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Scriptural Text: Romans 4:9-17, ESV
Abraham Justified by Faith

 9 Is this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? For we say that faith was 
counted to Abraham as righteousness. 10 How then was it counted to him? Was it before or after he had been 
circumcised? It was not after, but before he was circumcised. 11 He received the sign of circumcision as a seal 
of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him the 
father of all who believe without being circumcised, so that righteousness would be counted to them as well, 
12 and to make him the father of the circumcised who are not merely circumcised but who also walk in the 
footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham had before he was circumcised.
The Promise Realized Through Faith

13 For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through the 
law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith 
is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression. 
16 That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his 
offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the 
father of us all, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in 
whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.
I have a trivia question for us to consider: Who is the best selling human author of all times? No, it is not J.K. Rowling. It is not Michael Crichton. It is not Charles Dickens. It is not Mark Twain. It is not William Shakespeare nor is it Homer. It is a Baptist preacher by the name of John Bunyan. He wrote Pilgrim’s Progress, an allegory of the Christian life, in 1678. Since then his book has been translated into two hundred languages and from the day of its writing it has never been out of print. This book has had a profound impact upon my life as it has upon hundreds of thousands of Christians for the past three hundred and fifty years. 
John Bunyan was a Gospel-saturated man who taught his readers what to expect as we walk in this journey of faith and how we can overcome the battle with sin and unbelief through the power of the Gospel so that we can arrive safely in our Eternal Home. One of my favorite parts of Pilgrim’s Progress, and there are many, is when a man by the name of “Interpreter” takes Christian, the main character, by the hand and leads him into a very large parlor. In this parlor there is dust everywhere. The whole room is full of dust and it had never been swept. Christian looks around at this dirty place and Interpreter calls for a man to come in and sweep. The man takes a broom and begins sweeping with great vigor. Dust is stirred from the floors and it kicks into the air and fills the air so much so that Christian becomes choked by the dust. Interpreter then calls for a young girl who is standing near to bring some water and sprinkle it about the room. After she casts some water on the floor, the room was swept and it was clean, bright as new. 

Christian saw all of this and he looked at Interpreter and said, “What does this mean?” Reading from Pilgrim’s Progress, this is Interpreter’s answer, “This parlor is the heart of a man who was never sanctified by the grace of the Gospel. The dust is his original sin, his moral depravity, his inward corruption. It is the inward corruption that has defiled the whole man. “He who began to sweep at the first is the law. She that brought water and did sprinkle it is the gospel. 
“Whereas you saw that so soon as the first, the aw, began to sweep the dust did fly about and the room by him could not be cleaned, but that you were almost choked therewith. This is to show you that the law instead of cleansing the heart by its working from sin does revive and put strength to and increase sin in the soul. Even as the Law does discover and forbid sin for it does not give power to subdue sin.
“Then as you saw the damsel sprinkle the room with water, upon which it was cleansed with pleasure, this is to show you that when the gospel comes in the sweet and precious influences of the gospel fall upon the heart and I say to you, even as the damsel laid the dust by sprinkling the floor with water, so sin is vanquished and subdued and the soul is made clean through the faith in the gospel and consequently is fit for the King of Glory to inhabit.”

I love that part of the story because it reminds me of how much more powerful the Gospel is than the Law is to take care of this problem of sin which all of us have. The Gospel, not the Law, is able to conquer sin and cleanse it from our heart. This story urges us to never confuse the Law and the Gospel. They are two different things. Many misunderstand the purpose of the Law and they, therefore, look to the Law to make them clean before God, but this is a choking and futile error.
The Law can never rid our soul of the filth of our sin. The Law is good, it is righteous, it is necessary, but it is not the Gospel. The Law does not have the power to conquer sin or to remove it. The Law was never given to us to justify us before God or to bring us into a reconciled relationship with God. What a big mess of our life we make if we try to use the Law to remove the dirt of our sin and to bring us into right relationship with God. What the Law is unable to do the Gospel, however, does thoroughly and completely and with great pleasure. 

