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Longing to Go to Rome
 
 15 So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome.
The Righteous Shall Live by Faith

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the 
Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is 
written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”
God's Wrath on Unrighteousness

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by 
their unrighteousness suppress the truth.
In 2 Kings 5, we meet a young, Jewish slave girl who has been taken from her home during one of Syria’s battles against Israel. After capturing this little girl in a raid, Syrian King Ben-Hadad gave this girl to his wile as a gift. This little girl remembered her God as she lived in a foreign country. Living in the king’s palace, she met very powerful men and women. One of them was a powerful Syrian army commander by the name of Naaman. Naaman must have treated this girl with kindness because it appears she loved him. 
When Naaman was stricken with leprosy, this little girl acted boldly to save his life. What possibly could a little slave girl from Israel do to save the life of a powerful army commander living in Syria? This is a commander who is stricken with a incurable, terminal illness. Boldly she spoke good news. She went to her mistress and said, “If Naaman would only be willing to go to the prophet of God who lives in the capital city of Israel, he would cure him of his leprosy.” Up to this point Naaman had no hope. She said this with such conviction the queen of Syria believed her.

The king’s wife spoke boldly to her husband and Naaman came to the king to say, “O, king, you know I have been stricken with leprosy. Your Jewish slave girl has just told your wife there is a prophet in the land of Israel who might be able to help me and who could heal me.” King Ben-Hadad esteemed Naaman both as a dear friend and as a valuable commander, a general, in his army. He said, “Go now. I will send a letter with you to give to the king of Israel so that you can ask for help.”

Naaman immediately packed and he packed with great zeal and excitement. He felt for sure this cure would cost him so he packed 750 pounds of silver, 150 pounds of gold, and ten different sets of clothing. He wanted to give this to the foreign prophet as a payment. He knew a miracle cure would likely cost him a great amount.

Naaman first found the wicked king of Israel when he first entered the land, a king by the name of Jahoram. Naaman gave to this king the letter from Ben-Hadad. The letter from this feared Syrian king read this, 


6b  “When this letter reaches you, know that I have sent to you Naaman my servant, that you may cure him of 
his leprosy.” 7 And when the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, “Am I God, to kill and 
to make alive, that this man sends word to me to 
cure a man of his leprosy? Only consider, and see how he is 
seeking a quarrel with me.” 
Jahoram became terrified and he sweat with fear and terror and he feared the Syrian king only wanted to invade this king’s land again. 

Elisha, a man of God, heard King Jahoram was terrified and he sent word to Jahoram, “Why are you so afraid? Let Naaman come to me that he might know there is a God in Israel and there is a prophet of God in Israel.” Naaman went to see Elisha. 

He came with an entourage of men, horses, and chariots and he arrived at Elisha’s little home. But, when he arrived, Elisha did not go out to meet Naaman personally,

10 And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall 
be restored, and you shall be clean.”
This angered Naaman and he was really mad about this. He said, “I thought for sure I would at least be able to meet this prophet personally. He does not come out in person, but he sends his servant. I thought he would say some impressive words about God and maybe give to me some hard task to do, something impressive to accomplish and then that I might be healed. Instead, he tells me to wash in this dirty river of Israel. We have two huge rivers in Syria that are much cleaner and more beautiful. I could have washed in them. This makes no sense to me at all.” In anger Naaman turned around and he was about ready to leave and go back to Syria. 

Naaman’s servants chased after him. They loved him and they pleaded with him, 


13a “My father, it is a great word the prophet has spoken to you; will you not do it? Has he actually said to you, 
‘Wash, and be clean’?” 14 So he went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the 
word of the man of God, and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. 
Naaman returned, then, to the prophet’s house and in front of all his men, this foreign, idol worshipping commander said, 

 15b “Behold, I know that there is no God in all the earth but in Israel; so accept now a present from your 
servant.”
And Naaman gave to Elisha that 750 pounds of silver, 150 pounds of gold, and all the clothes. Elisha said to Naaman, “As the Lord lives, before whom I stand, I will not take a thin dime from you,” that is a rough translation. Naaman said, “No, no, please take all of this.” “No. I refuse. I want it to be known that God is glorious in Israel.”
This story illustrates, I believe, beautifully our text and I believe it does so in five ways. First, the story teaches us we need never to be ashamed of the power of the True God and the salvation found in Him. No matter where we are and no matter what is happening, we need never to be ashamed and we can always be confident that God’s power is effective. 

