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In our study of the Book of Romans, we come to a topic this letter brings to us that is very relevant to us and to our lives and to our culture today – the topic of homosexuality. This is intended for us to consider and think through from our previous study. This study lays a broader theological foundation for any thoughts about any specifics about homosexuality. In this study we will dive into concepts that are very specific about this topic. 

God's Wrath on Unrighteousness
 
 24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their 
bodies 
among themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the 
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.

26 For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged natural 
relations for those that are contrary to nature; 27 and the men likewise gave up natural relations with 
women and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and 
receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error.

28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought 
not to be done. 29 They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are 
full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, 
haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32 Though 
they know God's righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them 
but give approval to those who practice them.
As I was studying this, I realized there are too many important questions to answer with the particular depth they deserve. Homosexuality and God's Word is an issue in our culture that cannot be overstated. For many the relevance hits home in their internal yearnings and desires. They find themselves sexually attracted to people of the same sex and they do not know what to do or how to think about that attraction. For others, the relevance hits home as a close relative for friend “comes out”
 proudly as a homosexual. Such a coming out is often accompanied by a request, and indeed even sometimes a demand, that others be accepting or celebratory of this lifestyle. 
For others the relevance awakens in the school or in the workplace where students, teachers, employers, and employees are asked to publically affirm the “goodness” of the homosexual practice. Homosexuality is so celebrated that it is fast becoming the golden image of Nebuchadnezzar’s day. Many are being told, “Bow down and worship this image or else.” 

For others the relevance finds itself in a Christian friend who has become an apologist for the homosexual practice, thinking this is a loving thing to do. This friend affirms they love God and, indeed, they believe the Bible, but they say the Bible has been misread for centuries and the Bible truly has no real argument with the homosexual practice, particularly when that practice is loving and consensual. Indeed, as they share with us their views of the Bible, they seem to make some good points. So, they breed confusion where there once was clarity in the church. 
For others relevance hits home as they live a secret life
, a life they are ashamed of but they do not know what to do or how to change. And, they do not know if there is a possibility to change. 

One would have to live a hermit’s life to avoid the relevance of this particular subject. It is important to know what God says about this subject because what He says gives clarity and it also leads us into truth and freedom. Yet, we need to keep in mind we do not focus our attention on the sin of homosexuality because we hate it more than other sins. We focus on homosexuality today because a clear understanding of God's Word on this subject will help to bring a blessing to many.

In the previous study we laid a theological foundation for discussing the sin of homosexuality. We related that homosexuality is not the core issue and not the center point. The core issues relate to the subjects of God, man, sin, salvation, the Bible, and love. So, discussing homosexuality, or any sin, outside of the biblical theological regarding God Himself, the nature of Scripture, the nature of man, the wickedness of sin, the wonder of salvation, and the definition of love is a bit like popping the head off of a dandelion. We may have appeared to have done something effective, but all we have done is taken off the outer edge of it. The roots are still deep and the dandelion will rise again. 

So, I urge believers not to get into arguments about homosexuality with the people of this world, but rather we should point them instead to the bigger subjects related to the Gospel. Only in the context of these bigger matters will our mind change about this smaller issue. 

We begin this study by asking: What does the Bible say about the homosexual practice? There will be five key texts of Scripture that relate to God’s teaching regarding homosexuality. Know, as we approach these texts, that Satan is a deceiver who loves to confuse worshippers of God about the message God clearly delivers to them. That is his scheme and his tactic. He loves to twist the words God gives to worshippers so that God's Word is either forgotten, neglected, or misunderstood. 
Right away in Genesis Chapters 2 and 3, we find a great illustration of Satan’s methods to lead God’s people away from God’ Truth and from God’s glory. We remember, in Genesis 2, of God giving a very clear command to Adam and Eve when He says,


16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 17 but of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely 
die.”
God could not have issued a clearer statement regarding the sinfulness of eating of this particular tree. Yet, the strategy of Satan was to employ a deception to lead Adam and Eve away from their fellowship with God and their worship of Him by creating doubts about the clarity of God’s clear statement to them. As Satan approaches them, in Genesis 3, we read,


1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made. He said to 
the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?”
Yet, in Genesis 2, just a few verses before this, that is exactly what was recorded. Satan twists the word of God to say, “any tree”. God really said, “…of this one tree…” But, Satan is wanting to confuse what God had said about this particular sin. So, the first words of Satan in recorded history are words that twists God's Word and which cast doubt on matters God had made clear. 