We are in the letter to the church in Rome where God reminds us that sinners are justified before Him by His grace through faith alone in Jesus the Messiah. In the previous study we considered Verses 9-12, and we learned we are justified apart from religious rituals,


9 Is this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? For we say that faith was 
counted to Abraham as righteousness. 10 How then was it counted to him? Was it before or after he had been 
circumcised? It was not after, but before he was circumcised.
The question answered in these verses is this: Did Abraham's circumcision make any contribution to Abraham being declared righteous by God? The answer is, “NO!” Proof of this is in our remembering the order of the story, that in Genesis 15:6, God declared Abraham righteous. Fourteen years later, in Genesis 17, God instituted this religious ritual of circumcision. Circumcision could not have contributed to Abraham's justification, and yet many Jews in the church in Rome were confused about the role of circumcision in God’s acceptance of a person and his family.

Many believed this religious ritual had miraculous powers to remove sin and bring righteousness, a right standing, of the person before God. But, God justified Abraham through faith in the gospel and not through circumcision. God presses the point that Abraham was declared righteous in His sight before he was circumcised. Timing is everything!

Today this passage is still very relevant. God commands His church to celebrate two religious rituals. He commands us to be baptized and He commands us to partake in the Lord's Supper. Many today become as confused about baptism and about communion as the 1st Century Jewish were about circumcision. These two religious rituals God commands for His church were never intended by God to be the means by which God grants forgiveness; there is no saving merit in these two rituals. Baptism and communion are given to a people who have already obtained God’s favor. After we are justified these religious rituals become an important part of our worship, but they are not given to help us obtain God’s favor. They are given after we obtain God’s favor. They are signs intended by God to give an outward expression of this inward transformation God has wrought through faith in Jesus. 
Romans 4:9-12, teaches us God-ordained rituals have great value in our worship and that they are important, but they do not have saving importance or saving value. The first mistake this passage addresses is the mistake of thinking that religious rituals play a part in our justification before God. The second mistake this passage addresses is the mistake of thinking that our obedience to the Law plays an important part in our justification before God. 

We are justified apart from our obedience to the Law and that is the message in our text in this study, Verses 13-17. The Apostle Paul has already stressed this Gospel truth in Chapter 3,


21a But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law…28 For we hold that one is 
justified by faith apart from works of the law.
Faith and works doe not mix with regard to our justification and our right standing before God. 
In Chapter 4, Paul brings Abraham into the picture and calls him to bring testimony that we are justified by faith apart from good works. The question being addressed is this: Did Abraham's obedience to the Law make any contribution to his being declared righteous before God? Again, the answer is an emphatic, “NO! Not at all.” We must remember that God pronouncement in Genesis 15:6, of Abraham being counted as righteous, happens 430 years before God gives the Law to Moses. Of course, the Law does not have anything to do with Abraham's justification because the Law did not come until after Abraham was declared righteous. Obedience to the Law could not have contributed Abraham's justification since the Law was not instituted until four centuries later. 

This is the point Paul also makes to the church in Galatia. He tells them,


Galatians 3:77 This is what I mean: the law, which came 430 years afterward, does not annul a covenant previously 
ratified by God, so as to make the promise void. 18 For if the inheritance comes by the law, it no longer comes 
by promise; but God gave it to Abraham by a promise.
We are accepted by God through His covenant of grace. If we want to receive the promise of God of eternal life, we must not look for that promise to be fulfilled through the Law. Someone may protest, “Then, pastor, what is the purpose of the Law then? It seems as though this Gospel is going to lead to abuses of disobedience if one removes the Law from the focus. The Law is not against Gospel and in fact the Gospel affirms the Law. The Gospel affirms the Law as good and righteous and necessary. The problem is not with the Law because the Law of the Lord is perfect. The problem is with us. We need something more than the Law in order to overcome the problem of our sin. We read later in Romans 7,


12 So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good…14 For we know that the law is 
spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin.
Martin Luther was right when he said the first duty of the Gospel preacher is to declare God's Law and to show the nature of sin. There are some great purposes God declares for giving us the Law because the Law is a beautiful and wonderful thing. The Gospel does not throw away the Law, but rather it sets the Law as an important part of our preparation of receiving the promise. 

