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The Way of Love

 1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 
2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as 
to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body 
to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.

4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own 
way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 [Love] does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 
7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it 
will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will 
pass away. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I 
became a man, I gave up childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I 
know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.

13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.
Love sometimes acts in ways in which the object of love does not appreciate. My children seldom appreciated discipline at the time they were receiving it. My sons did not appreciate the immunization shots when they were toddlers. They rarely appreciated my encouragements for them to wake up early or to set aside the video games. Yet, in all of these parental actions, they were motivated by love. Though the recipient of that love did not appreciate it at the time, the action was motivated by love. The fact someone does not receive love as love does not negate it. 

Love is not always a warm kitten. Love sometimes offends the person being loved. Love often protects like a mighty lion strong. What does love do when a daughter in her mid 20’s joyfully announces she is moving in with her fiancé prior to their marriage? What does love do when a Christian friend chooses to attend a fraternity party where alcohol and sex are the main courses? What does love do toward that friend? What does love do when a brother or sister in Christ has openly given their self to sin? 

Today many pit love and righteousness against one another as though they are opponents. They apply that if a person prioritizes righteousness and they cannot be a loving person, and if a person prioritizes love, then, they cannot truly be righteous, at least not consistently and biblically. Yet, in truth, righteousness and love never oppose one another. They are not like two teams pulling against one another in a tug-of-war match. The relationship between righteousness and love is not that of two rival forces keeping one another in check. Instead, righteousness and love are on the same team and they are pulling in the same direction. They pull together on the rope, against the opponents of sin and the opponents of Satan, to keep us from getting dunked in the mud pit. 

Righteousness and love are the two sides of the same coin, congenial, not contentious. Righteousness without love is not righteousness. Love without righteousness is simply not love. True righteousness pushes us deeper into love. True love pushes us deeper toward righteousness. Each of these virtues comprise a central feature in the definition of the other. Authentic righteousness is love-centered righteousness and authentic love is righteousness-centered love. 

Of course, it is possible to posses a distorted version of righteousness that excludes love. The Pharisees did that, did they not? They distorted righteousness so that it became something arrogant and condemning and mean. It is also possible to possess a distorted version that excludes righteousness. Such a distorted love is a syrupy, emotionalism. It is something that affirms every life choice regardless of where that life choice may lead and how much it may harm the other person. 

God Himself, although Scripture, testifies to the conjoined nature of righteousness and love,


Romans 12:9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10 Love one another with brotherly 
affection.

1 Peter 1:22 Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one 
another earnestly from a pure heart…


1 John 5:1 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments.
God bookends this aspect of righteousness between the commands to love. This is how we really know whether we love one another as Christians, that we are truly loving God and obeying His commandments. It is impossible to truly love one another as brother and sister if we are disobedient to God’s commandments. 
We continue to study this subject of love in our series of 1 Corinthians 13. We have been discussing all through the study that love is not passive, but that it is active and all are active verbs being used to describe love in our text. The Apostle Paul uses fifteen verbs to tell us how love practices within the body of the church and in the community of faith. We have seen these fifteen qualities of love that bring glory to God in the church. We have studied nine of them; we have read that love is patient, kind, does not envy, does not boast, it is not arrogant or rude, it does not insist upon its own way, it is not irritable or resentful. 

Paul does not pull these fifteen qualities of love out of his yarmulke. He has a reason for why he is presenting these specific fifteen qualities. He names these qualities because he is looking at the church at Corinth. He is writing to them and he recognizes these are qualities that are all missing from this church. They are all either weak or absent in this community of faith and Paul wants to challenge them: This is what love is really all about and if they are a loving church this is how they will relate to one another. 
It is important to keep in mind that Paul writes to a church that is struggling with this idea of practical love. God’s primary purpose for giving to us this beautiful, rich chapter is to teach us how to relate one another in the church. There is great application regarding marriage and family, regarding workplace and everywhere else we are in relationship with others, but primarily this chapter is given to us so that we, as a church, will relate to one another in love. 

The church is the central means by which God advances His grace and His name in a broken world. It is only as we commit to relate to one another in love that the church will ever glorify God. It is impossible for the church to glorify God and that is why Paul is so passionate as he writes to the church in Corinth, “Listen, you have so many things going on, but this is the one thing that is killing you.” We can never be in effective ministry of God’s grace apart from deep, rich love relationships in the church. So, I urge you to pray each time we open this chapter together, “Lord, show me, first, how I can abound more and more in love in this local church. Show me how I can be effective in a ministry of love. You have given everyone one of us the opportunity, and indeed the responsibility, to have a ministry of love in my own local church. Convict me, Lord, where I do not have that ministry of love and then enrich me so that I will be passionate about having a ministry of love within my own local church.”

