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God's Righteous Judgment

5 But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath 
when God's righteous judgment will be revealed.

 6 He will render to each one according to his works: 7 to those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory 
and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; 8 but for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the 
truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury. 9 There will be tribulation and distress for every 
human being who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek, 10 but glory and honor and peace for everyone 
who does good, the Jew first and also the Greek. 11 For God shows no partiality.
God's Judgment and the Law

12 For all who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law, and all who have sinned under the 
law will be judged by the law. 13 For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before God, but the 
doers of the law who will be justified. 14 For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the 
law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. 15 They show that the work 
of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts 
accuse or even excuse them 16 on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by 
Christ Jesus.

While living in Texas I received a letter in the mail from the Tarrant County Court House asking me to appeal at the court house for jury duty. As I waited to receive my jury assignment that day, I hoped for a quick dismissal of my duties as I was in the middle of packing to move to Peoria. I was led to a room and there I discovered I was being considered for an assignment on a capital murder case. The young man sitting in front of us had already confessed to brutally slicing the throat of his kind, elderly neighbor lady for no other reason than simply for the joy of killing another human being. 

There he sat, just twenty-five feet in front of us, with this cold, icy stare. The potential jury pool began with about fifty of us who were being weeded down to twelve, with a few alternates, to determine who would stay and who would be dismissed. The attorneys asked each of us a host of questions, many related to our religious opinions and views and our political views.

One question asked for each of us to answer publically was the question: What do you believe about capital punishment? I will never forget the response one retired Texas rancher gave. He stood up for his answer and he said, “Well, if they are guilty of murder, we ought to take them out back and string them up on the nearest tree.” We thought he might be finished, but he continued with increasing fervor, “If they are guilty of stealing, you take them out back and chop off their hands.” The judge was nonplussed by this response and he asked this Texas rancher if he could, perhaps, be a little clearer as to his opinion on the matter! 

While I sympathize with this man’s zeal for justice, I wondered if he would demand justice so vigorously if his grandson had been caught stealing some cd’s from WalMart. We tend to demand justice until justice knocks on our door and then we ask for mercy. Few people who get pulled over for speeding demand the police officer administer justice. Most hope the police officer will be lenient and merciful that day. Justice is painful when we are on the receiving end of its sharp point.
What is true about man’s imperfect justice is infinitely true about God’s perfect justice. In our natural mind, we often think we do not need God’s mercy. We believe we are the kind of people who would come underneath such strict and harsh judgment and punishment for sin. We believe we will fare well when we stand before God in our own righteousness, but if we really understood God’s perfect righteousness, His perfect justice, we would have a posture longing for mercy. We would despair of ever standing before God in our own merit with our own good works. 
Today we open to the text in our study where we learn God is the Righteous Judge who executes justice perfectly, without partiality, upon all unrighteousness. We learn we are right to fear God, to fear His just wrath, yet, increasing numbers turn a deaf ear to God’s clear pronouncement about His person and about His future Judgment. Romans 2 is written for religious and moral people who feel themselves superior to the worldly sinner. Romans 1 addressed the worldly sinner and Romans 2 will address the moralist, the religious person. It is written to the churchgoer who lives very ethically in comparison to most people of the world. It is written to the person who helps out at the local rescue mission, who teaches Sunday school, who gives generously to charity, who makes an effort to abide by the rules. It is written to people who believe God will grade them “on the curve,” and He will judge them how they compare to others in this world. 

Do we consider our self to be a “good person”? If so, this chapter is written for each of us in mind. Romans 2 confronts us boldly and plainly that the doctrine that every person is guilty before God and will be justly judged as guilty. The language of God’s just response to our sin rings throughout the first sixteen verses of our text,

2 We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who practice such things. 3 Do you suppose, O 
man—you who judge those who practice such things and yet do them yourself—that you will escape the 
judgment of God?...5b you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath…

6 He will render to each one according to his works…8b there will be wrath and fury. 9a There will be 
tribulation and distress…11 For God shows no partiality.

12 For all who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law, and all who have sinned under the 
law will be judged by the law…16b God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.

Can we capture the theme Paul is addressing? How sloppily would we have to read our Bibles to believe the New Testament does not speak clearly about the wrathful Judgment of God. This is the New Testament God. It is not the Old Testament God, as though there was a difference. There is not. But, this is the New Testament and we would have to read our Bible very sloppily that the God of the New Testament is not a God of wrath and a God of judgment.

