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We are going to be in the letter to the Romans for well over a year. This great letter is the rock, the gemstone, of the New Testament. It is powerful in its impact and in its explanation of the Gospel. It is powerful if we would apply it by faith and that is the challenge: that we would make application Sunday after Sunday and I believe if we do so we will be greatly blessed. 

Paul is on his third missionary journey. He is in Corinth, a city where he has established a church. He has had to opportunity to know some of the people who are in Rome and who are Christians. The church in Rome had both Jews and Gentiles alike in it. 

Rome, we know, is the capital city of the Empire and it is the center of life in that day. Paul is writing a letter to some of the people he knows there. He has not visited there and, in fact, it is possible no Apostle has visited there. It is likely there were some from Acts 2, on the Day of Pentecost, that there were some Jews who received the Gospel who went back to Rome and a church was begun. That is how powerful the Gospel is. Paul writes to encourage them and to explain to them more thoroughly the Gospel and its applications for all of life. This is the theme and I believe it is the best, the greatest, and the deepest explanation of the Gospel.
Greeting

 1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2 which he promised 
beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3 concerning his Son, who was descended from David 
according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by 
his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship 
to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 6 including you who are 
called to belong to Jesus Christ,

7 To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Nothing is more necessary to the joy in our life than spiritual revival in our own heart. At the outset of our time together in this great letter of Romans, I ask this question for all of us: Do each of us feel a personal need for spiritual in our own life? So much joyful fruit is born in our life when God sends the fresh wind of revival to our soul. I ask myself this question: How do I know if I need a spiritual revival? 
As I have prayed about this question recently, God brought to my mind eight symptoms for the need for spiritual revival. These are not exhaustive, but I find them helpful for myself. 

· I know I need spiritual revival if I have not forgiven someone who has hurt me.

· I know I need spiritual revival if I am not pursuing deep, loving relationships with my brothers and sisters in the church family.

· I know I need spiritual revival if some specific sin continues to beset me.

· I know I need spiritual revival if I am timid if I witness for Jesus Christ.

· I know I need spiritual revival if the cares of this life burden my soul, rob me of my joy, and fill me with anxiety and worry.

· I know I need spiritual revival if I worry about the future and I grumble about the present.

· I know I need spiritual revival if I treasure the riches of this world more than the riches of God in Christ Jesus.

· I know I need spiritual revival if fellowship with God does not excite me and the thought of spending some time with God does not thrill my soul.

When our heart is revived we find our sorrows are diminished and our joys become multiplied. What treasure is ours when God graces us with genuine spiritual revival! When God revives us our heart grow big with love for one another in community as God’s family. When God revives us, other’s sins become small, our sins become big and we begin to forgive and have a tender heart and we treat one another with kindness. When God revives we require holy boldness and fruitfulness in our witness. We see how the Gospel is at work among our unsaved family and friends. When God revives us we are released from soul-enslaving sin that drown us in guilt and shame. When God revives us broken relationships in our family begin to heal. When God revives us we discover vesting our time and our talent in spiritual ministry is never a loss and it is always a gain to our life. When God revives us we enjoy simply fellowshipping and  communing with Him.
Would each of us not love to have a fresh wind of spiritual revival to invigorate our life? Is that not something each of one of us can say, “I know I need more of God’s life in my soul.” The good news of Romans and a spiritual revival is within reach for each one of us. This is not for “super saints”. It is not for someone who is so dynamic and so amazing in their sensitivity and in their love for God. No, spiritual revival is within reach for each one of us. 

How might we find spiritual revival? Some seek spiritual revival by attending a contemplative weekend retreat. Some seek revival through fasting and spiritual disciplines. Some seek revival through energetic praise music. Some seek revival through short-term mission trips. Some seek revival through a series of prayer meeting. Now, as potentially helpful as these may be, these instruments are not central to spiritual revival.