Satan continues this same scheme of creating confusion and doubt regarding God’s specific will in relationship to worship. He still whispers into our ear, “Did God really say…”, over a whole host of matters, and through this Satan leads us into many sins. “Did God really say you must forgive someone who hurt you, regardless how much fault is theirs?” “Did God really say you must not have sexual relations prior to marriage, regardless whether you are engaged to the person or not?” “Did God really say you must honor your mother and father, regardless of whether or not they have done right by you?” “Did God really say not to divorce your husband or your wife, even if your marriage is not very happy?” “Did God really say not to be drunk with wine, even if you are at a great party and everyone else is drunk?” In all of these matters, and in many more, Satan loves to confuse us in relationship to God’s specific will, because if he does confuse us in relationship to God’s specific will he will move us away from worship and away from God’s glory which is his ultimate objective. 
No subject is Satan more at work in the church, especially among young people, than to confuse God’s people about God’s will than the subject of homosexuality: Did God really say homosexuality is a sin? 
Liberal scholars have worked hard for the past fifty years or so to change the meaning of all the texts related to homosexuality so that what had been clear for 1,900 years of church history is now considered by many to be unclear. In this study we will look at five key Bible texts that speak to this subject. I believe if we look at these texts plainly and honestly without a bias to make God say what we so much want Him to say in His Word about this matter these will be made very clear to our understanding and very helpful. The first text is in Genesis 19 and this is really where it all began, in Sodom and Gomorrah, 

1 The two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom. When Lot saw 
them, he rose to meet them and bowed himself with his face to the earth 2 and said, “My lords, please turn 
aside to your servant's house and spend the night and wash your feet. Then you may rise up early and go on 
your way.” They said, “No; we will spend the night in the town square.” 3 But he pressed them strongly; so 
they turned aside to him and entered his house. And he made them a feast and baked unleavened bread, and 
they ate.

4 But before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, both young and old, all the people to the 
last man, surrounded the house. 5 And they called to Lot, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring 
them out to us, that we may know them.” 6 Lot went out to the men at the entrance, shut the door after him, 
7 and said, “I beg you, my brothers, do not act so wickedly. 8 Behold, I have two daughters who have not 
known any man. Let me bring them out to you, and do to them as you please. Only do nothing to these men, 
for they have come under the shelter of my roof.” 9 But they said, “Stand back!” And they said, “This fellow 
came to sojourn, and he has become the judge! Now we will deal worse with you than with them.” Then they 
pressed hard against the man Lot, and drew near to break the door down. 10 But the men reached out their 
hands and brought Lot into the house with them and shut the door. 11 And they struck with blindness the men 
who were at the entrance of the house, both small and great, so that they wore themselves out groping for the 
door.

12 Then the men said to Lot, “Have you anyone else here? Sons-in-law, sons, daughters, or anyone you have in 
the city, bring them out of the place. 13 For we are about to destroy this place, because the outcry against its 
people has become great before the Lord, and the Lord has sent us to destroy it.”
What Lot proposed as an alternative to what the men of the town wanted to do is a despicable thing in and of itself. Throughout the rest of the Old Testament and the New Testament, Sodom and Gomorrah are held up as an example of extreme wickedness and of Divine Judgment. The sin of homosexual practice is forever connected to this particular set of cities. 
Jesus is going to mention this story in the Gospels on three different occasions as a warning to people about the severity of God’s judgment upon sinful people. Revisionists, as they look at this text, agree this is a horrible story, but they claim it has nothing to do with loving, consensual homosexual relationships. They contend this is a story about social oppression, inhospitality, and rape. How do they make this argument? Some say the word “know” we read in Verse 5, is not really sexual in nature. Yet, these men, we know, are overrun by their lust and Lot is telling them he will give to them his daughters that they might know them. This is a group of men who have been in the city so this is not a matter of them wanting to press hard to “know” them, bother them, and keep them up all night. This is a group of men who want to have a sexual relationship with these strangers, these angels. 
In Genesis 4, the word “know” is used of Cain,