Think of this little slave girl and how she believed in her God even after she had been taken from her home and placed in a foreign king’s palace to serve. She believed in this God’s Gospel enough to share it, even in a house filled with idols. This little girl knew Naaman, the queen, and the king of Syria worshipped other gods. They already had a “religion” to which they were committed. She knew her message about her God could potentially be very offensive and it could cause her great distress. Yet, in faith, she communicated to the queen there is a God in Israel who lives, who is powerful, and who is able to save. She believed in the power of her God to bring salvation so she boldly shared her message. We need to remember that.

Second, this story teaches God’s love motivates us to share the Gospel with everyone, even our enemies. This little girl had every reason to be bitter and resentful and angry and say, “I want God’s wrath to pour out on this whole people group.” Naaman was general in the Syrian army. There was a army that went into her village and likely killed her mother and father. They took her from her home and made her a slave in a foreign land, and yet her heart was not filled with bitterness. Why was this? It is because she knew she had a God and this God rescued her from that kind of life. When she found that Naaman was in great need and in great distress, she, in love, told Naaman a message that offered Naaman hope and life.
Third, this story illustrates we have a grave problem we cannot solve. Like Naaman, we are unclean before God and we will die in our uncleanness unless God intervenes. Naaman’s leprosy paints a picture of the true condition of each of our soul’s; we are unclean and in need of healing.

Fourth, this story teaches us the power of God for salvation is often rejected because of its seeming foolishness and not because of its failure to save. When Naaman first rejected the message Elisha gave to him, he stumbled over its simplicity and he stumbled over its seeming foolishness. When he was told he needed to dunk himself seven times in the Jordan River he balked. It seemed so foolish that such an enormous benefit could come from such a simple thing. In pride, Naaman almost walked away from his salvation. He would have done almost any hard or any difficult task Elisha asked him to do, but when Elisha asked Naaman to believe he stumbled. Salvation is often rejected by people because it seems so foolish and almost too simple.

Fifth, this story teaches that salvation is received through faith and not through our merit. We cannot work for our salvation before we receive it. We cannot pay for our salvation after it is given. God gives salvation freely to those who believe, not because He needs something from us, but because He loves us and He loves for His grace to receive praise. Naaman wanted to do more in order to obtain His healing and he wanted to pay for it after he received His healing and God would have none of that. Salvation is always a free gift of God’s grace to all who would believe in Him and God desires the glory for that truth. 
We consider our text and we remember we discovered in our previous study that this Good News is Good News for all people. This Good News unleashed God’s power for salvation. And, this Good News reveals the righteousness of God in the Gospel and we will consider this idea from Verse 17. There are four Good News facts concerning the God’s righteousness the Gospel unfolds for us. 
Fact Number 1: We desperately need God’s righteousness. We do not consider the provision of something that we do not believe we need to be good news. If we hear an offer of something we believe we have very little use for then we will likely not receive that as something that will be joy inducing or something we want to pursue. 

If I were to tell everyone we were planning to deliver a truck full of three and one-half inch floppy discs to your house today, you might say, “Well, thank you, but I do not believe I need three and one-half inch floppy discs. I do not know of anyone who needs three and one-half inch floppy discs anymore. That is a former technology that has no use. Please do not deliver that kind of truck today.”

In order for a gift to be received with joy, we must perceive the gift is useful or that it is necessary. This principle explains why so many people hear God’s offer of salvation through Jesus and they do nothing to obtain it. They have not yet come to the place where they recognize salvation’s usefulness or its necessity. They consider God is okay with them just the way they are. They do not feel as though their eternal happiness is jeopardized. They do not believe they need saving.

Why is it we do need saving? What is it the Gospel teaches us that helps us to see we desperately need God’s righteousness? Paul tells us of our need for salvation in our text. He knows we are often ignorant of our need for being saved, but the truth is we have a life-threatening disease and we do not know it. We believe we are right with God when indeed we are not. 
Imagine the person who has a life-threatening illness but there are no symptoms. That life-threatening illness could be cured through a drastic kind of remedy, a surgery, or a medicine that would be very difficult. But, the person does not know right now there is anything wrong with them, so if they were offered that surgery today, they would say, “No thank you. I do not need that.” Yet, their awareness of their need does not change the desperation of their need. What is required is for medical tests to be done to prove or to show this person there is a need for this cure, but they first must discover there is a need or they will not be interested in the cure.