We will learn through the Book of Romans is such spiritual revival is a thorough understanding and a faithful application of the Gospel of Jesus. The more we understand the Gospel, the more apply the Gospel, the more spiritual revival will occur in our life. This is what God does and this is the reason why I am so excited about beginning this letter to Romans. This letter helps us to understand and apply the Gospel of Jesus Christ and nothing can be more beneficial to us. One commentator of the Book of Romans writes this, “It is probable that every great spiritual revival in the church of Jesus Christ is connected with a deeper understanding of the Book of Romans.” I do not believe this commentator is exaggerating.
The Apostle Paul writes this letter from the house of Gaius in Corinth to the church in Rome. It is the winter of 54 A.D. Paul writes with a secretary helping him and then he hands it to a woman in the church in Corinth by the name of Phoebe. Think of how precious Phoebe’s cargo is as she gets on a boat and sails across the Adriatic Sea. I guarantee, there is no way that ship will go down on that journey. God has given Phoebe this precious letter and that letter will get to Rome, not only so it could bless the people of Rome, but also that it could bless us today. 

Phoebe arrives in Rome and hands this letter over to the leaders of the church and they read it and God begins to open up their hearts. This is what the church read that day for the first time as they received this letter,


1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God…

Paul introduces himself because he has never been to Rome and he has never physically visited this church. He begins this letter by sharing his resume, his qualifications, his credentials. His credential are threefold, as we notice in this verse. The Apostle Paul says he is a “slave of Jesus,” “called to be an apostle,” and he is “set apart for the Gospel.” Each of these credentials reveal how the Gospel has transformed his own life.
The Gospel, first, made Paul a slave of Jesus. Paul had been an enemy of Jesus and now he is a slave who has been overcome by Him. Paul had lived a very prestigious life before coming to Christ. He had been a Pharisee of Pharisees, a well respected teacher of the Law, a free Roman citizen. Paul was not a slave to anyone. He was absolutely free and he loved his freedom, yet the first thing he does when he believes in Jesus is exalt and take joy in the fact he has become a slave of Christ. He is no longer his own man.

That is what the Gospel does when it comes into our life. It, first, affects our will so that our will is no longer our own and we belong wholly to another. Francis Schaeffer
 writes, “Paul has slave’s iron band around his neck not because it had to be there but because he held it there by the fingers of his own will.” That is what the Gospel does. We exalt not in our freedom and our citizenship in a free country, but we exalt, “I am a slave of Jesus Christ!” It is Jesus who gives meaning and it is Jesus who gives joy. A relationship with Jesus provides everything we need.
The believers new heart no longer demands to live life in a self-directed way. That is what Paul address right away. He tells the Romans he is not living a self-directed life anymore. His life is completely and utterly directed by his Master, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

One of the biggest obstacles to spiritual revival is our sinful flesh’s desire to direct our own life? Do any of us wrestle with that? Our sinful flesh rises up and says, “I want to go my own way. I want to make a plan for my own life. I want to dream my own dreams.” The Gospel tells us, “No, you are a slave to Jesus,” and we need to look upward to Him to find out what our life is to be about and where we are to go and what we are to do. The joy of spiritual revival is reserved for those whose will is wholly surrendered to Jesus. 

Paul also announces he is “called to be an apostle”. The word “apostle” simply means “sent one”. This is interesting because before Paul’s Gospel transformation, Paul had been sent by Pharisees to go out to various centers and cities to capture and imprison the followers of Jesus. He was an apostle, but he was an apostle of the religious leaders of his day, sent out to do their will. But, then God interrupted Paul’s life.

