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Scriptural Text: Romans 3:21-26, ESV
This has been called by many commentators as the single most important paragraph ever written anywhere. It is a description of the meaning of the cross and one does not want to rush through this paragraph. It is so densely packed one could spend months in this paragraph alone because it explains for us what the cross means. This study is a continuation of the previous study.

The Righteousness of God Through Faith

 21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the 
Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For 
there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace 
as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his 
blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had 
passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and 
the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

I remember reading the missionary biography, Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret,
 when I was in high school. It profoundly impacted my life in a number of ways as I read about a young man who joyfully surrendered his entire self to God and to God’s purpose for his life. One of the stories in that book was of a Chinese man named Mr. Ne. Mr. Ne was the leader of a cult who began to find the sacrifices he was making, as a result of this cult, into false gods to be meaningless. At a meeting Hudson Taylor shared John 3:16 and he expounded upon it,

16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life.”

He talked of God’s love and of sending His Son to die upon the cross so that the believer would not perish underneath God’s justice, but rather they would have eternal life. At the end of the service, Mr. Ne suddenly stood up and said, “I have long sought the Truth without finding it. I have traveled far and near but have never searched it out. In Confucianism, in Buddhism, in Taoism I have found no rest. But, I do find rest in what we have heard tonight. Henceforth, I am a believer in Jesus.” Following this conversion, Mr. Ne began to grow fervently in his faith, even leading some of his former followers to Jesus Christ. One day he asked Hudson Taylor, “How long have you have the Glad Tidings in your country?” He referred to the Good News as the “Glad Tidings”.  Hudson Taylor was ashamed as he told Mr. Ne they had received the Gospel in his country hundreds and hundreds of years ago. “What! Hundreds of years! My father sought the Truth,” Mr. Ne continued, “and he died without finding it. Oh, why? Oh, why did you not come sooner?”
Mr. Ne had come to realize every person desperately needs to be rescued from their sin or they will die in their sin and they will die without God, without hope, without life, and without Heaven. He mourned for those who had died ahead of him in his own country, his father included, who died without the Gospel. He longed the Gospel would have come sooner. He understood no one can call upon the name of the Lord and be saved by Jesus unless they hear the Gospel. Eternity is in balance. In hard anguish Mr. Ne asked the question, “Oh, why? Oh, why did you not come sooner?”

We need to let that rest upon our soul as we think about lost friends, neighbors, and relatives. Let us not hesitate, but also let us think about that as we think about our world. This reasoning reflects Paul’s mission logic in Romans 10,


13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

This is a recognition we need saving, but left unto our own self we are lost, we remain under sin, we remain under God’s condemnation, and God in mercy has sent His Son to bring salvation to everyone regardless of their past. Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved. Then Paul reasons this way,


14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of 
whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15a And how are they to 
preach unless they are sent?

This is one of the reasons for our annual mission’s conference. We so easily forget everyone is lost without the Gospel. Everyone is in desperate need. Everyone will die in their sin and forever and ever be justly condemned by God for their sin. Everyone needs rescue.

Our natural mind goes to physical needs first. We believe physical needs are paramount and we often forget about and neglect the spiritual need. The spiritual need is the most pressing. It is the kind of need that is eternal in nature. We easily forget the Good News God has given to us and then sends us out as His ambassadors. Every person who has received the Good News is an ambassador of Christ. We are given a message. We are changed by that message. We are changed by that message. We are redeemed by that message. We are saved by that message. Then, we are entrusted with the message and we are stewards of it. We need this reminder that many have not heard the Gospel and we have this great, amazing privilege, and stewardship to be messengers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

The Apostle Paul continues,


15b As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!”

I love that passage. Paul is quoting Isaiah. The good news in ancient times is most often associated with messengers who brought back word of some victory in battle. They did not have the Internet so how was someone to find whether or not their country, nation, or group won the battle or lost the battle. Everything stood in the balance as to whether someone won or lost. 

