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Greeting

7 To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Longing to Go to Rome

8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is proclaimed in all the world. 
9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I mention 
you 10 always in my prayers, asking that somehow by God's will I may now at last succeed in coming to you. 
11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you— 12 that is, that we may 
be mutually encouraged by each other's faith, both yours and mine. 13 I do not want you to be unaware, 
brothers, that I have often intended to come to you (but thus far have been prevented), in order that I may 
reap some harvest among you as well as among the rest of the Gentiles.
Martin Luther commented about this letter of Romans, “This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament and the very purest Gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but occupy himself with it every day as the daily bread of the soul. It can never read be read or pondered too much and the more it is dealt with the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.” I trust our study through Romans will reveal how true that statement is.
In this letter to the church in Rome we find the profound and thorough explanation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in all the world. The doctrines we will study in this adventure will stretch our mind, purify our heart,  and give joy to our soul. For all of the doctrinal encouragement and information we find in this letter, however, we find this letter is not a cold, dispassionate, doctrinal discourse. It is first, and foremost, a love letter from God, but we also see that love being poured out through the human author, the Apostle Paul, as well. 

At the very beginning of this letter, Paul reveals to the Roman church that he is motivated to write to them out of a deep, personal love for them. This is remarkable because Paul had never yet been in Rome and he had not visited this church. Yet, he loves them with this profound and very personal, committed love. The Spirit of God, whose life they all share, binds Paul’s life together with theirs as members of the one church of Jesus. 

Notice, as we observe the first few verses well will be considering, how Paul communicates his love to them,


8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you…

He is sincere about this. Later he tells them,


9b …without ceasing I mention you 10 always in my prayers…11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you 
some spiritual gift to strengthen you…

Paul yearns for their wellbeing. Then he tells them,


13a I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that I have often intended to come to you (but thus far have been 
prevented)…
This letter is not the words of a preacher who has a message to simply unleash on a general audience. This letter flows from the heart of a spiritual shepherd who cares deeply for the individuals in this flock. In 1 Corinthians 13, the Apostle Paul teaches the church in Corinth that love is the sum of the Christian faith. Romans tells us all of the Christian faith, but 1 Corinthians 13 reminds us of faith’s goal, of the Gospel’s goal,


1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 
2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as 
to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body 
to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.
This is important for us to consider as we open this very doctrinal section of this letter to the church in Rome. Paul refuses to teach without personally and passionately loving the people whom he is teaching. He knows his teaching, for all of its excellence, would be nothing and it would gain nothing if he did not love them. Let us remember the place of love in our teaching with our children, in our discipling of others, in our relationships within the church family. Paul expresses with words his deep, committed love toward this people whom he has not met. How important it is for members in the body of Christ to express our love to one another verbally. Let us pray that God would fill our heart with the kind of love Paul has for this group of people he has not yet met. It is this love that fills the Gospel with its power and with its joy. Let these fond words of affection from the Apostle Paul to the church be a challenge to us as well as an example. 

Let us be reminded, men, Paul is a manly man; he is not a “girly man”. He is one of these rugged, tough guys. Yet, notice the words he uses. He is not afraid to use the words that are so soft and filled with joyful affection for this group.

At Bethany Baptist Church we emphasize the vital importance of sound doctrine and expository Bible teaching, but as we do so, we must forever remember the whole goal of the teaching of the Word. Paul suggested this in 1 Timothy 1,


5 The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.
We would do well to remember that as we study this great letter. Every application we draw from the Bible has to do with love: love upward toward the Lord or love outward toward one another. 

In Verses 6-8, Paul describes the Roman Christians  to whom he is writing and he keeps us focused on the grace of God that is at work in their life. He does not commend this church for their accomplishments, but he rather commends the church for God’s accomplishments in them. He rejoices over God’s working and not over the Roman’s merit. We learned this principle, simply stated, from the previous study: healthy faith keeps the focus on God’s accomplishments of grace and not upon our own accomplishments of merit. This is always true in a Gospel-centered family, a Gospel-centered life, and a Gospel-centered church. It keeps the focus on God’s accomplishments so that our praise always goes upward toward Him. 

Paul rejoices in the power of the Gospel he sees or he understands to be true within the lives of these Roman believers. He knows they were once sinners, yet they have been redeemed and given grace so as to be forgiven and they have a whole new life in Christ. He recognizes it is the message of the Gospel that has already transformed the individuals of this church and here, in the opening verses of Romans, Paul encourages the church in Rome by identifying five specific gifts imparted to them by the God’s Gospel.