Through the Gospel, Paul is now called by God to be His “sent one”, His apostle, His representative, and not by the religious leaders anymore. We must remember Paul had been an enemy of God and now he is God’s ambassador, God’s spokesperson. Paul wants this church to know he does not speak to them on his own authority, with his own ideas, but he speaks to them as one sent from God, representing God in all he says. God initiates this calling of Paul. Paul does not volunteer to be an apostle, he is simply called. God sets His mark upon him and calls him to this particular ministry for the glory of His own name.
Paul did not get into Christian ministry because he felt it to be a good career path. No, Paul was called, he was pressed into service by his Saviour, by his Master. We think, “Wow! Paul was really loved by God. He was called to be an apostle.” Yes, Paul was loved by God to be called by God in such an important ministry. Friend, if we are a follower of Jesus Christ, God took the initiative in our life also. God interrupted our life as well, for we are called to be one of God’s holy ones. We read this from our text,


7 To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Paul tells us we are called and we are called to be saints, holy ones, and set apart for God and for His purposes. We can exult in the love God has set upon our heart and upon our life as well if we are a follower of Jesus Christ. We are called as set apart for ministry unto the Lord and for worship of His Son. 

Finally, Paul tells us he is set apart for the Gospel of God. I love that. When Paul met Jesus, Paul found the purpose of his life and why he was created. Paul’ purpose for living became very simple. Up to that point, I am sure his life was very complex. There were all kinds of works and all kinds of interests Paul had and he had all kinds of directions, but when Paul met Jesus Christ, suddenly everything became simple. His life, now, is set apart for one purpose and that was to advance the Gospel of Jesus Christ. He was transformed by the Gospel and that is what his life, now, is about. I believe, just as Paul is set apart for the Gospel, if we are a follower of Jesus Christ, we, also, are set apart for the Gospel. We are set aside by God and stationed in this world that is lost and without spiritual life and we are given this treasure, this medicine, this life-giving balm in our hands to distribute to others. 
On the day we stand before God, we will not be asked how we did at our job in terms of promotions or in terms of the importance we had in this world, in our neighborhood, and all the activities in which we were involved. We will be asked, “What did you do with the Gospel? You were set aside for the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” 

Do each of us ever feel our life is really complex and cluttered by so many details and responsibilities? Our life is designed by God to be single in its focus. We loose spiritual revival when we get off of mission. We loose so much of our joy when we get off of our purpose. Paul begins his letter by sharing his personal credentials: a slave of Jesus; called to be an apostle; and set apart for the Gospel.

When the Apostle Paul uses the word “Gospel” I believe he is dictating to a secretary and when he gets to the words, “set apart for the Gospel,” it is like a fuse is lit to a box of firecrackers and they start exploding. All of a sudden he forgets about his credential and he has all these exciting thoughts about what the Gospel is and he begins to talk about that Gospel right away with a fluidity and with a passion and with a zeal that helps us to see the glory and grace of God in the Gospel. 

When we hear the word “Gospel” is a fuse set off so we suddenly have dozens and dozens of thoughts that burst into our hear and into our mind with joy? If not, the Book of Romans is for each of us and that is what this letter is going to help us to do so that we understand the Gospel, not in a narrowness nor in its human, innocent, childlike simplicity, but in its fullness so that we see the Gospel as this amazing message of God to us about Himself and about our life, this world, the future, how to live it, how to overcome the attacks of the enemy, the power of sin, the guilt sin brings to our life.
There are six wonderful facts that explode from Paul’s mind as he simply begins to consider the word “Gospel”. Gospel means “good news,” the good news about Jesus and the very best of news. It is better than any other possible good news we can consider. It is better than the good news we might hear if we were promoted at work. It is better than the good news we might receive if the son or daughter received a full ride scholarship to college. It is better than the good news we might receive from a doctor that we are cancer free. It is better than the good news we might receive that our son has arrived safely home from a tour in a war area. It is better than any good news we might receive. It is better than the good news of a child being born into the family. Whatever news we can possibly think of that is good in this world, this good news is infinitely better; no good news gives more hope than this good news provides.

Paul is going to use the word “Gospel”, which simply means “good news”, nine times in this letter. It is the theme of the whole epistle. 

