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The text we will consider in this study falls on the heels of the Apostle Paul’s argument that we are all under the reign of sin’s rule, condemnation, and guilt, but that we are justified even though we are ungodly. God justifies the ungodly through faith in Jesus and He credits the work of Jesus and our connection to His work through our faith as righteousness unto us. In this study, Paul will further explain the benefits and the joys of our justification. 

Peace with God Through Faith

1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope 
of the glory of God.
Recently Kimberly and I watched part of Adele’s concert on NBC at the Radio City Music Hall in New York city. I love ballads and few singers are as gifted as Adele in writing and singing them. What a great talent it is she possesses. Most of her songs describe the pain of a broken world and broken relationships. Her song entitled, “A Million Years Ago,”
 captured my thoughts while watching that program, especially as I was thinking about the hope of Christmas. Her song reminded me of the first part of Romans 1:18 and Romans 3:20,

1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by 
their unrighteousness suppress the truth…3:20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his 
sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.
Here are a few of Adele’s lyrics:


I know I'm not the only one

Who regrets the things they've done

Sometimes I just feel it's only me

Who can't stand the reflection that they see

I wish I could live a little more

Look up to the sky, not just the floor

I feel like my life is flashing by

And all I can do is watch and cry

I miss the air, I miss my friends

I miss my mother, I miss it when

Life was a party to be thrown

But that was a million years ago…


I know I'm not the only one

Who regrets the things they've done

Sometimes I just feel it's only me

Who never became who they thought they'd be

I wish I could live a little more

Look up to the sky, not just the floor

I feel like my life is flashing by

And all I can do is watch and cry…

Adele muses that she looks in the mirror and it is her life that makes her uncomfortable in looking at her true self and all of us know we are not basically good when we look clearly at our own self. In this ballad, Adele is only twenty-seven years old, yet she sees her life as a vapor and as it truly is. She reflects on life and she acknowledges that death is the end of every person and we cannot stop the sorrow it brings. Obviously her childhood was filled with innocence and joy, but she has come to realize that part of her life is gone and now life is serious and problems are pressing in. 
This is where the message ended, a message of sad despair about life life’s emotional, spiritual, and relational heartaches. When I heard Adele so beautifully and mournfully sing these lyrics, I wanted to shout, “Adele, tell them of the hope of Christmas.” It is not enough to beautifully describe the problem, and this song beautifully and powerfully describes the problem, because God has given us the answer to the problem. 

As I listened to Adele sing this song I thought of the field in which the angel of the Lord appeared to the shepherds,


8Luke 2:8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy 
that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 
manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,


14 “Glory to God in the highest,


    and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
Adele’s song was multiplied to me by the fact that God has given us an answer to the problems about which she sings. It is an all-sufficient answer, one that is lost to a people who are still living in darkness, even though God has shown His Light so brightly. 
God’s Gospel lifts our eyes off of the floor and to the sky. God’s Gospel offers to us and eternity in the face of a life that is passing by. God’s Gospel is the One that can wipe our tears away when we cry. God’s Gospel transforms us so that we can rejoice when we see our reflection in the mirror, not because of who we have made our self to be, but because of who Jesus Christ has transformed us to be, that we are new creations in Jesus Christ. What good news is given when God sent us His Son. At this time and at this season the Hope of Christmas shines through the verses of our text. The dark colors painted throughout Adele’s palette are made bright and full with the entrance of Jesus into the world and by the work He accomplished for us.
 Paul has been explaining the Gospel truth that God justifies ungodly people through faith alone in His Son Jesus alone. God’s righteousness is offered as a completely free gift, something we do not merit and something we do not make efforts to achieve for our self. It is a gift freely received through faith. Our salvation from the brokenness our sin brings to our own soul and sin in general brings to the whole world does not depend upon our own effort at reformation. Our salvation depends solely upon Jesus’ efforts that are effective and sufficient when He came to this earth, born of a virgin, living a sinless life, and dying as a substitutionary sacrifice for us. His work, not ours, provides us with eternal life and that is the good news of Christmas. Our hope for complete restoration from the brokenness sin brings does not depend upon us, but upon our Great God and Savior and that is why this hope is guaranteed. It is an absolute certainty because it is attached to the promise of God,


Romans 4:16a That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed…

Because our salvation is not resting upon our efforts it is guaranteed. If it were resting upon our merits it would not be guaranteed. We would always wonder, “Am I doing enough?” but it is guaranteed because it rests upon God’s promise and His faithfulness to that promise. The hope of eternal life rests solely upon the faithfulness of God and not unto us and not upon our faithfulness to God. Our justification, our being declared righteous before God, our securing this right standing before God is absolutely secured because God is the One who secures it for us from the first to the last. 

