of love and I want to share it as we close. I also gave an application and I want to keep it rolling through our heart and mind week after week. 

Love is the giving of one’s self in the diligent pursuit of God’s eternal happiness for others for the purpose of glorifying God. We desire others to experience God’s happiness eternally for the purpose of glorifying God. How do we begin to show God’s love to other people in Jesus’ church? First, enter deeper into the joy of God’s love. Recognize such love is not within the flesh’s reach. If our heart is not, first, satisfied with God it will not be able to share that satisfaction with others. It will always be looking for that satisfaction from others and it will keep us from being able to love.
Second, repent of a lack of love in the heart for all of God’s family. It is not enough to love the people who love us or the people we click with, but if there is any lack of love for any specific individual in Jesus’ church, repent of that and consider it as a sin against God.

Third, we need to discipline our self to pray for God to lead us in loving others. How exciting it is to have a living God who talks personally with us and leads us. I believe if we discipline our self and pray this way and then act upon our prayers, we will have one of the most exciting lives ever to be lived because everyday we will see God at work through each of us.

Fourth, purpose to act upon God’s promptings. Engage the will. Act instead of having good intentions. Take action for the glory of God.

� The Priority of Love, 1 Corinthians 13:1-3, February 22, 2015
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