Isaiah is referencing the good news a messenger might bring about Israel’s deliverance from Assyria, the empire by which Israel was dominated. In this picture, why are the feet of those who bring good news so beautiful. Think of that. The 1st Century messengers ran on foot and they wore sandals. They ran on dusty roads, yet here are these feet, feet which are, undoubtedly, stinky, sweaty, and dirty. Yet, Isaiah says, “how beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news”. Why are these stinky, sweaty, and dirty feet so beautiful? It is because of the content of the message they are bringing. Regardless of how stinky, sweaty, and dirty the feet are, the message is so beautiful, so wonderful, and so joy-inducing, they consider the whole person, the whole messenger, and they are so thankful for the feet which brought the good news. Friends, if we are children of God through faith in Jesus Christ, God has sent us into the world to present Good News so that our feet would be said to be beautiful.

If our beauty is attached to the content of the message, what exactly is the message and what is this Good News? This is where we turn our Bibles to our text. I believe there is no other passage in the Bible that explains more wonderfully the beauty of the message of the Gospel and the beauty of the meaning of the cross. 

One of the reasons the church looses its passion for evangelism or its passion for missions is because she gives herself over to a very shallow and, indeed, emotional kind of understanding of the Gospel. So many in the church content their self with a sugary teaspoonful of doctrine about the cross. Because we are not willing to bite down on the meat of the meaning of the cross we loose our passion for the cross and we passion to share the message of the cross. We end up having a view of the cross that is wholly unworthy of Jesus and one that is devoid of spiritual power. We need to regain a robust and weighty view of the death of Christ. This is what Paul teaches us about. He teaches us of the depth of the riches and the wisdom and the glory of God in the cross.

Keep in mind, the Apostle Paul is writing to a church that is filled with ordinary working people. Paul is not writing a letter to post-graduate seminary students. He is not writing a letter to intellectuals. He is writing a letter to a bunch of people who are carpenters, sailors, farmers, merchants, and slaves. These are people who enjoy worshipping God because they have been changed by this Gospel, but they are ordinary people.

As we discuss this weighty and densely packed issue, we want to know that theology is not for the academics. Theology is necessary for ordinary Christians if we are to enjoy God and if we are to fulfill our created purpose. Theologically there are some long terms in these verses, terms that are really, really important for our understanding of the Gospel and for our understanding of God Himself and to our enjoyment of Him. 
Paul highlights three theological terms to help us to understand the cross more profoundly. In this study we will discuss justification, redemption, and propitiation.
First, let us consider justification: it is a term that paints the image of a courtroom with a criminal being charged with a capital crime. In this scene, we need to let our mind go to a courtroom with a prosecuting attorney, the accused, and the judge on the bench. 

Second, we will consider redemption. The term redemption is a marketplace term. It paints a picture of a slave auction with the slave being put up for sale and a wealthy man purchasing that slave out of slavery and into acceptance into the wealthy man’s own family. When we consider the term “redemption” we need to let our mind go to a slave auction. Thankfully, we do not have slave auctions today, but they did in Roman times. This is the picture being painted for us to help us to understand the cross.

Third, we will consider propitiation. This is a religious term and it is one that paints the picture of an alter with an animal having its throat cut and its blood being spilled out upon the alter, specifically upon the Ark of the Covenant and the Holy of Holies. Imagine a priest, with an animal, standing before God and the Holy of Holies with a knife in his hand and the knife cuts across the throat of the animal and the lifeblood of animal spills our. That is the picture propitiation paints. 

Each of these terms is central to our own understanding of the Gospel. If we loose one we loose the wholeness and fullness in the joy of the message. We are commanded by God to love Him with all our heart, all soul, all our strength, and all our mind.
 
Within the church of Jesus there has been a protest and a resistance against a loving of God with our mind. If we simply feel good about God, that is really what the Christian life is all about, so that when we come to church the whole point is an emotional uplift. Do not get me wrong, we are to love God with our emotions as well. God is an emotional being and we are to connect with Him in our emotions, but if it is only with our emotions, we do not love God in the way God commands us to love Him. He calls us to love Him with our mind and that is why we lock down and say, “I am going to think deeply about who God is and what God has said as He has communicated to us in His Word.”