What are the biblical purposes of the Law? According to the Bible, we will consider three specific purposes. There are other purposes, but these three, I consider, are dominant. The first purpose of the Law is that it confirms every person’s guilt before God and renders us speechless in our own defense. In our study of Romans 3, we learned,

19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 
be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For by works of the law no human being 
will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.
When se set our life against the perfect, pure Law of God we recognize we will be held accountable by God for that perfect standard, a standard we fail to reach. The Law confirms we are guilty and we have nothing to say in our defense. There are no excuses and no rationalizations when we do not meet the strict, clear pronouncements and requirements of the Law against our life.

The second purpose of the Law is it helps us to know what sin is. When I was in grade school, the teachers used to give out red tablets. We were to take that red tablet and chew on it. It would temporarily stain the teeth in places where we did not brush properly. I remember chewing on one, thinking with great pride in my heart, “All these friends of mine do not brush well, but I brush really well. I bet this is not going to stain anything in my teeth.” I looked in the mirror and there were places I did not know I was not reaching. I thought is was doing great and everything was wonderful in my brushing technique. But, I realized it was not and something was amiss. What it showed that was the red tablet and that is what the Law does. It shows the places in our life we did not know nor suspect were not clean and there was in inward corruption. The Law makes God’s requirements clear to us and it makes our failure clear as well,

Romans 7:7 What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for the law, I would 
not have known sin. For I would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, “You shall not 
covet.”

God is very clear in the Law regarding the definition of sin. Without the Law we would have thought that many of our thoughts, words, or actions are simply harmless shortcomings, weaknesses, or flaws, but they are not grievous sin or acts of evil and wickedness. We would not put our own thoughts, words, and actions in that kind of dark category, but the Law places our sin squarely there as an act of evil, a sin against an infinitely Holy God. It shows us the sinfulness of our own sin. 

Our sinful nature seeks to minimize the evil of our sin, but the Law does not let us get away with that. This is why the Law is so beautiful and wonderful. I love the fact that Paul used the illustration of The Tenth Commandment. Coveting is an inward sin and is not seen externally. It is simply an internal, driving desire to own something we do not have. How appropriate it is for us to consider coveting on Black Friday weekend. If it had not been for the Law we would have thought our coveting is some sort of harmless fun. Am I saying the desire to own something we do not presently own is wrong? If our contentment rests upon owning that thing, then that desire is an evil desire. It is an act of unbelief and Paul would say it is an act of idolatry and having another god before us..

If we say to our self, “I must absolutely must have that and if I have that it will make me happier,” then that thing becomes an evil, wicked desire. But, 1 Timothy 6 tells us,


6 But godliness with contentment is great gain, 7 for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take 
anything out of the world. 8 But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content.
That is the Law. We covet when we break God's Law and we look at something to give us peace and joy that only God can give. Around Black Friday it is good for us to ask: Have I recently thought about God with the same intensity and yearning that I have thought about specific things? Do I really desire to know God? Has that been on my mind and rolling through my heart with same or more desire than I would have to obtain another possession? God gives to us the Law to show us sin is incredibly sinful and offensive to God.

The third purpose of the Law is that the Law acts as a teacher to lead us to Jesus Christ. This is Paul’s point to the church in Galatia,


24 Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith.

The Law points us to our utter helplessness in fulfilling the requirements and standard God has set before us. When we come to this absolute point of helplessness, we stop looking to the Law to help us and we begin looking in some other direction. That other direction God gives to us is Jesus Christ. The Law affirms Jesus accomplishes everything that is necessary in order to meet God’s standard. The Law affirms His sacrifice is perfect and was accepted by God. The whole point of the Law is to point us to our need of a Savior and to point us to Jesus as that Perfect Savior who meets all the requirements God demands,


Romans 8:3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh…

God in Jesus did what the Law could never do,

Galatians 3:11 Is the law then contrary to the promises of God? Certainly not! For if a law had been given that 
could give life, then righteousness would indeed be by the law. 22 But the Scripture imprisoned everything 
under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.
Our text in Romans 4 lists three negative consequences of relying upon the Law and then it lists for us three positive consequences of relying upon God’s grace. 

