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We may recall from our study that the Apostle Paul has brought us to the end of our self in Chapter 1 through the first half of Chapter 3. He has made it clear that all of us are under sin and all of us are under the weight of sin’s guilt and of its power. Then Paul turns the corner and talks about this great issue: that we can be justified and declared right by God Himself who is wholly right. God does that justly through His Son Jesus in that He joins people who believe in Jesus to Jesus so that Jesus’ righteousness becomes our righteousness. 

In this study, after having said that as the chief principle of the Gospel, the Apostle Paul is going to prove that statement through Scripture. He is going to open up the Old Testament to the church he has written to in Rome. He will begin to share with them how everything he has written is in accordance with God's Word. He will use Abraham as his first example and the Apostle Paul asks this question:

Abraham Justified by Faith

 1 What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham 
was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the Scripture 
say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” 4 Now to the one who works, his 
wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 5 And to the one who does not work but believes in him who 
justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness.
Did any of us know that doing good works can actually keep us out of Heaven? This question surprises many. Good works are necessary when they follow our salvation, the salvation God obtains for us by His grace as a gift through Jesus. But, good works are deadly to our soul if we count on them to gain God’s favor, if we count on them to contribute to God’s acceptance of our life. 

Tragically, this is where most people in the world live. They live under this deception that we can contribute to some merit that saves us from our own sin, but Scripture makes it abundantly clear that our salvation is entirely a work of God’s grace from beginning and all the way to the end,


Romans 3:28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.
In another verse we have considered a number of times in this study, this is made abundantly clear as well, as God communicates to us,

Ephesians 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 
9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
God is jealous for His glory in our salvation. He wants no boasting from us.

Many of those who trust in their own obedience to merit God’s favor are people who actually verbally confess Jesus as Savior. Such a one believes Jesus does most of the work to rescue them from their sin, but they also do some of the work. God does His part and they do their part. It is a teamwork even if God’s part is the greater measure. Many believe there is some merit, whether in their obedience, in their striving, in their believing, or in their worship, which God attaches, which causes Him to embrace them. Nothing could be more contrary to the Gospel.
Irwin Lutzer recounts a fictional story of a man who came to the Pearly Gates of Heaven and was asked by Saint Peter why he should be admitted. Peter told the man he needed a hundred points in order to gain entrance. The man thought and he said, “Well, I was baptized as a baby.” Peter replied, “That’s good. That is worth five points.” “I gave a lot of money to feed the poor.” “That is worth ten points.” “I was honest in my business.” “Another five.” “I went to church every week.” “Another ten.” “Well, I tried as best as I could to obey The Ten Commandments and to treat my neighbor as I would want to be treated.” “That’s great. Another ten.” But, at this point the man became desperate. He had come to the end of his list. He calculated that all he had done in his life was worth just forty points and he needed a hundred. Sweat began to bead on his brow and he stuttered, “Well, I am trusting in God’s grace.” Peter looked at him and smiled, “This is your lucky day. God’s grace counts for sixty points.” Dr. Lutzer tells this story to show us how absurd it is to trust anything but God’s grace for salvation. It is as though God’s grace is somehow deficient and it needs our contribution. 

It is an insult to Jesus and His finished work to believe it is incomplete somehow. It is an insult to believe it needs an addition and it has a deficiency that we can overcome. The Gospel demands that we not distribute our faith between our Lord Jesus Christ and our own self, but that we distribute our faith wholly upon Jesus. 

Edward Mote
 had it right when he wrote the hymn, “My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less”,


My hope is built on nothing less


Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;


I dare not trust the sweetest frame,


But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.


On  Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;


All other ground is sinking sand.

If we are to take a single picture of our life that is the sweetest and the most holy, the best of the best of pictures, we do not trust in the sweetest frame of our life. Instead we are to lean wholly on Jesus’ name. Our good works can actually keep us out of Heaven if we trust in them to gain God’s merit.

Isaiah the Prophet is clear in this,


Isaiah 64:6a We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.
This is to say God rejects any righteousness we produce. It is unacceptable. It is stained. It is corrupted. It is polluted. We can do nothing to add to Jesus’ work, but the good news is we need to do nothing to add to Jesus’ work because it is complete in itself. 