As we listen to our text, we might think, “I do not need God’s salvation. I am not desperate right now. I believe my life is fine just the way it is.” Friend, that confidence is sorely misplaced. That confidence originates from ignorance of a deadly condition in the soul that we are not aware. God wants to make us aware and that is why He has given to us His Word and our text.

What is this deadly condition of the soul? It is a lack of true righteousness. A bit later in this book we read,

3:10 as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; 11 no one understands; no one seeks for God. 12 All have 
turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.”
God tells us, “By My standards, not one lives up to the standard of His acceptance.” We are not right in our soul and we are not right with God. Spiritually, we are like Naaman, unclean lepers, and we must not dare to believe we are good enough for God to accept us into His Heaven. That is an eternal and fatal error. By God's Word, we know there is something deeply wrong in our soul, but we ask these questions: Do I really consider myself to be unrighteous? Do I consider I have never, ever done anything good in my life? 
Those are tough evaluations, yet we read, in black and white, in the Bible that is God’s evaluation of our soul. I know it is a harsh assessment but it is God’s assessment and one of us is wrong. Either our assessment is right and we have done good things or God’s assessment is right and we have never done anything good. God's Word clearly says there is no one who does good, not even one person. 

We will follow Paul’s logic in our text and I want each of us to pay special attention to the little word “for” because that little word can be translated “because”. I will read our text that way so we will have an understanding of the flow of the Apostle Paul’s thought,


15 So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome.16a [because] I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel…

Why is Paul not ashamed of the Gospel? 


16b [because] it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the 
Jew first and also to the 
Greek.
Why would Paul be ashamed of something that possesses such power to do so much good? Why is it the power of God to bring salvation?

17 [Because] in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is 
written, “The righteous shall 
live by faith.”
In the power of God for salvation there is righteousness. We can connect to something we desperately need. Why do we desperately need it?

18 [Because] the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 
who by 
their unrighteousness suppress the truth.
Paul tells us there is a real response God makes to our unrighteousness and that response is His wrath. We desperately need perfect righteousness to be accepted by God. Apart from perfect righteousness we rest underneath the eternal wrath of God. Someone may protest, “I thought God accepts me just the way I am.” There is truth in that statement and there is also a lie.
First, there is the truth God does not require anyone of us to clean up our life before we come to Him for salvation. Indeed, it is right that we would come to Him 


Just as I am, without one plea, but that thy blood was shed for me…

Just as I am, and waiting not to rid my soul of one dark blot, 

to thee whose blood can cleanse each spot, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

It is right for us to come just as we are, but when we come just as we are we come to Him whose blood can cleanse each spot. There is a lie in the statement, “Doesn’t God accept me just the way I am?” Yes, God welcomes us into His grace just as we are. We do not clean up our life at all because that would be an affront to God. He cleans it all. But, on the other hand, God does not accept us just as we are. When we come to Him He changes us and He cleanses us and then He welcomes us into His family. But, it is His cleansing power that is available to everyone who would come in faith and when we come in faith we are cleansed and we receive God’s salvation. We come confessing that all of our righteousness is like filthy rags in His sight and we need Him to clean each dark spot of our soul.
The Gospel is the Good News that God provides us with rescue from His wrath against our unrighteousness and the Gospel does that by giving us God’s righteousness. The reason we do not see the desperate need of our soul for God’s righteousness is because we do not understand our own self and we do not understand God. 

Notice the three perfections of God that are discussed in these verses. In Verse 16 we see the “power of God” which is infinite. In Verse 17 we see the “righteousness of God” which is completely pure. In Verse 18 we see the “wrath of God” which is ever just. 

As Paul begins his message describing the Good News of the Gospel, notice the perfection that is missing from that list. It is a perfection that is great and glorious. It is a perfection taught in Scripture, but this is not where Paul begins and it is where we almost always begin. It is the perfection of the love of God. Paul will get to that perfection later in his letter, in Romans 5, but he begins with the power of God, the righteousness of God, and the wrath of God. It is only in the context of those perfections that the love of God gains meaning and we can understand what Scripture means when it says, “God is love”.