The negative consequences of relying upon the Law: What happens if we begin to lean into the Law in order to have a right standing before God?

13 For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through the 
law but through the righteousness of faith.
The Law has nothing to do with Abraham's justification. Paul does not argue that faith trumps the Law because it precedes the Law. We have already noted he did that in Galatians 3. But, here Paul goes in a different direction and he points to the conflict between the Law and the Promise. He is saying there are two different paths a person might try in order to obtain God’s blessing and salvation. One path is marked “Obedience to The Law” while the other path is marked “Faith in God’s Promise”. These are two conflicting, departing, and contrary paths. They are not one in the same path. They are like oil and vinegar; these two paths never mix.

A person cannot be accepted by God on the basis of our obedience to Law AND on faith in His Promise. That is not how it works and we must choose, “Will I seek to be accepted by God on the basis of my obedience to the Law or on the basis of faith in His Promise,”


Galatians 3:18 For if the inheritance comes by the law, it no longer comes by promise; but God gave it to Abraham 
by a promise.
Pastor John Stott
 notes, “Something can be given to us either by Law or by a Promise since God is the Author of both, but they can’t be in operation simultaneously. As Paul has written in Galatians, ‘If the inheritance depends upon the law then it no longer depends on a promise because the law and the promise belong to two different categories of thought and these categories are incompatible.’ The law language, which is, ‘You shall,’ demands our obedience, but the promise language, ‘I will,’ demands our faith. What God said to Abraham was not, ‘Obey this Law and I will bless you,’ but rather God said, ‘I will bless you. Believe My Promise.’” We see two contradictory paths.
Paul further explains why God’s blessing cannot be based upon both God’s Promise and God's Law,


14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15a For the 
law brings wrath…

We need to notice, again, how faith and God’s Promise are set in contrast to our obedience and the Law. Paul says there are three consequences to following the path marked “Obedience of The Law” in order to find God’s blessing and in order to gain right standing. 

The first consequence means faith is null and faith looses any value or significance. Someone may ask, “Why is it faith becomes null or empty if I rely in part upon the merit of my good works to stand approved by God?” It is because faith is only as valuable as its object. If we place our faith entirely in God and in His grace alone, then faith is valuable because the whole of the object of our faith is valuable. It never fails.

However, if we place our faith in God’s grace and in our own working, we want both paths at the same time, then our faith is worthless because part of the object of our self and of our faith is corrupted. A part of our faith is not reliable nor trustworthy, it does not perform and it does not meet the standard. 

Let me illustrate this principle. Imagine two bridges are built across the Grand Canyon. Each is about eleven miles long. One bridge is marked, “God’s Grace”. All eleven miles of God’s Grace Bridge is built entirely by the all-powerful, all-knowing, all-sufficient, all-wise God. It is perfectly strong. No part of it weakens. It is able to carry full weight from one end to the other. We can trust the bridge completely. It will never, ever fail.

Imagine the other bridge is marked, “God’s Grace Plus Our Good Works.” That bridge is built mostly by God. Of the eleven miles, ten point eight miles of that bridge are built by God. Our part is just a point two mile part of that bridge. But, what happens to that whole bridge if that point two mile is not up to code and it is not strong enough to carry our weight? The whole is useless because it cannot bring us to the other side and it will fail us when we rest upon it. A bridge is like a chain – it is only as strong as its weakest link and if we add any of us into the linkage between us and God, that chain will break and it will become void and useless.
The Law equals failure for us. This is why faith is null if we rely upon our works in the slightest measure. Faith and works cannot act in cooperation with one another to gain a right standing with God because they contradict one another. Faith says, “Lord, I am needy. I cannot supply for myself what You require. Please grant me Your salvation as a free gift.” Works says, “Lord, I am not perfect. I know I need some of Your grace, but I am not impoverished either. I will work hard to merit Your salvation. Please receive my efforts as my gift to You.” 

