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The Way of Love

 1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 
2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as 
to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body 
to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.

4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its 
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 

7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it 
will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will 
pass away. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I 
became a man, I gave up childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I 
know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.

13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

4:1 Pursue love…
Two men were hiking in opposite directions on a narrow mountain path. They met at a narrow precipice. On one side was the sharp face of the mountain. On the other side was a deep crevasse that dropped three- to four-hundred feet. The path was so narrow that neither men could pass by one another side-by-side. They looked helplessly at one another because it was so narrow neither could back up. They wondered what they were going to do. One of the men’s eyes brightened suddenly and he dropped to the ground and he lay down, flat, on the path. He said, “Walk on top of me.” The other man walked on top of him and both were able to go on their way.
This story is a great illustration of how God intends for His church to move forward. In love, God calls us, His people, to be willing to lay flat on the ground and allow others to walk on top of us, to lay down our life for the advance of Jesus’ name and for the good of one another. God calls us not to battle for our rights, but rather to battle to see who gets to give the most in love. That is where our joy is found. It truly is more blessed to give than to receive.
 If we are pursuing our joy, we will be pursuing a life of love.
Sadly, however, this is not often the reality of Jesus’ church. Often, selfishness reigns within the midst of God’s people and we push one another off of the edge of the path. We look to our text, 1 Corinthians 13, to find a challenge. I want to encourage you with a note a pastor received recently a note from a new family at Bethany Baptist Church and it encouraged me, also. The note read, “A few weeks ago Pastor Ritch mentioned his hope that visitors would come to Bethany and meet new best friends. That has certainly been true for us.” They mentioned in the ABC class
 they attended, the people who sat around them, “have become best friends. I hope that is an encouragement to the pastor.” That is an encouragement to me and the rest of the pastors, elders, and deacons. I hope it is an encouragement to each one who is a part of this church family. I am so very thankful for so many in this church who have a ministry of love. I feel my heart well up when I read the Apostle Paul write about the church in Philippi, as he writes in his letter to them,


1:9 And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all 
discernment…to the glory and praise of God.

Apart from us abounding more and more in love for one another, we are unable to bring glory and praise to God. It is impossible for too many people to commit too strongly to a ministry of love in Jesus’ church because love is the means by which God move forward a church to bring glory to Him.

On Saturday night worship we are studying John 14. In that study we are learning more about the Holy Spirit. One of my professors on seminary asked this question, “If the Holy Spirit would vacate this world, would we know it?” That is a pretty good question, is it not? Is there anything happening our life and in our church that if the Holy Spirit suddenly vacated this place we would say, “Oh, we have notice something is missing.” 

There is no greater evidence of the Holy Spirit’s presence in the church than love. That is one of the things we would notice immediately, that there would be something different, something diminished, about the love among God’s people if God's Spirit was not present and was not active. So, we move forward in love grabbing hold of the Holy Spirit that empowers us to love one another in ways our flesh never would.
We have discussed the priority of love in the church and we will consider three more specific actions love takes, or at least avoids. The priority of love is Paul’s presentation in the first three verses. If we do not have love, than all knowledge, all teaching, all faith, all sacrifice, all service, all giving gains nothing and is nothing. The reason for that is the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the very center of God's Kingdom plan, is love. 
We consider God and His Gospel calls everyone of us to repent of our sin, sin that is so destruction that it merits God’s eternal condemnation upon our life. We are to repent of our sin and then turn to Jesus Christ in faith for the forgiveness of sin. When a person comes to faith in Jesus as Savior and Lord they are given new life and an indwelling presence of God’s Holy Spirit and they are adopted into God’s family. God has not finished His work the moment we come to faith, but He has just begun it. The rest of the Christian life is a Christian life of pursuing conformity to the image of Jesus, that God would sanctify us and make us more and more like Himself. That is the work God is doing in every person who is truly born again. He does this as we live in community with one another. That is the means of God’s sanctifying work. 

