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The Promise Realized Through Faith

 16 That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his 
offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the 
father of us all, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in 
whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18 In hope he 
believed against hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as he had been told, “So shall your 
offspring be.” 19 He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was as good as dead 
(since he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah's womb. 20 No 
unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to 
God, 21 fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 22 That is why his faith was “counted 
to him as righteousness.” 23 But the words “it was counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, 24 but 
for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 25 who was 
delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.
The organization “American Atheist” announced this past Monday that they will be placing billboard advertisements in Winston-Salem, North Carolina and Colorado Springs, Colorado. These billboards will urge people to skip church at Christmas time. The billboard will show a close-up face of a very jolly and smiling Santa, giving the advice, “Go ahead and skip church. Just be good for goodness sake.” 

The billboard from the atheist group gives rise to four thoughts. First, the message of atheism by nature is devoid of any positive content. Christians can design a billboard that reads, “I bring you great news of great joy for all people. Today in the City of David a Savior has been born unto you and He is Christ the Lord.” But, the atheist cannot do that. They cannot have a billboard with that kind of message for in atheism there is no Savior, there is no hope, and there is not purpose to life. Everything is one giant, random accident of nature. Atheism’s message is one of mere deconstruction.
Second, Christians need to prepare their self and their children to be ready to stand up under strong ridicule for their belief in God and in the Bible. This is increasingly true in our culture and in our day and age. As far as attacks on the Christian faith goes, this billboard is pretty mild. I wish the atheist’s main plan to assault the faith were as innocuous as this billboard but it is not. The growing voice of atheism, in the media, and in the classroom claim that faith in God, particularly in Jesus, is a cultural disease and a wicked and dangerous force.

In most universities the Christian faith is ridiculed in science, history, philosophy, English, and even in the religious classroom. The modern college student must expect to prepare their self for experiencing attacks upon their faith by their professors. We are right, as a church, to double our efforts to prepare young people to pray over young adults as Satan desires to destroy their soul and their faith. 
The third thought I have about this billboard is the message of every person outside of Christ is: Be good for goodness sake. This is the message not only of atheism but it is of false religion also. The message is simple, “Hey, we need to become our own savior. We must discover our own purpose through our own good works. We do not need to declare our self to be a hopeless sinner. We need only to work a bit harder to be better people.” 

The message of good works is a common ground between atheism and other “faiths”. It is increasingly common to lump people of faith together in unity with people with no faith. For instance, the Inner-faith Alliance of Iowa describes their group as, “Being made up of people of faith and people of no faith. It includes Christians, Unitarians, Jews, Muslims, Seeks, Hindus, Buddhists, atheists, agnostics, and more.”

The question becomes, “What kind of alliance is there between people of faith and people of no faith? How is it atheists join hands in unifying alliance with Christians, Jews, Muslims, Seeks, Hindus, Buddhists, and the like?” The answer is, the bottom line for all of these groups is the same – it is a message of moralism. Moralism asserts we can gain all the purpose and approval we need through improved moral behavior. We can achieve righteousness through our own improved actions and attitudes. False faith rallies around the call of good works and moral improvements.

That is why the message of Romans, which we are studying, is so important for us. Romans teaches us the doctrine of merit through good works is not only futile, empty, and useless, but it is an act of rebellion against God. The Gospel reveals that moralism is an assault upon Jesus’ glory and upon His adequacy. Christians are remiss when we see moralistic teaching as harmless and we see moralism as a different gospel from the one delivered to us by Jesus, the prophets, and the Apostles. The Gospel call is not, “Straighten up and fly right,” but the Gospel call is, “Humble your self before God. Repent of your sin and believe in Jesus as your Savior.” 
The final thought I had as I saw this story is that atheists need the Gospel of God. Atheists are not our enemy. They need God to show to them His glory. Atheists are now under sin and they are living in darkness just as we once did. The Christian’s response to a billboard of this kind is not, “I hate those atheists!” but the Christian’s response should be one of tears, one of prayer for them. They have eyes but they do not see. They have ears but they do not hear. They need to hear the Gospel from us and they need to hear the Holy Spirit of God working in their heart to open their eyes to see the glory of God in the face of Jesus. 

