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The Righteousness of God Through Faith

 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who 
has faith in Jesus.

27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by 
the law of faith. 28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 29 Or is God the God 
of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 30 since God is one—who will justify 
the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith. 31 Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? 
By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law.
If we were to jot down the sins in our life that most concerned God, what sins would we list? Some might jot down the sin of pornography. We know God is holy and yet we give our self over to images on a computer screen, images that disregard God’s perfect purity. Others may write down the sin of anger. We know God is so very, very patient with us and yet we respond so often with verbal or physical outbursts that hurt people who are near to us and people whom we love and people who are made in God’s image. Others may write down the sin of stealing. We take what is not ours and we justify it by considering what others may have and how much we deserve, yet we still feel the weight of guilt for our actions, that we are not acting in integrity. 
In our text we discover the good news for every sinner regardless of the number of sins committed or for the depth of sins committed. Here is the truth in our text: no sinner has sinned past God’s infinite grace, grace freely offered to us in Christ. The grace of God always provides exactly what we need in reference to our sin. Paul is teaching us the sinner is justified in God’s sight and he is declared righteous before the Lord through faith in Jesus. We have a Savior who died upon the cross to bring us into a right relationship with God and to reconcile us to God. Though all have sinned and though all have fallen short of God’s glory and of God’s standard, yet through faith the guilty sinner is declared righteous as a gift of God’s grace and that is remarkable. That is the Gospel. 

Jesus has purchased for us a redemption so that we are no longer enslaved to sin, bound to the old life, but now we are free to live as citizens in the Kingdom of Heaven. Think of the wonder that we sinners can have all of our sins erased clean from the record of our soul. From those sins we consider to be small and minor to those sins we consider to be most grievous and blessed. If we jump forward to Romans 4, we hear Paul quoting David,

7 “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; 8 blessed is the man 
against whom the Lord will not count his sin.”

Are we such blessed men? Are we the kind of person the Lord looks upon our life and He sees grievous sin, but the Lord will never, ever count that sin against us. If we are such persons, we are blessed. 

If we were to write down the sins in our life that would most grieve God, what sins or sin would we list? I believe the Bible gives us the answer to the sin that most grieves God. The sin that most grieves God is pride. Every sin finds its root in this fatal heart attitude of pride. God’s powerful Gospel exterminates pride from the heart of His own and pride finds only access into the heart of the Christian when the Christian disconnects himself or herself from the Gospel. 

The truth we are going to discover in this study is that a Gospel saturated life is a humble, dependant life. Humility and dependence are essential characteristics of a life that is Spirit-filled, Christ-exalting, and God-centered. As we study our text, our attention is focused upon three specific Gospel truths that magnify God’s grace in our salvation. These truths help us to see our own pride in the great assault upon our loving Savior, as a great assault upon the glory of our great God who has done everything for us to secure for us a home in Heaven, a right relationship with Him, and freedom.
The first truth is: God delivers sinful man from sin in such a manner that He receives all the glory for it, and He does so in such a manner so as to remove any credit to lay at the feet of man. Our salvation is completely, one hundred percent, God’s doing. It is all of grace. It is none of our working. God deserves all the credit, not merely the majority share of the credit. It is not as though He deserves 99.99% of the credit. It is that He deserves 100% of the credit. 

Paul, in his letter to the church in Ephesus states most simply and clearly,


Ephesians 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 
9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast.
It is so God will receive all the glory for our salvation. 
After teaching this Scripture text, a Sunday school teacher asked his class of boys this question: How do you expect to go to Heaven when you die? One little boy shot his hand up and the teacher called upon him. He said, “Well, teacher, I will do my part and God will do His part.” “Ugghh!”, the teacher groaned inwardly. He was concerned the little boy had missed the whole truth of the lesson he had just taught. He looked at the little boy gently and he asked, “What exactly is your part?” The little boy replied, “My part if the sinning and God’s part is the saving.” That is exactly the truth. The boy had listened well to the Sunday school lesson after all. The only contribution we make to our own salvation is our sin. That is our contribution and our only contribution. Everything else is from God
Let us review briefly what God has set before us about His Gospel in this chapter. We learned, in Romans 1, the theme of the whole letter,