In this study, we will consider two more qualities stated in Verse 6 and these qualities are related to one another,


6 [Love] does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth.
Up to this point, Paul has been focusing upon what love does not do. Verse 6 is a swing verse because he states what love does not do and then he adds what love does do. The New American Standard Bible uses the word “unrighteousness” and I believe that is a better translation of this word. 
Quality #10: Love does not rejoice at wrongdoing. The first nine qualities we studied were challenging. Have they not been challenging? Have we found those to be challenging? I trust each of us has. But, they are not really controversial. This quality of love is incredibly controversial in our culture and in our world. This quality is the backbone of love and it reveals that love is strong, firm, and unbending. Love is righteous. 

Because God is infinitely righteous, the virtue of righteousness is centrally important to Him. God requires righteousness in order for us to be in relationship with Him. In fact, He requires perfect God-like righteousness. Wrongdoing and sin create a conflict between God and us so that sin breaks, or severs, our relationship with Him so that we become alienated and separated from Him. Sin places us not in relationship with God, but it places us under His just wrath and His righteous response to sin. It places us in a relationship with condemnation rather than acceptance.

So, if we are to be in right relationship with God, we need to be righteous. But, here is the bad news of Scripture, and it is horrible news, the Gospel teaches us there is not one person in all of human history who ever lived up to the righteousness God requires in order to be in relationship with Him, save only Jesus the God-man. That is bad news, that no one is good enough! No one lives the kind of life that pleases God so that He would open His arms and embrace us and welcome us into Heaven. In Romans 3, the Apostle Paul writes,


10 as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one…”

We need to be righteous in order to be in relationship with God and in order for us to be fit for Heaven, but no one is. There are no exceptions to this. In fact, Isaiah the Prophet is going to speak about this very theme when he writes, 


6a We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.
How many of us have become unclean and unfit for Heaven and a relationship with God? All of us, and, in fact, if we look at our righteous deeds, because we recognize God demands righteousness so we attempt to be righteous and we look at our righteous deeds we have manufactured and produced from our self, all of our righteous deeds is God’s eyes are like a polluted garment or filthy rags. This is bad news.
The big question is this: If God requires righteousness and we fall short of manufacturing it, how can we obtain the righteousness we need in order to be accepted by God and embraced into His family? I hope that is a question of each one of us because that is a really important question to pursue. Each of us, in our self, are outside of God’s love, outside of His acceptance, outside of His life, outside of Heaven forever and ever. We are inside of His condemnation, inside His wrath, inside of His displeasure, and inside a separation that never will end. 

If we need righteousness, how can we obtain it? This is where there is good news and amazing news from the Gospel. God provides for us the exact righteousness we need in order to be in relationship with Him. We read this in Romans 3,


21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the 
Prophets bear witness to it— 22a the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.
The Law is helpful because it shows to us the righteousness we need. There is a righteousness that is alien to us, one that is not a part of what we have produced, but it comes to us through faith as a gift from God through Jesus Christ. God offers us this righteousness in His Son. We read this from 2 Corinthians 5,

21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God.
Isn’t that amazing? God provides a perfect righteousness for us by the means of His Son Jesus. This is a righteousness we need and a righteousness by which we have no other means to obtain other than through Jesus. God offers us this righteousness as a free gift. Before we discuss the application of this righteousness, once we have obtained it, have we obtained this righteousness through Jesus Christ? There will be a day when we will stand before God and give an account of our life and if we are trusting in our own righteousness, we will fall short and we will suffer the just penalty of our sin. Have we obtained this righteousness? Have we received it so that on that day we can say, “Yes, I have the righteousness of God and I have the righteousness of God in Christ so I am confident as I stand before God on that day. This is not because of anything I have done, but because of what Christ has done in me and for me.” This is the amazing truth of the Gospel. 

What happens after a Christian obtains this righteousness through a faith in Jesus? God tells us this gift of righteousness changes the way we live. While it is not our righteousness that is produced, but a righteousness that is given, that righteousness begins to change us so that we become more and more righteous. We do not obey God's Law in order to obtain God’s perfect righteousness, but we obey God's Law because we already possess it in Christ. Now it is ours to simply live out this good news message, living in grace. Living in grace does not mean we are more relaxed about righteousness, but it means we are more intentional about righteousness.