17 Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and bore Enoch.
So, this is a clear reference to a sexual passion and desire. So clear is this passage, the English word “sodomy” is born from it. There is no ambiguity about whether this is simply social injustice or inhospitality. Where do scholars get that interpretation? They look to Ezekiel 16, one of the many passages that mentions Sodom and Gomorrah,


49 Behold, this was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and her daughters had pride, excess of food, and 
prosperous ease, but did not aid the poor and needy. 50 They were haughty and did an abomination before me. 
So I removed them, when I saw it. 51 Samaria has not committed half your sins. You have committed more 
abominations than they, and have made your sisters appear righteous by all the abominations that you have 
committed.
Revisionists use Verse 49 as the verse that explains what happened in Genesis 19. They had a lot of food, prosperous ease, and pride, yet they did not come to the aid of the poor and needy strangers when the poor and needy strangers arrived at their city. This is the reason why God judged them. If this is all we find in Scripture to explain the story of Sodom and Gomorrah, we might believe that, but in Verse 50 we read of one particular act God is upset about, “an abomination”. 
The word “abomination” will be seen later in Leviticus. In that word something very specific is referenced and what is that specific sin? The term is used in Leviticus Chapters 18 and 20, where the sin reference is that of a man lying with another man, as with a woman and this is called “an abomination”. Ezekiel, in using this term, is linking the story of Sodom and Gomorrah to Leviticus Chapters 18 and 20. It is helpful for us to know this, while there are several sins mentioned in Leviticus that are called abominations, there is only one called the singular “abomination” and that is the sin of homosexual practice. 

Most helpful, to help us to understand the story of Sodom and Gomorrah is what the rest of Scripture says about the story, particularly in the New Testament. The New Testament often acts as a commentary on the Old Testament. In 2 Peter 2, God is explaining to us a warning about future judgments,

4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to chains of 
gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment…6 if by turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he 
condemned them to extinction, making them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly; 7 and if he 
rescued righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the sensual conduct of the wicked 8 (for as that righteous man 
lived among them day after day, he was tormenting his righteous soul over their lawless deeds that he saw and 
heard); 9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the unrighteous under 
punishment until the day of judgment, 10 and especially those who indulge in the lust of defiling passion and 
despise authority.
Many homosexual activists, in twisting Scripture, do not even mention this passage because it is such a clear commentary on the story of Sodom and Gomorrah. It uses words such as “sexual conduct”, “the lust of defiling passion”, and “despising authority”. God uses Sodom and Gomorrah once again to bring a warning against any culture or any individual as to His righteous and consistent response in the face of a person’s or culture’s abandonment of, specifically, sexual sin. 

God, in love, does not want us to miss the warning that sin of this nature invites terrible judgment. Many view God’s warnings as somehow cruel, mean spirited, and manipulative, yet God is the Ultimate Good Person. He gives countless warnings. Why does He warn? His intention behind all of His warnings are only for the good of those whom He warns, so the people would hear the warning, heed it, and avoid the Judgment that is to come.

Jude 7 is perhaps even clearer than 2 Peter concerning what the story of Sodom and Gomorrah is about,


7 just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, which likewise indulged in sexual immorality and 
pursued unnatural desire, serve as an example by undergoing a punishment of eternal fire.
We will discuss the term “unnatural desire” later in this study. Some, again, in reading Jude say, “Clearly he is saying the people of Sodom and Gomorrah had sexual immorality that was an expression of an unnatural desire.” Some say that unnatural desire refers to the fact that these visitors were angels and there were men who were desiring to have a sexual relationship with angels, but when we read the story we recognize the people of Sodom and Gomorrah did not know they were angels. They believed these were just two men. God calls the men of Sodom and Gomorrah and their desire unnatural, for their desire was not for sexual relationships with angels because they did not know the two visitors were angels. Their unnatural desire referenced the passion they had for a homosexual relationship with these two visitors. 

We are right to concede the argument that the situation in Sodom and Gomorrah is very different from two people who desire a committed, sexual relationship that is consensual with one another. The violence in the city of Sodom and Gomorrah certainly made their sin against God more profound, but we would be wrong to claim the story does not illustrate God’s condemnation upon homosexual practice. Homosexual passion and practice was not Sodom and Gomorrah’s only sin that invited God’s righteous response, but it was one of them.

The second key texts we read are in Leviticus,


18:22 You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination.