In the previous study we considered two of these gifts and let us quickly review them. The first gift we studied was that the Gospel gifts us with a whole new identity,


6 including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,

7a To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints…
He tells them about their new identity: they are called by God to belong to Jesus and they are now loved by God and they are called to be saints. They are saints, not because of how they live, but because how they are loved. God has made this amazing transformation and now this is their new identity. This is who they are when they think of themselves and one another, regardless of the chaos and the troubling temptations and the hardships that may bound around their life, yet they know they are called to belong to Jesus, they are loved by God, and they are saint, holy ones, set apart for God and for His worship. 
The second gift imparted by the Gospel is the gift of grace and peace,


7a Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
This whole letter is the unfolding of these two necessary and essential gifts from God. Nothing is more necessary in a person’s life than grace because on our own we are completely lost and destitute. Grace then leads us to peace with God as well as the peace of God in the midst of a world that is broken. God’s grace at work in us brings God’s peace to us. The first two gifts are awesome!
The third gift imparted to us by the Gospel is: the Gospel gifts us with a reputable faith,


8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is proclaimed in all the world.
Paul begins with a thanksgiving to God for these Roman Christians and blessing in their life. It is important to note Paul does not say, “I thank God for His blessing upon my ministry to you.” We might see why he might take some joy if he had some part in the good things going on. There might be some pride and some self-motivation, but that is not true because Paul has not had a personal ministry to these folks, yet he is genuinely grateful and thankful to God and delighted by something he has not personal ownership over. 
This tells us much about our attitudes toward other believers and other churches that must be there. We must not be concerned about the things and people we are directly involved. By nature, we are slaves to sin and our sin crowds us out from loving as God would call us to love in the body of Christ, but Paul begins with exploding his heart of love upon a people whom he has not met and with whom he has had no part in their salvation. 

Also, we must note, Paul does not thank the Roman Christians for their faith. This is important. He does not say, “Thank you for being a people of faith.” If he would have said that, he would be teaching the members of the had produced their own faith and they had done something in order to manufacture the faith they had. But, Paul knows the gospel and he knows no one manufactures faith within their self. By nature, we are slaves of the evil one and we are children of wrath. We are filled with unbelief. We cannot, in our sinful state, simply decide to believe in Jesus apart from God’s grace being actively at work. When Paul talks about their faith, he does not thank them for their faith because they had no part in it. It was a gift to them. He thanks God who gave them faith. 

Paul recognizes God deserves all the credit from the beginning to the end in their salvation and He deserves all the praise. Not one part of our salvation, not the grace of God that brought Jesus down to earth and not even our understanding of that grace that would open our heart to see the beauty of Christ, is ours. It is all a work of God. Otherwise, we could boast about something. So, Paul tells them, “I thank God for your faith, that God, in His grace, set His grace upon you.”
What is so special about this faith of the Roman believers? Primarily, there are two qualities. First, this faith is biblical. Many misunderstand the nature of faith. When we do that we misunderstand the whole of the purpose of life and all of God.

Many believe faith is a sort of a spiritual optimism over one’s health, over one’s job, over one’s family, and even over one’s future destination in Heaven. Others believe faith is a spiritual discipline that accompanies salvation; one of prayer, of Bible reading, fasting, or tithing. Others think of faith as exuberance, that if we are exuberant during the worship of God through music then we must have faith.

Biblical faith is none of those things. Faith does produce good works, but faith is not those good works. Biblical faith is understanding God’s truth, trusting God’s truth, and applying God’s truth to one’s life. Biblical faith always rests upon the truth that is found of God in Jesus. Biblical faith always involves our mind and it first begins with an understanding. One cannot have faith apart from a mental and intellectual understanding of the revelation of God to us, but it also involves our affections, our trusts, our desires, trusting in God’s truth, resting in God’s truth. Finally, biblical faith involves our will and our submission of our life to God and applying God’s truth in every aspect of our life. That faith is a gift from God.

Biblical faith changes how we think, what we love, and how we live. Apart from faith we cannot connect to God’s grace, the grace found in Jesus. That means we are left in our own sinful condition, the condition in which we were born into this world and apart from God and alienated from Him. 
Here, the Apostle Paul rejoices that this church had been given biblical faith. He knows that through faith they have a real relationship with the Living God. How about each of us? Do we have biblical faith? As we consider that definition, can we say, “Yes, that is true of me. My mind, my affections, my heart, and my will have all responded to God’s Gospel and I can have great confidence of my salvation because I see this biblical faith at work in my soul, connecting itself to Jesus my Savior.”