Some may read this passage and ask this question: Why would God include such an awful chapter in His Good Book? Many look at God’s offer of salvation in the Gospel and think to themselves, “That is really nice, but I do not need the Gospel in my life. I am okay as I am. I am a good person. I do not need to be ‘saved’ because I am really not at risk.” This passage is written for those who believe they are already okay with God and God is okay with them. If a person does not realize the depth of their own sin problem, they will discard the Gospel as irrelevant to their life. That is why this chapter is written; it is written to help us. It is not a harsh chapter. It is not a chapter written to condemn us, but it is a chapter written for God’s mercy sake, to extend His mercy to each of us. 

God reveals His wrath to us, in this passage, so that we will not be led into wrath but that we will be led out of it and so that we will embrace the mercy offered through His Son Jesus. God gives us this chapter for our present and future happiness and joy. 
Paul shares his theme for this letter in Romans 1,


16a For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes…

The whole letter is a detailed explanation of the Gospel that possesses power from God to bring salvation, deliverance, and hope to everyone who would believe. We need to note, for most of the first three chapters of this letter that is committed to explaining the Good News, the first three chapters are steeped in the language of wrath and of judgment. The Apostle Paul focuses upon the theme of God’s perfect righteousness and His perfect justice as an expression of the Gospel. The truth of God’s wrath is central to the Gospel; it is not superficial to it. If we do not believe in God’s wrath, we need to understand we do not believe in the Gospel because this message of God’s righteous judgment, His right response to sin, His wrath, is integral to the Gospel. If we remove this teaching we remove the kernel, the life, of the Gospel itself. If we do not proclaim God’s judgment to others, we need to understand we are not proclaiming the Gospel.
If we are a people who say, “I want to proclaim the Gospel to my friends,” we need to understand we must to proclaim His righteousness and we must proclaim His wrath and we must proclaim His Future Judgment. We are so very affected by the world and its doctrines. We tend to be embarrassed about this subject as though it is something to shrink from. We are willing to talk with others about the love and the mercy of God, but we shrink from God’s righteousness and judgment as though it is a blemish that needs to be covered up with makeup, that can be neglected yet still maintain the Gospel. 

God’s judgment and His righteousness are not imperfections of God. God’s judgment and His righteousness are perfections that motivate His people to worship Him. It is a wonderful thing. It is right for us to take time to dwell upon this great subject, even though it creates great discomfort in our soul,


3 Do you suppose, O man—you who judge those who practice such things and yet do them yourself—that you 
will escape the judgment of God? 4 Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and 
patience, not knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?
A failure to dwell upon God’s righteousness leads us to presumption and presumption leads us to disaster in our life, in our family, and in our church. 

We will consider four qualities of God’s judgment that are explained in our text. The first quality of God’s judgment is that God’s judgment is future,

5 But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath 
when God's righteous judgment will be revealed.
There is a future day coming when God settles accounts with sinful man. On that day His righteous judgment will be revealed in all of its fullness. Right now, this terrible judgment of that day of wrath remains hidden, unseen, and unexperienced. We see glimpses of God’s righteousness, glimpses of God’s right response to sin in this present world, but not in its fullness and not in its finality. We do not presently see the fullness of God’s wrath nor do we experience it, for God’s patience, His forbearance, and His kindness is restraining His righteous response. They are restraining it all the way until there is this future day. The present kindness of God in delaying judgment is meant to lead us to repentance and it is meant to give to us a window so that we would humble our self before God, confess our sin, and embrace His offer of forgiveness through His Son Jesus. 

Yet, many respond to the future nature of God’s judgment by mocking and reviling God as though God is not serious or God is not real at all. They believe because God’s judgment is not right now present that it must be some make believe fiction and that God Himself is some a figment of some fairy tale, a manmade dream to control people from having fun in life. Thus, God is openly mocked.
Yet, God places His fingerprints all over this world to any eye who would see them and so that we would know He exists and that we would know He is righteous and that we would know He will hold us accountable for the way we live our life. He communicates clearly through His Son and through His Word that there is a specific day of reckoning yet in the future that is coming and it is a certain day. He gives to us a title to that future day,

5b …the day of wrath…

Like two bookends of our text, we find the “day of wrath” also spoken of,


16 on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.