This is what the Apostle Paul will say in 2 Corinthians,


4:3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In their case the god of this world 
has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with 
ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in 
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
The only reason why we see is because God has said, “Let there be Light,”
 to us. We have been recipients of His grace. Our response to those who attack the Christian faith is not one of anger or animosity, but it is one of pity, love, and kindness. God calls us to be a people who boldly enter into the realm of the atheist, the agnostic, the Muslim, the Hindu, the Buddhist, the moralistic Christian, not to form an alliance with them because there is no partnership between light and darkness, but rather to proclaim the Gospel to them and to share the love and grace of God in Jesus. 
Paul declares in Romans 1,


 6 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the 
Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is 
written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” 
God calls us to be bold ambassadors of this great message. The very faith that is attacked is a faith that is a way of life and it is the center of life for the believer. Faith becomes the food that nourishes our soul and our joy in God. As followers of Jesus, we realize without faith we cannot live. By that I do not mean our bodies cannot function without faith, because it can, but I mean without faith we cannot live to see God and to enjoy Him and to know Him. Without faith we cannot live by living out the kind purpose and intention of His will. We cannot see meaning in the midst of our sorrows and our sufferings. We cannot find hope in the darkness of this broken world. We cannot realize the joy of having eternal purpose. We cannot anticipate a future glory when we will reside forever and ever with God in worship. We cannot be free from the crushing grief that death brings to our soul. We cannot live free from the fear this world places upon us. We cannot worship God as we are created to do. We cannot live free of guilt. We cannot live free of the enslavement of sin. Without faith we cannot live. That is the message of the Christian faith and the message of the Gospel. 
Romans, Chapter 4, has been illustrating faith through the life of Abraham and David. While there are varying degrees of biblical faith, there is only one kind of biblical faith. The faith of Abraham is the same kind of faith David had. The faith of David is the same kind of faith as the faith Peter had. The faith of Peter is the same kind of faith of Paul. The faith of Paul is the same kind of faith of every person possesses who believes in the Gospel. Peter writes this at the beginning of his second letter,


2 Peter 1:1b …to them that have obtained a like precious faith with us…

Are we one of those who have obtained a “like precious faith” with the apostles? We do not share Abraham's language because he lived nearly four thousand years ago. There is very little we have in common with him. We do not share his language. We do not share his culture, his background, his bloodline, his history. We do not dress like him. We do not eat the same foods as he ate. We do not live in the same kind of dwelling as Abraham. There is so much we do not share with Abraham, yet there is one thing we share with Abraham that makes all the difference and it unites us together as one – we share in Abraham's faith.
Consider what kind of faith Abraham had,


17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he 
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.
The main idea we find from this passage is that precious faith joins us to Jesus Christ and His saving work. It joined Abraham to Jesus, the Messiah who was to come. It joins us to the Messiah who has already come and who is coming. We see in our text for this study five qualities of precious faith.

The first quality of precious faith is: precious faith grasps hold of the true God. We find that in Verse 17. Paul goes on to describe Abraham's faith as a faith that grabs onto this promise, “I have made you the father of many nations, in the presence of the God in whom he believed. One who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.” 

The important words of that verse are: in whom he believed. It is not in “what” he believed. Of first importance is in Whom he believed. Paul goes on to describe this God in whom Abraham believed: a God who gives life to the dead and a God who calls into existence things that do not exist.

The first important aspect of Abraham's faith is it found its object in God. That is the focus and God is the focus of Abraham's faith. His faith is a God-centered faith.

Abraham's faith is not a faith in his own ability, in his own talent, in his own goodness. It is not a faith in his feelings of optimism. It is not a faith in his own faith. Abraham believed in God and his faith is focused in this Person who reveals Himself in Holy Scripture as the One True God. Faith is not valuable in and of itself. Faith is only as valuable as its object and that is the reason why we must be sure our faith is in God and not in something or someone else. 