Now, our text comes to us and it teaches us how righteousness and love relate beautifully and wonderfully to one another. Love never rejoices in unrighteousness. How could we rejoice in the very thing that places us under God’s wrath? How can we rejoice in the very thing that defies God and which shakes its fist at God? The Holman Christian Standard Bible reads, “Love finds no joy in unrighteousness…” Love keeps us from ever finding any joy in wrongdoing. That is what love does for the Christian. Love keeps us from ever taking joy in wrongdoing in our own life or in the life of a brother or sister. 
Love understands the devastation that sin and unrighteousness brings to a soul. If we love our brother we cannot rejoice in anything that is wrong or unrighteous in their life. We cannot love anything that would destroy their soul, not if we love them. This is a really radical way to think about love. It is the way a world will scoff at and absolutely and utterly reject. It is a quality of love that surprises and indeed stuns many to day. Modern expectations about love is that love never judges. Love does not make any value judgment about another person’s choice of actions, attitudes, or lifestyle. That is a modern perception about love. Is not that true? 

Yet, here God is most clear: Love never finds any joy in sin. Why? It is because sin kills the person who commits it. Sin destroys the soul of the person whom we love. So, how can we love the very thing that is ruining the person? Our culture turns love upside down when it rejects the simple principle. We expect this form of rejection from a world that is rejecting God, but more and more, members of Jesus’ church apply a definition of love that is so syrupy so as to really be hatred. So many apply a definition of love, that is vital we affirm the other person regardless of their thinking, their beliefs, and their actions. 
Let me give some examples, for examples are really not difficult in this regard. I can think of dozens, but I will offer two that are challenging for us today. The first is the example of gossip and slander in the church. Do we not find it easy to listen to others tell stories that are juicy and salacious about another person? Don’t we find that easy to do? Don’t we find it really hard when they are confiding in us to actually confront them for that sin? Proverbs 26 reads this way,

20 For lack of wood the fire goes out, 

   and where there is no whisperer, quarreling ceases.

21 As charcoal to hot embers and wood to fire,

    so is a quarrelsome man for kindling strife.

22 The words of a whisperer are like delicious morsels;

    they go down into the inner parts of the body.
We listen to such stories and when we do, we need to understand, we rejoice in wrongdoing when we open our ears, let alone when we open our mouth to share that again. Just opening our ears and giving someone who is in the very act of wrongdoing that is destroying their soul and giving them an audience. It is so easy for us as Christians to rejoice in wrongdoing as we listen to these juicy stories. 
The second, and one more provocative for our culture, relates to sexual lifestyle choices. Whether the sexual choice is heterosexual or homosexual, many believers today rejoice in wrongdoing regarding sexual sin. This is shocking to me, but it happens all of the time and it happens in this church. The celebration of homosexuality is a hot-button topic, but the problem is not just with homosexual sin, but it is just as great regarding heterosexual sin as well. The Bible is clear on these subjects regarding what is right and what is wrong. 

The Bible tells us all sexual relationship outside of the covenant of marriage is unrighteous and it is a sin against God. Jesus defines marriage in Genesis 2,

24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one 
flesh.
We have a man joining to his wife in a covenant that is legal, spiritual, and enduring. Jesus’ picture of marriage is that marriage is not just a piece of paper. Jesus’ picture of marriage is not that it is a union between two people who love one another. Marriage, in Scripture, is a union between a man and a woman that is life-long for the sake of God joining them together as one. 

Why can we not rejoice in a son’s decision to live with his girlfriend? Why can we not allow a daughter to share a bedroom with her boyfriend when he comes to visit? Why do we have to make that a big deal? It is because we cannot rejoice in wrongdoing. We cannot just turn a blind eye to this and, “Que Sera Sera, What ever will be will be.”
 This is not if we love the person. We must do something that would potentially offend them so they would, perhaps, awaken to a conviction of sin, return from it, and on the day when they see God they will be ready and receive eternal happiness as opposed to having lost their life through the course of sin.
I believe sexual sin is one of the issues why Paul brings this up in Verse 6. Paul writes this in 1 Corinthians 5,


1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that is not tolerated even 
among pagans, for a man has his father's wife. 2 And you are arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let 
him who has done this be removed from among you.
Instead of being loving, they are rejoicing in the wrongdoing and they are arrogant about it. Rather than rejoice and say, “This is not what we would choose for them, but it is what they have decided to do and they seem happy.” Should they not be weeping in front of this person? Do they not care about their soul? Do they not know they will stand before God? Do they not care for them? They believe they are so sophisticated to the point of being past that kind of issue. They believe they are accepting and so loving, but they are so arrogant. They are standing before God and shaking their fist at God righteousness thinking somehow this person will escape a future judgment and they will escape a future judgment for tolerating it. 
The Corinthians had decided that love for this man meant they had to affirm his life-choice, either directly or indirectly by implication, by toleration. 