16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes…

The proud, self-sufficient man reads Romans 1:16, and exclaims, “But, I do not need savings. You say the Gospel is the power of God for salvation. I believe I am already right just as I am. The Gospel must be for other folks who are in spiritual desperation.” God whole argument is to address such a person and such a response. 
From Romans 1:18 to Romans 3:20, the message God is giving to us is that everyone is in a state of spiritual desperation. Each of us needs to be rescued from God’s certain and coming wrath. Everyone is in trouble with God. In Romans 3, we read,


9 What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both Jews and 
Greeks, are under sin, 10 as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; 11 no one understands; no one seeks 
for God. 12 All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.”

All of us are under the weight and shame and guilt and condemnation of sin. No one has the mind bent toward God; all are bent away from Him, 

20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes 
knowledge of sin.

He is excluding any exceptions to these principles of the Gospel. The more we read the Bible, left to our own self and our own doing, the more we see how far we fall short of God’s standard.

Pride whispers into our ears that we are not so bad so as to merit God’s eternal condemnation. Pride asks, “What do you need to be saved from? You are not lost so you do not need to be found. You are not a great sinner so you do not need great forgiveness. You are not at war with God so you do not need to be reconciled to God. You are not enslaved to sin so you do not need to be redeemed, purchased back, by the blood of Jesus. You do not deserve God’s wrath so you do not need a substitutionary, atoning death that satisfies God’s wrath for you.” But, in each of these statements, pride declares God to be a liar. Our pride hears God’s clear statements from His Word about our soul, and our pride says, “Not true, God! I am not that bad of a person.”

Thankfully, God does not let our pride stop Him from continuing to accomplish, to bring to completion, His work of grace. While we are yet still proud as sinners, proud enemies of God, Christ Jesus died in our place as our substitute upon the cross. God describes the accomplishments of Jesus for us,


3:21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the 
Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe…
We need this righteousness in order to be accepted by God, but we could not produce it. We could not through all the great efforts we might make in order to gain a righteousness God would accept; we cannot produce it so what we could not do, God did in Jesus as Jesus took on human form and completely obeyed the Law of God for us and then He received upon Himself all the punishment the righteousness the Law required to be fulfilled. He received all of that upon Himself, so that now He is able, having procured such a righteousness for us, to offer it too us for anyone who would come to Him and receive it through faith.
Romans 3:23 continues to hammer away at our pride and exalt God in our salvation,


23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God…
Not one Jewish person and not one Gentile person has ever lived in such a way to receive a passing grade from the Lord. Not one! All of us have failed to meet the standard, the entrance requirements. Verse 24 turns the corner in a beautiful way,

24 and are justified by his grace as a gift…

Justified is such an important word. In the previous study, we discussed what the word “justified” means at length. This word appears well over one hundred times, used as a noun or in the verb form, in the New Testament. It becomes the cornerstone in the Christian faith in the Gospel. Justification means an act of God’s free grace wherein God, who is the perfectly Just Judge, declares the guilty sinner righteous. In other words, it is the opposite where God, the Righteous Judge, declares the sinner guilty. We are guilty, but what is the legal declaration? In justification, the legal declaration is, “Not guilty! In fact, righteous!” This declaration is justly made and rightly made through the imputation of Christ’s righteousness. In other words, Christ procured for us something we could not gain for our own self, and He offers it to us freely as a gift. It is made available to us by the way of the cross. 

The sinner, through faith in Jesus and His work, receives this declaration of righteousness his or her life. We are justified by His grace as a gift through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. Jesus suffered dearly and paid a horrible, horrendous, infinite price in order to win and secure our forgiveness,