As we continue our study, Paul continues to press this very truth home to our heart,

Romans 3:20a For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight… 24 and [we] are justified by 
his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25a whom God put forward as a propitiation 
by his blood, to be received by faith.
We begin our study with the Gospel premise. It is what we have been discussing these past studies as we have studied Chapter 3 of Romans. The Gospel premise is simply this: God declares guilty sinners righteous on the basis of His grace through faith in Jesus. Romans 4 rests upon the foundation that Paul has laid in Romans 3 regarding the Doctrine of Justification. 

Justification is the theme Paul has been teaching at the end of Chapter 3 and he continues teaching through Chapters 4 and 5. Paul point to Abraham, in our text, to prove the premise he has been explaining and setting before the church in Rome. We are right to briefly review this premise of the Gospel Paul has been making so clear to our heart,


Romans 3:24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus…
Jesus purchased our salvation at an infinite cost to Himself and He offers it to us as a free gift. Often, in our human experience, “free” does not mean free. When we read the Gospel we believe there must be some catch. In the case of the Gospel of Jesus, free indeed does mean free. This was at an infinite cost to God and it was procured for us by God, but it is offered truly free. There is nothing we can do to earn it; there is nothing we can pay to receive it. This new life in Jesus, this forgiveness of our sin and this inheritance of Heaven is all offered freely to us in Jesus.

At the end of the Book, God stamps home this truth He has been making clear all through His Book. He wants the very end to stand alone with an exclamation point as He revelation closes,


Revelation 22:17 The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one 
who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.
This is what the Holy Spirit has said and this is what the church, the Bride of Christ, has learned. All this is free and without a price!

There are two outcomes of God giving us His salvation freely. First, every person has hope to obtain this salvation. No one is shut out from it and no one is so spiritually impoverished that they cannot receive it for themselves and they cannot enjoy it. 

Some possessions are outside the realm of possibility for us so we do not even dream about them. For instance, I do not dream about owning a yacht. I do not dream about owning a Lear Jet. These are things I do not dream about because they are outside of the possibility for me. 
Many people think that salvation, the absolute acceptance of God and His home in Heaven, is outside of the realm of possibility so they do not dream about it. The Gospel brings that dream right in front of each one of us and it says, “Yes, it can be yours. It is within reach. It is not far from anyone. It simply requires we repent of our sin and believe in Jesus.” 
The second outcome to God giving us His salvation freely is: God is never our debtor. We think of God as our debtor when we are under a system of works righteousness. We think, “God, this is what I have done for You,” and we begin to list the things we believe we have done to please God, “now here is what You can do for me.” Tragically, underneath this system of works righteousness where God is the debtor, many perceive God to be unfair in His dealings with them. They believe God owes them much more than He is giving. Perhaps God owes them a better job or a better boyfriend or a better girlfriend or better health or better kids. 

The Gospel of Jesus liberates us from these dark accusations against God by revealing that God freely gives to us everything we need in Christ. We do not merit any of it, so we never get on this relationship with God when we say, “If I do this for You, will You do this for me?” No, God is a God of a generous heart; He gives freely to those who come. The Apostle Paul asks this question in Romans 3,


27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by 
the law of faith. 28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.
The law of works is not the law that pertains to the Christian and to the one who is justified. It is important that we review the definition of justification. Justification is an act of God’s free grace wherein God, who is the perfectly just Judge, declares the guilty sinner righteous. This declaration is justly made through the imputation of Christ’s righteousness. This is not a fictional righteousness. Something really happens when we connect our life to Jesus. Jesus Christ imputes, or credits, His righteousness to us and that righteousness is made available by way of the cross. The sinner through faith in Jesus and His work receives this declaration of righteousness upon their life.

The Reformers of the 16th Century keyed into this Doctrine of Justification. They established some phrases that helped them to rebuild the foundation of the Gospel that had been broken and lost. These statements are called the “Five Solas”. I want to review them because they are so important as a foundation for our life. Sola is a Latin term that means “alone”. 

Sola Scriptura means the Bible alone. Christians trust in the Bible alone in order to know God and to know His truth. We do not trust in any other source of authority in order to discover what God’s plan is for us and how we can worship Him. We do not trust some dynamic teacher, as wonderful as that person may be. We do not trust in the church as an institution regardless of how good that institution may be. We do not trust in our own emotions. We do not trust in our own culture. The Bible alone is our authority. We always look to God’s Book in order to discover what God says about Himself and His plan for us. 

