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We have been studying this great letter to the church in Rome. It is an explanation of the Gospel of Jesus, a Gospel that is the power of God unto salvation to everyone who believes in it. The Apostle Paul is addressing all kinds of objections and arguments that press against the need for the Gospel.

So many say, “I do not need the Gospel.” In the first three chapters of this letter, the Apostle Paul is drawing the net around all of those who believe they can swim safely outside of the Gospel. In our text of this study, we see some objections some of the religious Jews make as they hear Paul proclaim the Gospel.

God's Righteousness Upheld

 1 Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value of circumcision? 2 Much in every way. To begin 
with, the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of God. 3 What if some were unfaithful? Does their 
faithlessness nullify the faithfulness of God? 4 By no means! Let God be true though every one were a liar, as 
it is written,


“That you may be justified in your words,


    and prevail when you are judged.”


5 But if our unrighteousness serves to show the righteousness of God, what shall we say? That God is 
unrighteous to inflict wrath on us? (I speak in a human way.) 6 By no means! For then how could God judge 
the world? 7 But if through my lie God's truth abounds to his glory, why am I still being condemned as a 
sinner? 8 And why not do evil that good may come?—as some people slanderously charge us with saying. 
Their condemnation is just.
No One Is Righteous

9 What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both Jews and 
Greeks, are under sin, 10 as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one…”



The Gospel of Jesus will be under attack by the Evil One all the way to the end of the age. I realize talking about the Devil makes me appear to be a bit on the wide side, or fringe, in this world, but God tells us that He is real, a personal being, so that settles the matter. Satan hates the Gospel with a vengeance and a passion because he hates for God to receive praise from mankind. The Devil did his work among men believing he destroyed forever the connection and relationship between man and God, yet, God in the Gospel provides for reconciliation. He provides for us to have a right relationship with God even though we sin against Him.
We remember, in the beginning that Satan lusted after his glory and he attempted to displace God from His throne. In his attempt God cast this beautiful, powerful creature from Heaven. Lucifer lost his place of honor in the angelic world. Isaiah records, 


Isaiah 14:12 “How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn! How you are cut down to the ground,  
you who laid the nations low! 13 You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; above the stars of God I will 
set my throne on high; I will sit on the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the north; 14 I will ascend above  
the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.’”

After Satan’s fall, God allowed him certain liberties to work amongst us and that he is doing. From the Garden of Eden to this present day, Satan himself has crafted lies to keep us from enjoying God and being in a right relationship with Him. 

The truth of the Gospel is the truth that sets us free from our sin and tears apart the work of the Devil in our life. The Gospel of Jesus is God’s conquering assault upon Satan and the work he is doing. In 1 John 3, we read that the Devil has been sinning from the beginning,


8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The 
reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.
The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the Devil. The Gospel is that final nail in the coffin of Satan and he knows it. That is why he opposes the Gospel so strongly. Hebrews 2 tells us this,

14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that 
through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the Devil…

Since the beginning Satan lusted for the glory that belonged to God alone. When the Devil sees God receiving glory from man as a result of the saving power of God, reconciling us to God and making us worshippers of God, Satan burns with rage and jealousy. More than Satan hates us, he hates God and he hates that God would be given glory. Satan opposes the Gospel and that is what he is really after in this world; he wants to shut down the Gospel. 

The whole purpose of the Gospel-saving work is to create worshippers for the Lord. People who were once separated from Him are now connected and able to give to Him praise. The argument is the very reason why we are being saved is so that we would be worshippers unto the Lord. God is passionate for His own glory. Consider what Paul’s letter, Ephesians 1, says to us,


7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of 
his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight…11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, 
having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his 
will, 12 so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory…
Through the power of the Gospel, God transforms sinners into saints, fiends into friends, and the worthless into worshippers.  The Gospel is under siege by Satan and his lies because the Gospel advances God’s glory, glory Satan wants to have. 
How exactly does the Devil attack the Gospel? We are not ignorant of his schemes or his wiles. I can think of five areas of satanic assault upon the Gospel. It is a list that is not comprehensive, but I believe it suggests some of the ways to us to help us to understand the satanic and spiritual war everyone of us in. First, the Gospel is attacked through spiritual blindness. Satan loves to harden people’s heart so they cannot see the beauty of Christ and they cannot see God and His glory. We read, in 2 Corinthians 4,


4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the 
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
Satan is at work to keep people from seeing the Gospel and to shut them up in darkness. There is a spiritual reason why some friends and family refuse to submit to the Gospel and believe in the Gospel. It is because the god of this world has blinded them and they do not see anything in the Gospel that is attractive to them. 