20:13 If a man lies with a male as with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination; they shall 
surely be put to death; their blood is upon them.
Note God does not give any context in which a man lying with another man as with a woman is acceptable. There are no exceptions listed. Some revisionists suggest that because the term “abomination” is used, it refers to the idolatry in other Old Testament passages where homosexual prostitution in pagan temple worship was engaged. They say this is the only thing God is talking about, when a man lies with another man in the midst of worshipping another god as a part of homosexual prostitution. Understand, these verses in Leviticus Chapters 18 and 20 do not describe false worship in pagan temples. The verses surrounding these two verses refer to other kinds of sexual immorality: incest, adultery, and bestiality. The context shows God condemning all kinds of sexual immorality in a general way.
We also need to note, in Leviticus 20, both participants are condemned by the Law. This is note a situation of rape or a forced relationship. This is a consensual relationship that is condemned and this word “abomination” appears twice. What does that word mean? An abomination is something that is abhorrent, repugnant, and loathsome and God tells us this is also to Him. 

The word abomination, interestingly, is often, in Scripture, applied to an act that is perceived by the person committing the act as a good and right thing to do. For instance, in Proverbs 15, we read,


8 The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, but the prayer of the upright is acceptable to him.
Here, the sacrifice a wicked person makes is something they believe they are doing that is right, good, and pleasing. But, God says, “No, that is an abomination.” The idea we need to clue into in Scripture is that the person’s heart attitude in the commission of the act does not keep that act from being an abomination. A person does not have to say, “I know that I am thumbing my nose at God and poking my finger in God’s eye,” in order to have committed an abomination. In this passage we have a wicked person offering a sacrifice and they think, “Hey, like Cain, God will accept my sacrifice. I am doing something pleasing to Him,” yet, God says, “No, that is an abomination.”
Another example is found in Proverbs 28,


9 If one turns away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer is an abomination.
We believe that praying is something that is always good and right, certainly the person giving the prayer believes they are doing something righteous, yet, He says, “If a person is disobedient to God, even his prayer is an abomination. Everything he does is an abomination and it is loathsome in God’s sight.”

A person may be committing an abomination when, in their own heart and in their own mind, they believe they are doing something right and good. I believe that is often the situation regarding homosexual practice. Many today consider that to be an act that is right and good and natural. God says, “No! This is an abomination!” 

Other sins sit right beside homosexuality as abominations. Homosexual practice is not the only abomination mentioned in Scripture, yet it is clear that it is an abomination to the Lord.

The third key text is in Romans 1,


26 For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged natural 
relations for those that are contrary to nature; 27 and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women 
and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in 
themselves the due penalty for their error.
This passage is so clear, revisionists have a hard time twisting it, yet they claim Paul really is not condemning homosexual practice that is consensual, but only the kind of homosexual practice that was very prevalent in the Roman world, where a man abuses a teenage boy. Yet, it is important for us to notice Paul first mentions women. There is no record in Roman history of women treating teenage girls, or young girls, as sex slaves as there is for men. This passage is not about an adult/child relationship. This passage is about, as it mentions, when women exchange natural relations to those that are contrary to nature and men likewise give up natural relations with women and are consumed with passion for one another.

Other revisionists say this passage condemns heterosexual men and women for being excessive in their sexual conquest by saying, “I know I am heterosexual, but I am going to experience the full menu. I am going to be excessive in my sexual expression.” The revisionists say that would be wrong for a heterosexual man or a heterosexual woman to engage in homosexual practice. They say that is what this passage talks about and that is what “unnatural” means; it is unnatural to even yield themselves to their own desires. Yet, the text, again, and I urge you, does not bear this out. Notice the motivation of homosexual practice is not in view, but it is the practice itself that is condemned.