Solo Gratia means grace alone. The Christian rests his soul upon God’s grace alone in order to have right standing with God. It is not God’s grace plus our obedience plus our good works plus our religious plus our good intentions plus sound doctrinal beliefs. We are saved by God’s grace alone.
Solo Fide means faith alone. Faith alone is the instrument that attaches us to God’s grace. Faith is simply resting one’s life in Jesus and in His promises. It is our connecting point to God. It is the instrument by which we reach up to God and receive all of the fulfillment of His promises in Christ. Again, we are not saved because our faith has value before God, but we are saved because Christ has value and it is the instrument that connects us to Jesus. 

Solo Christus means Christ alone. There is no other Savior. There is no other Mediator. There is no other way to satisfy God’s justice against our sin. There is no other path to the Father. There is no other risen Lord. There is no other truth. There is no other life. No one comes to the Father except through Jesus.
 Christ alone, He alone, has purchased us out of the slavery of sin and into the wonderful Kingdom of God.

Solo Deo Gloria means “to God alone be the glory”. Where is there boasting? It is excluded. God deserves all the credit for our salvation because our salvation is all His doing. God delivers sinful man from sin in such a manner that He receives all the glory for it. All boasting is excluded.

The Gospel authority: God's Word reveals the truth about God and His path to salvation. I want to consider one question found in Verse 3 as we consider the wholeness of it,


1 What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham 
was 
justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the Scripture 
say?
Paul is going to present Exhibit A as Abraham to back up his claim that we are justified by God’s grace, apart from works of the Law, through faith in Jesus. Paul asks this question right in the middle, right in the heart of his statement, “For what does the Scripture say?” What is he doing? 
He has set before them the doctrine, but now he is going back to the place in which this doctrine rests: upon the solid ground of the authority of God’s very word, “What does the Scripture say?” He knows if Scripture says something contrary to what he has been teaching, then all is lost. However, he also knows if he can root what he has been teaching them in Scripture and in the teaching of Scripture, then the ground of the Gospel is going to deepen and grow in the roots of the church in Rome.

What does Scripture say? Only if we would learn to ask this question and to ask it often and thoroughly. 

Paul does not ask the question: What do your rabbis say? Many ran to the rabbis and they trusted in the rabbis and in their teaching to tell them what to believe about God and about salvation. No, he asked, “What does Scripture say?”

He does not say, “What makes sense to you? How do you think about this? What feels right? What does the latest poll say?” Paul’s basis of authority is: What does Scripture say?

For a time it was popular for Christian teens to wear a bracelet that had “WWJD”; What Would Jesus Do? That is a fine question, but how can we know what Jesus would do? That is the bigger question. My observation is that many who ask this question concluded that Jesus would do the exact same thing they would do if they were left to themselves, “What would Jesus do? Well, I think He would do what I would do! Makes sense to me. That is the Jesus I think about.” 

“WWJD” by default becomes “WWIDTD”.
 Paul’s question in our text submits all of us to the authority of God as he speaks in Scripture. 

Paul will write this to Timothy later because he recognizes Scripture alone is the ground and the root for our authority, Sola Scriptura, and he wants to root young Pastor Timothy in this or Paul knows Timothy will be blown about by every wind of doctrine and every passing fancy of man and culture,

2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.
Paul is resting on the Bible to prove the doctrine he has been teaching is true. He does not rest on logic. He does not rest on emotion. He rests the whole of his argument on God’s unfailing and inherent Word. 
Think of all of the practical circumstances where we benefit from asking this question: What does Scripture say? A young adult may ask the question, “What kind of person should I date or marry?” That person needs to ask this question: What does Scripture say? Young couples may ask the question, “How do I raise my children in this difficult world?” What does Scripture say? A middle-age man may ask, “How do I respond to a relative who has hurt me so deeply and I feel so angry and bothered by that?” What does Scripture say? An older couple may ask, “What should we do when we retire when it suddenly comes upon us?” What does Scripture say? 