Secondly, there is a satanic assault upon the Gospel through cunning deception. Satan loves to employ false teachers who woo God’s elect away from the Gospel because if he can get us away from the Gospel through deception, lies, and false doctrine then he can keep us from being worshippers giving glory to God,

1 Timothy 4:1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith by devoting 
themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons…
Some who appear to be in the church will leave God’s people and that faithful group that adheres to the Gospel, because they want to devote their self to the doctrines that were originated by demons. 

Third, there is a satanic assault upon the Gospel through sexual temptation. The lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes are incredibly useful tools in Satan’s tool shed. Satan uses these tools, this sensual temptation, to pull us away from the Gospel. Jesus taught us the pleasures of this world will choke the life of God’s seed, God's Word, from our heart so that God's Word will not produce the life that has the power to produce. The Devil has found sensual temptation to be so very effective in destroying Christian marriages, Christian leaders, and Christian ministries. Satan has made a mockery of the church’s witness through sensual temptation. Satan is so confident in this strategy in bringing sensual temptation to rob God of His glory that he used it in his attempt to keep Jesus from fulfilling His mission. Satan brought Jesus to a high hill and said,


Matthew 4:8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and 
their glory. 9 And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.”
Satan believed he could even tempt the Son of Man! That is how confident he is in his weapon. Do any of us believe Satan has confidence to bring that temptation to Jesus but not to any of us? 
Fourth, there is a satanic assault upon the Gospel through brash intimidation. Satan uses intimidation and fear to keep God’s people quiet about their faith, so the Gospel is muted and God’s glory is muted. Have any of us been fearful of sharing the Gospel with a friend or family member, knowing we are in a spiritual war? Jesus told us Satan desired to take Peter, one of the bold disciples, and sift him like wheat. That very night Jesus told Peter that Satan wanted to sift him like wheat, a servant girl approached Peter, as Peter was warming himself around a fire, and said,


Matthew 26:69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him and said, “You 
also were with Jesus the Galilean.” 70 But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not know what you 
mean.” 71 And when he went out to the entrance, another servant girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, 
“This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 72 And again he denied it with an oath: “I do not know the man.” 
73 After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you too are one of them, for your 
accent betrays you.” 74 Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know the man.”
Christian, do we say we find it difficult to be bold in sharing the Gospel? Of course, we do. We are facing a powerful enemy, an enemy who wants to rob God of His glory. If Satan can keep the Gospel from being shared in our work place, in our family, and in our neighborhood there is no opportunity for God to create worshippers because the means by which God creates worshippers out of sinners is the Gospel of Jesus.

Fifth, there a satanic assault upon the Gospel through bruising trials. Satan enjoys the suffering of God’s people. He set upon Job in the Old Testament with extreme physical and emotional pain in order to tempt Job to curse God, to keep Job from continuing in his worship. Paul called his “thorn in the flesh” a messenger of Satan to harass him.
 
Satan is involved directly in many of our pains. When we have pains, we need to understand, it is not just physical, not all of the time. Often times Satan is involved to use pain to keep us from proclaiming the Gospel, to keep us from praising God in all of our circumstances. To be sure, the Gospel of Jesus is under seize in many, many ways. In Romans 1, the Apostle Paul gives the battle cry of his letter,


16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the 
Jew first and also to the Greek.
Christian, God calls us to join this fight. I know the battle is growing more and more hostile. I believe Christians will be called to pay a greater and greater price in order to worship God than our parents did. Yet, we do not sit on the sidelines while others spill their blood for God’s glory. These are the time which try the Christian’s soul. We refuse to be summer soldiers and sunshine patriots who shrink from service to our God. In faith, we enter the fray knowing God’s glory is the very purpose of our life and that He is worthy. No sacrifice is too steep for us as we are pursuing the glory of God in our life.