Paul wants us to see, first and foremost, before he talks about God’s love in depth, that God is not a god who winks at the unrighteousness of man. He does not say, “You adorable, little sinners. Come on into My lap and let Me cuddle you.” No, that is not God’s response to our sin and to our unrighteousness. God’s love is not a sentimental bottle of syrup. God could not simply say, “I love you so I am going to save you.” God’s righteousness does not allow for that response. God’s love and salvation is set within the context of His power and His righteousness and His wrath. These three perfections are central to God’s story of Good News and of salvation.

Because God is perfectly righteous He responds to our sin with perfect justice, that is, His wrath. This places us in a terrible and terrifying position. We cannot undo what our sin has done to our soul. We cannot cleanse our own soul of one dark blot. We cannot save our self. We cannot expunge the record of our trespasses and our crimes against God. Deliverance from God’s wrath is an impossible task when we seek it from within our self. And yet, God is able to do the impossible, and that is the Good News, that there is infinite power. God uses His infinite power to do something that is impossible, that is to provide us with infinite righteousness so that we might be rescued from His infinite wrath. 
Jesus says, in the context that if anyone is going to get to Heaven it will be rich people,

Mark 10:25 “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom 
of God.” 26 And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who can be saved?” 27 Jesus looked 
at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with God.”
Why is this? It is because, in their thinking, if one is rich it is because God has blessed them. But, if the people who are so obviously blessed by God cannot get into the Kingdom of heave, then no one can. Jesus, does not tell them that with the poor it is possible. This is not His message. But, what is true is that with no person it is possible. It is impossible for any man to get into the Kingdom of Heaven, rich, poor, or middle class. But, it is not with God, for with God all things are possible. 

Jesus is saying what Romans 1:16 communicates: in the Gospel the power of God is unleashed to do the thing which is impossible and yet so necessary. The Prophet Jeremiah writes,


13:23 Can an Ethiopian change the color of his skin? Can a leopard take away its spots? Neither can you start 
doing good, for you have always done evil.
It is impossible to rescue one’s self from the power of condemnation of one’s own sin. It would be just as impossible for one to amend that problem as it would be for a leopard to amend the issue of having spotted skin. The application is that we must humble our self before God by confessing our need, our lack of true righteousness, our desperate need for God’s righteousness. In that we confess our failure to live before God’s righteous standards. 

Fact Number 2: God sufficiently supplies His righteousness. Whatever God demands from us He supplies freely to us. That is the Gospel and that is why this news is so great. God does not make deals in which we bargain our polluted righteousness in order to gain His perfect righteousness. We cannot come up to God and say, “Okay, God, I have tried to love my neighbor. I have tried to live a morally, ethical life. I have gone to church. I have read my Bible. I have prayed. Here, I will give You this if You will give to me Your perfect righteousness because I know this is not enough, but maybe I can use this as a bargaining chip.” God will say, “No! No!” Our polluted righteousness is like filthy rags and all we can do with them is not give them to God in order to gain something from Him, but all we can do is confess before God, “These need to be thrown away altogether. These righteous acts I have committed are my biggest problem.” God does not make bargains, but He does give amazing gifts,


17a For in [the Gospel] the righteousness of God is revealed…

What is this righteousness of God? This phrase occurs eight times in this letter. It is a very important phrase. If we are going to understand this letter, we must understand “this righteousness of God”. Pastor John Stott has been very helpful to me in this passage. He writes, “This righteousness of God is both a divine attribute as well as a divine achievement. First, God’s righteousness is an attribute of God. Rightness is central to His character. God is always right and He does always right.” Natural man does not accept this attribute of God. Natural man likes to resist God’s rightness and His righteousness. 

Our sinful flesh thinks, “If I were God, I would not allow death and disease and poverty. There are a whole bunch of ways this world would be different if I were God.” In our defiance, we accuse God of wrongdoing. But, here the righteousness of God is revealed and we see in the Gospel, and only in the Gospel, not through the lense of our sinful flesh but through the lense of God's Spirit in His Word, God is 100% righteous. He is right in everything He does. That is why anytime we accuse God of wrongdoing, we are outside the Gospel. The Gospel reveals God is 100% always right!