The definition of love is the giving of one’s self in diligent pursuit of God’s eternal happiness for others for the purpose of glorifying God. Love keeps that future day when we all stand before God ever in view. We know unrighteous choices lead to eternal unhappiness and to eternal woe. We cannot rejoice in it, not for our self, not for anyone else. If we love our sons and our daughters, if we love our friends, if we love our brothers and sisters we can never, ever rejoice in their wrongdoing.
Beloved, it is not that we hate fornicators and it is not hate homosexuals. That is not the motivation for our communicating displeasure regarding their sin, but it is that we love them. There is not better place for a fornicator or a homosexual to come than church. If that is where you may be today, please continue to come. We want to wrap our arms around you and help you to see what righteousness is about and who God is so that on that day when we stand before God to give an account of one’s life, it will be the happiest day of your life. Right now, with the choices being made, it will be a miserable day, a horrible day. We, as a church, cannot sit by, knowing that is what the experience will be in the future and for all of eternity, and say, “We just love you and we accept you, but we are not going to talk to you about your sin.” We cannot do that. We would have to hate the sinner in order to do that. 

The Apostle Paul is writing to a church that has a view of love that is sort of squishy and it is willing to tolerate and, indeed, rejoice in wrongdoing. This is what we know as to what sin does from 1 Corinthians 6.

9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither 
the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, 10 nor thieves, nor 
the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some 
of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and by the Spirit of our God.
He is telling them, “Do you not know this central truth that the unrighteous will never inherit the Kingdom of God. On that day it will be horrible. Instead of God saying, ‘Welcome into My Kingdom,’ He will tell them, ‘Depart from Me. I never knew you.’ We are not proud and arrogant, seeing our self above other’s behavior and saying, ‘We are more righteous than others.’ That is not why we talk about sin. This is where we were. We recognize unrighteousness was robbing us of spiritual life.”
How can we possibly affirm any life choice that would rob any person of their inheritance of God’s Eternal Kingdom? To fail to challenge a Christian brother’s or sister’s sin is to hate them. What we do and what we are saying to that person, when we either give tacit approval, as is often the case, or when we do not say anything at all and ignore the issue, is this, “More than I care for your eternal happiness and more than I care about what will happen to you forever and ever, I care that you accept me and think well of me.” That is not love of the other person. That is love of self. So, many back away from loving righteousness in a relationship within the church because they are afraid and they do not want to be the bad guy. But, guess what, I hate being the bad guy, but I hope I love others more and love their future more than I love other’s acceptance of me. I would far rather have someone say, “I hate you, Ritch Boerckel! I hate you and I never want to see you again,” and as a result of that hatred have the other person stand before God and it be a happy day. That is far better than for them to say, “I love you. You are the greatest person in all the world,” and have them stand before God that day and experience misery because I never, ever talked to them about their sin.
Love does not rejoice in the wrong. It is a strong thing.

There is a caution because some may be saying, “Amen,” to heartily for the wrong reasons. Many negative responses in the church to wrongdoing are not motivated by love, but they are motivated by self-centeredness and self-righteousness. 

The Pharisees were willing to confront sin, but never with the motive of love. This kind of opposition to wrongdoing destroys the church as surely as no opposition to wrongdoing does. It is opposition fueled by pride and self-will. Self-righteous confrontation to wrongdoing destroys love in the church as surely and as quickly as no confrontation of wrongdoing. Not rejoicing with wrongdoing does not equate to being resentful, angry, and condemning.

There is a phrase, which I believe is true, that says: Love the sinner. Hate the sin. That is true, but allow me to change it a bit: We love the sinner by hating the sin. It is by hating the sin that is harming another’s life that we love them. We do not do it with angry faces and say, “How dare you,” as though we are coming down from the mountain top, as Moses did, with our faces glowing with the glory of righteousness. We come as fellow sinners and say, “This is where I was and I still struggle with sin and I come to you with tears filling my eyes. I come with a broken heart over you,” and not with an angry, contemptible face. 

What are the symptoms of our rejoicing in wrongdoing? 

· We listen to gossip or slander with eagerness.