Justification helps us to understand the cross more profoundly. The cross provides the means by which God declares believing sinners to be righteous in His sight. This is an amazing thing! The picture of the courtroom is in view and it is being painted in the first three chapters of Paul’s letter to the Roman church. Paul is showing that God is the Righteous Judge as well as the Prosecuting Attorney. He is the Judge who demands righteousness. He is the Prosecuting Attorney who shows us we are not righteous and we are all guilty of crimes against Him, disobedient to His Law, and as a result all of us are under sin,


19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 
be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For by works of the law no human 
being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.

We, as condemned criminals, have nothing to say and we have no defense attorney because there is nothing a defense attorney can say in our defense. The evidence is too sure, too complete, and too comprehensive. Our mouth is shut and stopped before the charge God has laid against us, that we are guilty, guilty, guilty. 
What is the definition of justification? Justification is an act of God’s free grace, not of man, wherein God, who is the Perfectly Just Judge declares the guilty sinner righteous. This declaration is justly made through the imputation of Christ’s righteousness made available by the way of the cross. This is an amazing transaction that takes place when a person believes in Jesus. This sinner, through faith in Jesus and Jesus’ work, receives this declaration of righteousness upon their life. 

The word “justify” is the opposite of the word “to condemn”. A judge in a courtroom may pronounce condemnation upon the accused or he may pronounce justification upon the accused. A person who is condemned is a person who is pronounced guilty of breaking the law and sentenced to the just punishment of the law. A person who is justified is pronounced not guilty and is liberated from any penalty under the law. 

This poses a problem. If we are standing before God in God’s Courtroom and we want to be pronounced not guilty and be freed from any punishment the law would press upon us if we are guilty, the problem is not one of us is righteous. All of us are guilty and God is a Just Judge. He cannot weaken sin and say, “Well, I feel merciful today so I am going to let the unrighteous, ungodly, disobedient rebel be treated as though they are not disobedient, as though they are righteous, simply because that is the way I feel about it. That is what I want to do.” God is just. He will not allow the guilty to go unpunished. 
How can we escape the punishment our sin deserves? The answer is,


23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus…

Paul is not talking about the righteous being justified. That would make sense to us. The person, the accused, in the courtroom is found actually to be righteous so, therefore, he is declared to be righteous on the basis of his righteousness. But, God has said no one is declared righteous on that basis. In His Courtroom it is always the sinners, the ungodly, who are being declared righteous and they are being declared righteous, not by a lying judge and not by a wimpy judge, but they are being declared righteous by Righteous Judge, by a Holy Judge. 

How are we judged? It is “by His grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus”. Justification is offered as a gift of God and a gift of His grace, not as a reward of our own merit. But, we need to note our justification is offered as a gift because all of our good works are as filthy rags. There is no one who does good, not even one. Even the best of our works, before God, are corrupted by our inner rebellion and we are guilty. 

We only have one successful defense against the charge of grave violations against God's Law in this Courtroom: justification by God’s grace,

5 And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as 
righteousness…

God does not justify righteous people because they are no righteous people. Every person who is justified has already been proven to being guilty of breaking the Law, as we read in Romans 1:18 through Romans 3:20. By God’s grace God offers the guilty sinners the gift of being declared righteous in reference to God and to His Law. This is amazing!

Let me point out a couple of distinctions. First, there is a great distinction between justification and forgiveness. To be forgiven of our sin is a treasured gift and it comes with the Gospel as well. But, to be justified is far more priceless. How is this so? When we say the believer is justified we are saying much more than merely that the believer has the guilt of sin removed. In justification, we not only receive the forgiveness of our sin, but we also receive a right standing before God. Not only are we cleared of the charge of being a criminal, we are also given the status of being declared by God the “most honored citizen” in His Kingdom. The guilt of sin is removed and the honor of righteousness is bestowed. 

Justification provides us with a whole new standing before God, so there is a difference between forgiveness and justification. Forgiveness is part of justification, but it is only one-half of the story. The other part of the story is that God’ is actually giving us the status of being righteous; He declares that to be our status and that is our position before Him.
It is also important to note the distinction between justification and sanctification. The Gospel of Jesus has been distorted throughout church history because people have not understood the difference between justification and sanctification. Both are found in Scripture. Both are connected intimately with one another. One cannot have justification without sanctification. They are never separated, yet they are distinct. 