25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith.
Jesus endured the Father’s wrath against our sin and satisfied God’s justice as He was separated, during those hours upon the cross, from the fellowship of the Father and He suffered a spiritual death upon the cross. Jesus greatest pains upon the cross were not physical, but they were primarily spiritual as He suffered spiritual death upon the cross for His people. God the Father bruised and crushed His Son on the cross so that God the Father would never bruise and crush us who are worthy of that punishment. 
Verse 26 tells us this was to show God’s righteousness. Because of His divine forbearance He passed over past over former sins. Justice and mercy meet and kiss at the cross. The cross is a demonstration of God’s love, but it is also a demonstration of God’s justice. It was a demonstration that He takes sin seriously and that His holiness will not be compromised and that God cannot simply wish away our sin. He cannot look at sinners and be a just God and say, “Okay, I wish they had never done that, so that is the way it is.” No, He cannot do that because our sin is a real wickedness. A real wickedness must be justly met and it is justly met on the cross of Jesus. The meaning of the cross is a profound thing. The cross demonstrates the seriousness by which God treats sin. If there were any other way, should we not suppose God would have made it that way, other than the horrible and infinite suffering of His Son during that time on the cross?

Who is the “actor” in our salvation? In Romans 3, the answer is: God is. There is no other member in the cast of this drama of salvation. It is a one-person act and that one person is God. God the Father sends God the Son to die upon the cross to rescue us from our sin. God is the One who suffers as a propitiation for sin. God is the One who pays the redemption price for our freedom. God is the One who justifies us by His grace as a gift. God does it all from the beginning to the end. 

God works in such a manner so that no one could possibly take any credit for our relationship with God and for our salvation. Jonah sums up God’s part in our salvation by saying,


Jonah 2:9b “Salvation belongs to the Lord!”

It is all of God. He receives all the glory, all the credit, all the praise for it. 

The second truth is: Man’s pride lies at the root of the ruin of our soul. This is implied though out the first three chapters of Romans but more specifically,

27a Then what becomes of our boasting?
If boasting is the root of our rebellion of God, if pride is the root of our resistance to God, what then becomes of it? The Gospel obliterates it; it is excluded. Boasting is the action of a proud heart. The Gospel excludes boasting because it strikes at the root of the tree of pride.

What is pride? We need to be careful of the definition. Pride is independence from God and a preoccupation of one’s self. It is willfulness. It is a desire to go our own way. Pride is the trusting in one’s self and the confidence in one’s own adequacy, “I am able to make a life for myself. I am able to discover myself. I am able to determine how life is best lived. I am able to discover for myself what I should believe about God, about the spiritual realm. I am independent. I am autonomous.” That is pride.

Pride is not so much a conscious defiance of God, but we often think of it that way. We could certainly conclude that, but it is not so much a conscious defiance of God as it is a willing neglect of Him. It is living as though God is not God. 

If we were to describe pride instead of defining it, we would say pride turns our heart from trusting in God and turns us toward trusting in our own way of life. Pride refuses to acknowledge our constant neediness before the Lord and we trust in our own self to make a life for our self. Pride also takes credit for God’s accomplishments. 

Pride is such a wicked sin because it moves us away, at least it seeks to, from the worship of God and it robs God of His essential glory. Pride is the foundation of all sin. If we were to cut at pride, we would lay the axe at the root of the truth. Augustine would describe pride as the beginning of all sin. He notes pride was the first sin in all Creation. He goes back to Satan’s fall from his exalted position as the first created being. Augustine points to Isaiah 14, where God describes Satan’s fall,


12 “How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn! How you are cut down to the ground, you who 
laid the nations low! 13 You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; above the stars of God I will set my 
throne on high; I will sit on the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the north; 14 I will ascend above the 
heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.’”
Pride is the first sin being described. Pride pushed Satan to desire glory and power that belonged to God alone. What did God do? God cut Satan down to the ground. God will not abide anyone who claims equality with Him. 

Pride is not only the first sin among the angelic creatures, but it also became the first sin of Adam and Eve as well. Eve was enticed by the desire to be like God, to know good from evil. She was deceived in her pride. Adam followed Eve’s lead. In pride, Adam rejected God’s rejected God’s clearly stated law, “I know what God's Law says, but I am not going to do it. In pride I believe I have a better way. In pride, Adam’s sin of pride drug all mankind into misery and ruin.