Here we discover this judgment is made by Jesus Himself. It is a day of wrath, and yet Jesus is right in the center of it. Many have created a false image of Jesus and they worship a Jesus who is not the Jesus who is true, the Jesus who is the Lord of lords and the King of kings,
 or the Jesus who would reveal Himself to us. They have weakened Jesus to be nothing more than a nice, syrupy do-gooder. Note, God the Father gives the responsibility to and the power and authority to judge men on that future day to Jesus. This truth about this future day of wrath is central to the Gospel of Jesus. 

When Paul is preaching the Gospel to the people of Athens, on Mars Hill, he proclaimed the same truth,


Acts 17:30 “The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 
31 because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has 
appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”
The Apostle Paul is emphasizing this Day of Judgment that is yet future, in which Jesus Himself is center in the judging, is central to the Gospel message and it is central to the command for all of us to repent,


5 But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath…
The term “hard” is from a Greek word, skleros. From this word, we get the English word sclerosis. Sclerosis is a medical term meaning “hardness”. Someone diagnosed with arterial sclerosis has a hardening of the arteries. Arteries do not harden overnight; it is over a process and over a time. Paul is not talking about a hardening of the physical heart but a hardening of the spiritual heart. The spiritual heart, as it interacts with God daily and with God’s righteousness and with His Law and His Commandments, when a person resists God's Law, instead of submitting to it, they have a hardening and they become more and more impenitent. All that is happening is they are storing up wrath for a day of wrath when that disease finally takes their life and they experience the second death.
 
Do we know, or do we understand, reading the Bible can be harmful to our spiritual health? It can. The cause of hardening is a exposure to the truth of God’s revelation about Himself and about His will with no personal application. Some of the most spiritually, unhealthy people in this world are those who read their Bible faithfully everyday. But, instead of reading the Bible and submitting to it and recognizing their own sin and pursuing God’s righteousness in their life, they read the Bible, set it aside, affirm it, but they believe there is no application to their soul. If the Word of God does not pierce our soul when we read it and it brings us to our knees in repentance over our own sin, a hardening of our heart is developing inside each of us. 

What is our experience when we read Scripture? Is our experience that we stand, after reading Scripture, and we are challenged to live a different way. Are we challenged to turn from specific sins and to turn toward Christ in obedience. If that is not the frequent application and the frequent response to Scripture, then it likely we are underneath the very description discussed. 
God teaches us that we put more and more evidence in our file when we are impenitent, that is to say when we are not living a life of repentance. We are building a bigger and bigger case against our self on that future day which stacks more and more painful punishment for us to receive. This is all the sadder when we realize God has made a way for us to avoid disaster on that day. God’s judgment is future. It does not mean it will not arrive or that it is not certain.

The second aspect of God’s judgment is: God’s judgment is according to works,


6 He will render to each one according to his works… 
In this, Paul is simply following the Old Testament and specifically Jesus’ teaching. In Matthew 16, Jesus says to us,

26  “For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in 
return for his soul? 27 For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then 
he will repay each person according to what he has done.”

Jesus is talking about a future Day of Judgment. Forfeiting the soul will be on that future day. What does it profit us, all of our rewards in this life, that on that future day we loose everything? God does not judge us on our good intentions, but He judges us on our outcomes. God will not ask, on that future day, “How did you intend to live your life?” That is not the question. The question will be, “How did you live your life?” Paul is correcting those who believe simply because they heard God's Law and affirmed it and they had an intention to follow it, the Day of Judgment will go well for them. Paul is telling them, “No! God’s judgment is always on the basis of our deeds and on what we did and did not do.” 

Paul and Jesus teach each one of us will stand before God and be judged upon the basis of our works. Whatever wrath we receive that day will be well deserved. No one is judged by God who does not merit judgment because it is all merited,


7 to those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; 
8 but for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath 
and fury.
For those who are a part of an evangelical church and who have understood the Gospel, the question right away asked is: Does this mean Paul is teaching on the basis of our works? 