Some may say, “I am not sure I have that kind of faith,” but then they might say, “But, you just said such faith is a gift from God. I guess if I do not have it, that is not my fault.” The answer is, “No!” Do not let Satan deceive any of us. We are responsible for our unbelief. God is a generous God. He willingly gives faith and salvation to everyone who would humble their self before Him and seek Him with a whole heart. He calls us to weep and mourn over our condition and our inability to save our self. He calls us to repent of the desperate self-willed soul that resides inside of us. God will be kind to us as we seek Him. He will be kind to us as humble our self before Him and we say, “God, I need You. O Lord, I need You. Every hour I need you.” This is what opens the door to God granting us faith and salvation and His grace.

How can we seek God to have such faith? We first begin with a humble heart, but then we begin with an open Bible. Paul will address how we can have faith later in his letter to the Roman church,


10:17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.
To gain biblical saving faith we must begin with God’s revelation of Himself. We must begin with the Book God has given to us that reveals who He is and who His Son is. God promises to give faith to those who listen to His Word with a humble heart. 

Jesus often used the phrase, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”
 Why does He say that? It is because Jesus knows there are many who are listening to His sermons over and over again who do not have ears to hear. They listen to the exact same message and have a radically different response to it because some have ears to hear and some do not. We need to observe the people who hated Jesus the most, in His day, were the people who knew this Book the best. They were the Pharisees. They knew the Old Testament better than you and I know the Old Testament. Yet, they did not benefit from the Word because they did not hear. They did not have ears to hear and they did not have a humble heart to receive. 

If we desire God and if we desire biblical faith, we begin with a humble heart that has an open Bible. The Word of Christ makes faith possible. The Word of Christ opens the window for each of us to see Jesus Christ and to welcome Him in as our own Savior. There is not another window through which we can peer to find God. Faith in Jesus is not manufactured by our own will or by our own emotions or by our own mind. Jesus is revealed to us through Scripture by God’s grace and when we see Him we are drawn to Him.

Unbelief turns our attention to hundreds of other objects of faith. Unbelief would have us focus upon our sins and our guilt and we cannot get off of that. As long as unbelief focuses only on our sins and our guilt we will never, ever find the life of God. Unbelief would have us focus on our obstacles and frustrations we endure in this life. Unbelief would have us focus on our talents and our dreams. We begin unbelief, on one hand, can turn one person into a hopeless, guilt-ridden individual who despairing and on the other hand it can place a person into this proud, puff up, self-assured, self-righteous individual who says, “Of course, God is going to accept me.” But, all of that is unbelief. 
Unbelief would have us focus on mind-bending philosophies and mystifying rituals, but what does biblical faith do to us? It presents to us the Word of Christ that focuses on the person of Christ. The Romans faith was valuable because it was biblical. It looked with a mind and with a heart and a will toward Jesus Christ. 
Secondly, Paul talks about this great gift because it was visible,

8b …because your faith is proclaimed in all the world.
I love that. The Romans did not hide their faith. They were not “Secret Service Christians”. Everyone knew about the Roman faith because they lived it. They did not have the mindset, “People do not want to hear about religion. They will become uncomfortable if we talk about it so we will not talk about it outside the church. Surely, they might see my car is parked outside of Bethany on Sunday morning, so that is the way I witness.” No, their faith was proclaimed and made known throughout the whole world. They were bold and they were public as they proclaimed Jesus as King and Lord and Savior. And, they were often mistreated and punished and persecuted as a result of the their faith.

The real-world nature of their faith caused people all over the world to sit up and take notice. That faith was valuable because is was that kind. People of the world shrug their shoulders at the kind of faith that does not impact real life. It is the kind of faith that is on Sunday morning, but it is not transferred to Monday morning. If we have a faith that changes how we treat other people in the work place or how we handle personal ethics or how we honor Jesus or how we handle crushing trials, then people will notice and they will talk about us. That is the situation here and that is why their faith is being proclaimed throughout all the world. 
People all over the world were recognizing the members of this church in Rome were serious about following Jesus. If we were to ask people throughout the world of the 1st Century, “What have you heard about those people who go to that church in Rome?” they would reply, “Man, those people are serious about following Jesus.” Their faith was evident through the way they lived and through the way they loved and how they talked.

