Under Sin
Dr. Ritch Boerckel

September 27, 2015

Scriptural Text: Romans 3:9-20, ESV
Our text is a summary of what the Apostle Paul has been communicating and teaching from Romans 1:18 through Romans 3:9. This is a passage that is helpful to us, first, to our own soul, but also as we share the Gospel with others as it is so very clear regarding our own condition before the Lord. 

No One Is Righteous

 9 What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both Jews and 
Greeks, are under sin, 10 as it is written:

“None is righteous, no, not one;

11     no one understands;

    no one seeks for God.

12 All have turned aside; together they have become worthless;

    no one does good,

    not even one.”


13 “Their throat is an open grave;

    they use their tongues to deceive.”


“The venom of asps is under their lips.”


14     “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.”


15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood;

16     in their paths are ruin and misery,

17 and the way of peace they have not known.”


18     “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”


19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 
be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For by works of the law no human 
being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.
A young woman in our church was ecstatic with joy when her boyfriend asked her to marry him. She was ready for the new life that marriage to her fiancé would bring and she knew her new life would be quite different from the life she had lived. Her fiancé is a farmer and she grew up in the suburbs. This young lady eagerly dove into learning about life on the farm. One cold day she drove from her home in Chicago to visit her fiancé. She had grown to love spending time in the barn, especially visiting the little piglets. She would usually take care to wear her “pig clothes and boots” when she visited so as to not bring any pig home with her. 

On this day she had already changed back into her suburban clothes when she decided to go and see the piglets one more time. She took extra care as to where she stepped and she was quite confident she had avoided any missteps. It must be revealed, on that particular day, she had borrowed her mother’s very nice winter boots. When she arrived home she quietly step the boots in her mother’s closet. 

Her mother woke the next day to go to work in her office and she chose to wear those very same boots. As she got into her car, she started it to get ready to leave for work, when she noticed this horrible odor permeating throughout her entire car. He mind attempted to make sense of this and the only thought that would come to her was, “Oh, no! A homeless man must have broken into my car, slept here, and urinated all through the night.” As she drove she just could not believe that would happen to her and she was just so troubled by all of this. All the way to work she was rolling this through her mind as she continued to smell this foul odor.
She got out of her car, happy to leave the smelly car, and she walked to her office and sat down at her desk, “Oh, no! I am the homeless man!” She realized she was the culprit of this terrible smell. She texted her daughter, “Honey, did you happen to wear my boots yesterday when you went to the farm?” Today this young lady in our church is very happy in her marriage and in her life as a farmer’s wife, yet she is cautious about borrowing clothes from her mother.

I share that story because it illustrates the message of our text. Paul teaches us the source of the stench in this world relates to us. The problem of sin is universal. Most people know there is a nasty stench in this world and we know the things of this world are not the way things are supposed to be. We know children should not be starving. We know young girls should not be forced into prostitution. We know refugees should not be fleeing from their homes. We know all of these things and so much more, yet we assume someone else creates the stench of brokenness. 
For instance, liberals speak of the stench of materialism and self-righteousness and compassionless self-interest. Conservatives speak of the stench of sexual immorality and irresponsibility, of envy and of jealousy. We miss the benefitting of the Gospel if we believe only others are the problem. 

So, Paul tightens the net around our own sinfulness even more because we are all seeking to evade our own personal responsibility before the Lord and God’s own horrible evaluation of our own soul. Our text in this study is written so that we would understand our desperate need for God and for His grace. 

One day a newspaper asked readers to send in responses to the question, “What is wrong with the world today?” A renown writer, G.K. Chesterton,
 decided to write in to the newspaper and he succinctly wrote, “Dear Sirs: I am! Sincerely yours, G.K. Chesterton.” This is quite an essay, “I am. I am what is wrong with this world.” G.K. Chesterton must have read Romans 3:9-20, because that is the message of this text. The Gospel calls us to despair over our own sin before we can receive God’s grace that gives to us joy. 