How, practically, do we fight for the glory of God in this present world? We soak our self in the Gospel. We believe in the Gospel each day. We live a Gospel life and proclaim the Gospel truth. That is why this letter to the church in Rome is so vital to us. It helps us to do all of these things. 
In our text, the Apostle Paul raises to our attention specific strategies of Satan to blind people from the truth of the Gospel. In our text, Paul answers four objections of the 1st Century religious Jew to cause that person to push aside the Gospel. So many people believe, “I do not need the Gospel! I wish you would talk about something relevant,” as they go to church or Sunday school, “I wish you would talk about something relevant because I do not really need the Gospel.” Paul is dealing with readers who have that heart-attitude. In the first two chapters of this letter, Paul is drawing that net tighter. In Chapter 3, Paul specifically addresses readers who are religious Jews who are making some objections as to why the Gospel is not for them.

The message of Romans 1 through 3 is clear: everyone needs the Gospel because sin is the problem of every person. Paul prepares us to give an answer in these first eight verse of our text to those who would attempt to shoot the Gospel from the sky,

1 Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value of circumcision? 2 Much in every way. To begin 
with, the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of God.
Note the writing style Paul is using to defend the Gospel. If we do not understand the style of literature in which he is writing, we will become confused. Paul is having a conversation with a person who raises objections about what he has written in Chapter 2. It might help us to imagine that Paul is being heckled by a religious leader as this religious leader interacts with Paul’s teaching. The heckler interrupts Paul right in the middle of his teaching about God’s righteousness, about God’s wrath, about the sinfulness of man and Paul breaks away from his writing to deal with this heckler. 
Paul understands the religious objections of the religious Jew of his day because he, himself, likely made these very same objections to the Gospel before he came faith in Christ, before he was converted. At one time Paul was the heckler and that is why he understands the mindset of the unbeliever so clearly.

There are four objections to the Gospel. Each of these objections focus upon some specific concern of the 1st Century Jew, yet they have a 21st Century counterpart; these objections are relevant to us today. The first objection is that the Gospel opposes good people. In Chapters 1 and 2, we read that both the Jews and Gentiles are equally guilty before God as a result of sin and both are equally under the weight of God’s wrath,


2:1 Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing judgment on another 
you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same things. 2 We know that the judgment of 
God rightly falls on those who practice such things…9 There will be tribulation and distress for every human 
being who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek, 10 but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does 
good, the Jew first and also the Greek. 11 For God shows no partiality.12 For all who have sinned without the 
law will also perish without the law, and all who have sinned under the law will be judged by the law…28 For 
no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and physical. 29 But a Jew is one 
inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter.
Both groups of people are being shut up by the Gospel into a state of condemnation and need. The heckler is offended by the notion that religious Jews who have an outward sign of God’s Covenant need anything more, spiritually, to be right with God. A Jew who is one outwardly needs internal change to be rescued from God’s wrath, so what good is it to be a part of Israel? That is the issue.
The protester has read his Bible and he arguing from the Old Testament. In the Old Testament we find that Israel is God’s special people. This protester is thinking to himself, “Does not Scripture declare the Jewish people have some advanced standing in reference to God?” So, he is shouting out, as he is listening to Paul teach, in Chapter 2, “Time out! If God will judge the Jew for their sin, what advantage, then, is there to being a Jew? What advantage is there to being a part of God’s covenantal people?” 

Most wrong ideas about God and salvation are based upon some truth and that is the hard part about false teaching. In every false teaching there is much truth and that is the case here. In deed, God has been very clear in the Old Testament that He has chosen Israel out of all the nations to be a special people, to be His own people, and to be a treasured possession. He has given to them the special privilege of receiving His promises,


Deuteronomy 7:6 “For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen you to be a 
people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.