In this letter, God’s righteousness is on full display on the cross. Later, in Romans 3, we read,


25b This (the work of Jesus on the cross) was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance 
he had passed over former sins. 
26 It (the cross) was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he 
might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
We often think of the cross as a demonstration of God’s love for us, and it is, but Paul emphasizes the cross demonstrates God’s right response to sin. Sin is so serious and it needed justice to be satisfied and God was willing to give His Son. There was no other path by which justice could be satisfied. And, even at this expense, God said, “I will be righteous and I will do what is right even if it means sacrificing My own Son on the cross and having Him endure the suffering for the sins of mankind.” God is so right that He will not and cannot wink at sin or look past sin as though it is a little thing. Such a response to sin would be a miscarriage of justice and it would not be right.

God’s righteousness is also an achievement of God. This is to say God supplies righteousness to sinners who do not have it. He accomplishes it for us. He supplies this righteousness through the effective work of Jesus. We cannot achieve this righteous standard. In order to be accepted by God we must have a righteous standing and we fall short of that righteous standing. God accomplishes His righteous standing for us through His Son and the Gospel reveals this and it offers this righteousness to us. 

The New International Version
 translates this verse this way, “for in the Gospel a righteousness from God is revealed.” This is the translation that is leading us toward the idea that this righteousness has to do with an achievement of God on our behalf.
On the cross, God achieves perfect righteousness for us that He requires from us. Anything that is right about “me” is the achievement of Jesus. Where is there boasting, then?
 I tell you, it is completely excluded. This is so very important as we engage our culture in various issues related to sin, that we never communicate there is something right about me that is because of me. The truth is anything that is right about me is simply because of Jesus’ achievement on our behalf. All the glory goes to God and we remain humble. 
The Gospel reveals God’s perfect righteousness is offered to us in Christ. It is not offered to us through obedience to the Law, but it is offered to us through faith in His Son. Later, in Romans 5, Paul calls God’s righteousness a free gift and is that not awesome


17 For if, because of one man's trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who 
receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus 
Christ.
In Romans 10, the Apostle Paul writes, and I love this passage,


1 Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. 2 For I bear them witness 
that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For, being ignorant of the righteousness of 
God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness. 4 For Christ is the end of 
the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.
They are not ignorant that God has an attribute of righteousness. They are ignorant that God has achieved righteousness for them. They are ignorant that God has achieved everything they are trying to accomplish by obeying the Law. Instead of looking in faith to Jesus, they seek to establish their own righteousness and they refuse to submit to God’s righteousness, the only righteousness that merits God’s approval. 

What ever our accomplishments might be by way of practical righteousness, our accomplishments are not acceptable to God and they fall short of His standard and they are worthless. Paul says he refuses to be ashamed of the Gospel because it is the power of God for salvation because in it the righteousness of God is offered to everyone who believes from faith to faith.

The application for this is that we put off all boasting in our righteousness. We have no reason to believe we are more righteous than the other person. It is all about Jesus.

Second, let us rejoice in Christ’s provision for us. We have a treasure in this Gospel.

Third, let us proclaim the Good News.

Fact Number 3: Faith effectively obtains God’s righteousness. The truth of God’s righteousness or justice would not be Good News if it were out of our reach. That news would be very bad news if we needed righteousness and God provided righteousness, but we could not get to it. 
Reformer Martin Luther struggled with God’s justice until he came to this verse. He was a very devout monk, living in early 16th Century Germany. He was so serious about everything related to the righteousness of God. He writes, “I was indeed a pious monk and followed the rules of my order more strictly than I can express. If ever a monk could obtain Heaven by his monkish works, I should have certainly been entitled to it. Of this, all the friars who have known me, can testify. If I had continued much longer, I would have carried my mortification of sin even to death by means of my watchings, my prayers, my readings, and my labors.” Yet, despite all of these efforts to do what is right, focusing on that almost twenty-four hours a day, Martin Luther was terrified of God’s righteousness. He was terrified of God’s justice. He knew he fell short. 
He would continue, “I hated that word, ‘the justice of God, the righteousness of God’. I hated it. The justice by which God is just or is righteous, or by which He punishes sinners and the unrighteous, I was a sinner with an extremely troubled conscience. I hated the righteous God who punishes sinners. I grumbled vehemently and I was angry at God. I was raging with a wild and a disturbed conscience. I badgered Saint Paul about that spot concerning the righteousness of God in Romans 1,” and it was then Romans 1:17 changed everything for him. He says, “All at once I felt as if I had been born again, as if I had entered Paradise all through open gates. I saw the whole of Scripture in a different light. I exalted the sweetest word of mine, the righteousness of God, with as much love as before I had hated it with hate.”
Martin Luther came to understand the righteousness of God is not just an attribute of God that God demands of Himself, but it was an achievement of God on His behalf. It was offered to him and it was accessible to him through faith. He tells then it became incredibly sweet. 