Paul begins with the question: What then? He is asking the question, “What should we conclude from all he has written thus far in the first three chapters?” If we are asked to share the message of Romans and what this letter is all about, I encourage each of us to take the person back to Romans 1, because this is the message,


16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the 
Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is 
written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”

This whole letter communicates the wonderful gift of the Gospel of Jesus, a Gospel that provides us with a true righteousness, a righteousness that is not our own but one that is from God and that is granted to us through faith. In the Gospel we are offered this perfect righteousness that places us in right standing with the God of this world.

Man’s natural response pushes the Gospel away. Man naturally says, “I do not believe I need any more righteousness. I already have righteousness. I am right just as I am.” Paul explains our need for the Gospel right away,


18a For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men …
The reader says, “Okay, but that is not me.” From that point on, all the way to our text, the Apostle Paul is arguing that everyone is included in this condemnation and placement under the wrath of God. In the rest of Chapter 1, Paul shows how the pagan Gentile is accountable to God for his and her sin. In Chapter 2, Paul shows how the religious Jews are also guilty of ungodliness and unrighteousness. In Chapter 3:1-8, Paul shows that because of our guilt, both Jew and Gentile alike, our condemnation is just. In our text of this study, the Apostle Paul summarizes this great indictment against each one of us and he presses us against the wall. He communicates to us that each one of us desperately needs the Gospel of God to save us because all of us are all under sin. We are under the guilt of sin. We are under the power of sin. We need the gift of righteousness God offers in His Son if we are to ever be accepted by God, if we are to ever have a home in Heaven, if we are ever to draw near to this God who created us for Himself. Our whole purpose is wrapped up in knowing Him. We will never, ever know Him unless something transforms us and changes us and that something is the Gospel of God in Jesus Christ. 

Paul uses courtroom language to describe our situation. Imagine standing before God in the great Court Room of Heaven and He is seated on the throne as the Righteous Judge, but He is also the Prosecuting Attorney. He is going to decide what to do with each one of us. He will be the One who presents all the evidence. That is a sobering thought and a sobering experience, but that is where places each one of us because each one of us must appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ. We all must stand before God to give an account of our life. 
In this study we will look at three courtroom scenes. Scene #1 is the indictment presented: We are charged with being under sin,


9 What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both Jews and 
Greeks, are under sin, 10 as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; 11 no one understands; no one seeks 
for God. 12 All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.”
In a previous study, in Romans 3:1, Paul asked a similar question,


1 What advantage then has the Jew, or what is the profit of circumcision? 2 Much in every way!
One the one hand there is much advantage, but on the other hand there is no way the Jews are better off. He is describing, first, there is much natural advantage to being a Jew. They have the Bible, the Promises, access to hearing about the grace of God and receiving it. There is great natural advantage if the person grabs hold of it and takes advantage of that benefit. But, in reference to any favoritism God would show to guilty people in His great Court Room, there is no benefit whatsoever. Whether one is a Jew or a Gentile, each person will be judged upon the basis of what they have or have not done. Paul continues,


9 What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both Jews and 
Greeks, are under sin…

The word “charged” is a legal term that points to a person who has been indicted for a crime, Jews and Gentiles alike. In this verse we have the first usage of the word “sin” in this epistle. Paul will discuss sin using other terms up to this point, but this is the first occurrence and he will use this term over and over and over in this letter.
The term “sin” is not used very often in common conversation today. It simply means “to miss the mark” and it is a reference to actions, words, or attitudes that are off target from God’s bulls eye. God tells us, “Here is what you need to hit in order to be acceptable and sin misses that mark.” Sin fails to hit the target God has set up for our life. 