What is the greatest of sins? Scripture teaches us pride is the fountainhead of every wicked action, every worthless thought, every unloving attitude, every corrupt word that comes out of our mouth. This is why Peter wrote,


1 Peter 5:5b Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives 
grace to the humble.” 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time 
he may exalt you…

Paul, in Romans 3, demonstrates how the Gospel of Jesus destroy pride in the heart of God’s people. The Gospel confronts our pride, picks a fight with our pride, and then mops the floor with our pride. That is what Jesus does and it is only through Him that our pride is destroyed. We cannot destroy our own pride because it is too powerful. It owns us, but through the Gospel this pride that resides in our heart is excluded from the motivation of the Christian and it is excluded from the worship of the Christian and it is excluded from the work of the Christian and it is excluded from every relationship of the believer’s life. 
Pride is so much so that the term “proud christen” is a contradiction. It is an oxymoron. That is not to say there is no such thing as a proud Christian. There are sadly. Christians still do make war against pride and that is true of all of us. But, many believers are completely overtaken by pride. Yet, pride is an alien disease for the Christian. It is not natural to the new heart of the Christian; it is a part of our old life and our past. It is rooted in our past and not in our future. It is an active enemy, but it has already been defeated. That is why the Gospel is so important for us to live a Gospel-centered life everyday. We need to beware of the sin of pride.
If we say in our own heart, as we think about this study, “Well, I am glad pride is not that big of a sin in my life,” guess what? Pride always cloaks itself. Pride, by its very nature, wants to keep us from seeing it when it consumes our own heart. C.S. Lewis, perhaps, wrote more deeply and more profoundly on pride than any Christian thinker in modern times. He writes, “There is one vice of which no man in the world is free, which everyone in the world loathes when he sees it in someone else.” Don’t we hate pride when we see it in someone else? We can see pride when it is on the other team, the team we are opposed to, and they just won the game, “Those proud folks!” We can see it. We hate it. We do not like it, but we do not see it in our own self, “Hey, I was just celebrating,” when our team wins.
But, this is the issue and this is what the Gospel brings us to and this is why it slays pride at the root: except Christians ever imagine they are ever guilty of pride of themselves. C.S. Lewis continues, “I have heard people admit they are bad tempered, they cannot keep their heads about girls or drink, or even that they are cowards. I do not think I have ever heard anyone who is not a Christian accuse themselves of this vice. At the same time I have very seldom met anyone who is not a Christian who shows the slightest mercy to it in others. There is no fault which makes a man more unpopular and no fault of which we are more unconscious of in ourselves. The more we have it ourselves the more we dislike it others. The vise I am talking of is pride.”
The third truth is: God excludes any boasting by man when He justifies us through faith in Jesus. How exactly does the Gospel exclude boasting? There are three specific truths given to us.

First, God offers salvation as a free gift of grace received through faith alone in Christ,


27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by 
the law of faith. 28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.
The very foundation of our acceptance excludes pride because we come as a people poor in spirit and we recognize we have nothing to offer to God. That is the condition for us to receive God’s salvation. Our right relationship with God does not depend upon anything we have done. It wholly rests upon what God has done for us. It is our faith that reaches up and simply receives the work of God.

Notice the phrase, “apart from the works of the law.” The boast of the Gospel is not that pride is diminished by the Gospel. The boast of the Gospel is that pride is excluded and obliterated by the Gospel.

A number of years ago, one of Michael Jordan’s teammates by the name of Stacy King, after one of the games he explained he was one of the role players for the Chicago Bulls. He was asked what he thought of this particular game. He replied, “I will forever remember this night, because this is the night me and Michael Jordan combined for seventy points.” That was the night Michael Jordan scored sixty-nine points! Stacy King was speaking tongue-in-cheek, but that is exactly what pride does. It looks for the one contribution that sets itself apart. 
The truth is, regarding salvation, we do not score one point. As ridiculous as it is to brag about the one point in the face of sixty-nine points of Michael Jordan, it is even more ridiculous for us, as Christians, who have not even scored one basket, yet Jesus has scored all of them for us. Salvation is not a team effort. There is only one team member and that is God through His Son Jesus. 

How might we be tempted to boast in reference to our relationship with God? James Boice, a pastor I love to read, helps me to think about this question. He offers four possible sources of temptations to spiritually boast. The first is our good morals. Our first temptation is to look at our moral life and consider there is some merit before God in our moral life. 

