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Scriptural Text: Romans 1:24-32, ESV
Out study of this letter of Paul to the Romans begins on a very somber and serious note, a note that is frankly quite terrifying. We recognize the severity as well as the kindness of God in these verses. Paul is painting for us a picture of why we need the Gospel that will bring us to the end of our self where we will say, “O, God, I need You.”

God's Wrath on Unrighteousness
 
 24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies 
among themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the 
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.

26 For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged natural relations 
for those that are contrary to nature; 27 and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were 
consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in 
themselves the due penalty for their error.

28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought 
not to be done. 29 They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are 
full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, 
haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32 Though 
they know God's righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them 
but give approval to those who practice them.
My son, Jackson, and I often read Proverbs together in the morning. One of the things we have been observing in Proverbs is the specific truth that God emphasizes throughout that book: the wise person loves instruction and correction while the fool despises it. Proverbs 12 tells us,


15 The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man listens to advice.

That is why the fool despises correction because he already believes he is right. The wise person loves instruction because he knows truth is not bound up in his own soul. He knows he is born blind and he has the need of the ability to see. The foolish scoffer believes he has no need of instruction because he sees everything clearly already. Furthermore, the wise person welcomes correction, not just instruction, because the wise person knows there are thoughts and opinions he holds that are often wrong. That is true of every one of us. We are fragile and feeble creatures. We are given over to falsehood and we know that is true. So, we desire to be corrected in our doctrine as well as in our life. The scoffer, however, believes he does not need correction because he is seldom, if ever, wrong.
In Proverbs, God points us to this important truth: if we are to be wise we must love instruction and love correction. We read, in Proverbs 9,


7 Whoever corrects a scoffer gets himself abuse, and he who reproves a wicked man incurs injury. 8 Do not 
reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you; reprove a wise man, and he will love you. 9 Give instruction to a wise 
man, and he will be still wiser; teach a righteous man, and he will increase in learning.
Proverbs 15 continues this truth,

31 The ear that listens to life-giving reproof will dwell among the wise. 32 Whoever ignores instruction despises 
himself, but he who listens to reproof gains intelligence.
Let each of us ask these questions: Do I enjoy being instructed? Do I enjoy being corrected about wrong thoughts. Do I enjoy being corrected about wrong ways of living? What is my attitude to instruction and to correction? If we do enjoy instruction and correction, God will commend each of us for being wise. If we do not, God will convict us as a fool.

Someone may protest, “Really, pastor, who really has the right to instruct and to reprove other people? Where does the authority to teach lie and rebuke others? It seems arrogant in our day for any person to claim to possess universal truth they feel must be taught to others and even used to correct others in the way they think and in the way they live. It seems conceited for any person to claim the authority to declare to others what is universally right, universally wrong, what is wise, what is foolish, what is true, what is false, what is good, and what is evil. Where does anyone get off claiming to have the truth so as to correct and instruct others?” 
Proverbs answers those questions also. Proverbs 1 tells us,


7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.
We must begin with a deep respect for God. Truth will always be elusive to anyone who refuses to reverence and to worship the Lord God. God is the Author of Truth. In fact, He is Truth. The starting place of any person’s pursuit of truth is fear, reverence, honor, and deference to the Living God. That is the reason why Proverbs 3 reads,


5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. 6 In all your ways 
 
acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. 7 Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord, and  
turn away from evil. 8 It will be healing to your flesh and refreshment to your bones.
Christian, I ask each of you this, by what authority do you trust to guide you in your life? That authority will either be God or man. We will either rest in God’s thoughts about what is true and right and good, or we will rest in man’s thoughts about is true and right and good. It is vital for each of us to recognize the foundation upon which we are basing truth and upon which we are living our life. If we choose to build our life upon our own thoughts and opinions, we should at least acknowledge this is what we are doing. Yet, too many Christians verbally affirm the Bible as God's Word and yet they shape their views of life, regarding what is true and right and good and rewarding, based upon the opinions of man, opinions that are based and rooted in man’s own emotions, observations, culture, friendships, logic, desires, and their lusts. Such ones do not even recognize they have chosen to reject God's Word as their foundation for life. So, it is important for each of us to answer these questions: Upon what authority am I living my life? What authority do I trust as my guide for truth? Again, we only have two choices for the answer to these questions: God or man.
As a side, I would like to speak to those who would say, “Pastor, I am not a follower of Jesus Christ. I do not believe in the Bible. I do not accept the Bible as my authority.” First, I want those of you to know I am glad you worship with us and we love you. We desire to encourage each of you in your life. We believe God is the Great Treasurer and the Great Rewarder of any person and we hope to be able to introduce you to Him. Secondly, I encourage each of you to read God's Word before you reject it. Too many dismiss the authority of God's Word without having read it, so I encourage each of you to read it. And, I want to help you with that.
Finally, I do not want to give a long defense of the authority of the Bible in this study. That defense is for another study, but I urge you to think about the foundation of your authority, man’s authority. Think about its steadiness. Think about its solidness. I would urge you to think about why you believe the authority based upon the opinions of man, your emotions, your culture, your society, your logic, your values and why those are sound. Why is that something that is solid, that you can stand upon throughout the course of your life and the difficult decisions, moments, and trials you go through. 