Modern man does not like to use the word sin and I believe it is because sin is always in reference to God. It is too strong a word and it reminds us we are accountable to God Himself. It points our thoughts upward toward God. It reminds us we are guilty not just of hurting other people through our actions, but we are guilty of offending our Creator. Sin is a serious, sobering word.
What is sin. In Gospel Institute classes we use Wayne Grudem’s book, Systematic Theology,
 and this is how he defines sin: “Sin is any failure to conform to the moral Law of God in act, attitude, or nature.” Perhaps a better definition is one Susanna Wesley gave her son, John Wesley,
 when he asked his mother if she could give him a definition of sin. In a letter to him, she wrote, “Take this rule: whatever weakens your reason, impairs the tenderness of your conscious, obscures your sense of God, or take off your relish of spiritual things, that thing is sin to you however innocent it may be in itself.” The charge made is every person in every place, from the beginning of Creation to the end of time, is under sin.
What does that mean? It means we are under the condemnation of sin, we are under the control of sin, we are under sin’s penalty, and we are under sin’s power. We are hopeless under sin and we are helpless under sin. All are under sin, every person born on God’s green earth and the only human exception of the universality of being under sin is Jesus Christ, the God Man. The Bible affirms that we, as men and women, still possess His image stamped upon our soul. Because we are image-bearers of God we are still responsible moral agents. That is to say, God holds us accountable. We are not like animals that do not know anything about sin, no because we have God’s image stamped upon our soul. We are able to understand God’s communication to us about His Law, about His righteousness, about obedience, and about disobedience. We are not under sin in the sense that we have no faculties to perceive God or to understand what He demands of us, but we are under sin in the sense that we always turn from Him and we always turn toward sin. We do the things God forbids and we do not do the things God commands. We love the very things God hates and we hate the very things God loves. We act upon our fleshly, selfish, self-directed affections. So, we are under sin.

We are under sin’s punishment because we willfully disobey God and we are under sin’s power because we choose to love our glory and our agenda over God’s glory. Being under sin is as though it is a slave master to us. A slave master controls our every move. This slave master does not control us in the sense of coerce us, making us to do what we do not want to do. That is not the right picture of what we should think about when we hear we are slaves to sin. Sin does not coerce us, but our affections warm to this master and we say, “We love this master and we want to do this master’s bidding.” John Piper clarifies, “We are not innocent victims of sin. We are coconspirators with sin against God.” Sin woes us. We listen to sin’s voice and we begin to crave it and love it and we give our self over to it.
Opposed to Paul’s declaration that all are under sin stands the humanistic dogma that man is basically good. Deep in our soul we do what is right. Humanism rejects the notion that we are enslaved to sin and declares we are free and self-governing. We are free to do righteous deeds and righteous acts and that is what we do. While humanism acknowledges some people do pursue evil and wickedness, they also assert the majority of people pursue that which is righteous and even the most evil amongst us have some good in their self. This doctrine is woven in classrooms, in counseling rooms, and in pulpits throughout the world.

We need to understand when Paul argues we are all under sin, he is arguing and asserting the very opposite view that is natural to us about who we are and what our problem is. The doctrine we believe about our own sinfulness determines whether the Gospel will be holy wonderful or wholly worthless. 

Paul, we have heard your indictment and the indictment from God, what evidence is presented to prove these charges that we are all under sin? 
Scene #2: The evidence provide is that our character, conversation, and conduct falls short of God’s righteous requirement. Paul begins this evidence by saying, in Verse 10, “as it is written”. The charge is the universality of sin so how do we know whether man is basically good or basically evil? How do we know? How can we tell? To what authority do we listen? 
Up to this point, Paul is mostly using reason and his observation about general revelation, but now he turns to the Ultimate Authority to prove the guilt of man in sin. If we want to learn whether or not we are guilty before God or not, we need to look at God's Word, what God has to say. Paul opens Scripture to us to stand on the final authority of God's Word and he says, “it is written, the Bible says…” 

There is a strong deluding, de-emphasis regarding God’s judgment today in many churches and one will not hear much about God’s judgment. For many, God only judges the very worst of moral failures and failings: murder, genocide, rape, torture. We can understand how God might judge them, but the Bible reveals God’s wrath is revealed against all ungodliness and all unrighteousness of every stripe. Every stripe and every sin is an infinite evil in reference to God, “it is written”. 
Paul is going to put together a magnificent string of Old Testament quotations, the longest series of quotations of the Old Testament in the New Testament. Paul rests the evidence for this indictment, this charge we are under sin, not upon his own opinion or upon his own research, but he rests the evidence of this indictment firmly and solidly upon the very Word of God; God's Word is truth. This Book is a Book that will guide us, instruct us, correct us, and lead us. It is God’s final authority.