The first wonderful fact about the Gospel is: the Gospel originates from God,


1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God…

The Gospel is God’s Gospel. The Gospel is a message from God and a message about God. The Gospel is not invented in the mind of the Apostle Paul or of the other prophets before him. It is not a teaching derived from the opinions of studied men and women. It is not the creation of priests or kings who wish to begin a new religion. This Gospel is of God. It originates in the mind of God from all of eternity past. The Gospel, then, is revealed in time to God’s prophets and to God’s apostles who proclaim it and who record it so that we have a flawless record of the Good News God had passed on to them and they now pass on to us. 

The source of any news makes the difference in how we receive the news. Today’s media makes it difficult for me to believe very many reports I hear over the internet or television set. So many reporters have shown themselves to be blindly opinionated. News is often shaped by the story, or narrative, they wish to tell. I listen to the news but I listen with a skeptical ear because I do not trust the source. 

But, the Source of this news is perfectly and absolutely reliable for the Source of this news is God Himself. The application we draw about this wonderful truth about the Gospel is that our drive to share the Gospel comes from the conviction that this is God’s message and not man’s. That is why we have so much boldness in proclaiming it. Even though all men reject it, it does not matter because man did not originate it. It is not as though we are entering into a debate about it, but we are just announcing it. Our drive to share the Gospel comes from this wonderful truth that this is the Gospel of God Himself.

The second wonderful fact about the Gospel is: the Gospel is promised in Holy Scripture,


1b …the gospel of God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures…

Promises are commitments from one person to give another person something that will create joy, regarding a future gift that will bring joy. 
Recently, my son Daniel was married to this wonderful young lady named Elizabeth. Just a few months prior, Daniel and Elizabeth promised each other they would marry one another. They committed to a lifetime relationship in the covenant of marriage and then they began to wait. They made the promise but the promise was not yet realized. They looked forward to this and the promise was realized and there was a huge, joyful celebration to be had. 
God promised beforehand and the people of the Old Testament are looking and looking. Is it not awesome to live in the day of the wedding and the reception? There is a little bit of joy, but there is also a bit of discomfort in the time of the promise. We have the promise. We know it can be true. We cannot wait for it to happen. We anticipate and what a wonderful day it is to have that day arrive. That is what the Apostle Paul is pointing them to. This was promised long ago to the prophets in Holy Scripture, but we are experiencing it. We have seen its fulfillment. 

The good news Paul is proclaiming is the same message the Old Testament prophets proclaimed from Genesis to Malachi. The Gospel is not some novelty or accident. It was planned before the beginning of time in the counsel of the Triune God. The Gospel did not begin with the birth of Jesus in 4 B.C., but it began at the beginning of the human story in Genesis. All through the Old Testament a Messiah is announced who would rescue mankind from sin and death and the Old Testament looks forward to the Messiah who is going to come and the New Testament looks back upon that Messiah as the fulfillment of that Messiah having already come. And, we still have promises ahead of us, but we are right to see that the Old Testament and the New Testament form one unified Book. These are not two different books, but they are one, unified story and what a great story it is. 

How did the Old Testament promise the Gospel? We could spend weeks and weeks studying that particular question, but let us consider the very first promise. By way of example, the first promise in Scripture of the Gospel is in Genesis 3. Genesis Chapters 1 and 2 reveal God’s goodness in creating the world by speaking the world into existence. What a glorious and powerful God we have. God warns man not to sin by not eating of this one particular tree in the garden. Satan comes and tempts Adam and Eve and Adam and Eve sin. When they sin by eating that fruit, they enter into dark, hopeless death. 
But, in Genesis 3, against the backdrop of God’s righteous judgment against sin, the promise of the Gospel is announced and this is a part of the curse of Satan for tempting Eve to sin. God speaks,


15 “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he 
shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”
Notice, the first statement about the Gospel in Scripture is that God had promised Eve the day she ate of the fruit of the tree she would die, yet He is talking about her offspring. God is also talking about two different kinds of people who are going to come into this world: people who will be of the seed of Satan and children of the Devil and there will be people who will be of the seed of the woman, those who are redeemed and rescued in God’s plan. God is promising there will be a people among the children of Eve who will be redeemed and the offspring of Satan and the offspring of Eve will continue to be in conflict with one another throughout human history. That is what we have seen from Genesis 3 to the present day. 
Everyone begins in the category of “children of Satan”. But, that is why the Gospel promises such great news that is possible to move from being a child of the Devil, lost in darkness forever and ever, and enter into adoption into the family of God so that we are a part of His family forever and ever and that is the good news. 