You surely know that others throughout human history and throughout the world base their authority upon these same principles, principles of man’s authority, culture, self-realization, self-discovery, self-discernment. And, on these same measures, people throughout time and throughout various cultures have reached wildly different conclusions about important matters. So, you have to ask yourself, “Upon what authority could I ever declare that any sincere person or society would be wrong?” As you ask that question, consider that sincere cultures have in the past and in the present believed in child sacrifice, slavery, genocide, forced prostitution, child brides, and in the like. If you and the other person argue from the same authority, that you are saying, “Yes, we believe in the authority of man and it is our experience with man and we are choosing man to be our authority and ourselves to be the measure,” then upon what authority could you ever make a universal judgment about all those things that are so very important to life?
This study, though, is directed toward those who confess to follow Jesus and who would confess God's Word is their authority. God gives to us ample warning that choosing to trust in any other authority, other than Him and His Word, leads to dreadful disaster. In Proverbs 16, God tells us, 


25 There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death.

God establishes His Truth as The Truth. That is to say, God’s Truth is eternal, unchanging, unbending, unassailable, incontestable, and it is final. 

I begin this study about God’s authority because of the content of Romans 1. As we read this chapter together, it is going to cry out in sharp opposition and contrast to everything man stands for, at least in our modern times. It will scream at us and we are going to begin to squirm underneath it, “Is this really true? Do I really believe these things?” Then we must ask the question: Under what authority will I base my judgment? If we are using man’s authority to base our judgment as to what is right and what is wrong, then we will judge Scripture as being in error. But, if we use God’s authority for judging what is right and what is wrong, then we will judge our own thoughts and our own culture as being in error. It all depends upon what authority we are resting to establish truth.

The natural man reads Romans 1 and begins to argue in anger for God to change. The wise man reads Romans 1 and begins to cry in humility for God to show mercy. The recognized Bible teacher, Donald Barnhouse, who is in Heaven now, calls Romans 1:24-32, our text, the most terrible passage in all of the Bible. It brings us to our knees. What God says to us, in this text, is shocking. It shakes our soul and it shatters our self-will. This passage tells us the nature of our true condition as men and as women and it ain’t pretty. So, we consider out text in this study with trembling hands,

24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies 
among themselves…

The first word we notice is, “Therefore…” I have mentioned, on many past occasions, whenever we see the word “therefore” we must look to see what it is there for. In other words, the truth that follows the word “therefore” is built upon a truth that preceded the “therefore”; we must look backwards into the context. 

This term makes note that God is presenting a truth in Verse 24 that possesses a logical connection to what preceded Verse 24. I believe the “therefore” points us back to Verse 18, 

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by 
their unrighteousness suppress the truth… 20b So they are without excuse. 21 For although they knew God, they 
did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish 
hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal 
God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things.

24 Therefore (in response to man’s actions) God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the 
dishonoring of their bodies among themselves…
As the Apostle Paul introduces the Good News of Jesus, he immediately teaches us about the wrath of God. He does not take a couple of chapters to eventually get there. It is right out of the gate that God is righteous and He spills His wrath against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men. Paul wants us to know that God wrath has never been a secret, but it has been revealed from Heaven to us and it has been revealed consistently against all the ungodliness and all the unrighteousness of man. 
In Verses 18 through 23, Paul tells us what we have done to deserve God’s right response of judgment. God declares we all have been given a revelation so that we can know God and enjoy Him and fulfill our created design of glorifying Him. Yet, what do we do with this precious truth God has given to us so that we might have life and eternal joy? 