Many have an idea faith is valuable regardless of its object and that is why faith is cultural value: we want to value faith. But, the Bible does not value faith as faith. The Bible values faith that is rooted and focused upon and laid hold of God who is the God who reveals Himself in His Word. 

It is absurd to believe that we would value faith in itself. We would not tell our young child to have faith in a stranger who offers a ride home from school. That is a bad faith and one that has no value. In fact, it has a negative value because it will hurt if one has that kind of faith. We would tell our young child, “Do not believe that stranger.” 

Regarding spiritual matters the only sound object of faith is the True God who reveals Himself through His Son Jesus and in His Word. Faith in any other god or in any other object is not only worthless, but it is dangerous to one’s life.
There are two actions Paul describes God making that were of particular importance to Abraham's faith we must focus upon. The first action is that God is the God who gives life to the dead. The second action is that God is the God who spoke to the world into existence. Both actions point to God’s power. The first action points to God’s faithfulness. It is God’s power and God’s faithfulness that is in view in reference to Abraham's faith and his belief God will fulfill the promise made to Abraham. 

The truth we learn about God, from this verse, is God is able to do all He desires to do. After all, he is able to make the dead alive and He is able to call into existence everything that does exist. He is able to do anything. We also learned God will be faithful to do all He purposes. When God makes a promise to His own people we can believe God will absolutely deliver on that promise regardless of how difficult that fulfillment might be. 
Abraham's faithfulness is on display throughout his life, but it is particularly on display, in the most profound way, on the day God commanded Abraham to take his son Isaac to Mount Moriah and offer him as a sacrifice to Him in worship. God tells us this in Genesis 22,

1 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2 He said, 
“Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a 
burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.”
Notice how God pressed Abraham in this command as God speaks to him about Isaac, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love…” Only a father can understand the kind of love a father has for his children. Abraham's love for Isaac was of the deepest measure. 

Have any of us had a difficult time of obeying a command of God? We wonder how it will work out for us if we obey. Think of Abraham at that point. What did he have to believe about God in order to obey that command? Perhaps the command God gives to each of us is to forgive someone who has hurt us and we ask, “If I obey that how will that work out for me? I do not believe that will actually work very well. This is a real world and that kind of forgiveness will open me up for more hurt.” Perhaps the command is for each of us to love an enemy, someone who is set upon making our life miserable or difficult. Perhaps the command is not to be anxious about physical needs and we say, “You do not understand. Here is my circumstance. I cannot help but worry!” perhaps the command is to be honest when we know honesty will cost us something rather extreme. Perhaps the command is to share the Gospel with a friend and we say, “You do not know how my friend will respond. They are going to ridicule me or they will reject me.” Perhaps the command is to confess some secret sin. 

Every difficult command God presses against us requires faith and these commands do not require faith. They are commands we do without faith. It is when God’s commands hit our human perspective in a way we do not know how obedience will work out for our good, that is when faith is required for obedience. Our flesh often perceives obedience to God will make our problems worse. The moment that little idea comes into our head and we hold up a red flag and say, “This is the reason why I am not going to obey that command right now and in this instance,” the question we need to ask is this: What do I believe about God? Do I believe God is the God who gives life to those who are dead? Do I believe God is the God with such power that He spoke and everything I know He is came into existence? 
Abraham is commanded to offer his only son Isaac, a son he loves, as a sacrifice. What did Abraham do? The Genesis text continues and tells us,


3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and 
his son Isaac.

If there ever was a day I would sleep in that would be the day, “Okay, I will get to it, Lord, but I am going to sleep in.” Not Abraham; he rose early the next day ready to obey God. In faith Abraham rose and took Isaac up the mountain to sacrifice him. What was Abraham thinking as he was walking up that mountain? Hebrews 11 gives to us some insight into Abraham's inner thoughts and it reveals somewhat of what Abraham was thinking. I will expand upon this text, but I imaging Abraham thinking. He is having a conversation with God and it is quiet and he says, “God, You promised You would raise up a nation through my son Isaac. This is the one whom You promised would bring about descendents as many as there are stars in the sky. My son Isaac is a teenager. He has no sons yet. So, if I obey You and I sacrifice him You will have to raise him up from the dead in order to fulfill Your promise to me. I am going to believe that is what You are going to do because You are a God who is all-powerful and that is not beyond You. You are a God who is eternally faithful. You never speak and not do it. You never promise and not fulfill,”