Has the phrase, “the righteousness of God,” become sweet as Paradise to the soul? Has it liberated you?

Paul goes on to say this righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith and I believe God is simply teaching us that being right with God begins with faith and it is carried out through faith to the end of our life. Faith is the means by which we obtain this righteousness and faith continues to be the means by which we benefit from God’s righteousness. Know how clear God makes the condition of our participation in His righteousness. Such participation is from faith and it is to faith. We cannot miss this. It is everywhere throughout His Word. It is not religious ritual. It is not baptisms. It is not verbal profession. It is not church membership. It is not loving the neighbor, but it is faith explicitly in this Gospel of Jesus. Faith in the Gospel of Jesus and Jesus Himself is the means by which this righteousness of God is understood and then this righteousness of God is received or communicated to us. 
Every kind of sinner can access God’s righteousness every time because it is not an accomplishment of the Law we have already missed and failed, but it is simply through faith in the One who perfectly provides and achieves this righteousness for us. The application is that we need to examine our self to see if we possess biblical faith. This is important because if we possess biblical faith, then we possess the power of God and the salvation and we possess the righteousness of God, a righteousness we will need when we stand before Him one day.

What is biblical faith? It is understanding God’s truth, trusting God’s truth, and applying God’s truth to one’s own life. It involves our mind and our understanding of the truth of Scripture. That is why we take time to read Scripture, study Scripture, and understand Scripture. But, it is more than an understanding. It is also an infection, a trust, and a reliance upon and a submission of our will and a yielding to it and an application of it to our life. We need to examine our self to see if we possess biblical faith. If we do, believe even more.

We never go from faith to good works, but we go from faith to faith. We continue in faith because it is our connection through faith to the Gospel that unleashes the power of God in our life. And, this leads us to the last fact regarding God’s righteousness.

Fact Number 4: Faith actively applies God’s righteousness,


17b …as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”
Wait a minute! It says the righteous shall live by faith. We just read there is none righteous. That is exactly right and that is very observant for seeing that. Who are the righteous? The righteous are the people who have already believed in the Gospel and who have received the righteousness that Christ achieved. Paul is talking about believers. He is not talking about unbelievers because no unbelievers are righteous. 
How are believers going to live? The believers shall live by faith in the Gospel of Jesus. This is so vital for us and this is why the letters to the Romans is so powerful. Christians never move away from the Gospel; we are called to move deeper into it. The Gospel becomes fuller and more meaningful with each application of it to our life.

Where do we need the Gospel for the Christian life? My rejoinder is: Where do we need to power of God for the Christian life? There is only one place we will ever find the power of God and that is in the Gospel. That is our connection to the power of God.
How do we know we are living by faith? My answer is: Do we know and are we experiencing the power of God in our life from Monday through Saturday? What does that look like? 

· It is the power of God that brings salvation from everything that sin destroys. 

· It is the power of God to have hope in the midst of a despairing and difficult world. 

· It is the power of God to love people who do not love us back. 

· It is the power of God to overcome the discouragements of the evil one pressing against our soul. 

· It is the power of God to live practically righteous in the midst of strong temptation and in the midst of sin habits that would enslave us. 

· It is the power of God to speak boldly when we feel like not speaking up. 
Are we experiencing the power of God? If we are not, here is the issue – we are not living by faith because if we were living by faith, we would be connected to the Gospel which is the power of God to save us from all of this and much more. 

The application is for each of us to preach the Gospel to our self everyday. We are to live our life, not in self-styled, independent, spiritual discipline, but we are to live our life by faith in the Gospel of Jesus. Be confident of God’s plan for our life and for His Kingdom. He is on the throne. He will accomplish everything He purposes.


16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the 
Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is 
written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”
And, that is the truth.
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