First, Paul tells us we suppress the truth by loving sin. Secondly, we refuse to honor God as God, or give thanks to Him for His many gifts to us. Third, we create our own religion and we worship idols and false gods instead of the true and Living God. We are guilty of all of this and no one can claim to have an excuse and Paul writes, “therefore God gave them up.” This is a description of God’s acting in judgment.

Verses 24 through 32 detail God’s judicial actions in response to our rejection of Him and of His Truth and of our pursuit of worshipping false gods instead of the Living God. What we learn about God’s judicial actions is terrifying. The main idea flowing throughout these verses, the central idea, is this: When man abandons God through sin, God abandons man to sin. 
Notice the phrase, “God gave them up.” This phrase appears three times in this one paragraph and it is a key statement to understand the whole paragraph and the whole message,


24 Therefore God gave them up…26 For this reason God gave them up…28 And since they did not see fit to 
acknowledge God, God gave them up…

What does it mean for God to give people up? It is an active word that points to God’s actions in judicial response to man’s sin. God is not merely passively giving over and saying, “Okay. If you want to drift away I will let you drift away.” No, He is doing something active. The Holman Christian Standard Bible translates this phrase in this way, “God delivered them over.” The New Living Translation reads, “God abandoned them.” God is doing something active in response to man’s sin that is leading man into deeper and deeper spiritual darkness. 

This word, “gave them over,” is also used of the chief priest when he delivered, or gave, Jesus over to Pilot.
 So, God is using that same word that is used of the chief priest giving Jesus over to Pilot to describe what He is doing to man and his sin. 
This word is also used of Pilot delivering Jesus over to be crucified, of giving Jesus over to the executioners.
 It is also used in the same tense and form in Romans 8, to speak of God the Father giving up, or delivering, His Son for all us,


32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give 
us all things?
God, in acting to give up His Son, is using the same word of Him giving up His Son to deliver us to describe what He is doing to man when man chooses to reject Him, “I will give you up and I will deliver you over to…” And, there are three ideas to what God is giving us over. 
We should not think of this word as God passively letting man to do whatever he wants to do. In judgment, God is doing something active to the soul of man that releases man into the darkness of sin. Someone may ask, “Pastor, are you saying God makes people sin or that He pushes people into sin?” No! I am not saying that. God tempts no one toward sin, yet God is active in delivering people over to their base desires of rebellion, sin, wickedness, and self-will.

Let me share an illustration of this. Kimberly's parents used to have a really big dog. It was a Bouvier Des Flandres named “Raider”. Occasionally, I would take Raider on an evening walk. One really did not take Raider on a walk, but Raider took one on a walk. He did not want to go where I wanted him to go and he wanted to go where I did not want to go. Because of that, it was not a walk but a dragging of Raider all the way around the neighborhood. And, I made sure I wrapped the leash several times around my hand and that I had a tight grip on it so that Raider would not break free. I considered there would be a few things more uncomfortable than to have to tell one’s in-laws that I lost their treasured dog. Raider would pull me every which way but loose during those walks.

This is the way we are with God. Unlike Raider, we are morally responsible for our pulling away, though. But, in mercy, what does God do? In mercy God wraps the leash of our own desires around His mighty wrist and He does not let us run to every sin that our natural self would take us and that our natural instincts would grab hold of. His mercy is that He does not let us. His mercy is long suffering and it restrains us from our own lust.
Yet, here, in Romans 1, we are told there comes a time when God actively unwraps that leash from around His wrist and then He lets it go. In doing so, He knows we are going to plunge our self into darkness and death. God, in judgment, abandons the mercy that is restraining us and He untethers us from His mercy and He allows us to run into our ruin. God outlines three consequences to our idolatry.
Consequence #1: God gives man over to depraved impurity,


24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies 
among themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the 
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.
I believe these verses are referring to sexual sin. In view of God’s wrath against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, men who chose idols and things to worship rather than the Creator, we would expect Paul to perhaps say, “Therefore, God gave them up to Hell for everlasting judgment,” but he does not say that. The Doctrine of Hell is clear in Scripture, but Paul does not say that. In this comment of Paul’s explanation of judgment is not on God’s final Judgment. 