The second temptation is our spiritual feelings. Perhaps there are those who have given up on morality because they recognize their life is off kilter from God’s commands, but they are still looking for a place to boast so they boast in their spiritual feelings. One fellow I was sharing the Gospel with this week tell me, “I am not religious, but I am spiritual.” He meant by that that he had spiritual feelings. I believe him when he says he is close to God. I believe those are true feelings, but it is just that those are outside the Gospel. He is trusting in those feelings and if he feels a closeness to God and if he feels as though God loves him and if he feels God accepts him, then He must because these feeling have some merit before Him. 

The third temptation is our Bible knowledge. Many trust in their understanding and in their affirmation of sound doctrine to count before God. They believe if they can interact with others on the basis of spiritual truth then they must have believed the truth. If believing they must have salvation. Then they are rather boastful in themselves about this bit of goodness God certainly sees, recognizes, and affirms. 

The fourth temptation is our faith itself. We boast we have biblical faith. Faith is the condition that connects us to God’s saving work,


28a For we hold that one is justified by faith…

But, we would be wrong to believe our faith has some inherent value to God and thus we would be right to boast about it. We would be wrong to believe, “I have such strong faith, God will accept me and God will be happy with me.” James Boice comments, “The most pernicious ground of all human boasting is faith. This is a particular danger for the evangelical. For the most part, the evangelical knows he or she is not saved by works. He has been taught that since his youth. He usually does not trust in his feelings, though he thinks rather highly of them. He is even willing to give up on extensive biblical knowledge or sound doctrine as a ground for his hope, but it is entirely different with faith. Faith is the distinguishing mark of the evangelical. Even so, though he has been taught there is no boasting in Heaven, and even though he does not even want to boast and it really pains him to do so, when pressed in his doctrine the evangelical will admit that in the final analysis the reason he is going to be in Heaven and another person is not is that he has believed in God and trusted in Jesus Christ while those who are perishing have spurned Him.” 
There is a boasting in faith and, perhaps, that is the most pernicious of all kinds of boasting. Are we saying we are not saved on the basis of faith? No, I am saying we are saved on the basis of Jesus’ work. There is a big difference in saying, “My faith has value to God, therefore this is the reason why I am in Heaven, because of my faith.” That is not the Gospel. What the Gospel declares is: Jesus has died on the cross for my sin, and that is the reason why I have hope for Heaven. I connect to Jesus’ work by reaching up and trusting in Him. My faith has no value in itself. It only connects me to the person of great value.” 
So, the great question we ask is: Have I been boasting in my faith? Do I believe my faith has some meritorious work before the Father? Is the Father going to look at my faith and say, “Wow! You are a good person of faith. Welcome.” If that is so, that is not a Gospel response. The Gospel response is: Here is Jesus offering us living water. He is offering us bread unto eternal life and we are thirsty, hungry beggars. Faith is simply an opened hand. It is not a work or something we boast in. 
Can we imagine for a moment, if we should go to a homeless shelter and there is a person feasting on a huge banquet of food and begin to brag and say, “I stood in line for this food and I reached out my hand and they filled the plate. Look at what I have done.” We would say that is kind of ridiculous. All that person did was to reach out their hand to receive what was offered freely. It is ridiculous to boast that they reached out their hand to receive it. God gave those hands and they are hungry so, of course, they will reach out when they see the provision. It is folly for us to reach up and say, “Look at my faith, God. My faith is so pure. My faith is so strong. Accept me because my faith is good.” Faith is not a work in which we boast. Boasting is excluded except in our boasting in the Lord.