No one grows to me more like Jesus in isolation from our brothers and sisters in God’s family. We grow to be more like Jesus, which is God’s ultimate goal for us and is why He providentially has everything that happens happen in our life, as we submit our will to Him and as we live life together. That is the means by which God is accomplishing His wonderful work.
Ephesians 5 contains a passage we often think of as a passage about marriage, but the Apostle Paul is really not talking about marriage at all, but he is talking about Christ and His relationship to the church,


25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he might sanctify 
her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he might present the church to 
himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle…

We need to consider what Christ is doing and then we need to connect that to this pursuit of Christ-likeness and what it means to be like Jesus. To those of us who are members of Christ’s body, that is our goal as well. We love the church and we are willing to give our self up for her that the church together might be this beautiful bride of Christ that brings praise and honor to Him. This is the reason why Paul writes the way he does in 1 Corinthians 13:1-3, about the priority of love within the church, because Christ is the ultimate expression of love. We came to know love because of the love of Christ bringing us to Him.

If we are moving forward in conformity to the image of Jesus that means we are moving forward in abounding in love more and more. A passage in Romans 8 is so often misunderstood. It is often taken to mean whatever happens in life will ultimately lead to some better circumstance in this life at some point later on. It is not what is being taught to us at all,

28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called 
according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of 
his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.
So often this is interrupted by many that later in life it will all turn out okay and our circumstances will turn around and reverse and then we will have pleasant circumstances instead of painful ones, but that is not at all what God is saying and it is important to read both verses together. The question is: What is God’s purpose for our life? His purpose is to conform each of us into the image of His Son and that is His purpose for providentially bringing everything that comes to pass to reality in our life. He is working all things: painful things and pleasant things; wonderfully, joyfully, happy things and difficult, awful, dark things. He is using all of this to say He wants more than anything to bring us the greatest joy we could ever possibly experience by conforming us to the image of Jesus. This process may be painful for a time but the end result will be one of praise to Him and eternal, infinite joy for us. 
That is why 1 Corinthians 13 is not merely a sweet, sentimental prose we love to read at a wedding because it is sweet and it makes us feel like a hot cup of hot chocolate on a cold day. That is not what 1 Corinthians 13 is about; it is about a picture of Jesus and reminding us of the work of God in conforming us to Jesus. If we miss the application of 1 Corinthians 13, we miss the whole purpose of God’s working in us and that would be tragic.

Many commentators have noted that this chapter is a wonderful summary of who Jesus is. If we read the first several verses and replace the word “love” with the name of “Jesus”, our text reads this way,

1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not [Jesus], I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 
2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as 
to remove mountains, but have not [Jesus], I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my 
body to be burned, but have not [Jesus], I gain nothing.

4 [Jesus] is patient and kind; [Jesus] does not envy or boast; [Jesus] is not arrogant 5 or rude. [Jesus] does not 
insist on [His] own way; [Jesus] is not irritable or resentful; 6 [Jesus] does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but [He]
rejoices with the truth. 7 [Jesus] bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

8 [Jesus] never ends.
Does this not help us to understand what it means to be conformed to the likeness of Jesus? The primary evidence we have that we are growing in conformity in Jesus is that love abounds more and more in our heart. It is possible to abound more and more in biblical knowledge, more and more in practical righteousness, more and more in service to God, more and more in religious activity, but if we are not being conformed and abounding more and more in love then, regardless of whatever else we say is going on in our life concerning spiritual disciplines and the like, we cannot say we are being conformed to Jesus because at the center of the person of Jesus is this issue of love.
We have been studying these fifteen qualities of love that bring glory to God in His church. Love is very practical. These are verbs and they are actions; love is always active. It is never just an idea but it is always something that moves from its reality as a virtue into real life, behaviors, attitudes, and words. We have considered that love is patient; it does not strike out when it is struck. Love is kind; it is active in pursuing in bringing gifts and giving one’s self for the benefit of others. Love does not envy; when it sees another person happy, healthy, whole, and successful it does not envy them but it rejoices with them. Love does not boast; when we are happy, healthy, whole, and successful we do not try to tempt others to be envious of us.
I trust this study will be very practical as we consider what each of these qualities of love are and how they interact with our life. We recognize these do not come naturally to us. These are all supernaturally born of God's Spirit and while some individuals may express these in move visible ways, each of us, in our flesh, will bleed away from love in all of these descriptions.