After defending this Doctrine of Justification by faith alone, Paul will explain the privileges and joys of justification in Chapters 5 and following. He wants us to know that when we are in Christ, we are absolutely secure; every true believer is secure in Jesus Christ. God does not desire that we live in uncertainty or in terror of His wrath against our sin. God desires that we would live our life in the assurance of our security in Christ Jesus. 

When my father was a young man he came to hear the Gospel through Billy Graham and he placed his trust in Jesus Christ as his Savior. But, he did not go to a Gospel-teaching church because he did not know of such a thing. He went to a church that did not preach the Gospel, but it preached moralism. His heart was quickened and he began reading his Bible voraciously. He could not get enough of reading God's Word. As he read he came across a verse in Matthew 12, where Jesus speaks about a sin that will not be forgiven,


30 Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters. 31 Therefore I tell you, 
every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven people, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. 
32 And whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever speaks against the Holy 
Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.

33 “Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its fruit bad, for the tree is known by 
its fruit.
As a young, undiscipled man, my father thought, “I believe I have committed that sin. There is no hope for me. I must have sinned at some point in my past to the point of being beyond God’s grace.” He became terrified of that prospect and he became filled with gloom and despair over that conflict. My mother said he lost weight at that time, he was not a robust man to begin with. My mother encouraged him, as they were dating, to go and ask for an appointment to visit with Dr. Bruce Dunn,
 a pastor they knew in our town who proclaimed the Gospel. They did not attend this church. Dr. Dunn accepted an appointment from a young man he did not know and whom did not know his church. I do not know exactly what scripture Dr. Dunn opened with my father, but he opened Scripture and my father left there assured and free. He felt free because of the joy of having peace with God and the certainty of his justification. This assurance made all the difference in his walk with God and in his worship of God. 
I do not know what passages were opened in this talk with my father as a young man but I do know Romans 5 is written to help each of us to know the joy of such assurance. In these two verses of our text, God unwraps three gifts bound up in the larger gift of justification. 

At Christmas time some may receive a gift in the mail or a big box that arrives by UPS. We open that big box and inside are a number of little boxes. That is what is happening in this study. We open the big box in Romans 3 and 4 of justification. As we open the big box because we see even more joy because now we find little packages of gifts wrapped up inside this box of justification. 

Gift #1 of the three gifts wrapped in our justification: we have peace with God,


1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
We should no overlook the first two words of that verse, “Therefore, since…” Paul presumes, in Chapter 5, the reader possesses genuine faith in Jesus. He uses the plural, first-person pronoun, “we”. He is talking to genuine believers that these are gifts God has bestowed on all of those who have been justified by faith in Jesus. These three gifts mentioned in these first two verses are given only to those who have genuine faith in the Living Savior. Those who reject the merits of their own good works, who recognize it is only the merit of Christ Jesus, that enables us to have right standing with God; only those who rest entirely in God’s promise; those who authentically believe in Jesus as their Savior and as their Lord. 
Before we get past the, “Therefore, since…”, before we read anything else, we must ask: Is this written to me? Am I numbered among those who have been justified by faith in Jesus Christ? Have I placed my faith in Jesus, truly and authentically and genuinely? 

The first gift wrapped inside the box of our justification is marked “Peace With God”. It is the first gift of justification and every other blessing from God flows from this gift. Every person desires peace. This longing for peace is inside of our DNA. 

In a recent holiday commercial I saw, it was not a Christmas commercial, there was a large group of Microsoft employees from their store in New York city, five blocks to an Apple store. They were decked out in Microsoft clothing and they are headed to the charter store. When they arrive, they begin singing this beautiful melody, “Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.”
 I think the next moment was unstaged, even though it was on camera, it was a part of the commercial. The Apple employees leave the building and they listen to the Microsoft employees sing. After the song, the Apple employees move toward them and they all embrace in a warm hug. It was pretty special, but there was something missing from the message.
Our world is not, first, messed up because we are in conflict with one another. It is not Microsoft verses Apple. It is not America verses ISIS. It is not Republican verses Democrat. Our world is messed up because it is us against God. This is the primary problem we have in this world and that is why this first gift us unwrapped and the justifying work of Jesus is so precious and so necessary. This is why the multitude of angels are so excited and they exploded out of Heaven, down to earth, and they begin singing and glorifying God and praising Him saying, 

Luke 2:14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
What are they talking about? They saw the greatest problem was man’s conflict with God and every other problem flowed from that. God had provided a Son who would become a Savior and rescue and rescue man from this central problem and all other problems would be resolved. Peace on earth is, first, secured by Jesus who provides us peace with God.