Once a person dies and they stand before God, if they do not have Jesus as their Savior, they enter into what is called “Final Judgment” from which there is no return. There is no possibility of an escape from that moment forward, throughout all of eternity. But, here the Apostle Paul is talking about God’s present judgment, a judgment that can be relieved if we were to humble our self. That is why Paul is talking to the Roman church and to us about this. He is telling us there is a present judgment of God whenever we choose to rebel against Him and His authority and Lordship in our life that God may inflict upon us. The warning is that God will give us over to the lust of our heart to impurity for the dishonoring of our body. God will give us over to sin more and more.

The principle we learn is clear: God’s present judgment of sin is more sin. No one can plan to sin just a little bit. It is impossible to manage sin because of Romans 1. Someone may say, “I will sin up to this point and then I will stop.” Guess what, that person is not in charge! God is in charge and He tells us if we choose to reject Him and worship idols instead of Him and if we believe we can limit our self, He will let us off of the leash. Then, we will not be able to help our self because the only thing that is keeping us from going over that boundary right now which we know will bring would ruin our self is God and His mercy. If we choose to thumb our nose at God and His mercy and His sovereign grace and authority and power, He will give us over.
God gives us the reason why He would give us up to sin. It is that we treat God as cheap when we exchange His glory for the glory of images. God says, “I will give you over to sin that will cause you to treat your own body as cheap. If you dishonor Me then you will also dishonor yourself.” God unleashes man to sexual immorality. 

Our sexuality is a beautiful and noble gift from God. God created us with physical bodies, bodies male and female, and he designed us to use our maleness and femaleness to enjoy Him and to glorify Him and to worship Him for the single person as well as the married person. God gave us this wonderful, noble body for the purpose of worship, service, for drawing nearer to, for the enjoyment of, and for the obedience to God. The honor God places upon body is that He creates our body with the ability to worship. This is why sexual sin is so tragic.

Our body is designed by God to receive joy and honor through the worship of God, yet through sexual sin man forfeits this nobility and he forfeits this very honor. There is a story in Genesis 25 which parallels what is happening. Esau has been given the birthright by his father, Isaac, because he was the first born. Esau came home one day after a long hunt and Jacob, his younger brother, is cooking some stew. Esau is exhausted and he says to Jacob, “Let me eat some of the stew. I am exhausted.” Jacob says to Esau, “Sell me your birthright.”
 Esau says to Jacob, “I am about to die, so what is the use of my birthright.” Jacob says, “Swear to me you will give it to me if I give you some stew.” Esau so swore and he sold his birthright to Jacob. Jacob gave Esau some bread and stew. He ate and he drank and he rose and went on his way and Scripture tells us, “Thus, Esau despised his birthright.”
 Esau took what was honorable and he treated it as though it were nothing. This is what men do when they sin sexually. 
Let us focus on the word “dishonoring” for a moment. Out text tells us, in Verse 24, “to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves.” The Holman Christian Standard Version reads, “so that their bodies were degraded among themselves.” The terms “dishonored” and “degraded” references the body and what God does. It is uses something that had created value and it was held in high esteem, it was admired, appreciated, respected, treasured, and complimented. Then something happens that degrades it.
Being degraded does not merely mean a term paper moves from getting an “A+” by the professor to an “A-“. That is a lowering of the grade of the glory of the paper, but that is not what degrade means. Degrade means the paper is not worthless and it counts for nothing.

Our joy is tied to the honor God intends for us to experience through our worship of Him. When we honor God in our body, we receive honor and we enjoy that honor. An illustration of that may be that some enjoy watching “Downton Abby”. We know Downton Abby is an estate that is the prize of Yorkshire, England. It is beautiful. There are gardens, beautiful trees, lawns, marble pillars and floors, ornate accessories, masterpiece paintings, and wall coverings. Every detail is filled with artistry and beauty. The whole community takes joy in this abbey and they receive honor from it. 