If anyone could keep the Law, then we could be saved by the Law, but no one keeps the Law, no one except Jesus Christ. The Law condemns us rather than it saves us. The subject Paul is writing about, in Romans 2, is not the subject of salvation, but it is the subject of judgment and this is important for us to remember. In reference to judgment, it will always be on the basis of works. Paul will get to the idea of salvation and he will say very clearly, although the letter to the Roman church, that we will be saved on the basis of God’s grace through faith.

Ephesians 2 is one of the clearest statements about this truth which is important for each of us to latch onto so we can understand Romans 2 and not be confused by it,


8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a 
result of works, so that no one may boast.
It is not through the Saw that we are saved and rescued. Romans 2 is talking not about salvation, but it is talking about God’s judgment and His judgment is according to our works. Salvation is according to God’s grace through our faith.

We jump forward to Romans 3, and here we find the Apostle Paul, after declaring how the judgment is going to go in Chapter 2, indicating for us who meets the qualifications of reward in themselves, through their own efforts to obey the Law,

10 as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; 11 no one understands; no one seeks for God. 12 All have 
turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.”

God’s evaluation of our life is different from ours. We would likely say that some people in this world do good. Is that true of any one of us? If I were to ask, “Do you believe anyone in this world does good?”, it is likely one would say, “Yes, I think so.” God determines what is good and what is evil according to His standards. He is the Judge. He does not ask for references on that last day, “What do other people think about you?” God’s evaluation of every person who has walked the face of the earth, save Jesus Christ, is there is not one person who is righteous and not one person who has done good.

There is a false notion that holds onto the hope that our good works, on that future Day of Judgment, will out weigh our sin and if we can just keep the scale in the right balance, enough good works to outweigh our sin, then that day will go well. That is false hope. Even human courts do not recognize that good works do not outweigh crimes. No murderer is acquitted of murder simply because he mowed the neighbor’s lawn regularly and faithfully. 

Romans 3 places each of us squarely in Romans 2:8 as people who are self-seeking and who do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness. If it is true no one does good, who are the people in Verse 7 of our text,


7 to those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality…

That is a great questions and I am so glad you have asked me that question. You ask such good questions on Sunday morning! 

First, we need to consider what these qualities mean. We often miss the meaning of these qualities because we are too earthbound in our own pursuits and ambitions. In Verse 7, it does not sound very humble to “seek for glory”. Who are these who are seeking for glory? Such a person who seeks for glory is not a person who is seeking for glory in this world. They are not hungering for the next promotion, for the next pay raise, for the next plaque on the wall. This person is seeking for the glory of God in their life. They are desiring the glory that comes from being conformed in the image of God, the kind of glory that exalts God. 

This person is also said to be seeking “for honor”, but they are not seeking for the honor of man. Such a one is not seeking to have honor in their self, but they are seeking honor from God. They are simply longing to hear that great statement, on that future day, “Well done good and faithful servant.”
 They are seeking the honor of the smile of God upon their life.
The person who seeks after immortality recognizes this world is not home so they are not seeking for a claim in this world that is passing away, but they are setting their hope in God in Heaven and they set their affections on things that are above and not on things in this earth. They are seeking, first, God's Kingdom and God’s righteousness. 

We need to note, Paul does not say God gives eternal life to those who earn their salvation by their good deeds. He is simply describing the kind of person who is rewarded on that day. So, it is who is rewarded – those who are seeking God’s glory – the honor that comes from God, and the pleasure of God, and immortality, a place in Heaven where God is so that they can worship Him forever. That is the kind of person who will actually experience a great blessing on that future day.
How does a person get to be like this? Paul’s answer is very clear: Not by works of the Law! No one ever gets to be a Romans 2:7 kind of person by making an effort to obey the Law. It is out of reach. The way a person becomes a Romans 2:7 kind of person is by believing in the Gospel, by repenting of sin, and embracing Jesus Christ who can offer us His life so that we are new creatures in Him and old things pass away and everything becomes new.
 
Paul is telling us why this transformation takes place. It is from a person who is self-seeking, Verse 8, to a person who is God-seeking, Verse 7. How does that transformation take place? We must be in Christ and then we become a new creation. Old things, self-seeking ways, pass away; everything becomes new and all of this is from God. It is not from us or through our own efforts. This is who through Christ reconciled us to Himself. God changes us from the inside out. 