I love Hebrew 4, and what God says about His own Book,

12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul 
and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13 And no 
creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give 
account.
What a great parallel this is to Romans 3. Paul is saying, “I am going to take the sword of the Spirit and bring it to you so that we cannot hide from the sight of God, so we are all naked and exposed before the eyes of Him to Whom we must give an account. James tells us God's Word is like a mirror
 and when we open God's Word we see the blemishes on our face. As Paul opens the Word, what is desired is not that it would be a lense through which we see other people, but it would be a mirror in which we would look upon our own self.

The question is: What does God say about me? In our character, our conversation, and in our conduct we fall short of God’s righteous requirements. First, we fall short of God’s glory in our character,


10 as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; 11 no one understands; no one seeks for God.
Consider the times this passage uses the words none, no, or not one. This indictment is pressing each one of us into the corner of our own responsibility before God; none is righteous. God’s evaluation is that no one passes His test. We get our test back and there are red marks all over it and there is a big red “F” circled at the top of the page; no one is right in God’s eyes, but we hear some say, “I know some people who are right or who live righteously.” What do we say to that protest? “When others observe by observation, I do not agree and I believe there are some righteous people.” 

God’s righteousness and man’s righteousness are as apples and rocks. They are not even like apples and oranges. These two things, God’s righteousness and man’s righteousness, cannot be compared, yet we find it difficult to distinguish between the two because when we see people feeding the homeless, building a home for a family who lost theirs in the hurricane, we look and say, “These are righteous acts. These are righteous people doing good works. Surely God is pleased.” But, again, there is a great and infinite difference between God’s righteousness and man’s righteousness. It is as though God is bartering with a whole different kind of currency. 

Perhaps some play the game of Monopoly. Imagine a person who plays it every weekend and every weekend he stores cash he wins. In the game, as he plays it, he can buy houses and railroads, pay debts, and buy hotels with that money. As one plays the game, the Monopoly money is really valuable, but after collecting all that money at the end of the game and you say, “I won!” and you take that money to the bank and tell them you wanted to make a deposit, “I have thousands of dollars with which I want to make a deposit,” and you lay that cash at the teller window. What is that teller going to do? She will look at you as though you were crazy, “This money has no value here whatsoever.” “Why not? I have purchased houses with it. I paid my electric bill. I have purchased railroads. This money had a lot of value just a few hours ago when I was home.” It is because the realm of playing the Monopoly game is different from the realm of the real world.

God says, “I created the real world. You may barter with the Monopoly of human righteousness among your selves, ‘If you do me a good favor I will do you a good favor.’ ‘If you help me put my roof on my house, I will help you with your driveway.’” 

There is a great deal of bartering power among people in this realm, in this Monopoly realm, but in the real realm where God is, God says, “All of that is absolutely worthless to Me. There is no one who is righteous. No one has any currency whatsoever so do not bring your currency to my throne and expect it to be accepted and received. No one understands. No one understand spiritual things. No one understands the depth of their sin. No one understands the infinite holiness of God. No one understands the kind of righteousness that is required.” 

Everyone believes they will be okay with God on the basis of their own good deeds. No one seeks for God. The whole tenor of man’s life is not toward God. The whole tenor of man’s life is not to ask, “What pleases God because that is what I want to do, even if it costs me.” The whole tenor of man’s life is, “What pleases me?”
Man does not naturally ask, “How can I find my joy in God?” Man naturally asks, “How can I find my joy in this world and in the things of this world?” No sinner seeks after God. Thankfully, though, God seeks after sinners. I love that about God. He is such a gracious God even though we are not righteous, even though we do not understand, even though we do not seek after Him. He, in His grace, still seeks after us. The Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which is lost, Jesus says.