Notice in this verse that peace is given to “those with whom He is pleased.” Who are those people? Are they really good people? Are they really moral people? Are they people who love their neighbors? Are they people who smile a lot? No, those are people who have been united to the Savior, this Jesus, through faith. Those are the people with whom God is well pleased.

The protest is right away made, “Peace with God! I am not at war with God. How can you say my biggest problem is my conflict with God? I do not feel like I am at war with God. I do not hate God. I certainly do not have any emotional hatred toward Him. Why would I need peace with God?” Even though man is often unaware of the conflict between each one of us and God, the Bible, and God, is very clear: our sin and our rebellion make us His enemies. This conflict that began in the Garden of Eden with Adam and Eve when they made themselves and enemy of God by disobeying His direct commandment to not eat of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.
 
This conflict that began with our first parents passes on to every person born into this human family. We all continue to act upon this conflict. In fact, in Romans 3, we read,


23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God…

Everyone of us continues to act upon this conflict by continuing in acts of disobedience. Or failure to worship God purely and obeying Him perfectly sets us at odds with Him so that by nature we are His enemies. Despite anyone’s best effort to lead a moral life, a good life, a loving life we cannot stop our self from offending God and from acting in contradiction to His will. This is the message of Scripture.

The Law, instead of rescuing us, what does it do? Paul tells us, in Romans 4:15, the Law brings wrath. The more we look at what God wants us to do the more condemnation we receive. How, then, does our sin affect our relationship with God? We read further in Romans 5,


10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we 
are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.
This affects us from becoming enemies. In Ephesians 2, we read a brilliant set of verses that describe who we are by nature,

1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of this world, 
following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 
3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the 
mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.
This is why this gift of peace with God is so beautiful and magnificent and significant to every one of us. If God says we are His enemies by nature we should leave Him. Most of us have likely had a person who has offended us and hurt us painfully, yet they are completely unaware of it. We talk with them about it and they are completely taken aback by the suggestion that they have done anything wrong to damage the relationship. We may be frustrated by this person’s unwillingness to admit to any wrongdoing. 

In these situations, because each of us is human, we may be the one who is mistaken. We may have been the one to misunderstand the person’s words or actions or attitudes. We may have place expectations upon them that God does not place upon us so we are wrong in our expectations of the other person and that is why there is this hurt. But, suppose, for the sake of illustration, this person did truly wrong us and they sinned against us and they refuse to acknowledge that and they are truly perplexed as to why the relationship is damaged and they are, in fact, accusing us of wrongdoing for saying their actions damaged the relationship. How frustrating is that? That is exactly what man does when God says, “You damaged the relationship with me.” We respond, “What did I do? I did not do anything wrong. How dare You to accuse me of damaging the relationship in doing something so profound that it would set us at odds and in conflict with one another.”

It is the arrogance of man’s heart that refuses to listen to what God says about the cause of this brokenness in the relationship. God tells us our relationship is broken and it is broken because of our sin against Him and God is always right. It is the height of pride for us to stand back and defend our “innocence” in this matter. A person does not have to be conscious of their broken relationship with God to be the cause of it. 
The first step of receiving the blessing of peace with God is the acknowledgment that we have broken our relationship with Him through our disobedience and disregard of Him. Peace with God is the foundation for every other blessing. What is this “peace with God”? In short, it means we have been made friends with God. We have been reconciled to that point that we were once an enemy and now we are drawn near to be tight and close friends, blessed and beloved children of God. Nothing now stands between us and unfettered joy in our friendship with God. This peace is not a feeling. This peace is an objective reality. Whether or not we feel at peace with God is another question, but the Gospel brings us into a relationship of peace with God. It establishes peace between God and us and this peace comes through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Jesus made reconciliation between each of us and God possible through His birth, His life, His death, and His resurrection. How did He do that? First, He is able to establish peace with God because He Himself possesses peace with God the Father. He is the second person of the Godhead. For all of eternity past, God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, three separate persons, dwelt in perfect harmony and in joy in the One Godhead. God is One in substance and in essence, yet these three persons existed in all of eternity past and in all of eternity future in perfect harmony and joy in three separate persons, yet unified in the One Godhead. 

Jesus possessed a relationship with God that enabled Him to broker peace for us because He possesses a relationship of absolute peace with the Father. He represents God perfectly in establishing His peace.