17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in the 
act of offering up his only son, 18 of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 19 He 
considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did 
receive him back.
Abraham believed a little thing, like death, would not hinder God from keeping His promise. Death is the most powerful thing in our human experience, but it is a little thing in reference to God. When God makes a promise His is able and faithful to fulfill it, but that is not like any of us is it? Have any of us every made a promise we did not keep? Of course, we have. At times we may have told someone, “I will meet you at 6:00 am at Panera,” and we got there at 6:05. May say to our self, “I am going to read a chapter from the Old Testament and the New Testament every day this year,” and there is a day we miss. 
When I make promises I have two obstacles that keep me from fulfilling some of them. First, I may have limitations that keep me from fulfilling one hundred percent of my problems, even when I have great intentions and great will power. Second, I am forgetful and I often have good intentions that are forgotten, so I am careful about making promises because I know my limitations are great. But, God is not careful about making promises to you and to me because He has no limitations. That is why we can obey Him without fear, for regardless of the difficulty of the command we can obey God without fear because God is all-powerful and He is all-faithful. We have a big God who is infinite in power and eternal in faithfulness. This God is the focus and object of precious faith.
The second quality of precious faith is: precious faith thrives in broken circumstances,


18 In hope he believed against hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as he had been told, 
“So shall your offspring be.”
I love that, “In hope he believed against hope…” What was against hope in Abraham's life? Abraham did not have his head in the sand regarding physical realities. He is ninety-nine years old. He is married to an eighty-nine year old wife. They had been trying to conceive for decades and they have not conceived. There is no human reason to believe that God promised a son would come to pass. 

We remember Abraham was first called “Abram”. Abram means “exalted father”. Imagine the embarrassment he must have endured over the course of his life, “Hi, good to meet you. What is your name?” “My name is Abram. My name is ‘exalted father’.” “Oh, great. That is a great name. how many children do you have?” “I have none.” That conversation happened over and over again, every time he introduced himself. Then there would be an awkward silence. 
God changes his name, later in life, in Genesis 17, from Abram to Abraham, from “exalted father” to “the father of many nations”. Again, we can imagine the sense of shame every time someone asked him, “What is your name?” “Abraham, the father of many nations.” “Oh, how many children do you have?” “I have none.” This is where, through a humiliating set of circumstances, Abraham, in hope, believed God against hope. In biblical hope he believed God against every human hope that had been taken away from him. 

Hope is the eager expectation that God will fulfill every one of His promises and provide us with a joyful future. Hope is so vital to the Christian life and it is so connected to the Christian faith.
 Abraham is old and childless. There is no human expectation of a human legacy. There is no natural reason to believe his future will know the joy of having a son, let alone a family, let alone a whole Nation, let alone having all the nations of the earth being blessed through him. The only reason Abraham would hope for that kind of joy in his future is that God made a promise and Abraham believed God when he was hurting. He believed God when his circumstances were distressing. He believed God when the obstacles in his life seemed insurmountable. That is precious faith.
Our big struggle is this: when we encounter obstacles or distressing circumstances or despairing problems the question before us is, “Will I trust God or man? Will I follow human perspective on life or will I follow God’s perspective on life? Will I handle conflicts in my family and in my relationships from a human perspective or from God’s perspective? Humans have a way of answering problems that are different from the way God answers problems and we must choose. What am I going to do in times like this? This is when our faith is tested. It is not when everything is happy, but it is when things are hard. Will we seek success in the workplace, in the classroom, or athletic field from a human wisdom standpoint or from a Divine wisdom? Will the church seek to minister to the world with human understanding and human measures or from God’s understanding and from God’s measures and God’s instruments? 
How will we be successful? How will we lead purposeful lives? How will we overcome our problems? We must ask this question: Am I going to believe God, trust Him, and follow Him or am I going to trust myself and my instincts and trust the wisdom of man? 