Paul has been reading Psalm 14 and he has been quoting from this passage and it begins this way,


1 The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds, there is none who 
does good. 2 The Lord looks down from heaven on the children of man, to see if there are any who 
understand,  who seek after God.
We have this picture of God looking down upon the earth and He is looking over every household, every person, and every heart. As He looks down He is asking, “Is there anyone who seeks after Me?” He understands what the problem is as it relates to sin and how great His righteousness is and who He is, “Is there anyone who does good according to My standards.” He seeks and seeks and seeks and after all of that searching, He concludes, “I do not see anyone who seeks after Me. I do not see anyone who does good.”

12 All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.”
The word “turned aside” is a military term used of a soldier who is running in the wrong direction. That is God’s picture of natural man, that we all, like sheep, have turned aside and have gone astray. Each one of us is pursuing our own way. We are like the soldier running in the wrong direction, away from battle instead of toward it. We have all turned aside from God and from His worship. Together we have become worthless. That picture is very descriptive and it is used to describe something that has turned rancid like sour milk.

Several weeks ago, my wife sat in the car I normally drive and she said, “Something smells in here.” Her nose is so much better than mine. I said, “I kind of noticed something awhile ago.” I said, “I do not know what it is so let’s just get past it.” She could not get past it, “It is terrible in here. This really smells in here.” I said, “I am sure it will probably go away.” This happened for several days in a row. She began searching and she looked deep underneath a seat. I had forgotten about three weeks earlier that my mother had given me some tomatoes from a neighbor’s garden. One of them had rolled under the seat. So, my wife carefully picked it up and put it on a salad! No, not really! It was worthless and that is what Paul is saying about us. 
Our efforts to please God are worthless like the rancid tomato and it smells. It invades and it permeates the whole of life. Again, Paul invokes, “No one does good,” but the protest is, “I see many people doing good things. How can God say that?” Again, God’s definition of “good” is different from yours or my definition of good. That is why it is true, because God has a higher standard. 

Every good work from God’s perspective must have two qualities. First, it must arise out of faith in God and a love for God. Second, its goal is to always bring glory to God. We do not naturally have works that arise out of faith in God and a love for God and whose soul purpose and soul end is to bring glory to God. But, that is the only way anyone does anything good. All of our works are deficient in God’s measure and are entirely worthless. We corrupt and ruin all of our good works by our longing for our self-glory.

We also fall short of God’s righteous requirement in our conversation and in the way we talk,

13 “Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.” The venom of asps is under their lips.” 
14 “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.”
What a description of the way we use words. Think of the visuals: an open grave, their tongues deceive, the venom of asps, their mouth is full of curses and bitterness. 
If we wonder if the Bible speaks truth as to our character, we would do well to listen to the words we speak in a natural state. No one can say only words that are sweet and true and loving. Each person, in the natural state, each one of us, have used words to either gossip, deceive, boast, criticize, curse, assault, vent, or slander others. Perhaps each can say we have done all of that and are guilty of every form of verbal venom. Jesus said,


Matthew 12:34 “You brood of vipers! How can you speak good, when you are evil? For out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth speaks.”

We all fall short of God’s glory in our conversation.

The third evidence is our conduct,


15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood; 16 in their paths are ruin and misery, 17 and the way of peace they have 
not known.” 18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”
Rotten character produces rotten communication and rotten character also produces rotten conduct. God is telling each of us we are the problem and the answer is the gospel of Jesus. 

Why are we this way? Why is our character such that no one is righteous and no one does good? Why is our conversation such that the poison of snakes is on our lips? Why is our conduct such that we are swift to shed blood and the paths of ruin and misery are marking our way? The answer is we are under sin and Paul said this in his indictment, that all men, both Jews and Gentiles, are under sin.
This does not mean we are as bad as we possibly could be. That is not the argument and it is not the indictment. This does not mean man never restrains any of his sinful notions. This means man cannot do anything that merits God’s approval or makes us acceptable to Him. That is what this mean, that we are all under sin. It means every part of our whole person is corrupted by sin and is unable to live in a way that pleases God. As a result we are underneath the just punishment, or penalty, of sin. As a result we are all underneath the power of sin and its control. Paul will later acknowledge, in Romans 7,


18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh.
He will talk about this later, in Romans 8, and he will say,


7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. 
8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
The 19th Century Russian novelist, Ivan Turgenev, wrote, “I don’t know what the heart of a bad man is like, but I do know what the heart of a good man is like and it is terrible.” That is the point. We take the best person we can possibly meet on this whole planet, throughout all of history, and if we open his or her heart we will find it is terrible inside. It is full of wickedness.