Justification means we are declared righteous before God. Sanctification means we are being made righteous before God. We are sanctified through a process whereby God, in His grace, makes us more like His Son. He makes us more like His Son in our thoughts, attitudes, actions, and speech. We are justified, not through a process, but through the instantaneous action of God whereby, in His grace, God declares us to be like His Son Jesus in our thoughts, attitudes, actions, and speech. Sanctification relates to the practice of our life; justification relates to the position of our life. Both are gifts from God. Both are precious. Never is one without the other, but they are distinct. We rest our freedom from condemnation upon the justifying work of God in the cross. If we rest our freedom from condemnation on the work of sanctification we will always be saying, “Well, there is still sin there. I do not know if God will accept me and I do not know if I will come underneath His just judgment.” Sanctification is a process that is never completed in this life. It is only completed when we stand before God, see Jesus face-to-face and become like Him, but we see Him as he is. We rest our confidence, our hope, and our assurance one God’s justifying work in the cross; His declaration of righteousness upon us. 

If God is just how can He declare the guilty sinner righteous? He does not seem very just for a judge to look at a criminal and say, “You are guilty of horrible crimes, crimes worthy of the death penalty, and yet, in mercy, I am going to let you go free.” How is God just in declaring sinners, the ungodly, righteous? 

24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus…

In Christ God meets all of the requirements the Law demands in reference to the punishment of sin. He is free from the requirements of His Holy Law that reflects His own holiness to declare sinners like you and me righteous. Through Christ’s work upon the cross Jesus took our sins upon Himself so that He was treated by the Father as though He had committed the sins we have committed. The just punishment for our sin was all laid upon Him and He suffered in that way. Jesus, though, not only transferred the guilt of our sin upon Himself, but in His death He also transfers His righteousness to us so that God, then, treats us as though we have obeyed Him as perfectly as His Son obeys Him. That is why we glory in the cross. 
Paul is going to explain the Doctrine of Justification more in Romans 4. He will use Abraham as an illustration,


3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.”

What is that “it”? It is his faith in God’s provision. His faith, and not his works, was counted and considered so that he could be declared righteous because his faith was counted, transferred, from the account of the Messiah and into the account of the believer. We have a righteousness that is not our own, but we have a righteousness that comes to us through faith. What a great exchange this is. The righteousness God requires of us is the righteousness God supplies for us through Jesus. The Gospel offers to us God’s righteousness, and not a human righteousness which has no exchange value in Heaven. But, God’s own perfect righteousness is a gift through faith.


21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God.

How can a person be ready to stand before God to give an account of their life? It is through the justification that was accomplished in the cross of Jesus as we believe in it so that we are able to be declared faultless by God forever and ever. What is our response and the application?
First, we live free from the fear of condemnation. If God the Just Judge declares us to be righteous before Him then righteous we are. There is no one else who can make an argument for our unrighteousness and condemn us if God the Judge declares us righteous. We live free from the fear of condemnation if we are a believer.

Second, we constantly pursue our sanctification. Justification is not a legal fiction and it is not make believe. It is something real that takes place; it is something that begins this process. We are confident and we know our justification secures God’s power and God’s Holy Spirit in our life so that we actually can be successful in becoming like Christ.

Third, we stop trying to gain God’s approval through the merits of our works and we rest alone in the merit of Jesus. We fix our eyes upon Him because He is our Merit. We do not fix our eyes upon what we are doing or not doing.

Fourth, we live humbly before God and others. We know we would stand condemned by God were it not for Jesus’ work so we treat others with the same understanding, the understanding that we are like them and we do not think of our own self as more righteous than others. We would be condemned forever and ever, away from God’s presence. We are not more worthy of God’s reward so we are patient when we see sin in other’s lives.

Redemption helps us to understand the cross more profoundly. The cross purchases the believer out of slavery to sin and into God's Kingdom through the death of Jesus,

24b …through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus…

This word is taken from the marketplace and it specifically refers to the purchase of a slave out of bondage. Picture a slave in his or her chains and when they are redeemed the chains are loosened so that they fall off and the slave is released. 