The phrase “contrary to nature” is a very important one. This phrase is not a reference to one’s personal subjective feelings about what is natural to them. Rather, this references God’s objective design in Creation. How do we know that? Throughout Romans 1, the Apostle Paul goes to great lengths to tie Romans 1 to Genesis Chapters 1 through 3., so that we would know the roots of his authority as to what is natural and what is unnatural is in Scripture and in the Creation story. 
Notice how often Paul borrows words that connect the reader to Genesis Chapter 1 through 3. For instance, in Romans 1:20, Paul writes, “Since the Creation of the world,” so Creation is in view. In Verse 25, he says, “ because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and they worshipped and serve the creature rather than the Creator.” In Verse 23, notice the words, “they exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man, birds, and creeping things.” From Genesis 1, we read,


26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the 
fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
Paul is borrowing language in Romans 1:23 from Genesis 1:26. This letter to the Romans describes homosexuality to illustrate what happens when men and women rebel against their Creator, “they become unnatural in their lust,” a reference to what is natural in Genesis 2. Furthermore, in Romans 1:25, 27, and 32, Paul points us to what happens in Genesis 3, in that they exchanged the truth for a lie and they were shameless. What is that lie? It is found in Genesis 3. Adam and Eve discovered they were naked and they were filled with shame. Then Paul says, in Verse 32, “those who practice such things deserve to die”, referencing Genesis 2,


17 “but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you 
shall surely die.”
Paul is borrowing language from the Creation story so that we would understand what he means by, “contrary to nature”. The revisionists say that contrary nature means that which is contrary to our own natural, subjective feelings or orientation, or what we believe is our orientation, that anything contrary is not true to our own self and therefore is unnatural, but that is not what Paul is arguing. God is saying, in Romans 1, is that anything that is outside of God’s design in Genesis 2, is unnatural. A person can be acting contrary to nature even if their practice feels natural to the person. The issue of the homosexual’s unnatural nature is not an issue rooted in a person’s orientation or their desire. It is one rooted in what God did in Creation when He established men and women, by design, to be married. In Genesis 2, we read,


24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one 
flesh. 25 And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.
We cannot twist the text in Romans 1 to make unnatural to mean simply, “one person’s orientation”. 
The fourth text to consider comes from 1 Corinthians 6,


9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither 
the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, 10 nor thieves, nor 
the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some 
of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and by the Spirit of our God.
There are two words that translate the phrase, “men who practice homosexuality”. One of those words is only used by Paul and it is not found anywhere else in ancient literature. It is as though Paul made up this word. It is a compound word to describe homosexual practice, yet, if we take the compound word and we break it in two, where else do we find those two words? We find them in Leviticus Chapters 18 and 20. Is that not interesting? Paul is looking at those two chapters and he sees these two words and he creates a compound word and he sets it in 1 Corinthians 9 to describe people who practice homosexuality. Paul is affirming this part of the Old Testament Law is part of the holiness practice of God’s people in New Testament times. We cannot discard Leviticus by saying it is Old Testament Law and it has nothing to do with us today. No, Paul is taking two words from Leviticus, joining them together, placing them in the New Testament and saying, “Listen, if a person is of such nature that they are practicing homosexuality, they will not inherit the Kingdom of God.” Paul lists that with other sins that are also true of those who willfully and in rebellion proudly and arrogantly pursue a life contrary to God’s holiness. He further says to the church that they are now washed and sanctified and justified in the name of the Lord.

If we step back a moment to look at this passage, first, we would say, “Let us not be deceived. Anyone who willfully, knowingly, and persistently gives themselves over to any of these sins will not inherit the Kingdom of God.” This is a sobering truth. Homosexual practice is not the only sin that leads us away from Heaven and into God’s eternal judgment in Hell, but it is one of the sins that does. It is specifically listed. Secondly, we need to understand that the Gospel can overcome any participation in sin. He says to the church that this is where all of them, at one time, were, but they have been washed and sanctified by the blood of Jesus Christ; God has done something.

The fifth text for us to consider is in 1 Timothy 1. It is very similar to 1 Corinthians 6, but we need to consider it because it does make a significant contribution,


9 understanding this, that the law is not laid down for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the 
ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who strike their fathers and mothers, for murderers, 
10 the sexually immoral, men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, perjurers, and whatever else is 
contrary to sound doctrine, 11 in accordance with the gospel of the glory of the blessed God with which I have 
been entrusted.
Paul uses the same compound word, homosexual, that is not found in any other literature before Paul. Notice, again, homosexuality is not selected as being unique among all the other sins, and the church must be careful about this, but it is listed in the midst of all the other sins. Yet, it is one that is contrary to sound doctrine, one that runs away from the Gospel and resists the Gospel. 