Verse 8 describes what all of us were like before God made us new. We were self-seeking. We did not obey the truth. We obeyed unrighteousness. The only anticipation we would have on that future day is for wrath and fury. 

We naturally turn to our own way instead of God’s way. We become self-seeking rather than God-seeking. All of us, like sheep, have gone astray and all of us have turned to our own way. 
The other day I was eating at a Chinese restaurant. I opened my fortune cookie because that is where I get my doctrine. It said: Honor yourself and others will honor you to. That really is the path marked to Hell. Yet, that is where we are living. These fortune cookies often say what the modern philosophy of man is: Honor yourself; seek after yourself, no one else will seek after your own good. Romans 2:8 tells us that is the path marked for Hell. 

Jesus tells us to, first, seek after the Kingdom of God and His righteousness and all things will be added.
 

Notice what the end of life is for these two groups of people. God is dividing all of humanity into these two groups. For one group it goes amazingly well for them on that future day. For the other group it goes amazingly and unbelievably poorly on that future Day of Judgment, and there is no in-between,


9 There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek, 
10 but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and also the Greek.
Verse 9 talks of the self-seeking individual who is going their own way. Verse 10 talks about everyone who has been changed by the God through the Gospel. This is true whether one has the Law or does not have the Law, whether they are religious or irreligious. If one believes in Jesus Christ, God changes that person and it is an amazing day of blessing. 
Which group are we in? What do we have to do to be in the first group, the group who does evil? Simply live a natural life according to one’s own natural desires and neglect the Gospel. In order to be in the other group in which there is glory and honor and immortality, one must listen to the gospel and become convinced of the Gospel and embrace Jesus Christ as Savior.

The third quality of God’s judgment is: God’s judgment is impartial,


11 For God shows no partiality.
His is infinitely kind, but He is not partial. He does not treat any of us differently because of the crowd in which we run. The moralist is described in these verses and the moralist makes the mistake to believe because they belong to this specific church and they are a part of a moral crowd that God will surely not judge them because they are a part of the “good folks”. Again, they hope God will lump them in with the good folks and grade on the curve. 

I have some friends who keep their military identification right next to their driver’s license. Do you know why they do that? They do that because if, by chance they would ever get pulled over and they pull out their wallet and they show their license right next to their military identification, they know some police officers are known to be very kind to those in the military. They are hoping that identification will give them some impartiality. It often works, as I understand. 

But, that is not the way God works. He does not open the Books on the Day of Judgment, with all of the deeds, and then see the Bethany Baptist church name tag, “Oh, this is a Bethany Baptist person. They are great folks.” That is not how it works. He is not partial. It is a temptation for each of us to think that somehow, because we are us, that we are going to be outside of His severe judgment,

12 For all who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law, and all who have sinned under the 
law will be judged by the law. 13 For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before God, but the 
doers of the law who will be justified. 14 For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the 
law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law.
Paul is talking about the Gentiles who were given the Law. Then he talks about the Jews, the moralists and the religionists, who have sinned under the Law will be judged by the Law. But, then he discusses why those who did not have the Law would perish without the Law. Then Paul goes on to say, in Verse 14, that God has given and planted in the Gentiles a conscience and they break their conscience and that is why they will be judged just as well as the Jew who has the Law and who breaks the Law. Everyone is culpable for their own sin and for their own disobedience.
The point is that each one of us needs a refuge. Each one of us needs a place of safety to where we can run to find comfort and protection in the Day of Wrath. Where can we find a safe refuge on that day? Is it in our good works? Is it through a list we can give to God and we say, “Because of this list of things I have done, I should be safe,” but He will say, “No, that provides no safety whatsoever.” In our religious actions we may have been baptized, we may have walked an aisle, we may have prayed a prayer, we may have wanted to live a godly life and we were sincere about that. There is no safety in our good intentions. 
There is only one Refuge and He is Jesus. Run to Him.

The fourth quality of God’s judgment is: God’s judgment is certain,


16 on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.