The term “redemption” always means the slave is set free, not by someone’s kindness but by a purchase price that is paid. We have this gift of justification that comes to us through the redemption, through a price God pays so that we can by released. What is this purchase price?


Romans 3:25a whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood…


Ephesians 1:7a In him we have redemption through his blood…


1 Peter 1:18 knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with 
perishable things such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without 
blemish or spot.

Beloved, we cannot calculate the greatness of the cost to God for our redemption. We cannot begin to fathom what the cost is to our Lord. We cannot begin to measure the treasure God gave in order for our bonds to be loosed and for us to be accepted into His family. 

God the Son left His own glory in Heaven, a glory He enjoyed for all of eternity past in order to take on human flesh and to be mistreated and to be crucified. That is the price. God the Father sent His Own Son, a Son whom He loves, a Son whom He knew He would be sending into the darkness of this world to be mistreated by people, by the sinners, and to suffer underneath not just the physical consequences of that act, but more to suffer underneath His very own wrath in order to pay the price for our redemption.

Jesus, on the cross, cried out,


Matthew 27”46b “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
The truth of Jesus being our Redeemer is precious beyond words. That is why we sing of it,


I will sing of my Redeemer, 

And His wondrous love to me; 

On the cruel cross He suffered, 

From the curse to set me free. 


Sing, oh, sing of my Redeemer, 

With His blood He purchased me, 

On the cross He sealed my pardon, 

Paid the debt, and made me free.

The definition is: In redemption God paid the infinite price of the death of His own Son so that we free from sins guilt and its power and that we will be free to know Him and enjoy Him forever. What a price that is. Our salvation is a gift. It is free to us, but it is not free to God. It came at a cost that is incalculable. 

What is our response to God’s redemption? First, we live free from the slavery to sin. We do not have to be chained to sin habits anymore. We have the power to live a new life and if we are free we want to live like free men and women.
Second, we enjoy belonging entirely to God. Our life is no longer our own and we are thankful for that. It only got us into the mess when,


Isaiah 53:6a All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way…

Now we are God’s and we listen to His voice. Scripture tells us,


1 Corinthians 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have 
from God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.

We know God loves us and we never doubt that. We know He loves us because He demonstrated it with the price He paid.

Propitiation helps us to understand the cross more profoundly. The cross fully satisfies God’s righteous response to sin by afflicting Jesus with the punishment that sin deserves,

25a whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith.

J.I. Packer, in his classic work, Knowing God,
 asked this question, “Has the word ‘propitiation’ have any place in your Christianity?” That is a great question. Does the word “propitiation” have any place in our Christian faith? It must or it is not real Christian faith. The word “propitiation” is central to the atoning work of Jesus on the cross. 

Notice, in our text, we read, “God put forward”. The New American Standard Bible translation reads, “God displayed publically”. This is the work of God the Father, a work He accomplished. We did not appeased God’s wrath, but God appeased His own wrath.
Who caused Jesus to suffer and die on the cross? We immediately think of the religious leaders in Israel in Jesus’ day. We think of Pontus Pilot. We think of Herrod. We might think of Judas. Yes, all were involved, but who ultimately caused Jesus to suffer and die on the cross. Who is the first cause? I tell you, it is God Himself. It is God the Father sending His Son, putting Him forward as a propitiation. It is God the Son laying down His own life for us in cooperation with the Father and the Spirit. He established His plan and His purpose from eternity past.

In the cross God the Father’s hand is directly involved in Jesus’ suffering. Isaiah the Prophet teaches,


6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the Lord has laid on 
him the iniquity of us all…10a Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him…

That is why Jesus cried out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” It was the will of the Lord to crush Him. Pontus Pilot and the Roman soldiers could not lay the pain of stripes the Father laid upon His own Son.