Early in Abraham's life he lost hope in God’s promise and set his heart on human wisdom. He took up Hagar, a concubine. Even Sarai
 said, “This will not happen the way God says it will happen. Let us make it happen.” As a result of that one act of deciding to live by sight and not by faith, the world today is still in turmoil and conflict continues to rage. J. Oswald Sanders
 puts it perfectly, “Faith enables the believing soul to treat the future as present and the invisible as seen,”

19 He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was as good as dead (since he was 
about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah's womb.
Abraham did not weaken in faith; he held on. Faith is not against reason. Abraham's faith did not ignore the facts. Abraham lived in a very real world. He understood. He was ninety-nine years old and his wife was eighty-nine years old. Abraham realized such elderly people do not have babies, but faith looks at the present day realities and then looks up to God and believes God is able to do whatever He says He will do and then He is faithful, 200% of the time, to do what He promises He will do. That is faith!

Faith shines the light of God and His truth into our soul so we can see reality clearly,


20 No unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave 
glory to God…
The third quality of precious faith is: precious faith grows stronger and stronger. Unbelief tempts us toward wavering concerning God’s promises, “Is God really going to fulfill this promise?” Faith is never static. It is always moving in one direction or another. Either our faith is growing stronger or it is growing weaker. Each of us must ask this question: What direction is my faith moving today? This is an important question to ask each day. If we are pressing on toward the kind of faith that is precious and has great reward, it is vital we ask this everyday, because faith is moving somewhere.

Often times, when faith is growing weaker, we do not see it because it seems so incremental. But, incrementally, step-by-step, we move toward unbelief and we loose our joy and our reward. It is good news that our soul grows stronger and stronger in faith. The outer man is decaying and we read in 2 Corinthians 4,


16b Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. 17 For this light 
momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, 18 as we look not to 
the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the 
things that are unseen are eternal.
This verse gives me hope because I realize my outer self is decaying and growing weaker. Again, from day-to-day I do not see it. I do not see how I am weaker today than I was yesterday, but I can see I am weaker today than I was ten years ago. The other day I played basketball with my sons and I realized, “Man, I have lost a lot over the last ten years!” Day-by-day the loss is too small to measure. That is the way it is with faith. We do not see our faith growing smaller and smaller, but ask this about ten years ago, “Was I more excited about God, more passionate about my service to Him, more passionate in my worship, more joyful in His presence and in His praises than I am today?” If this is so, then we are going in the wrong direction and that is not right. It is right for the physical body to be wasting away. We cannot stop that, but that is not the normal Christian life. The normal Christian life is one that is renewed day-by-day and we grow from strength to deeper, greater strength. 
Søren Kierkegaard
 remarked, “Let others complain that our age is evil. My complaint is that it is paltry.” I like that quote and I have used it before because I know when I look at my world it is easy for me to complain that our age is so evil, but that is not the real problem for the Christian. The problem is that our age is so paltry, that we have read our Old Testament and of people like Abraham who had such faith to believe that he would take his son and sacrifice him on a mountain at God’s command and that God would raise him from the dead if that is what God had for him. Kierkegaard looks around at the church and he does not see that kind of faith and that is what disturbs him and that is what he complains about. In the church faith is paltry and weak.
How do we grow in faith? We grow by seeking it. I do not mean to be trite, but perhaps I can give three practical steps. First, pray for stronger faith. This is where we begin if we look and say, “I want a faith that grows.” We need to pray for it everyday. God will hear that prayer and He will answer. We cannot produce or manufacture faith on our own. It is God who grants it by His grace.

I do not know where my father came up with the mealtime prayer at the Boerckel home, but I have never heard it in any other setting. It is unique to our family. One part of it is a phrase that would happen every meal, “…and strengthen us in our faith.” I did not appreciate, until later in life, how important that prayer is. 