There are three doctrinal questions the Bible theologically answers that a Christian asks about homosexuality. First, can a homosexual be a Christian? We must, first, clarify this question. Are we talking about someone who is struggling with same-sex attraction? Some people call them homosexuals and that a person is homosexual from birth. So, even if they have not practiced homosexuality, but they have a same-sex attraction, that person is a homosexual. The Bible tells us, “No, you are not!” Simply because someone may have specific desires does not mean their identity is such. The identity becomes homosexual when that person says, “I am giving myself over to this specific sin and to the practice of it.” 
Every one of us is born alienated from God. We are naturally drawn to many different kinds of sins. It is not a rejection of the Gospel to be attracted to various sins; it is a part of our flesh and of the remnant left over of our old life, that we have this flesh that continues to reside within each of us that causes each one of us to attracted to various sins. 

One day, when a believer faces Jesus Christ, he or she is glorified and then we will be forever rid of those temptations and desires. For now the Christian is called to put on the full armor of God
, to resist the Devil, and to walk in the Spirit so that we will not carry out the lust of our own flesh. So, a person with a same-sex attraction can be a Christian. 
But, what about the person who willfully and proudly is living the life of a homosexual? In the previous study we discussed the conditions that must be met in order for a person to benefit from the death and resurrection of Jesus. Those conditions are repentance and faith. Jesus tells us, in Mark 1,

15 “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”
Repentance means we change our mind about God and that He really is God and He is sovereign, authoritative, true, right, wise, the source of life, and the source of all that is good. We also change our mind about our self. We come to believe we are not naturally right within our self, and, in fact, we are naturally wrong and we are bent away from God. We need to repent of our bent that is away from God. 

We also change our mind about sin. We come to believe that whatever God says is a sin is a sin and it needs to be turned away from. A person must repent to be a Christian. Repentance means a sorrowing over our sin and a renouncing of our sin as sin and actively turning away from a life of sin. 

So, has a person who proudly practices homosexual sin repented? If the answer is, “No,” and I believe it is, then such a person has not met the conditions for being a Christian. Furthermore, Christianity is not a self-help religion where we clean up our own life. We have nothing to be proud of regarding our own righteousness. Following Jesus means we have received His righteousness through faith and this is a new life He has offered to us,


2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new 
has come.

1 Corinthians 6:11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.
What happens when God gives His life to an individual? They are changed from the inside out. I am not saying God takes away all fleshly desires and that we never sin again, but our relationship with sin is changed. A person whose relationship with sin has not changed, whether they continue to proudly celebrate sin in their life, we must ask, “Have you repented and have you experienced this change?” because it does not appear by evidence that such a person has.

Second, is homosexual orientation a sin? The reason why we have a desire for any sin is that we are born alienated from God. Our sinful desire is a part of our fallen nature. Every sinful desire we are attracted to feels natural to us. There is no desire of our flesh that feels unnatural to our fallen condition, yet God holds us accountable for what we do with these sinful desires that feel natural. Do we give into them? Do we rejoice in them? Or, do we wage war against them? The Bible does not promise we will never be free from sinful desires until we see Jesus. Our life, then, is described as a “fight”. 

God is glorified as we fight the good fight of the faith, as we walk by the Spirit and not be gratified by the desires of the flesh. The progress toward Christ-likeness may be very slow and very often discouraging, but God is with us and He will not abandon us if we cling to Him. We must not argue, “I was born this way,” and then expect God to give to us a pass because God sent us His Son to set us free from bondage to those sins that remove us from His glory and lead us away from worship.

Third, is homosexuality worse than other sins? We must be careful of making a list of sins that are really, really bad in our own mind and of sins that are not so bad. All sins are condemned by God and they condemn us as lawbreakers. With that said, sin of a sexual nature does something to our soul that is particularly damaging. The following is true of every form of sexual immorality,

1 Corinthians 6:18 Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the 
sexually immoral person sins against his own body.
There is something that happens to a person who has been united to Christ and then has allowed that union to be joined in sexual immorality. They are sinning against their own body,


1 Corinthians 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have 
from God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.
There are three practical questions that, biblically, the Christian asks about homosexuality. First, how should i respond when a friend or a family member publically declares themselves to be homosexual? First, thank them for being honest. Tell them you love them. Ask them questions and then listen. Pray for them. Look for open doors to share the Gospel. Be careful to honor God in your response. Do not let a person dictate your response. Allow Jesus to lead you in your response. 
We cannot affirm their decision and they will often seek such affirmation. We cannot affirm that which dishonors God because God is first to the believer. 