Second, Jesus eliminated the cause of the conflict. He did that by becoming a man so that He could represent us and bear our sin in His body. Becoming man Jesus conquered sin for man. He put to death that which caused the enmity, the conflict. He destroyed everything that stands in the way of our right relationship and friendship with God. 
If Jesus secures peace with God for us, what could possibly cause us to be in conflict with God ever again? If we now have been established as having peace with God, what could ever mess up that peace? Could it be our deep, serious sin? No, because Jesus’ blood covers every sin. Could it be Satan himself, the powerful enemy, could mess up our peace with God? No, Satan is a conquered enemy. He is defeated and rendered powerless. Could it be our faithlessness? No, even when we are faithless, He is faithful still; Jesus remains faithful. Could it be something that will happen in the future? No, Jesus is God and He is not bound by time. This peace, because it is established by Jesus Christ, our Lord, is a lasting, eternal peace,

Romans 8.38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, 
nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
What are the applications? First, we are right to enjoy the friendship with God everyday; He is our friend. We do not read the Bible and pray because it is on a list of spiritual things to do to merit God’s favor. No, He is our friend and we have peace with God. We are children and His family and just as we enjoy getting together with family members we love, we love to get together with God. That is the driving aspect of our opening His Word and listening to it individually, in our homes, and when we come together corporately. We love God and we want to hear more of God's Word. We want to hear what God has to say to each of us because we have friendship and peace with God. 

Second, we can serve God in freedom and with confidence. We are not looking over our shoulder and asking, “God, do You still love me? Look at what I am doing. Do You love me? Do You approve? Do You give me a thumbs up?” No, we serve Him out of the confidence of His absolute, secure love for us and out of the confidence of this peace we have with God through Jesus Christ. 

We wake up in the morning and we hit the floor with our knees and pray for an hour and read the Bible for an hour. We decide we will fast that day and pray. On that particular day, we spend the morning witnessing to a neighbor and in the afternoon we go to the South Side Mission helping there with those in difficult circumstances. In the evening we are in a small group, praying with the small group, and interceding with the small group. We got to bed with a heart filled with joy and a prayerful heart, praying with our wife and children. That is Day One.
Day Two: we wake up and we are not in a spiritual mood. We do not read our Bible. We do not pray and we rush through the duty of the day because there is much to be accomplished. We do not even give hardly a thought for God throughout the day. We come home and get into an argument with our spouse. We speak in frustration to our children. We go to bed angry. 

On which day were we more at peace with God? It is a trick question and the answer is the exact same. Our performance does affect our joy and our worship, but our performance does not affect one iota our peace with God. Why is that? It is because we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ and through His work and not ours. 

At Christmas believers celebrate the gift of peace on earth. This is not some generic kind of good will. This is promise and peace on earth begins with the offer of peace with God and what a great gift that is. Augustine would say, “You have made us for Yourself and our hearts find no peace until they rest in You.”
 
Gift #2 of the three gifts wrapped in our justification: we have access to God Himself,


2a through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand…

I believe the use of the word “introduction” gives to us a better picture of what the word means. In Jesus’ day no one could stand before an emperor or a king without a formal introduction. There was no access to him. Someone inside the courts had to make access and give an introduction and say, “King, I am introducing as my friend to you and I am helping him to gain an audience with you through this introduction.” Still, today, in order to have a conversation with a celebrity or a politician we need an introduction by someone. 

A beautiful story in the Old Testament describes this access, the story of Ester. Ester is a young Jewish woman who lived in the time of the Babylonian Captivity. Her people had been defeated by the Babylonians and deported. Xerxes was the king and emperor. He was looking for a wife, discovered beautiful Ester, and he married her. She moved from her cousin’s, Mordecai, home into the palace and there her life was a life of luxury and comfort. Mordecai discovered a plot to kill all the Jews living in Babylon and he asked her to go to King Xerxes and petition him to prevent this from happening. There was one big problem called “The Law of the Persians”. There was no access to the king unless one was summoned. 