It seems to me that modern evangelicalism has taken the unfortunate policy of “subtlety first”. Many believers send the message, “Hey, you do not want to have to be radical in order to follow Jesus. Jesus is cool and you can be with Jesus and be cool, too. You do not have to wear your faith on your shirt sleeve.” That is the subtlety first policy. 

I understand there is a kind of self-promoting faith we should avoid and there is a wisdom we should avoid as we honor Jesus verbally and publically, but the kind of subtlety that downplays the radical nature of Jesus’ call upon our life will never produce a faith that becomes known over all the world. It never will. Would we not agree, Jesus was not subtle? Jesus was crucified because He was not subtle.

They apostles were not subtle. They all died or were in prison because their faith was not subtle. 

The early church was not subtle. Biblical faith that is valuable never is subtle. It is known throughout the whole world. 

The church in Rome, and its members, made a reputation for themselves by the way they proclaimed Jesus and by the way they lived for Jesus. This principle we learn from this is: conspicuous faith is precious and a rare treasure. 

There is only one other church Paul commends for this kind of visible faith – it is the church in Thessalonica. He writes to this church,


1 Thessalonians 1:8 For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but 
your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything.
Everyone is talking about them. What a gift from God such conspicuous faith is. As we think about what is important in the church, it is a conspicuous faith that is so very valuable to any church. Not every church can be large. Not every church can have Vacation Bible School programs. Not every church can have a really nice building. Not every church can have ministries that meet many, many needs. Not every church can have great music. But, we need to understand, God does not commend churches for their size, their budget, their programs, their buildings, or their music quality. God commends churches for their faith and that is what is really valuable. That is what makes a difference in this world. Faith is a gift every church can receive from God if our hands are open for it and if we long for it and if we value it. The kind of Christian life that is worth living is the kind of life that boldly proclaims the Gospel through our words and through our life.

The world might reject the Gospel we proclaim, but may the world hear about the Gospel from us. I understand not everyone is going to receive it warmly and welcome it. Jesus did not promise us that, but may the world hear the Gospel through us. Let us pray we will be such a church with such visible faith.

Recently my son, Daniel, was married and my oldest son, Alexander, gave a toast at Daniel and Lizzie’s wedding. He gave many kind words about Daniel that were very sweet to hear, but at the end of his toast, Alexander was convicted that he needed to share the Gospel. He knew many people in that room did not know Jesus. At the end of that toast he talked about the problem of sin and he talked about the reality of Hell. He used the word “Hell” in a real sense during a toast at a wedding. He said he loved the people there and he did not want to see them in Hell, but he wanted to see them in Heaven, but that they needed to repent of their sin and believe in Jesus as their Savior. 

I do not know the thoughts about that toast of the unbelievers who were there, whether they hated it or whether they loved it. I have not heard, but I do know they will remember it. This was conspicuous faith. One cannot leave that kind of message and shrug the shoulders and forget about it. That is the call God has placed upon every believer, to have that kind of valuable faith. Is our faith visible?
The fourth gift imparted to us by the Gospel is: the Gospel gifts us with intercessory prayers,


9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I mention 
you 10 always in my prayers, asking that somehow by God's will I may now at last succeed in coming to you.
No gift is more profound we can receive from another believer than that of intercessory prayer. If we believe in the Gospel and if we have been adopted into God’s spiritual family, the church, we have entered the world of intercessory prayer. That is what the church is – a world of intercessory prayer. 
Paul knows any fruit from his labors rests upon God’s working, so Paul prays. He is both a doing man and a praying man. Sometimes people get the wrong notion that if we are a praying man or woman, we are not a real doer. Paul gives evidence to this by being both. In fact, Paul’s prayers energize him to do more because he knows God is behind the work he is connected with in this world. 