Quality #5: Love is not arrogant. The King James Version says, “Love is not puffed up.” The Message translation says, “Love does not have a swelled head.” Love does not inflate our own self-importance and deflate other’s importance. 

I believe it is true for me to assume that all of us knows someone who we believe is arrogant, puffed up, and with a swelled head. How does that arrogant person make us feel when we interact with them? Do they make us feel rejected, demeaned, belittled, hurt, angry, lonely? Yes, that is what an arrogant person does. 

What is arrogance? Arrogance is an over appreciation for one’s self that wells itself to an under appreciation for others. What are we attempted to over appreciate about our self? It may be our wealth, our standing in society, our intelligence, our power, our abilities, our accomplishments, even our spirituality. Spiritual arrogance is the worst kind because it assaults the saving grace of God in our life. We are tending to over appreciate our own spirituality and under appreciate other’s spirituality. That is certainly what was happening in the church in Corinth. 

A tender affection and concern for others never grows in the soil of arrogance or self-conceit. Love for God and others swallows up arrogance and that is why we pursue love for God because that is the only remedy for the arrogance that grows and thrives in our fleshly heart. 
The self-esteem movement is really predominant in the evangelical church and it teaches us it is nearly impossible for us to appreciate our self too much. The self-esteem movement teaches us to think we are better than others and that we have fewer diminishing flaws that are significant. Yet, God differs here. God tells us He is excited when we see our sin, our failing, and our shortcoming for what they are,


1 Peter 5:5b Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives 
grace to the humble.”
Some have observed that the ground is level at the foot of the cross. A right understanding of our sin and of the atoning sacrifice of Jesus keeps us from arrogance because at the base we all become flat on our faces, unworthy, “Woe is me. Woe is me. I am undone. I am a man of unclean lips.” This is what the Gospel does to us. 
Arrogance is completely out of place in the life of the Christian. Where ever it is present the Spirit of God is not. We have come to recognize our self as a sinner who deserves God’s judgment and we realize that even the best of our deeds are not meritorious and they are filthy rags in God’s sight. We come to see our life as it is before the presence of a holy God, filthy, rotten, stinking, and worthless. Together we become worthless and we have nothing in our self to be arrogant about. 

Arrogance invites God’s opposition to our life. God opposes the arrogant. God opposes the proud. What an awful thing it is to have God stand against us. Romans 8 teaches us a wonderful truth,


31b If God is for us, who can be against us?... 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 
him who loved us.
God’s grace is stronger than any opposition we might face in this life. Victory and future joy is secured for us by Jesus Christ. If arrogance takes root in our soul then God's Word testifies that God opposes those who are arrogant; He opposes the proud. If God is against us, then the question turns around to ask, “Who can be for us?” In other words, what ally could possibly overcome God’s own opposition. That is why arrogance is such an important sin to attend to in our life. It is, again, a sin that is often given praise in our culture today, yet it is a sin that says, “This is a sin that invites My opposition to you.” 

Arrogance ruins us individually, but even worse, it ruins us as a church family. Having a swelled head keeps us from entering the fellowship of God’s family because we believe we are too good for it. We look around at other people and we say, “There is a better group I can join myself to. All of these are below me.” Having a big head breaks joyful fellowship in the church because we participate in exclusionary cliques within the church and that is what was happening in the church in Corinth. They would only eat with certain groups and not eat with other groups in the church because they felt as though, “This is a group that is more spiritual or more gifted or more intelligent or with a higher social standing.” Arrogance destroys the fellowship of the church. 