This is a fixed day and Jesus is given the authority to judge. He is given the authority to judge because He is God and He knows the secrets of man’s heart. Do we have any secrets that bring us shame? Is there anything we keep hidden, or we are trying to keep hidden, because if others knew we would be ashamed? Perhaps it is a lie kept hidden. Perhaps it is a habit concealed from family. Perhaps it is a lustful relationship or a lustful thought. Perhaps it is a hidden hatred of another person. How long will we live with our secrets? I tell each of us this, we will not live with our secret forever. There is going to be a future day when that thing kept secret is revealed. If it is kept secret up until that day, it is a horrible day for any of us. Why not bring it out into the light of God’s grace and God’s Gospel now, present it before God now, and turn from it now? It will be revealed on that day.
Some say church is not to be a place of judgment. I agree with that. Church is not to be a place of condemnation and judgment, but church is also not to be a place where unrighteousness flows freely or where secret sins are ignored. Jesus’ church is to be a place where we seek the mercy of God together by confessing our sins and embracing the Gospel.

There are four applications to the truth of God’s judgment. The first application is to fear God in reverence and awe. I have a desire to say, “God, I respect You. I know I cannot hide from You. I know what You say is true and I will respect what You say as true and I will embrace it as true.”

The second application is to repent of our sin and believe in Jesus. Only Jesus can keep any one of us safe on that future day. There is a day appointed for each one of  us. The call of the Gospel is to repent and believe.

The third application is to deepen our pursuit of practical righteousness. Christian, how do we know we have faith in the Gospel? We know we have faith in God’s Gospel, not according to our words, to a prayer we have prayed, or to a baptism we have had. How do we know we have a genuine faith in the Gospel? It is because our life has been changed. That is it! It is because each of us is living in Romans 2:7. This does not mean our life is perfectly so. This is not teaching Christian perfection, that there is no sin whatsoever, but it is saying it is characterizing our life, “I desire God’s glory. I desire His honor. I desire immortality, to live with Him forever and ever.” That is what our life should be all about. We should not love this world anymore. We should love God. 
If any of us should look at our life and say, “Frankly, I am not sure how often those thoughts occur to me. I am pretty much pursuing all the stuff in this world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the boastful pride of life. That is what my life is about.” If this is the case, then that person has no evidence they are truly a Christian and it will not go well on that day. The evidence we have, and it is not the means by which we find God’s mercy, that we have found God’s mercy is a changed life. That is why we pursue, all the more diligently, this practical righteousness the Gospel brings to us.

The fourth application is to boldly proclaim the Gospel. It is right for us to first think of our self standing before God so that we can get our life in line with Him, so that we can find His mercy for our self. But, when we find God’s mercy it is right, also, for us to think of our family and friends. They, too, are going to stand before God. That should motivate us to not be quiet about this future day,


10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for 
what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 11a Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade 
others.
Would it not be awful to have our brother or sister, our co-worker or our neighbor to stand before God on that future day and we never, ever told them that was going to happen and then they look at us and ask, “Why didn’t you tell me?” Knowing the fear of the Lord, knowing that God is righteous and just, knowing there is a future day, a Day of Wrath, we persuade people with the Gospel. The truth of God’s wrath is central to the Gospel. If we do not believe in God’s wrath and if we do not believe in the Gospel and if we do not proclaim God’s judgment to others, we do not proclaim the Gospel.
Let me close with an encouraging story. This is what I desire for my life. This is a story about D.L. Moody, an amazing evangelist who was so faithful to boldly proclaim the Gospel. Because of this, he understood that people will stand before God. He was a shoe salesman who became an evangelist. If any of us do not believe God can use each of us in a powerful way to share the Gospel, He can. 

D.L. Moody walked up to a man on a street in Chicago, his hometown, something he was used to doing in his life, and engaged the man in a casual conversation. Then D.L. Moody asked this pointed question, “Are you ready to meet God on that future day?” The man said, “That is none of your business!” D.L. Moody said, “Yes, it is my business.” The man replied, “Well, you must be D.L. Moody.” Would not we love for that to happen? We talk with a stranger and tell them they need to be ready for a future day and they tell us it is none of our business. And we tell them it is our business. And, they respond, “Well, you must be ______________,” because you are so well knows for sharing the Gospel. 

This is an awesome aspiration and it is the only hope for this world that is spiraling out of control into darkness and into evil.
� 1 Timothy 6:15


� Revelation 2:11, 20:6, 20:14, 21:8


� Psalms 14:1-3, 53:1-3, Ecclesiastics 7:20


� Matthew 25:21


� 2 Corinthians 5:17–18


� Matthew 6:33