· We desire to get as close to sin and unrighteousness as we possibly can without going over the edge.

· We revel in entertainment…movies, music, literature that glorify sin. I do not know how we cannot rejoice in sin if we find our self so entertained by the sin itself. This is a huge issue in church culture and I believe it is one of the reasons why the church is so weak.

· We do consider sin in a friend’s life as a small thing and not worthy of gentle correction. We believe it would be unloving to bring biblical truth to another in direct reference to the sin choices of their life.

Quality #11: love rejoices with the truth. Paul is not telling us that love rejoices with our truthfulness by telling truth instead of lies, but he is saying that love rejoices with the truth. Truth is our foundation. The truth of the Gospel is the foundation of our relationship with God. This references the truth of God's Word and the truth of His Gospel. 

Love does not abandon God’s truth, neglect God’s truth, compromise God’s truth, or reject God’s truth. Rather, love and truth are twins; they are always connected together. A compromise with truth is never compassionate and often times this is what people believe, that in order to be compassionate they must compromise truth, but this is never true. Love never rejoices in wrongdoing, but, instead, it rejoices with the truth. 

What is the connection between refusing to rejoice in wrongdoing and with rejoicing in the truth? This is kind of surprising when I read it, because this is what I expect to read: Love does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but, instead, it rejoices in righteous living. This is the contrast I expect: Love does not rejoice in sin, but, rather, it rejoices in obedience. 
But, that is not what the text says. Our text tells us: Love does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but it rejoices with the truth. God ties right living and right believing together. We read from 1 Timothy 1,

8 Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully, 9 understanding this, that the law is not laid down 
for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for 
those who strike their fathers and mothers, for murderers, 10 the sexually immoral, men who practice 
homosexuality, enslavers, liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine, 11 in accordance 
with the gospel of the glory of the blessed God with which I have been entrusted.

Paul gives to Timothy a list of sinful choices and concludes that list by not saying, “whatever is contrary righteous living,” but by, “whatever is contrary to sound doctrine.” We never can love people unless we rejoice in the truth. It is truth that leads us to righteousness. It is not our morality that leads us to righteousness, but it is truth and if we loose the truth we loose the avenue toward which we can connect to righteousness. This is why sound doctrine is so important and vital in the church. 
Love for people make us more passionate about God’s truth, not less passionate about it. It does so because we recognize this truth, if it gets distorted, the bridge that leads us to God collapse and no one has any hope. So, we are going to attend to the bridge called “Sound Doctrine” and we will watch over it. If anyone attempts to attack it we are not going to let them because if that bridge falls there is no hope for anyone. Love for people make us more passionate about God’s truth and not less. If we love freedom, we must love truth because truth is God’s emancipator. Jesus tells us, 

John 8:32 “…and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
Let me share with you some of the symptoms of people who rejoice in the truth:

· We share the Gospel with others in the world. We tell of the Good News and we rejoice in it by communicating it.

· We have frequent conversations with other believers about the meaning and application of the Gospel. If we never talk about the truth it is impossible to rejoice in it. That is why, in the Christian life, it is so important that we love one another by not just talking about the weather and the Master’s Golf Tournament and how the Cubs are going to do this year. As a side note, this is their year, by the way! It is fine to talk about all of those other things, but as believers, if we love one another, we will talk about the truth with one another, about the Gospel and its implications rather than believing it is boring. It must not be boring because it means life in God must not be considered as boring.

· We are willing to share our concerns when our friends in the church appear to be wandering from the truth either in their life or their doctrine. This is tough, because if we do that, we will get yelled at and we will have all kinds of angry things said about us and we will be rejected. That will happen sometimes, but sometimes we will be loved in a way we have never been loved because that person will admit, “Nobody was willing to tell me the truth when I needed to hear the truth and I did not want to hear the truth. You told me the truth and it changed my life because the truth of God brought grace into me. It brought conviction and it helped me.”
· We rejoice to receive expressions of loving concern from our friends in the church over our submission to the truth of God's Word. In other words, we say, “Please talk to me because I recognize I still have some ways to go in my progress toward Christ-likeness and I need the truth. Talk to me! Speak the Gospel to me.

Should we mind our own business? Certainly, we are not to be busy-bodies, poking our nose where it does not belong, but love in the church understands that our brother’s and sister’s righteousness is our business. We are a family locking arms together saying, “Let us move toward that day when we stand before God and let us act toward one another so that day will be the happiest day of our life.”
� “Que Sera Sera,” Jay Livingston, Composer; Ray Evans, Lyricist, 1956.