How does the Gospel gift us with intercessory prayer and how does it bring that to us? First, the Gospel connects us to Jesus, our High Priest, who promises to intercede for us. This is pretty remarkable. In Hebrews 7, we read,


25 Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost[b] those who draw near to God through him, since he 
always lives to make intercession for them.
What is Jesus doing today? He is making intercession for His own people, His church, yet, and for you and for me. What a strengthening truth that is! Remember when the Apostle Peter was going to undergo a specific, terrible assault from the Devil where the Devil wanted to destroy Peter and his faith? Jesus said to Peter, 


Luke 22:311 “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, 32 but I have 
prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.”
Jesus is telling Peter His prayers will be effective and efficient for Peter. Just as Jesus prays for Peter, He prays for you and for me and is that not encouraging. We have a High Priest who intercedes on our behalf. Whatever trial we may be going through, Jesus is interceding for us.
The second way the Gospel gives to us intercessory prayer, addressed in Romans, is the Gospel also gifts us with other believers who intercede for one another. When we are adopted into God’s family, the Gospel connects us to one another in a communion of the saints that is very special. That communion, then, causes us to be recipients of the ministry of intercessory prayer as well as being participants in the ministry of intercessory prayer. We are recipients and participants alike. The communion we share through Jesus Christ causes us to pray for one another.

First, consider the joy in receiving intercessory prayers from others. God loves to hear and answer the prayers we make for one another. Even the great apostle Paul understands his need to be a recipient. The church in Rome is the recipient of Paul’s prayers, but it is not a one way street. In Romans 15, Paul writes,


30 I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in 
your prayers to God on my behalf…

In Verses 8 through 10, he tells the church in Rome he is praying for them, but at the end of his letter he is asking them to please pray him. Each of us needs to be on the receiving end of intercessory prayer from one another in the body of Christ. That is one of the reasons why membership in a church is so vital to our spiritual wellbeing. It connects us in a more concerted fashion to the ministry of intercessory prayer all of us need.
God designs for intercessory prayer to be His means for strengthening us to live triumphantly over sin, fruitfully in our labors, and joyfully in our relationships. When we are deficient in intercessory prayer, we lack God’s means and that is the reason why Paul is so bold to ask, “Pray for me.” He did not just say that in Romans 15, but if we read through all the letters Paul wrote to churches,
 six different times he will ask the church to pray for him. To the church in Colossi, Paul wrote,

4:3 At the same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of 
Christ, on account of which I am in prison…

This is the means, Paul tells us, that strengthens us for power over temptation, for fruitfulness in ministry, and for love in relationships. Paul understands the need for intercessory prayer. The application of this is: we are not to be bashful about asking for intercessory prayer from others to communicate our prayer needs. 

I know many people who say, “I feel selfish if I am asking others to pray for me.” That is not being selfish. It is being selfish if we do not share and we are foolish because we need the ministry the church gives. It is a humble thing to recognize we need the ministry of others and if we do not have that we will be deficient. We should not be bashful about asking others to pray for us. It encourages and it strengthens the whole church when we ask others for intercessory prayers. It is a righteous and God-honoring thing to ask others for intercessory prayer.

One the one hand the Gospel gifts us with intercessory prayer we receive from others, but also the Gospel gifts us with intercessory prayer in which we can participate for others. That is a great joy. Intercessory prayer is an outgrowth of our love for our brothers and for our sisters in Christ. If we are spiritually minded and if we love our brothers and our sisters, we will pray for them. We can read of Paul’s affection and of his belief in the necessity of intercessory prayer,


9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I mention 
you 10 always in my prayers, asking that somehow by God's will I may now at last succeed in coming to you.
Paul is praying for them unceasingly. Intercessory prayer is one of the few necessary commitments of a healthy church. Healthy churches do many things that are not necessary but may be helpful. Intercessory prayer is one of the necessary things. In Acts 2, Luke’s description of the early church boils down four necessary things in which a  church must be engaged,


42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching [to opening the Word and discussing what God says 
in His Word] and the fellowship [to loving one another and encouraging one another in the faith], to the 
breaking of bread [worship and communion] and the prayers.

I appeal to those who are a part of Bethany Baptist Church to help us in our ministry of prayer. If some may not be a part of this church or are a part of another, help the church God has called you to in its ministry of prayer, for a church will never rise above her commitment to biblical teaching, to fellowship, to worship, and to prayer.

What is the state of our ministry of intercessory prayer for others? A friend was recently sharing with me of a man who is filled with bitterness and anger about some other folks. He shared these other folks were disappointing him and sinning. My friend simply asked his friend, “Have you prayed for them?” This is a great question. We get all turned up about what other believers are doing and what they are not doing. We can talk about that and get into conflict with them over that, but the big question is: Have I prayed for them? If not, then what are we doing? We are being an instrument of the Devil who keeps us from growing in holiness and growing for the honor and glory of Christ. 

We may be correct in our assessment that our brother or sister is failing in some way and they are being hurtful, but what they need is the ministry of intercession. They do not need someone who is angry and embittered toward them. They need someone praying for them.