The Bible does not answer in detail every question, but it has something to say to us on almost every question. It is important for each of us to open our Bible and make sure we do not miss what God has to say as we think about everything we believe, everything we do, all of our values, all of our plans. What does Scripture say?

Paul asserts if we understand what the Bible says about this matter the argument will be closed and we will be able to come to rest on these matters and we will not be struggling inside of our self. The Bible is God’s Book and not man’s book and as such it is as true as God is true. It is as reliable as God is reliable. It is as authoritative as God is authoritative.

Paul asks two questions about his observation in Verse 3 that are important. First, we need to note that Paul treats the Bible as a person. He asks the question: What does Scripture say? He does not say, “How does Scripture read?” Why does Paul treat the Bible as a person? It is because he knows God Himself is speaking. He speaks through His Book to man in every culture and in every generation. This Book is not a book full of dead words and dead letters, but it is a living Book where God’s voice can be heard. 
Second, we need to notice that Paul uses the present tense and not the past tense of verbs. He does not ask: What has Scripture said? He says, “What does Scripture say?” It is as though it is continuing. These are old verses and he will bring up a verse from Genesis. And, he asks the question, “What does Scripture say,” as though it is still speaking, as though it is still lively, as though it is still fresh. Why does say that? He does because it is,


Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division 
of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.
John Piper wrote a brilliant piece in 2007 I want to share in this study. He shares the rapture of hearing God speak in a very specific way to him that morning. He writes, “Let me tell you about a most wonderful experience I had early Monday morning, March 19, 2007, a little after six o’clock. God actually spoke to me. There is no doubt it was God. I heard the words in my head just as clearly as when a memory of a conversation passes across the consciousness. The words were in English, but they had about them a absolute, self-authenticating ring of truth. I know beyond a shadow of a doubt God still speaks today. 

“I could not sleep for some reason. I was at Shalom House in northern Minnesota on a staff couples retreat. About fiver thirty in the morning I lay there wondering if I should get up or wait until I got sleepy again. In His mercy, God moved me out of bed. It was mostly dark but I managed to find my clothes. I got dressed and grabbed my briefcase and I slipped out of the room without waking up Noel. 

“In the main room below, it was totally quiet. No one else seemed to be up. I sat down on the couch in the corner to pray. As I prayed, suddenly it happened. God said, ‘Come and see what I have done.’ There is not the slightest doubt in my mind that these were the very words of God. In this very moment and in this very place, in the 21st Century, 2007, God was speaking to me with absolute authority and self-evidencing reality. 

“I pause to let this sink in. There was a sweetness about it. Time seemed to matter little. God was near. He had me in His sight. He had something to say to me. When God draws near, hurry ceases; time slows down. 
“If you would like to hear the very same words I heard on the couch in northern Minnesota, read Psalm 66:5-7. That is where I heard them. 

“Oh how precious is the Bible. It is the very Word of God. In it God speaks in the 21st Century. This is the very voice of God. By this voice, He speaks with absolute truth and personal force. By this voice, He reveals His all-surpassing beauty. By His voice, He reveals the deepest secrets of our heart. No voice anywhere, anytime can reach as deep or lift as high or carry as far as the voice of God we hear in the Bible. It is a great wonder that God still speaks today through the Bible with greater force, greater glory, greater assurance, greater sweetness, and greater hope than can be heard through any voice in any human soul on the planet from outside the Bible.”

It is such an important word because today, as a Word, in time among evangelical circles the people get real excited about voices from God they hear in every other place but the Bible. This is tragic, that God throughout history has worked and ordained to give to us a sure Word and we do not listen to the voice or get excited and enthused about the voice through which He speaks to us so clearly and so personally. Let us not be drawn into other sources with hearing God’s voice, not in little, well-meaning but misguided books like, ​Jesus Calling, not in our own private, extra-biblical revelations, not in our own emotional experiences we have when we gather with other believers. God's Word is amazing and it is miraculous and it is surely His voice.
John Piper continues, “The great need of our time is for people to experience the living reality of God by hearing His Word personally and transformingly in Scripture. Something is incredibly wrong when the words we hear outside Scripture are more powerful and more effecting to us than the inspired Word of God. Let us cry with the psalmist, ‘Incline my heart to your word
…Open my eyes that I might behold wonderful things out of Your Law
…Grant that the eyes of our hearts would be enlightened to know our hope and our inheritance in the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, and be filled in all the fullness of God in all Scripture.’