The church is not a fraternity or a sorority in which we exclude others based upon personal merit. Such thinking is evil and wrong in the body of Christ. Consider 1 Corinthians 1,


12 What I mean is that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I 
follow Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 
14 I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one may say that you were 
baptized in my name.
Here is a man who loves the Gospel and who loves to see conversions and who loves to participate in all of the worship of God and he says, “Do you know what I am happy about? I see the lack of love in your church and I am thankful I did not get into the baptismal river with very many of you. There are only two I baptized and I am thankful for that because if I had gotten in the river and baptized more of you, there would be even less love.” What an awful thing and an awful indictment about a church. Yet, that is where they were. 
Relationships representing God’s love cannot be forged when the sin of superiority takes root. Arrogance places our eyes solely upon our self and ignores the care God has for others whom He has elected and redeemed and purchased with the blood of His own Son. 

One problem with the sin of arrogance is that it blinds the person who is consumed by it from seeing it. If I were to ask: Do you believe yourself to be arrogant? Would your answer be: No, not me! We do not see our arrogance where it is, yet arrogance is likely a part of each of our own heart. 

What are some common ways in which this specific sin of arrogance shows itself to us? It is easy for us to see arrogance in others, but that is not the point of Scripture. The point of Scripture is to help us see arrogance in our own self and for it to be a mirror to us. It is not to be a spyglass into the life of others. Scripture is a mirror to help us to see our own soul. Apart from that mirror we would never see our self for who we really are. 

This list is not comprehensive, but I want to share a few ideas that may catch each of us in a practical way. There are so many other angles and we will do this with each of these qualities in which arrogance shows itself. I want to be specific in some of the ways and some of the concepts. 

First, arrogance narrows the number of people we can enjoy. If I become a person whose list of people I am willing to hang around with is very small and selective, arrogance has taken root. Love causes us to have a broad heart so as to say, “I can enjoy almost anyone.” 
There are some people who are excluded: those who are malicious and intentionally evil and we cannot enjoy them because they have allowed evil and malice to be a part of their life. When I was a youth pastor, often times parents would say to me, “I love my teenage son, but I do not like him very much.” I told them, “You need to start liking him. You need to find someway in which you like him, because you cannot communicate love if you do not like the person.” Arrogance narrows the number of people we would like.

Second, arrogance gets into frequent arguments. If my relationships and conversations often include debates about whose opinions are better, arrogance is the source. We often ascribe arguments to and set them at the feet of others in the blame. That is the reason why there is conflict. If we notice a pattern of conflict and arguments in our conversations, we need to see that as a mirror that reflects arrogance in our own soul.

Third, arrogance separates itself from the group when the group makes decisions we do not agree with. Arrogance takes the football and goes home and says, “If this is the way they are going to decide to do things I do not want to be a part of it.” 

Fourth, arrogance is highly critical of others. It makes us believe we can perceive the motives and intentions of another person’s heart. That is the domain of God alone. 

Fifth, arrogance makes us quick to blame another for our own discomfort or defeat. I see this when I loose my keys, but then I say, “Kimberly, where did you put my keys?” That is arrogance! My assumption is when she goes away to visit her mother and father, I seem to find my keys get lost then also. Then I realize that was arrogant of me to assume someone else is to blame for my discomfort. It is arrogant to be so critical.
If we lose the basketball game, arrogance tells us it is because a teammate did not pass the ball and they did not make the right play and they did not try hard enough. 

Sixth, arrogance destroys love and it can destroy our faith.

Quality #6: Love is not rude. The Message reads: Love does not force itself on others. The Holman Christian Standard Bible reads: Love does not act improperly. Another version says: Love does not behave gracelessly. 

What is rudeness? Rudeness is acting in ways that are out of place or out of time. Rudeness is acting in ways that makes others uncomfortable or feel unpleasant. 

Within various cultures, rudeness will change, but every one of us has the responsibility to discover what it is about others that makes them feel more comfortable and that does not unnecessarily decrease their joy. Love asks: How can I advance other’s happiness or joy in every circumstance? That circumstance may be a dinner table, on a airplane, in a church service, in a classroom, on a basketball court, on a work project, at a party. It can be at any circumstance, but love asks: How can I advance other’s happiness and joy through my words or through my actions?