1 Chronicles 17:22 And you made your people Israel to be your people forever, and you, O Lord, became their God.
The Old Testament is loaded with these kinds of statements so we can understand how this heckler can say, “We the Jews! We are not in right-standing with God as a result of being Jews because that is what the Old Testament seems to be saying? Is there any advantage or privilege to being a Jew?” If the answer to that question was, “No! There is no advantage to being a Jew,” then all of the Old Testament theology has to be discarded, because God gave unconditional promises to The Nation of Israel and the whole of the Old Testament connects us to those promises. 
Is the Bible full of false promises? This is what the heckler is wrestling with. Paul’s answer is not, “No, there is no advantage to being a Jew,” but rather, Paul says, “Yes, there is much in every way.” Paul will give a complete list in Romans 9, but for now he tells of the greatest advantage the Jews have – oracles of God. What are those? They are God's Word and the revelation of Himself, particularly in reference to the Messiah. 

God personally spoke to this Nation, and not to any other nation. He showed this people who He is and what He is like and He offered them a Covenant, an open door to a relationship with Himself. Through His oracles He communicated about a Savior whom He would send, about His person, about the future, about judgment, about mercy. It is a huge benefit to receive the revelation of God. 
Paul’s response to this objection is, “Of course, there is great advantage to being a Jew.” The Jews were entrusted with God’s very Word. There can be no greater spiritual advantage than to be given the very Word of God. Without God's Word no one can receive life. Peter writes of Christians, of all people,


23 since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding 
Word of God…

Apart from the Word of God we cannot be born again and we cannot have the life of God in our soul. If any of us grew up in a home that read the Bible, we were really, really privileged. We know the way of salvation if we have heard it read, if we have listened to it, and if we understand it. We are in the stream by which God brings salvation because there is no other stream other than God's Word and God’s revelation of Himself that He brings salvation to a soul.

I am thankful to have grown up in such a home. I never had to wonder whether or not God existed. I understood, on the basis of God's Word, He existed. I never had to wonder if God loved me. I never had to wonder what promises God made to me. I learned about those promises. I never had to wonder whether or not God really spoke to man or whether or not He offered a true relationship. I knew these things from the time I could talk. There is a huge advantage to be given the Bible. 

Nevertheless, the possession of God's Word does not rescue a person from God’s righteous judgment. Only personal appropriation of the Gospel rescues us from our sin. This objector had misunderstood the Gospel. The Gospel does not teach there is no benefit to being a Jew. The Gospel simply teaches that no one is protected from God’s judgment against their own sin one the basis of external, physical connections. Each person must still make a personal faith response to the provision of God in the Gospel. 

I doubt many people at Bethany Baptist Church are making the objection: What advantage is there to a Jew as they hear the Gospel? That is probably not a part of our thinking, but there is a modern counterpart to this complaint. Many people say, “I am a good person. I grew up in a God-fearing home. I do not believe I was ever lost. I do not believe I really need to be saved because I did not have the lost problem to begin with. Surely God will not severely judge good, moral, religious people in His wrath. God will be faithful to forgive me.” 

Theologian Charles Hodge writes, “God is faithful to His promises, but He never promises to pardon the impenitently guilty.” In other words, people who are guilty, and that is all of us, who are impenitent, refuse to repent of their sin. If any of us grew up with the advantage of receiving the Word of God, I urge all of us to make full use of this advantage for the eternal benefit of the soul. Consider God's Word as a treasured gift that offers a door into the life of God as we enter, each one of us, through faith.

The second objection to the Gospel is the Gospel denies God’s faithfulness,

3 What if some were unfaithful? Does their faithlessness nullify the faithfulness of God?
The heckler acknowledges that many people of Israel live lives that do not submit to God, but God still gave His promises to these disobedient, rebellious people. Will not God be faithful to His promises even though the people have been unfaithful in their commitments to the Lord? 

The modern counterpart might be, “I have been baptized in the church. I have become a member of the church. I serve the church. I know my life is not obedient to God, but God still promises to save those who are in His church. Won’t God be faithful to the promise to forgive me even though I am unfaithful? Isn’t God unfaithful to His promise if He doesn’t grant Heaven to everyone who is in His church?” That is the modern day objection,


3b Does their faithlessness nullify the faithfulness of God? 4 By no means! Let God be true though every one 
were a liar, as it is written, “That you may be justified in your words, and prevail when you are judged.”
By no means is God unfaithful. God forbid! Never in a thousand years. God was and is and forever will be faithful to His promise. We can totally trust whatever God says to us. We cannot always trust what people say. Let every man be a liar and let God be true. We can always trust what God says.