The Law is man-directed and it points us to our human abilities to attain to God’s requirements. Faith is God-directed and it points to God’s accomplishment on our behalf in Jesus. Therein lies the whole difference.

The second consequence is that the Promise is made void. The Promise of salvation becomes an empty promise,


13 For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through the 
law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith 
is null and the promise is void.
Paul talks about heirs and an inheritance given to those who are connected to God in right standing and who are justified. What is that inheritance? Our inheritance is the world and it is everything. This is what Jesus meant when He said,


Matthew 5:3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven…5 “Blessed are the meek, for they 
shall inherit the earth.”

This is what God is offering to us. When He offers to us Jesus He offers us everything important in Him. Our inheritance is by faith in a promise and not by what we deserve or by our working in the Law. The moment we decide to enter into a law-based foundation in our relationship with God we loose hold of the Promise. As a parent we look down upon a child and say, “If you do this, this, this, and this then I will give you an inheritance.” That is not a promise of a gift of grace and of love. That is wage and the Law will always treat us on the basis of a wage. The wage we earn is always negative and a greater bankruptcy. 

The third consequence is that the Law brings wrath down upon our own head,


15a For the law brings wrath…
This is all the Law can do. It cannot bring blessing. It can only bring God’s condemnation. The Law is not given to save us from our sin, but it was given to prove to us that we do sin and we need God’s salvation and His forgiveness. This why Jesus said,


Matthew 9:12b “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick…13b For I came not to call 
the righteous, but sinners.”
These are whom God justifies and whom He redeems. If the Law has not done its work to put and end to our own self-righteousness then we have no hope. That is why we need the Law to minister to us to bring us to the end our our self so that we cry out to God. 

Paul also gives three positive consequences of relying upon God’s grace,


16 That is why [the blessing and the inheritance] depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace 
and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the 
faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many 
nations”—in the presence of the God in 
whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence 
the things that do not exist.
These two verses capture the three positive consequences of relying upon God’s grace. The first positive consequence is the promise is received by grace through faith. It is a positive consequence that we receive the grace of God’s blessing. Notice how God brings these two words – grace and faith – together over and over again. Grace is simply the open hand that receive the blessing of the gift of God and of His grace. 
This is why “it” depends on faith. The “it” is God’s inheritance and God’s blessing and God’s forgiveness and His justification. It does not depend upon faith plus works, but it depends upon faith alone. Period! We cannot pursue righteousness by faith and works. They negate one another. Yet, the natural man consistently believes that somehow he can make himself acceptable to God through his own efforts. 

Some get riled at this teaching and they say, “What a minute! What would be the motivation to obey God at all if we do not fear the Law’s condemnation?” The answer is: Our joy in the promise. The life given to us in the Promise. The life expressed in worship. That is what happens when we receive this gift of life. Life expresses itself. 

That is why all the evidence of justification is a changed life. If we receive this precious gift then we will have joy and we will have life and we will have a connection with God that is real and we will worship Him. That is what the work and gift of God does in anyone’s life. Christians do not obey God less because we no longer fear His condemnation. Christians obey God more because we rejoice in His forgiveness, mercy, and life.

Paul will address this again, later, in Romans 12,


1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.
He does not appeal by the condemnation of God or to us to change our life and devote our life to God as a result of the condemnation the Law brings. He appeals on the basis of God’s mercy. 