Scene #3: The verdict is announced and pronounces that we are guilty as charged of breaking His Law,


19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 
be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 
There are two out comes to this courtroom in Heaven. First, every person’s mouth needs to be stopped so that we would stop trying to defend our self, stop trying to rationalize, stop trying to justify. The evidence is too clear, too conclusive, and too complete. Has the mouth been stopped yet, in reference to sin and stopped from making justifications, defenses, and rationalizations before the Lord.

Martin Lloyd-Jones
 writes, “You do not begin to be a Christian until your mouth has been shut, until it is stopped, until you are speechless before the Lord God and have nothing to say. You put your arguments, you produce all your righteousness, and then the Law speaks and it all withers away to nothing. It becomes filthy rags and dung and you have nothing to say.” That is where the Christian life begins. It is the sick who need the Physician.
Secondly, every person will be held accountable to God. There is a day of reckoning and left to our self it will be a sorrowful, painful, horrible, rotten day,


20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes 
knowledge of sin.
What is the purpose of the Law? The Law was never intended to pave the road to Heaven and that is where so many get this wrong. They do not understand. The Law of God was never given to pave for us a road to Heaven. The Law was given to show us we are lost and that we are desperate in our need for God. Do not look to the Law for salvation because we will not find it there. The Law only has the power to condemn and to show us how our life has become crooked against the true measure of God’s straight line. The work of the Good News of Jesus in the soul of a person always begins with despair. Until we come to despair we are not ready to receive the Gospel. 
The doctor comes and tells us the tumor is malignant and those are despairing words to hear, but it opens us up for a remedy and the great news about this horrible news and why the Gospel is called “Good News” is because for every person who is under sin there is a 100% cure for that malady and for that disease.

The bright rays of sunshine break through these dark and stormy clouds in Verse 21 and we will end there,


21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the 
Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For 
there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace 
as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus…

Once we understand what a sinner we are, that we are not righteous, that we do not do good, that we have become worthless and the mouth is full of poisonness snakes and our feet are swift to shed blood, yet there is no fear of God in our eyes and we are desperate. We need righteousness and it is not the kind of righteousness we can produce. But, all are declared righteous even though none are righteous.
The righteousness God accepts never comes to us through self-effort. It comes to us solely through the grace of God as we, in faith, grab onto Jesus Christ as our Savior and as our Lord to rescue us from our self.

The applications are these: first, the greatest discovery we can make is that we are the problem and the smell is coming from us. We must admit we stink and that is the truth. If we do not admit, “Yes, I am the one who is creating this odor and it is emanating from me, from my own heart, and I acknowledge that. I will not try to wash myself because I cannot. There is nothing I have that can wash me from the stench and stain.”

Second, turn to Christ for a bath. He offers redemption and He offers justification and He offers life. Salvation is found in Him.

Third, if we have turned to Christ for a bath, go to Christ for a daily washing. The sin problem remains with us and it is a part of our natural person and our flesh. We will be this way until we become glorified. We need from Christ a daily washing or it will control us also again. Paul will write about this in Chapters 6, 7, and 8. 

The question for the unbeliever, if one has not trusted in Jesus Christ yet, is: Have you recognized your desperation and the fullness and sufficient work of Jesus on your behalf? Have you embraced Jesus as your Savior? 

The second question is for us as believers: Do I spend time each day, coming before the One who spilled His blood to wash me and say, “Wash me, Christ. Wash my feet.” This is what Jesus did for Peter.
 Peter did not need the whole bath, but he needed washing or Peter would have no part with Him. 

Do we honestly take time each day to say, “Christ, Wash me,” because if we do not, in our soul we are reverting back to Romans 3:9-20. I urge each of you, beloved, to take the time to pursue sanctification without which no one will see the Lord and pursue it through Jesus because He is just and faithful to forgive us our sins if we simply confess, but we must go to Him.
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