Robert Crowley, the Earl of Grantham, is very serious about his stewardship over this whole place. He was given the stewardship by being born into it and he admits, “This is what my life is about. It is about maintaining the honor of this place.” Imagine that the abbey gets passed to someone who is careless and who does not care about the honor of the place. The lawns grow wild with weeds and garbage piles high. Paintings get shredded. Curtains are soiled. Stench washes over the whole community. One would say Downton Abbey was given over to the dishonoring of its grounds and to the degrading of its buildings. This is the idea Paul is making.
There is a reversal of something so stunning and something so beautiful becomes shameful,


24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies 
among themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the 
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever!
Consequence #2: God gives man over to dishonorable passions. I believe there is a downward movement to this whole paragraph. It begins by stating something very low, but it then gets deeper and deeper in its darkness and its depth of judgment, 


26 For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged natural relations 
for those that are contrary to nature; 27 and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were 
consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in 
themselves the due penalty for their error.
Homosexuality is not the only dishonorable passion God gives men over to, but it is the one that Paul chooses to highlight. Why is this? I believe he does so because homosexuality acts as the best illustration of the reversal of God’s intended plan and the rejection of God’s design. 

In Verse 25 God tells us He created the beautiful world in a way that would reflect my glory so that the people would be drawn to Me and worship Me. But, what did we do with the beauty of His Creation? Instead of using it in the way He designed, we turned it upside down as we began to worship the thing He created. We upset the whole apple cart of His design. As a result He is going to upset the course of our life and of our culture. We say we want to redesign the world according to our specifications and we begin by worshipping creatures. This is what He is going to do. He created us male and female so that we can enjoy family and this is a good blessing. He created us male and female so that we can enjoy marriage and raising children together and having them grow up, get married, and enjoying their blessings. That is why He created this world. It is for our joy and for our good and it is that we would worship Him. He says to us, “I am going to give you over to degrading passions now. The original design of a man and a woman being married in the covenant and commitment of marriage and enjoying family will be turned upside down. Women will go after other women with sexual passion and men will go after other men with sexual passion. You think you know best as to how this world and how your life will operate. I will give you over to your own thoughts. I will give you over to your degraded passions. If you are so bent in finding God by discarding My design to lead you into worship, I will let you discard it all.” In so doing, man is left to find order, joy, and purpose without God. That, my friends, is an impossible task. Sexual sin is the outcome of a refusal to honor God. 

How do we know homosexual practice is a sin against God? Our authority upon which we base our understanding of what is right and good and true and joyful is God's Word. It would be difficult to be clearer than Romans 1 is regarding what God's Word says regarding homosexual practice. Notice the words used: dishonorable passions; contrary to nature; shameless acts; due penalty for their error. These words are very countercultural. Most of the Bible countercultural. We will spend the next two studies discussing more in depth about the important subject of homosexuality and how the believer responds to it. For now it is important we grasp the big picture.
Like many of us, I grew up in a time when there was much idolatry and sexual sin as a part of the world of my childhood. But, there were also some social restraints regarding sexual sin that had some fences and gates placed around it, at least socially. Much has changed in the past thirty years. 

If you grew up like I did, you may be likely asking these questions: What happened to our country? What happened to our community? How have all the societal restraints to sexual immorality and perversion been completely removed? Romans 1 has the answer. God has given us over. God has judged our idolatry.

The culture I grew up in was not a worshipping culture. It had all these other gods that were on full display, being devoted to, and being worshipped. God has given us over to depraved impurity and dishonorable passions. God is the One who is sovereign and He is the One who is in control and we are not. We need to note Romans 1 is not merely saying the flourishing of deep sexual sin in our culture deserves God’s judgment. This is not what Paul is arguing here. He is not saying that deep sexual sin deserves God’s judgment. What Romans 1 is teaching us is that deep sexual sin is flourishing and it is God’s judgment. Romans 1 is that God’s judgment is upon us and this is sobering.

Consequence #3: God gives man over to a debased mind,


28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought 
not to be done. 29 They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are 
full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, 
haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32 Though 
they know God's righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them 
but give approval to those who practice them.
I believe the debased mind is the final step downward into darkness. This is the final giving over, releasing us to a way of thinking that makes man the measure of all moral decisions and all the philosophy of life. God abandons us, then, to a mind that is defective and one that is not able to function. Our mind is not able to function in a way that is fruitful or effective or wise. It is not able to figure out life.

We are entering into another political cycle and we will hear many speeches. This is interesting because there is very little to be said that offers any answers because man’s mind is debased and the answers are in God's Word; the answer is in the Gospel. 