In the church in Corinth, rudeness broke out while they were eating love feasts celebrating the Lord’s Supper, in 1 Corinthians 11,


20 When you come together, it is not the Lord's supper that you eat. 21 For in eating, each one goes ahead with 
his own meal. One goes hungry, another gets drunk. 22 What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in? Or 
do you despise the church of God and humiliate those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I 
commend you in this? No, I will not.
The church would get together for a love feast at the Lord’s Supper and they would have dinner together. There would be one group of friends who were wealthy and they would bring potluck, all kinds of food and wine and other delicacies. At another table were the poor people and they would bring potluck and they hardly had enough to scrape a meal together. They were side-by-side and Paul is telling them while the wealthy group is partying up at one table they were showing a lack of love to the brothers sitting at the table next to them. He is telling them there is nothing wrong with having a party at their house where they invite their friends and have a party, but doing this side-by-side is rude and it is causing others to suffer because of the way they were acting and they should be more considerate. 

The rude person thinks, “I have every right to act the way I want to act. If others have a problem with it they can leave.” That is rude and arrogant. Love tells us we should have a desire to act in ways that increases the joy in others who are around us. Love understands some will take offense over righteous actions that must be taken for the glory of Christ. I am not saying we can ever live a life for the glory of Christ that does not offend anyone. This is not what the Bible teaches at all, but love works to act in ways that advances other’s experiences of joy and happiness and it seeks not to necessarily diminish their peace in this world.
No one ever looks at a person who is rude to them in their words or their actions and they think, “That person really loves me.” Rudeness communicates self-interest. Improper behavior and words have become the norm in our culture and it is apparent. Anyone who has lived a few decades recognizes in our lifetime we have seen rudeness increase in an amazing measure in almost every sphere of community life in our culture. Yet, love is not rude.

I understand that sometimes the rules of etiquette accomplish the opposite of what the rules were originally intended to do. Etiquette can actually be used to put on a show of superiority and separate people and we must be careful of that. Manners that are not good manners are not given to us to make us boring and stiff people and joyless. Public manners are intended to lovingly show deference respect for others so that everyone can be freer to laugh and share life with one another in community. Love is willing to limit our own personal freedom for the joy of others. 
In 1 Corinthians 14, we find another sign of worship in the Corinth church’s worship service,


29 Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others weigh what is said. 30 If a revelation is made to another 
sitting there, let the first be silent. 31 For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all be 
encouraged, 32 and the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets. 33 For God is not a God of confusion but of 
peace.
All in the church are talking on top of one another. One begins and before he is finished another begins talking and before long there is a cacophony because no one is polite enough to wait until the other person is finished.
What are some of the symptoms of a rude spirit? Rudeness takes actions which causes others around us to experience less joy. We should watch for this effect, if others are having less joy, whether I am in a church service, a movie, or playing tennis.

Second, rudeness does not think very often about another person’s experiences. If they do, they think, “If they are bothered, that is their problem and they need to get over it.”

Third, rudeness abuses others during difficult conversations. Rudeness answers before the person has an opportunity to communicate. There is an unwillingness to listen.

Fourth, rudeness is abrupt. It is not tactful when confronting or in having hard conversations. Love has hard conversations, but it is very tactful and gentle. 

Quality #7: Love does not insist upon its own way. It is not always, “Me first!” One translation of this reads, “Love does not seek its own,” its own what? Its own praise. Its own honor. Its own profit. Its own success. Its own pleasure. 