God did promise Israel’s salvation and He did promise them a Messiah who would take away their sin and suffer for them, a Messiah who would rule on the throne of Israel. God will fulfill all of these promises to Israel. But, this objection is a major misunderstanding of the Gospel. While God’s promise to Israel, as Nation, is unconditional, the promises to bless individuals within Israel are based upon personal repentance and faith from the individual. 

God had promised this Nation these things, but if any one of us, an as individual within this Nation, are to participate and receive the blessing of those promises to the Nation, we personally must repent and believe in the Gospel. That is true of the church. God has given to His church and He says to His church, “I will redeem My church, but if anyone is to receive benefit of that promise,” which is unconditional, “they must connect to the Lord in a personal way through repentance and through faith.”
How does one become a personal recipient of the faithful promises of God? Paul will talk about this later in his letter, in Chapters 9 and 10. Paul will not say that God is faithless, 


9:6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended from Israel belong to 
Israel, 7a and not all are children of Abraham because they are his offspring…8 This means that it is not the 
children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are counted as offspring.
In modern day terms, just because we are a member of the church does not mean we are a part of the church. Just because we may be born into a Jewish family does not mean we are a part of Israel and the promises He made to Israel. This issue is: how can we become a child of promise? The answer is very clear,

10:9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one 
confesses and is saved. 11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.”

This is not a matter of God’s faithfulness, but it is a matter of our personal response to the faithful promises of God. 
I do not want to go by Verse 4 without making a remark,


4b Let God be true though every one were a liar…

Truth does not wait to tally a vote. We cannot decide and we must not decide what is moral or good or orthodox or wise or ethical based upon the majority. People are often wrong, but God is never wrong. We can take whatever God says as absolute and final truth. If every person contradicts God’s view on any one particular subject, every person is wrong and God is right. We are so prone to be influenced by our peers, by our teachers, by the media, by our textbooks, and by our world in our views of all these things, but if our view on any subject matches that of the world in which we live we do well to ask this question: Is my view shaped by God or by man? 

What will the crowd do when we do not follow them and consider everyone in the crowd must be a liar and wrong? They will become angry and undoubtedly will “take it out” on us, but it is better to be with God than to be with man and we often have to make the choice between the two.

In the last two objections, Paul kind of throws them away. While he deals seriously with the first two objections, and he will take three chapters in Romans, Chapters 9 through 11, to discuss the first two objections in greater detail, the last two are considered by Paul to be so foolish and so self-serving, he just make a statement of contradiction to them.

The third objection to the gospel is the Gospel undermines God’s justice,


5 But if our unrighteousness serves to show the righteousness of God, what shall we say? That God is 
unrighteous to inflict wrath on us? (I speak in a human way.)
Paul does not even like to write out this objection! It is so appalling to consider that God is unrighteous to inflict wrath on guilty sinners. The heckler reasons that since our unrighteousness serves as a necessary backdrop to God’s mercy and grace, how can God judge us from something that serves to bring about a good result? If it is our unrighteousness that allows God to show His mercy, which gives Him glory, how could God judge us? This is twisted and self-serving. No one would think this way unless than that of a person attempting to slide out from the weight of responsibility for their own sin. Paul continues,

6 By no means! For then how could God judge the world?
God is the judge and by that virtue, that He is the Judge of all unrighteousness, He is not unjust because He is never unjust about anything.

That application to be drawn from this is we cannot reason our way to truth, especially in reference to God’s judgment. When we think of God’s judgment, or any spiritual truth, we must understand that truth comes to us by way of God’s revelation. We will become twisted in our thinking about the Gospel if we become philosophical about the Gospel. If we begin to say, “I will reason upward to God and from my own reasoning establish what God is thinking or determine what God's Truth is all about.” We are always in danger when we do that. That is why we are told to read Scripture and read what God is saying.