“Oh, God, do not let us be so deaf to your word and so unaffected with its ineffable, evidential excellency that we celebrate lesser things as more thrilling.” That is a great prayer.

The Gospel Exhibit A: Abraham was not justified by works, but by God’s grace through faith,


1 What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh?
To paraphrase that question, we would ask, “How did Abraham enter into a right relationship with God? Did he gain God’s favor by his obedience to the Law?” Those are the questions being asked in Verse 1. 
Paul begins the biblical proof of the Gospel of Grace by talking about Abraham. We can argue no person beside Jesus is more central to God’s story of redemption than is Abraham. Abraham is a titan, a giant, who, in God’s plan of redemption, is right at the very beginning. We are introduced to Abram in Genesis 12, where God calls him out of Ur to go to a land where He will show him. God promises Abram He will make from him a great Nation and this promise is fulfilled both physically as well as spiritually.

Physically, this will be through Abraham's son, Isaac, and The Nation of Israel will come to be. But, more importantly, Abraham is a spiritual father of every person who has a right relationship with God. He is there at the fountainhead. We read in Galatians 3,


29 And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise.
If any of us is in Christ, we are Abraham's offspring. Spiritually, he is the father of everyone who believes. The promise God gave to Abram is the promise that every person can receive through faith in Christ. Our text tells us,


2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God.
If Abraham was right before God through his own efforts, he would be able to boast about his friendship with God. That is the point Paul is making. Many of Paul’s day thought that was exactly true, that Abraham was justified, or declared righteous by God, because he was a righteous person. But then Paul asks this question,

3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.”
What an important verse Genesis 15 is,


6 And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.
We must understand the context of Genesis 15. God had taken Abram out on a starry night and He had him look up into the sky and He said, 


5 And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number 
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”
This is remarkable because Abram was 85 years old at that time and he and Sarai, his wife of 75, did not have any children. They were past the age of childbearing. How did Abram respond to this promise? He believed God and he believed His promise. How did Abram receive the righteousness that would allow him to stand approved by God? It was not by works, but it was by his connection to the promise of God through faith. 

God did not look down from Heaven and say, “Who on this green earth that I created is righteous enough for me to bless? Oh, there is Abram. Maybe I can do something with him.” That is not what happened. But, Abram found grace in the eyes of the Lord and He offered him a promise and Abram believed that promise and thus was connected in a right relationship with God through the promise.

Think of the promises God made to Abram. Abram was in Ur of the Chaldees. He was living a life of luxury and God came to him and said,

1 Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land 
that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so 
that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in 
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

The text then tells us that Abram went. He left his home. He left his security. He left his family. Think of that! Abram believed God would take him to a place he had never seen. Think, then, of that night later when God took him out under the starry skies and said, “Your offspring will be like the stars in the sky.” Abram believed God. Hebrews 11 tells us,


8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. 
And he went out, not knowing where he was going…10 For he was looking forward to the city that has 
foundations, whose designer and builder is God.
This is what is truly fascinating about Abraham. It is not just that Abraham generally believed God’s promises were true, but what Scripture teaches us is that Abraham believed the Gospel through the promises God gave. It is the same Gospel you and I believe. It is much clearer to us, but Abraham believed the Gospel. We read in Galatians 3,

8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to 
Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” 9 So then, those who are of faith are blessed along 
with Abraham, the man of faith.
This is the New Testament commentary. What is the Gospel all about? It is about God’s sovereign power, about our sin, and about God’s promise to overcome our sin by a substitutionary death. The wage of sin is death,
 but God, through a specific individual was going to overcome the sin problem through this person who was going to come through Abraham's line. Paul’s letter to the church in Galatia noted to them that God preached the Gospel beforehand,

3:16 Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say, “And to offsprings,” 
referring to many, but referring to one, “And to your offspring,” who is Christ. 17 This is what I mean: the law, 
which came 430 years afterward, does not annul a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to make the 
promise void. 18 For if the inheritance comes by the law, it no longer comes by promise; but God gave it to 
Abraham by a promise.
Abraham understood there would be one person who would be born in his line, who would bring about this blessing to all the nations. Abraham understood this promise he received from God was not a general kind of promise and blessing, but it was a specific promise that spiritual salvation would come through him, through a specific member of his own family who would somehow offer up a sacrifice that would cover us for sin. 