This is amazing! We focus so much on the cat o’ nine tails and the nails, but that was just a small part of the pain of our Lord. The Romans soldiers did not lay upon Jesus the pain the Father laid upon Him when He sent His wrath against our sin upon His Son. He set His wrath upon His Son until His wrath was satisfied and extinguished. Jesus would say,

John 10:17 “For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 18 No one 
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to 
take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.”
Why would the Father inflict such pain and suffering upon His Son? Why would the Son willingly invite such pain and suffering upon Himself? God loves us. There is no other way to rescue us from God’s wrath than to have that wrath satisfied. He was treated by the Father as though He had committed those sins we have committed so that we would not be treated as one’s who commit those very things. The cross communicates the seriousness of our own sin and it communicates the righteousness of God and His justice.
Propitiation is a wonderful word. It takes us back into the Old Testament. Let me give this picture: It is the picture of an Old Testament priest going into the Tabernacle, into the Holy of Holies. In the Holy of Holies is the Ark of the Covenant. Inside this rectangular box overlaid with gold are two stone tablets. On those two tablets are the etchings of The Ten Commandments God gave to Moses. On top of this box, this Ark, are two angels facing one another with their wings coming forward and touching at the tips. The localized presence of presence, where God meets us, is just between those angels. 
As the priest comes into the Holy of Holies, he represents the people and all of the sins of the people. God looks at the priest and He sees the sins of the entire people. He looks down at His Law, down at The Ten Commandments He had given so clearly, and he sees them shattered, broken, and disobeyed by the people. Now there is a terrifying thing that happens in that room.

The infinitely, all-holy, all-sovereign, omnipotent God sees the people approaching, sees His Law, sees the disobedience and rebellion against Him and His justice is stirred. The priest has an animal and he slits the animal’s throat and he sprinkles the blood on the lid of that box. The lid of that box is call the Mercy Seat. It is the exact term we find in our text, in Romans 3: propitiation; it is the Mercy Seat. 

The blood is sprinkled so that, now, as the Father looks at a people who are rebellious and who are deserving of justice, He looks at the Law and He sees it being broken and being defiled and He now sees blood pouring over the Mercy Seat and His wrath is satisfied. The priest approaches and he represents the people who are now receiving mercy as a result of the satisfaction of the wrath of God as blood is spilled.

The blood of bulls and goats can never take away sin. Everyone of those sacrifices looked forward to this event of Jesus, on a Friday, being nailed to a cross and died. The sun was darkened at noon representing, again, the Father’s righteous response against all of sin so that when we approach Him the Father will see a satisfaction and not see a people in rebellion and He will invite us to draw near. 

Propitiation means that God’s right wrath against our sin is satisfied fully with the punishment for our sin in the death of Jesus on the cross. What is our response to God’s propitiation? First, we think about sin in reference to the cross. We hate the sin that caused the suffering of our Savior. It is no light thing and we do not think of it as, “Well, everyone is doing that. That is something, of course, that God will accept because a lot of Christians are involved in that.” We think of our sin in reference to the cross.

Secondly, we boast in the cross. Our boasting is not in what great people we are or what we have done. Our boasting is in the cross and that is the only reason we are not slain.

Third, we rejoice that God does not have more wrath to spend on the believer’s life. All of His wrath for our sin has been completely spent on the cross of Jesus,


Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
I want to share a diagram that I believe pulls all of this together. It is a diagram Pastor James Boyce used to illustrate the meaning of these three words,
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We begin at the bottom and see Jesus Christ at the lower left of the triangle. God the Father is at the top. The Christian is at the lower right. Those who believe in Jesus are at the far right. From Jesus Christ to the Christian there is an arrow of redemption. Jesus paid a purchase price to rescue us out of slavery so that the Christian is now free to enjoy God. 

From Jesus to the Father is the word “propitiation”. Propitiation is a transaction between the Son and the Father, the Son who suffers and endures the Father’s wrath so that the Father will be completely satisified and there will be no more reference to wrath regarding those who are in Christ Jesus. Everything has already been satisfied that needs to be satisfied.

From the Father to the Christian is “justification”. God the Father, as Judge, because the Son has offered a propitiation for us, now is just to declare the sinner as righteous. 

What a wonder is the message of the cross. How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the Good News.
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