It is right to keep in mind that intercessory prayer is a gift of the Gospel and not of human effort. Paul points this out in our text,


9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit…
This is a brilliant phrase. Before Paul is transformed by the Gospel of Jesus, he was a Pharisee. In fact, he was a Pharisee of the Pharisees.
 He was one of the greatest Pharisees. His life with God was largely external. He busied himself with rituals and liturgy. He busied himself with prayers, Scripture readings, spiritual disciplines, fasting, and memorization. That was Paul’s life and he was really, really good at it. He excelled in every way. He was extremely religious, but all of his worship of God was on the outside. His praying for others was driven by routine, by personal discipline, by professional obligation, and by the approval of others. 

But, when he tells this group of believers in Rome how he prays for them, he wants them to know there is a different principle at work within him. He tells them that now when he prays for them he wants them to know where his prayers come from, “God is my witness now. What is happening is inside of me. I serve Him now with my spirit.” He is not under obligation. It is not because someone handed him a prayer list to be prayed through. No, his spirit has been changed by God and now he sees everything through the lens of the Gospel and he sees people through the lens of the Gospel. He delights to love them, to pray for them, and to commit to them.
What ministry of intercessory of prayer has God given to each of us and is that ministry’s condition? Are we able to say, “Yes, it is through my spirit that I pray because God is going a work in me.” If the answer is, “No, I do not believe God is doing a work within me. I do not think about people and I am not excited about a ministry of intercession,” do not begin with a list of people but begin with an evaluation of the heart. That is source and the root of spiritual life.

The fifth gift imparted to us by the Gospel is: the Gospel gifts us with spiritual encouragement,


11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you— 12 that is, that we may 
be mutually encouraged by each other's faith, both yours and mine. 13 I do not want you to be unaware, 
brothers, that I have often intended to come to you (but thus far have been prevented), in order that I may 
reap some harvest among you as well as among the rest of the Gentiles.
In Verse 12, Paul turns a corner. He was taught by God's Spirit in the wilderness for three years. What does he need from this fledging, young church that he has not met? He needs encouragement from them. They are fellow pilgrims in this life seeking to honor God together. 
The phrase “mutually encouraged” also can be translated “mutually exhorted” or “mutually challenged”. Paul will use a form of this phrase later, in Romans 12, when he writes,


1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 

Paul is asking for them to appeal to him, their exhortation to him, their encouragement to him to move forward and press on with his life with God. 

Paul does not approach these Roman Christians as though he had much to give to them, but very little to receive from them. There is a time in my life when I thought that was the more spiritual aspect, that as I was called and God had given to me everything I needed and I spilled it all out without looking to others to give back anything. This is selfish thinking and it was early in my life I came to recognize this is contrary to the Gospel. I used to believe the spiritual thing was to give and give and encourage and encourage without looking for much encouragement from others. This is not the Apostle Paul and this is not the Gospel way of ministry.

I came to realize that became a shield for my pride rather than an instrument of love. Until we begin to become vulnerable with one another and say, “I need encouragement from you. This is where I am struggling,” we are not living out the Gospel ministry. This is what the Apostle Paul is doing. He is longing to come to them because he needs encouragement they can offer to him and he is excited about the encouragement they have to offer.

When we isolate our self from receiving encouragement from others, pride captures our heart. This weakens the church and it robs us of our joy. It keeps us from holy living and it hinders our witness. It competes with our worship. 
I thank God for so many in this church who have helped me to see how much I need your encouragement and how joyful it is to open my life to reveal weaknesses so that I might receive encouragement and be strengthened by it. You love me so and I feel safe and strengthened to have an open life before you. I pray each of us will enjoy this gift the Gospel brings.

This church in Rome is a young church and Paul encourages this young church with reviewing for them, at the outset of his letter, of their privileges, their purpose, and the blessing God has given to them in His Gospel. Paul tells them God has given to them a new identity and they are not who they used to be. He has given to them grace and peace. He has given to them a reputable faith and the whole world is talking about them. He has given to them intercessory prayer. He has given to them mutual, spiritual encouragement for one another. All of this is for the praise of His name. Let us learn these gifts so that we can enjoy them and benefit from them everyday.

Amen and amen.
� Matthew 11:15


� Rome, Corinth, Ephesus, Philippi, Colossi, Thessalonica.


� Italics are pastor’s emphasis.


� Acts 23:6