To some it may seem as though we are reading way to much into this passage. When we talk with Jesus about that, listen to what John 8 has to say. Speaking to the Pharisees, John tells them,


56 “Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.”
How did Abraham see it? He saw it by faith. He knew there would be a descendant who would come and that connects us to the next great story of Abraham's life. It is a story where God tells him to take his son, his only son, Isaac, the son Abraham loved, and offer him as a sacrifice upon Mount Mariah. How did he do that? Abraham was promised that through Isaac there would be a line that would bring about this blessing. If he is going to kill Isaac, how is Isaac, who is a young man himself and he does not have any children, going to fulfill that promise. Hebrews tells us Abraham just assumed that God would raise Isaac up if he had to kill him. That is how much he believed God, “He will raise him from the dead because God is going to fulfill His promise that through Isaac, through my son, this promise of spiritual salvation will come to be. He is in the line.” 
As they were traveling up the mountain, Isaac said,


7 And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the 
fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8a Abraham said, “God will provide for himself 
the lamb…”
I believe this is the time Jesus is talking about in John 8, when Abraham saw his day. Of course, God stayed Abraham's hand and God provided a lamb for the burnt offering and both walked with God together down the mountain. 

Abraham's faith grabbed hold of God and His Gospel and he rejoiced in the future sacrifice that God would bring, one that would satisfy His justice for all in the face of our sin. That is what it means when we say, “Abraham believed God and it was counted to him as righteousness.” 

Consider the word “counted”. It is an important term and an accounting term used nine times in Romans 4 alone. It comes from Genesis 15 and it becomes the center stone of Paul’s explanation of the Gospel in Romans 4. The word is used for a business transaction in which money is transferred from one person’s account and credited into another person’s account. 
Abraham believed God and as he believed God he connected himself to God’s future provision of this one offspring, this Seed who would come who would bring about a satisfaction to God’s righteous demands. This righteousness that is in Christ was counted to Abraham as Abraham's own righteousness.

If we think of a spiritual bank account, what happened when Abraham believed in God, God took the righteousness that is in Christ Jesus’ account and transferred it so that it is now in Abraham's account and Abraham can treat that righteousness, the righteousness of Christ, as though it is his own. That is what it means when we say, “it was counted to him as righteousness”. 

There are two ways we can get money credited into our account. We can earn it and have our check deposited, or we can receive it as a gift. God tells us this kind of righteousness, this kind of value, this kind of treasure, is something we can never, ever earn. If we ever have it in our account it will only come to us through the gift of God, received through faith in Jesus Christ our Lord,


4 Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 5 And to the one who does not 
work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness.

Paul is telling us not to get on the wage path. If we are on the wage path and we move toward God we are on the wrong path. It is a path that will never reach God. 

I began with this question: Did any of us know that doing good works can actually keep us out of Heaven? Did we know that? If our good works set us on the wage path, it is a path that will never, ever, ever reach the destination we desire. God tells us to back off of that path and do not truth in our good works, but rather we are to come to Him as a humble and a humble woman who recognize the spiritual poverty in our soul. Blessed are the poor in spirit because they are the one’s who will see God; theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.

Why are good works so bad? Good works are not so bad in and of themselves, but they are bad as a foundation for our relationship with God. Our good works are a faulty foundation for our faith because our righteousness falls short of God’s standard. We do not measure up in any way. Our righteousness cannot remove our sins. Even if our righteousness could meet God’s standard, our sin still makes us guilty before God and worthy of punishment. Our righteousness diminishes the necessity of Jesus and His cross. This is what God is all about. Our righteousness would rob God of His glory. God has rescued sinners in such a way so that all boasting would be excluded.

On what basis do we have a right relationship with God? Is it on the basis of our works? Or, is it on the basis of God’s grace through Jesus Christ? We thank God that through Jesus Christ we have been justified through faith. What a joy it is to have that when we stand before Him. 
� Edward Mote, pastor and hymn writer, 1797-1874. Hymn written 1834.
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