Furthermore, God promises that one of Eve’s offspring, in promising of the Messiah, is going to stomp on the head of Satan and crush him even as Satan bruises His heal. This is the revelation of the cross. All through the Old Testament, this Gospel, this good news that God will rescue us from sin and rescue us from death and allow us to re-engage with the All Mighty God in fellowship and in right relationship, that promise is made from Genesis to Malachi.
The application of this is: The Bible makes our heart glad because it is Good News. Let us read it with eagerness and with joy.

The third wonderful fact about the Gospel is: the Gospel reveals God’s Son,


3 concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be the Son 
of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness …

Without Jesus there is no good news. Someone may ask the question: Can a person be saved apart from faith in Jesus? The answer is, “No, because there is no good news apart from Jesus.” The moment we speak of having good news to  the people who are broken, who are hurting, who are enslaved to sin, who are enslaved to guilt, and underneath the judgment of God, we must speak of Jesus the Savior.  This Gospel concerns Him.

What about sincere, moral people who are Muslim, who are Buddhist, who are Hindu, or who are a part of any other religion? The Bible tells us if we step away from Jesus, we step away from the Good News and there is no good news. A person is left in their sin apart from Jesus. Only bad news resides upon those who would turn away from His Son. Paul confirms this fact further in Romans 1,


9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son…

This Gospel concerns Jesus. Paul begins to talk about the Son of God. First, he presses Jesus’ humanity by saying God the Son became man and he is connecting this to 2 Samuel 7, to the Davidic Covenant, when God promised the Messiah who will come will be from the linage from the House of David. This is Jesus who descended from David. He fulfilled the prophesies. Paul is telling them this good news is about Jesus and this good news entails who Jesus is, that He is 100% man, the son of David, but He is also 100% God, the Son of God. He is holy God and He is wholly man. He has duel nature so as to be a Perfect Mediator for us, that we have a High Priest who relates to us a man, but He is a High Priest who reaches into the heavens as God Himself. 
Notice, in both Jesus’ persons He is God come in the flesh, but He is also flesh that is divine. It is connected as well to the work Jesus produces. Paul reminds us He is descended from David, He is declared to be the Son of God, and then there is His work,


4 and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from 
the dead…
Paul speaks of the death of Jesus and the resurrection of Jesus. This is what the Gospel is about. It is about Jesus, about who He is, that He is Holy God and wholly man, and about what He has done in dying upon the cross and resurrecting the third day by the power of the Holy Spirit. Paul presses the death and burial of Jesus as central to this Good News message. The atoning work of Jesus on the cross is the heart of the Gospel and we will discuss that throughout this letter, but the only way we can have hope for life beyond this one is through the resurrection of Jesus.

I hate death. I really do. It is an enemy and it is right for us, as Christians, to hate death. It was not a part of God’s original design. Death is dark and death is hopeless apart from God intervening. The good news is that God intervenes. Even though a person dies, he will live again. 1 Corinthians 15 is a chapter that deals with the glory of the resurrection and I love it,


17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who 
have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people 
most to be pitied.

20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For as by a 
man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in 
Christ shall all be made alive.
Every one who is in Christ has this promise attached to their life. This is amazing good news. Would we not want to give that good news to someone who does not have resurrection joy or resurrection power? If that someone dies, there is no hope of a resurrection for them. If we have good news we can tell them about the resurrection and how they can connect to it. Would we not want to give that to them? That is why the Gospel is such amazing truth.
Too much of Christian teaching is teaching about morals and too little Christian teaching is teaching about Christ. The good news is not a system of ethics by which to live or a religious set of rules and rituals in which to participate. The good news concerns Jesus, who He is, and what He has accomplished. 