Paul will say, in his letter to the church in Galatia,


16:14 But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been 
crucified to me, and I to the world.
Let us be careful as to how we think about boasting. We can define boasting in such a way so as to exclude it from our life. We do that with many sins. The Bible does not let us do that because God keeps chasing after us. Our boasting does not have to be grandiose or visibly arrogant in order to be boasting. In fact, most of us are smart enough to know how to boast rather subtly so that others do not even see it. We know others hate proud, arrogant, visible boasting, so let us be quiet about this whole thing. 
When I was a student in high school, getting my grades or exams, one question other students ask right away is, “What did you get on the test?” I decided that sounded to visible for me. I would look at my grade and usually the person asking it is the person who got a pretty good grade on the test and they wanted an opportunity to share. It is as though they are really concerned or caring. No, they want to share what they got on their test. That did not sound right to me so I was not going to ask because it sounded grandiose or boastful. I would cover it in a book or in my notes, but leave a corner just sticking out. I would let it sit on the corner of my desk. I was not going to boast because I was a pretty humble person. If someone did ask me, I would respond, “Oh, I don’t know if I should talk about it.” I would play along with them because I did not want to boast; I am humble and I did not want to boast. I knew they were curious, so I said, “Well, I got an A.” 
Boasting is in our heart and we must be careful we do not justify boasting as this grandiose and visible and extravagant kind of waving of the arms and verbose kind of boasting. No, in our boasting we are looking for God and for others to approve us on the basis of what we have done. Where is our boasting? It is excluded.

The second aspect in which our boasting is excluded is: God offers salvation equally to all people through Christ,


29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 30 since God is 
one—who will justify 
the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith.
Paul knows he is going to offend some readers. He knows this is hard, especially for some of his Jewish readers who feel as though they were in a privileged position before the Lord. Paul is saying, “You believe God is One because you recite the Shema
 everyday, ‘The Lord your God is One.’” 

“Of course we believe the Lord God is One.” 

“Okay. Good. Those who worship other gods are not really worshipping God at all, are they?” 

“No, you are exactly right.” 

“Since God is One, all who disobey Him are going to be condemned by Him. Right?” 

“Yes, that is exactly right. That is exactly what we believe.” 

“Since God is One, all who are received by Him will be received by Him on the same basis.” 

“Wait a minute. I do not know. I thought we had a special in and an easier route.” 

“No, if God is One and if God is consistent, and He is, and He is righteous and He is loving and He is 
merciful, then He is going to be consistent on the basis by which people come to Him.” 

“What is that basis?” 

“Well, whether you are a Jew or a Gentile, the basis is that you come to Him through faith in His Son Jesus.”
This message is just as offensive today, maybe for different reasons, as it was in the 1st Century. Yet, it is a part of the Gospel. Many evangelicals, for instance, would say, “I think there probably is one way for an Orthodox Jewish who follows the Old Testament to get to Heaven and there is another way for the evangelical Christian.” Is God One? If He is then a person must come on the basis of the same condition. What is that basis? It is a faith in Jesus. He is the only Savior. That is not just for the Jew and Gentile, but it is also for this pluralistic world that believes we are all climbing up this mountain and at the top of the mountain is God. We all take different trails and we all eventually get there. No, is there one God? Yes, there is one God. Does He have different ways to get to Him? No, He does not! He is received on the basis of the same principle of His grace through faith in His Son Jesus. That is Paul’s point and that is why there is no boasting. 

We are not boasting because we say we have the way to salvation and it is ours. No, it is open to everyone. Everyone is offered this path to come to God through the gracious provision of His Son. There is one Mediator between God and man and that is the man Christ Jesus.

The third aspect in which our boasting is excluded is: God upholds His own Law for us who helplessly fail to uphold it without Him,


31 Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law.
While the Gospel excludes our boasting in God's Law, it does not exclude our obedience to God's Law. The Law not has been abolished by Jesus. It is not as though Jesus looked at the Law and threw it out, it is that Jesus established and fulfilled the Law for us so that when we are found in Jesus, we hold the Law to be just as holy, just as pure, just as right, and just as lovely as Jesus did because we are in Him.

Coming to faith in Jesus joins us to Christ. What is our view of the Law then? Does it mean we can sin all the more? Is that what Jesus did? No, we are in Christ so the Law is established in God’s own people.

Do we possess Jesus as our Savior? This is the only way, not because God is exclusionary, but it is the only way because God is inclusive of all. He has made a way for everyone. There is no other possibility to take the problem of sin away from our heart. Do we truly believe in Jesus as our Savior?

Christian, have we identified where pride is at work in our life? When we do, and if we have, we must run to the Gospel and soak our self in it.
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