The second consequence is the Promise is a guarantee to bring salvation to all who believe,


16 That is why [the blessing and the inheritance] depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace 
and be guaranteed to all his offspring…

For the believer, we do not need to live in shame, in guilt, or in fear of future condemnation,


Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit 
of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3 For God has done what the law, 
weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he 
condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who 
walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
It is: if we are in Christ, then the righteous requirement of the Law is fulfilled in us. How is that so? It is not by our working, but it is by Jesus’ working and His accomplishment. We will forever doubt our salvation if we operate by our working according to God's Law. We will never asking, once we step our toe on the foundation or path of God's Law, “Am I doing enough?” The answer will come back to a person who understands their own sin and the person who understands God's Law, “No, I am not!” The person who puts the second toe on the path says, “What I need to do is try harder.” The more we try the more we are going to become confused, doubtful, and fearful when the Gospel of Promise guarantees the salvation of everyone who believes. This is because that guarantee is a work of God.

The Gospel is the ultimate insurance and the ultimate promise against absolute and certain disaster that awaits every person. God never breaks His Promise. He guarantees the salvation of everyone who believes in His Son. If we are a believer in Jesus it is right and good for us to rest in God’s guarantee.

The third consequence is that the Promise connects us to God who give life to the dead,


17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”
—in the presence of the God in whom he 
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.
Paul talks about this God because the Gospel is God and it is about God. It leads us to God and it helps us to understand and to know God and that is eternal life.

Abraham's faith did not just merely connect Abraham to certain benefits. Abraham's faith connected Abraham to a person, to God Himself. What is that Person like? Two qualities are named – a God who gives life to the dead and He calls into existence the things that do not exist.

If this God promises life He will deliver because that is what He does and what He delights in doing. Giving life to spiritually dead people is the joyful work of God that extends to every person. He is the God who gives life to those who are dead. 

If this Promise seems impossible, the promise of the gospel and all within it, that cannot be true. To know God does the impossible, He created the Universe out of a word and the worlds became into being and He will, with the same power, fulfill the Promise of the Gospel in our life. 

There are two applications. First, I urge each one of us to lay hold of God’s Promise through faith. It is the only way to lay hold of God’s Promise. This Promise of the Gospel is offered to everyone, not just to the righteous but also to sinners and all of us are sinners. If we do not recognize our sinfulness we will not grab hold of God’s Promise by faith.

If the Promise were offered to us by the Law then it would be too late for us. We have already sinned past the requirements of the Law and we have blown it. But, if the Gospel and the inheritance of God that is offered to us by a Promise, it is never too late. The murderous thief dying next to Jesus on the cross admitted he deserved his punishment and the Promise was fulfilled in this sinning, criminal’s life.

Here is what the Law of Moses asks: Are we trusting in our own self and in our working to gain a right standing with God? But, the Gospel asks: Have we made the faith commitment to embrace Jesus as our own Savior, realizing He has fulfilled every requirement of the Law our behalf? The decision must be ours.

The second application is to simply follow in Abraham's footsteps of faith,


12b …who also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham had before he was circumcised.
The righteous shall life by faith. A commitment to believe in Jesus is not a decision we make at one point and move on from there. It is a lifelong commitment: the righteous live by faith and not that we decide by faith. 

The phrase “walk in the footsteps” makes me think as a little boy following in the footsteps of my brothers as they trudged through the deep snow as it was fresh. I would see their footsteps and I would jump over into it. That made it easier for me. Here is Abraham and we are told to follow in his footsteps of faith because he got it right. He understood how to successfully move toward the blessing of God,


8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. 
And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a 
foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking 
forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God.
Abraham listened to God and he said, “This world is nothing to me. I will gladly leave all the comforts, all the concerns of my present, earthly existence in order to follow God’s agenda for my life.” Romans 4 calls us to simply walk and live like that. Abraham measured his life not by what he accomplished in this world, certainly not by what he obtained or gained by way of possession in this world, but rather it was by what was awaiting for him in this future city. That is how he lived his life. It was a kind of faith that brought justification and it was a faith also sanctified him and changed every day of his existence.

Whose footsteps are we following today? Each of us needs to ask this question: Am I walking in the footsteps of the faith of Abraham. May God encourage us to consider what it means to walk each day in the footsteps and realize we are moving toward a city whose Designer and Builder is God. That is all that really matters.
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