When a person evaluates the value of a ministry or of a teacher, he or she uses many different criteria. Some say, “This church has great music,” “That church has great children’s programs,” “That church teaches relevant messages. I learned so much about my marriage, my finances, how to handle stress, about moral ethics in the work place. All of this is really helpful,” “This church is close to my home.” There are many criteria by which people measure whether a church will be valuable or worthwhile to them. But, all of those things, while they are fine, are not that important. There is one criteria by which we can measure the benefit of any ministry: Am I growing in my knowledge of Jesus Christ and in my love for Jesus? Am I being drawn, personally, closer to Jesus through the Gospel of God? That is the issue because that is the center of the Gospel. This Gospel concerns Jesus Christ, God’s Son.

The fourth wonderful fact about the Gospel is: the Gospel brings about the obedience of faith,


4b Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience 
of faith…
Paul will use this little phrase, “the obedience of faith,” at the end of his letter as well,

16:25 Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26 but has now been disclosed and 
through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal 
God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 27 to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus 
Christ! Amen.
What is the “obedience of faith”? I believe Paul is talking about an obedience to God that comes from faith in Jesus. If one has genuine faith in Jesus, obedience to God will flow from that faith because they are always attached to one another. They are never separated in that there is faith and there is obedience. It is the obedience of faith and out of that faith, if it is real faith and if it is connecting God’s life to our soul, will flow obedience. 
The truth is that the Gospel produces an obedience that comes from faith. There is a kind of obedience that comes from the Law. Obedience to the Law is produced by our own flesh and it is never acceptable to God. It is very important to understand the difference between obedience to the Law and the obedience of faith. 

Obedience to the Law creates a proud, self-righteous heart that we believe we can live up to God’s standards on our own. Such obedience is burdensome to the person who is following the Law. It is not born out of the joy in one’s worship of God, but it is born out of compulsion and fear of judgment. 

How difference the obedience of faith is. Obedience from faith is joyful because it understands that obedience leads us into deeper and joyful fellowship with the Living God. Our salvation is by God’s grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone. It is apart from works. It is apart from the obedience to the Law. Some will protest, “Are you saying that obedience to God is not important?” God forbid that it will never be. The Gospel of grace does not negate obedience. The Gospel, instead, opens a door for us to obey God, not in our own strength or in our own righteousness, but to obey God out of faith in God’s promises, out of the life God imparts to us. 

When the Gospel is received, the grace of God produces an obedience that comes from faith. That is what this Gospel does in a life.

Some people teach it is possible to accept Jesus Christ as Savior and at the same time refuse to surrender to Him as Lord. But, this little phrase teaches just the opposite. This phrase teaches us that when we place our faith in Jesus always brings about, not the disobedience of faith, the obedience of faith. It does not bring about a life that can disobey and not have to worry about that because God has to forgive. Do we possess the obedience of faith? Do we find our lives obedient to God, not under compulsion and not out of slavish fear, because we recognize God has imparted His life into our soul? That is what the Gospel does and it changes everything.
The fifth wonderful fact about the Gospel is: the Gospel transforms people from all nations,


5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of 
his name among all the nations…

Paul is a Jew,  but he is an apostle to the Gentiles. He marvels that this Good News is open, not just to the Jewish people, but to everyone. The free offer of God’s grace of forgiveness, of life in Christ, is open to everyone. God’s Gospel first came to the Jews, to Abraham, the father of this Nation, but when God gave this promise to Abraham of a Gospel, He said, “I am going to bless you and your family. That is My Gospel. That is My promise. That is the Good News. And through you, all the nations of the earth will be blessed.” 