Jesus, talking in Mark 10, had two disciples, James and John, who wanted to sit at His right hand in the Kingdom. They were coming to Him to ask that. The other disciples heard James and John ask for this privilege and they began to break out in a huge argument over who was going to be sitting at the place of honor in the Kingdom when Jesus reigns and rules. Is that not interesting? They are focused upon Jesus and they are focused upon the Kingdom, but they are also focused upon themselves. Doesn’t that paint a picture for us as to how it is very possible for us to be in church, worshipping God, with a thought about God and about His Kingdom, and yet miss completely miss the message of the Gospel to our own soul in relationship to love? That is why Jesus said,


42 And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who are considered rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43 But it shall not be so among 
you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever would be first among you 
must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.”
The disciples still do not get it because when they go to the Upper Room, after Jesus had just talked to them about their need to be servants and not like the Gentiles who lord it over others and who seek after their own honor, no one was willing to wash one another’s feet. That is why the Master took a towel upon Himself and washed their feet.
 He told them to follow His example and be a servant.
One commentator, in reading this verse, says, “Cure selfishness and you will have just replanted the Garden of Eden.” I believe that is true. Many of the thorns that grow up in our garden, the garden of our life, our family, of our church, is because too often we are seeking our own. If we can cure selfishness, then our life, family, and church will be more like the Garden of Eden, less weeds, more beautiful fruit, and more enjoyment. Paul’s letter to the church in Philippi reads,

2:3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 
4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind among 
yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus…

It is all about being like Jesus. John the Baptist said, “He must increase and I must decrease,”
 and that becomes the motto. It is the remedy to this “me first” spirit. 

Sadly, many in our Christian culture have created a biblical mandate, teaching us we must love our self first. They get that from Jesus command to “love your neighbor as yourself.”
 They say one cannot love others unless they first love one’s self, so we first work to love our self and we put our self first, advance our self, enrich our self, gratify our self. That must be our first priority, but God's Word contradicts that. Love does not seek its own first.  2 Timothy 3 tells us,

1 But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. 2 For people will be lovers of 
self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 heartless, 
unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, 4 treacherous, reckless, swollen with 
conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having the appearance of godliness, but denying its 
power. Avoid such people.
God calls us to love our neighbor as we naturally we do our self. Self-love is natural to us. We do not have to work at that. Love for others does not destroy what we call a natural or healthy self-love, but it is a self-love that moves us toward God in humility and toward others in giving.
What are the symptoms when we begin insisting on our own way? First, when there is unpleasant conflict that almost always accompanies decisions that require more than one person. If, whenever decisions require more than one person, we find ourselves often in conflict. For instance, in a decision of what color paint we are going to put on our living room wall, we say, “This is not going to go well. It will bring about a conflict.” This is because we are insisting on our own way.

Second, when there is a refusal to support the decision that has been made by others. That is also an indication of a “me first” spirit. If we were not there and we are not in absolute agreement with the decision, we will make it hard for that decision to move forward. That is terrible as a church. It is impossible for the church to move forward in ministry, in all the things a church does – missions, evangelism, and discipleship, if that “me first” spirit says, “I am going to insist upon my way. If I did not make the decision, I am going to be a part of it and I am going to try and slow it down with my words, my actions, or my non-participation.” That is how a lack of love destroys the ability of a church to bring glory to Christ.

Third, there is a deep concern about how group decisions will affect us personally. In other words, we recognize this group decision might be better for the group, but it is going to be a loss for us, so we oppose it. That is a symptom that our soul is insisting on its own way. 

Fourth, the failure to sympathize with the difficulties others are having. “Me first” does not consider others in their difficulty. Imagine being in an airport and the plane is delayed. We go talk to the person behind the counter. What is on our mind when we go talk to that person? Do we consider at all this person has had to talk to fifty people in front of us and every one of them screamed at this person and made them feel terrible about their self? They have no control whatsoever about the plane. Do we consider that when we talk with that person? If we do not, then we are insisting on our own way, “It is me first and that is all I care about. You need to get your mind around ‘me first’, too, or I am going to be forever unsettled with you.” “Me first” does not consider what this person must undergo and what are they experiencing through the conflict and difficulty we are in with them. 

I encourage each of us with the words from our text,


1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 
2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as 
to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body 
to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.

4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its 
own way…
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