We must also be careful we do not make provision for their sin. This is where application becomes difficult. We must ask this question: Is this person asking me to do something that will actually encourage them or that provides for them in their sin? 

Second, how can I witness the Gospel to homosexual friends or family members? Show them Jesus who is full of grace and full of truth. Let them know you are for them and you are not against them. Talk to them about who God is and what you believe the Bible to be. Talk to them about what you believe love to be. Tell them about the salvation God offers and what conditions are required by God in order for them to benefit from the gift of Jesus. 

In this conversation, you will likely be asked what you believe specifically about homosexuality. Be prayerful about how you answer but be bold. I believe love requires us to give a clear answer even if we are rejected and reviled for it. 

Love such ones more than their affirmation of you. It is important to talk to these texts, but as you do, again, always 

share the bigger picture because that is the issue.

Third, how can I minister to homosexuals who are in the church? First, thank God that they are coming to church. We have an opportunity to love them. Let them know they are welcomed. Be sympathetic and be loving. Offer a relationship. Help to mentor to authentic relationships in the church. We do not need to confront this sin in the first ten minutes of conversation with this person. Pray that God gives to us time to enter into that discussion. We would be unloving to avoid the conversation altogether, but, first, let them know they are cared about as a person. 

Share the Gospel personally. Point them to Jesus. Again, it is a better place to begin at the heart, the core, of the Gospel rather than at the edges. If we truly embrace Jesus, the rest will follow.

Are you struggling with some desires inside and you have never talked with anyone. We have a help line, through e-mail
, if you care to talk to someone about your struggles. We would love to encourage you and help you. 

Perhaps there is someone who has a son or a daughter, a brother or a sister, or a really good friend who has just announced themselves as being homosexual, what do you do? That help line is for you, also. 

Perhaps there is someone who has given themselves over to homosexuality and a homosexual practice. I want you to know the Gospel is the power of God for salvation to wash you, to cleanse you, and to bring you into a right relationship with the Living God. God can and God has changed all varieties of sinners, homosexuals included, ever since the beginning of time, to become righteous worshippers of the Living God. 

I close with a part of a letter a young woman named Jackie Hill-Perry wrote. It is titled “A Love Letter to a Lesbian”. At the beginning the writer talks about her own history and how she had given herself over to a homosexual lifestyle for years. I read from the end of the letter. “If you believe all that society had to say about homosexuality, you would come to the conclusion that it is completely normal, even somewhat admirable. But, that is far from the truth. God tells us homosexuality is sinful, abominable, and unnatural. But if I were to be honest, sometimes homosexual attractions can seem natural to me. I don’t think it is a stretch to say this may be your dilemma as well. You see what God has to say about homosexuality, but your heart does not utter the same sentiments. God's Word says it is sinful; your heart says it feels right. God's Word says it is abominable; your heart says it is delightful. God's Word says it is unnatural; your heart says it is totally normal. Do you see there is a clear divide between what God's Word says and how your heart feels? So, which voice should you believe? 
“There was a time in walk with Christ where I experienced a lot of temptation about falling back into lesbianism. These temptations caused me to doubt God's Word. My temptations and desires began to become more real to me than the truth of the Bible. As I was praying and meditating on these things, God put this impression upon my heart, ‘Jackie, you have to believe My Word is true even if it contradicts how you feel.’ Wow! This is right. Either I trust His Word or I trust my own feelings. Either I look to Him for the pleasure my soul craves or I search for it in lesser things. Either I walk in obedience in what He says or I reject His Truth as if it were a lie. 

“The struggle with homosexuality is a battle of faith: Is God my joy? Is He good enough? Or, am I still looking to broken cisterns to quench a thirst only He can satisfy. That is the battle. It is for me and it is for you. The choices is yours, my friend. I pray you, put your faith in Christ and flee from the lies of our society that coincide with the voices of your heart, a heart the Scriptures say is wicked and deceitful. Run to Jesus instead. You were made for Him. He is ultimately all you need. In Jesus there is fullness of joy. In Jesus there is a relationship worth everything because He is everything. Run to Him.”
� Meaning to announce the homosexual, or gay, nature of their life.


� Defined as being “in the closet”.


� Ephesians 6:13


� help@bethanycentral.org