Why did God plan to offer hope to all the nations? Why are missions so important to the Christian church? What is it so vital that we not stay in our little shell and enjoy God together without saying, “We need to get this Gospel to the whole world”? Someone may say it is because God loves everyone. That is true and that is a great motivation, but I have another answer I believe is better. It is because the Father loved His Son. That is why the Gospel is given to all the nations. It is not enough for the Son to receive worship from this narrow community located in the Middle East. The Father loved His Son and He said He is going to see to it that there will be people from every tribe and every tongue and every nation that bows their knee to worship to Jesus. Where do we get that? It is from Isaiah 49:6 and in Romans 1:5. 

Isaiah 49:6 “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring back 
the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the 
earth.”
The sixth wonderful fact about the Gospel is: the Gospel glorifies the name of God. This fact flows from Paul’s heart in his introduction,


5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of 
his name…

God intends for His Son to receive worship from all peoples. It is for the sake of the name of Christ. 

As we put our Greek glasses on, we might observe “for the sake of His name” appears at the very end of this phrase. The English Standard Version does not reflect this very well. It is really about “the obedience of faith among all the nations for the sake of His name.” The reason why this is important is because in Greek language the most important truth is either at the front end or at the back end of the statement. Paul is saying “this is all for the sake of His name.” It is the climax of what Paul is expressing regarding the Gospel.

What is so exciting about the nations being brought into the obedience of faith? Jesus name is honored and that is what is exciting about that. The Father’s primary concern is for the honor of the Son whom He loves and this is the primary reason why the Gospel goes to all nations. And, it is not just the nations generally, but it is true of us personally. Consider what Paul says,


5b …for the sake of his name among all the nations, 6 including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ…

Paul makes this very personal when he tells them, “This is why I brought you into My family. It is for the sake of the name of My Son and that you will be transformed into a person you are not so that you will be able to reflect My Son’s glory and give praise and honor to Him today, tomorrow, and forever and ever. That is your purpose.”
What is our chief end? Why are we born? Why are we brought into God’s family? It is for the sake of the name of Jesus. A zeal for the name of Christ is our leading edge in life as Christians. One key measure of our spiritual life is our passion to see Jesus’ name honored in our life, in our home, in our community, and in our world. I believe many who would call themselves “Christian” seldom think about this. They get up in the morning and they live out their life and they go to bed at night. And, they do not stop to think even for a moment, “How is my life to the honor of Jesus’ name?” That is the whole purpose for which God adopted you and me into His family.
John Stott
 writes, “We should be jealous for the honor of His name, troubled when it remains unknown, hurt when it is ignored, indignant when it is blasphemed, and all of the time anxious and determined that it shall be given the honor and the glory which are due to it.”

This is a huge, practical truth to grab onto, because it tells us how we can be blessed by God. God smiles upon every life that is zealous for the name of His Son.

The story is told of a wealthy man who had many valuable art treasures. His collection was the envy of many. He had one son who was quite ordinary, but he was dearly loved. As a young man, this son died unexpectedly and the father was filled with grief. He was so filled with grief that it took a toll on his father’s physical health. Shortly after, his father died as well. In his will, he left instruction regarding the estate. He wanted all of his vary expensive art works to be publically auctioned. There was one particular painting he had by a local artist, that of his son. He wanted that painting auctioned first. It was his most prize possession because it was of his son whom he dearly loved. 

It was auctioned first and everyone who was there saw all of the famous masterpieces this man had accumulated over the years. Everyone waited for them to come on the auction block. No one cared at all about the portrait, except there was this servant in the house who had befriended the son and who loved the son dearly. No one bid against his bid of $5.00. It was sold for $5.00. 

At that point the auctioneer said, “Today the auction is now concluded.” Yet, there were all these other pieces of artwork. He said, “The owner of this estate has willed the person who purchased the portrait of his son will receive it all.”

God loves His Son and when we value His Son, God opens His heart to give to us everything pertaining to joy and to life and that is the Gospel of God.
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