A debased mind is a mind that no longer functions in a effective way and that is tragic. We are not able to think rightly, wisely, sanely, or productively about anything important, not about theology, not about eternity, not about community, not about morality, not about justice, not about education, not about economics, not about freedom. Everything important gets turned upside down by a debased mind and God lets us destroy our self as He gives us over to a futile way of thinking. 

And, He gave us over “to do what ought not to be done.” Throughout all the Bible, God explicitly claims the right to define what is right and what is wrong. A debased mind chases after what ought not to be done.

Man has become very deceived in regard to his understanding of sin. He thinks to himself, “If I do not hurt anyone else, then it cannot be wrong, or at least cannot be truly evil or wicked.” The logic is we can figure out a system of rights and wrongs and build our culture off it these based on how we perceive actions and words of others affect other people. All we want to do is simply live in a way that does not hurt others and if we can figure out how to do that then we would have a good culture, a good society.

The irony is the standard of morality that says, “I am only going to make sure I do not do anything that hurts another person, then everything is fine,” that standard is an act of wickedness and rebellion against God. This standard says, “God, in reference to sin, we have this. Stand off. Sit back. We will decide what we should and should not do and what should and should not bother You on the basis of how it affects us.” 

God is sovereign and He is jealous for His own glory! God does not define sin merely according to how it affects others. Yes, loving others is a part of God’s command and a part of His righteous standard.
 But, loving God Himself is the first and foremost foundation of righteousness. God defines sin upon the basis of how our actions, words, thoughts, and motives affect His will and His Kingdom and His glory. God defines sin according to Himself.
All kinds of sins may not seem as though they are hurting other people, but, nonetheless, they excite the righteous wrath of God. He gave to us the Ten Commandments, the first one being, “You shall have no other gods before Me.”
 This does not seem to hurt other people!


Genesis 20:4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, 
or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or 
serve them…

7 “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain…

Right out of the box are the first three and we do not know how they could hurt other people, but yet God tells us this is the foundation of how He views sin and wickedness and how He will judge us because we shall not covet.

What kinds of sins invade a person’s life when they are given over to a debased mind? Lest we believe we are off the hook by reading about the sin of homosexuality and say, “That is not a sin I am even tempted with, so I must be off the hook,” this list is the bottom drawer where all of sin ends up.

29 They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, 
murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, 
boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless.
The point is not to make a comprehensive list of sins that destroy our soul, but it is to teach us that idolatry begets a debased mind and a debased mind begets moral ruin. We become enslaved and we loose our self. God is teaching us to trace all of our problems back to the sin of idolatry. 

If we see the problem of teenage pregnancy in our society, that has to do with the problem of rejecting God. 

If we see the problem of corporate greed, that has to do with rejecting God. 

If we see the problem of homosexuality, that has to do with rejecting God. 

If we see the problem of abortion, that has to do with rejecting God. 

If we see the problem of murder in movie theaters, that has to do with rejecting God. 

If we see the problem of racism, that has to do with rejecting God. 

Whatever moral problem we see, we must trace it back to its root and that root is idolatry,

32 Though they know God's righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only 
do them but give approval to those who practice them.
They celebrate.

I cannot think of a paragraph of Scripture that is a clearer snapshot of our present state than what we are reading in Romans 1. Romans 1 explains that God, in judgment, gives us over to dishonorable passions, over the to the degrading of our bodies, over to a depraved mind. Can God really, actively give man up to sin and to the destruction that follows us in the emersion of sin? We often have a very sentimental view of God as some sort of kindly “grandma”, a grandma who could never really see the faults in her grandchildren, let alone correct them. God is not a sentimental grandma. He is righteous, sovereign, and holy. God can and does give man up to sin and destruction, “But, pastor, what about His love?” 
What about His love? This entire section began with the verses I want to share again. I want each of us to know there is hope. What we have been describing is God’s present wrath. In the day of God’s final wrath, when that Judgment is made, there is no more hope for mercy, but in the midst of God’s present wrath, this is what Paul’s letter to the Romans is all about. It is to say to people, “Wake up! Repent of your sin and selfishness and idolatry and move to God’s grace. God is merciful to those who would call upon Him in humility,


16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the 
Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is 
written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”
What hope the Gospel offers!
� John 18:28-35


� John 19:1-16


� The birthright is an honorable gift from the father to the first born son. It is something noble and to be treasured.


� Genesis 25:34b


� Matthew 22, 37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”


� Exodus 20:3