Second, we must feed our faith with the nourishment of God's Word. Faith comes by hearing and hearing through the Word of Christ. We suffer spiritual anorexia because often times one hour on Sunday is all the biblical truth that is poured into our soul. We cannot grow in faith on that.
Third, we need to focus our heart upon God and His promises. We cannot let God’s reward out of our sight. We need to keep Heaven in view and we need to keep God’s reward in view.

Fourth, we need to obey God’s commands. Where sin thrives, faith dies.

The fourth quality of precious faith is: precious faith gives glory to God, 

20b  …but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God…

The chief purpose and the goal of all faith is to bring glory to God. John Piper writes so well on this subject, “Giving glory to God does not mean adding glory to God. It means showing that God is glorious. It means calling attention to His glory and showing it to be what God really is. His glory is the greatness of His beauty and the shining of all the excellencies in the radiance of His perfection.” 
To bring glory to God is to see God first and to savor Him and delight in Him. It is to realize that our joy is wrapped up in God, that God is an awesome person, that we really believe that, and we are not just saying that. I believe God is an amazing person because I get to know Him and that is how I know He is amazing. Then, I want others to see how amazing He is in His goodness and in His greatness. The rest of life is simply seeing the goodness of God and showing it to others.

In kindergarten we had show-and-tell. I remember one day I was so excited because I had this big coffee can with holes poked in the top. I put some grass in there and I captured some grasshoppers. I was going to bring dozens and dozens of grasshoppers to school for show-and-tell. I was excited about that, as were some of my friends, but it seemed as though the girls were not excited about seeing the grasshoppers. Why did I want to show-and-tell? I took great joy in looking at those insects and seeing their legs, wings, heads, and beady little eyes, watching them eat the grass and interact. Because I took joy in them, I wanted to show them. 

That is what the life of the Christian is in reference to the glory of God. It is show-and-tell. It is first experiencing it and then saying, “I have to communicate this to other people. I want them to see and experience what I see and experience.” God’s glory is forever the goal to the heart full of precious faith.
The fifth quality of precious faith is: precious faith is fully assured,


21 fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.
This assurance is all throughout our text, that Abraham is fully convinced. Paul writes, 


16b …that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring…

Abraham did not weaken in his faith. Unbelief did not make him waver concerning the promise. He grew strong in his faith. He was fully convinced. Precious faith is fully assured that God will stand behind every one of His promises. It is secure, safe, calm, and it brings peace. This means if we read that God will forgive every sin, if we confess our sin, and every sin will be erased if we are found in Christ. That means we are fully convinced it is true for us, even for those sins that are still attached to our heart. 

If God tells us He will never leave us or forsake us,
 we are fully convinced He will never leave us or forsake us. If God tells us nothing will ever separate us from the love found in Jesus Christ,
 that means we are fully convinced that nothing will ever, throughout all of eternity, separate us, those who are in Christ, from the love of God in Him. We are fully convinced.
We complete the text by reading,


22 That is why his faith was “counted to him as righteousness.” 23 But the words “it was counted to him” were 
not written for his sake alone, 24 but for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from 
the dead Jesus our Lord, 25 who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.
Abraham's faith is a precious kind of faith because it brought justification and a righteousness that was not his own but a biblical kind of faith that connected Abraham to God in saving grace in Jesus. 

There is a kind of faith that does not connect us to God’s grace. False faith does not take hold of God, but it takes hold of our own self. False fails in the midst of broken circumstances. False faith waivers and it grows weaker and weaker. False faith seeks self-glory; it is not concerned for God’s glory. That kind of faith will never bring assurance, but precious faith brings assurance and assurance is such a wonderful thing. 

Do we possess such faith? It is a wonderful thing and anyone can have it. It is within reach for every person who would humble their self before the Lord and cry out, “God, I need You. I trust in You. I believe in Your Son. I rest in Your promises. 

These words were written not for Abraham's sake alone, but they were written also for our sake so that we may also have the righteousness of God, that we might have our sins forgiven, and we might live for the glory of God. If you do not trust in Jesus Christ as your Savior I urge, this day, to call out to Him and believe.
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