The fourth objection to the Gospel is the Gospel promotes sin, and this is where it becomes really twisted,


7 But if through my lie God's truth abounds to his glory, why am I still being condemned as a sinner? 8 And 
why not do evil that good may come?—as some people slanderously charge us with saying. Their 
condemnation is just.
If we are saved by God’s grace and not by our works, here is the twisted logic – the more we sin the more grace God releases to rescue us. It is actually better to sin so that God would receive more glory for the abounding grace He is delivering to us. If that is all true, why should we be condemned by our sinning if our sinning actually glorifies God? 

Today the login lives in the reasoning: God is full of mercy. He will forgive me. 

Heinrich Heine was a famous 19th Century German poet. On his deathbed, he was asked by a priest, “Are you ready to meet God?” He replied, “Of course, God will forgive me. That is His job.” This is the idea: of course this is God’s job. He must forgive. He cannot have any other option because that is what He must do.

One day I was talking with a man who decided to live in a continuing, adulterous relationship. He knew God said it was wrong, but “it felt so right” to him. He remarked to me, “Well, God will forgive me.” Friend, the Gospel does not promise forgiveness for sins that we are consciously planning to commit. We cannot say, “I planning to commit these sins, but I will be okay because God will forgive me.” That is never a promise of the Gospel. That Gospel promises forgiveness for sins of our past that we mourn over and we sorely wish we had not committed, but to say, “God will forgive me,” as a rationalization for continuing in sin is a mockery of God’s holiness. And God is not mocked.

We cannot trivialize God’s holiness and magnify His mercy at the same time. Paul is saying the condemnation of the Jews is just and on some future day it will be shown. No good outcome can justify sinning against God. Sinful acts, attitudes, and words never promote God’s honor or His glory, but they always invite just condemnation and that condemnation is just.

In closing we consider the final verses in our text,

9 What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both Jews and 
Greeks, are under sin, 10 as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one…”


If we have been following closely, we might say, we have had the same question asked twice with two different answers,

1a Then what advantage has the Jew?...2 Much in every way.

9 What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all.
Are these contradictions? Paul answers the question in Verse 1 with reference to any privilege or any external benefit. He says there are many external benefits. The Jew received God's Word and what a privilege and what a blessing it is to be in that line, but is there any benefit in terms of God showing favoritism on the Day of Judgment? No, not at all. God will not, on the Day of Judgment, look at any person and say, “You are a Jew,” or, “You are a Baptist,” or, “You are a Catholic,” or, “You are a Methodist,” or, “You are a Presbyterian,” and say, “Because of that affiliation and because you grew up believing these things, I will show some favoritism.” 
Paul tells us there is no advantage on that Day of Judgment in relationship to our accountability before God. And then Paul concludes,


10 as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one…”

I close on that sobering note. Let that rest upon our soul because as that weight rests upon our soul the Gospel becomes alive. 

This is one of the most difficult passages in the Roman letter, but I believe it is so important for us to grab hold of what God is saying because it enriches the Gospel in our soul. But there are some awesome applications. First, we are right to anticipate spiritual conflict when we share the Gospel. The Gospel excites God’s enemies into action so let us be ready for spiritual opposition and these objections.

Second, we are right to defend the reasonableness of the Gospel. We proclaim the message, but we also interact with people who have objections. This is what Paul is doing. He is doing apologetics and saying, “Let me talk more about your objections and let me think personally with you about why you believe the Gospel is not for you,” and he does this so personally. Let us do that and not be afraid to do that with our friends and family. Of course, we do so with gentleness and humility, but nonetheless, we continue to do this part of the work of the Lord.

Third, we passionately pursue the glory of God in our life and in our ministry. Satan hates God’s glory and that is why he hates the Gospel. We must say, “I want to set my whole life for this one purpose, the purpose for which God created me, and that is to glorify God in everything. 

Fourth, we minister to others with the Gospel. We know the Gospel holds the power of God unto salvation, so we say, “I am going to take this Gospel with me when I talk with my unbelieving friends.”

Fifth, we press the Gospel deep into our life. We know the Gospel does not give us an excuse for sin, but it gives to us the power to live and what a precious power it is. 

The first question is: Do I believe the Gospel? If the answer is, “Yes, I do,” then the question is: Do I live it every moment of every day? Do I live in the power of the Gospel of God in my life?

May God help us and may God’s grace satisfy each of us for His glory.
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