If one went into the presence of the king without being summoned, the king would either lower his scepter, which meant one would die, or he would raise his scepter which meant acceptance and the king would talk with the person. This was a big risk. Ester had not been in the presence of the king for thirty days. Mordecai wants her to talk to the king and she explains she cannot because she had to wait until she was summoned, but Mordecai says,


Ester 4:14b “And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”
Ester agreed that she would fast and pray and asked Mordecai to tell all the Jewish people to fast and pray with her. For three days there was fasting and praying that she would gain entrance and access to the king. Ester boldly approached the king. When she entered the room Xerxes lifted the scepter and accepted her into his presence and the Jews were ultimately saved.
In Romans 5, we are told that through Jesus Christ we have obtained our introduction and access. Romans 1 through 3 has shown to us that we are not like Ester. I imagine Xerxes accepted Ester because she had made herself beautiful with clothes and perfume. The problem is we enter into the Holy of Holies, into the presence of God, and we are not beautiful. We have stinky clothes and rags of our own unrighteousness. We are marred with cud and we are a mess. There is no reason why this King would grant an enemy introduction and access. That is the condition we are in and that is why it is so amazing as to what has happened in the Gospel. We have access to God,


Hebrews 10:19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20 by 
the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21 and since we 
have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with 
our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast 
the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.
To have access simply means to have the right to enter into a king’s presence through the favor of another. We often take this for granted, “Of course, God is going to give me access. That is what God does,” but that is not how the Jews of Jesus’ or Paul’s day thought. They knew the Temple would remind them they did not have access and they were shut out of the Holy of Holies by a big curtain and no one, except the High Priest, representing the people could enter once a year the place where God dwelt with His people.
When Jesus died, that curtain that separated the Holy of Holies from the rest of the Temple of the people, was torn in two from the top to the bottom,
 all forty feet of it.
 The gift of Christmas is the gift of access to God personally. What a wonder this gift is and how beautiful and how delightful it is.

The word “access” is used two more times in the New Testament,


Ephesians 2:18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.


Ephesians 3:11 This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom 
we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him.
These verses, as well as Romans 5:2, point to the opportunity we have to talk with God personally. Without access we cannot petition His help, we cannot plead our need, we cannot intercede on behalf of our friends and our family, we cannot confess our sin, we cannot receive grace to help us in our time of need. But now, in Christ, we have access so that we can draw near with confidence and not be struck dead in His presence, but welcomed and embraced in His arms.
Notice this access is direct and it is sufficient. We do not need another mediator. We do not need Mary or Joseph or any of the saints to make a way smooth for us. How do we have access? Notice the text because it is beautiful,


2a Through him we have also obtained access by faith…

Why would we need anything else other than Jesus? Jesus has directly provided us with access. God’s own Son has made the access available to us and that access is free to everyone who comes in faith. The application is that we simply need to intercede for one another. Let us be about the work of bringing the needs of our fellow brothers and sisters before this Throne of God who is able to do everything needed in order to address the needs of our friends and our family members.


“What a friend we have in Jesus, 

all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 

everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit, 

O what needless pain we bear, 

all because we do not carry 

everything to God in prayer.”

In the previous study, our memory verse was this,


Hebrews 4:16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need.
Let us intercede for one another and place all of our sorrows, all of our hurts, all of our fears and anxious thoughts before the Throne of God directly. We do not have access to God because of our righteousness, but we have access because of His grace. That is why we have access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. How long will we have access? It will be as long as God’s grace is supplied. How long will God’s grace be supplied? It will be as long as Jesus lives and that is eternally. That is why we have assurance.

Gift #3 of the three gifts wrapped in our justification: the gift of the hope of God’s glory,


2b  …we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
What does this mean to rejoice in the hope of the glory of God? First, it means there will be a future day for all who are in Christ and we will be able to see God in His beauty, perfection, and glory. We will be absolutely amazed. We will never tire of looking upon Him. Nothing we can imagine will ever give to us greater pleasure than the pleasure of seeing God and His glory. That is our hope.

Second, this means on our future day, not only will we see God in His glory, we will be transformed by His glory and we will become glorious. It will not be with the same measure as the glory of God, but we will be transformed into His image so that we will become glorious and free of sin. That is our hope,

1 Corinthians 13:12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know 
fully, even as I have been fully known.
Now we see the little windows of light and we see who God is through His Word and by His Spirit. How wonderful those pieces are we can see. But, we see dimly as through a dark mirror, but then we will see Him face-to-face. When Jesus comes again, or when we die, we will see God face-to-face and we will be changed into His glory,


1 John 3:2  Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that 
when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in 
him purifies himself as he is pure.
Our future glory is absolutely certain. This is what is going to happen.

The word “hope”, in the Bible, is always used of some certain future event, some gift of God. Hope in the Bible never references something that God does not guarantee to come to pass,


Romans 8:30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those 
whom he justified he also glorified.
Notice the past tense. Are we yet glorified? Has anyone who reads these verses, in Paul’s day and in ours, been glorified? No, Paul is writing to people who are still living on this earth. No one has been glorified, yet he speaks of us as already having been glorified. Why is that? It is because our future glory is absolutely certain because God sovereignly works to secure our glorification. He completes the work He began. We absolutely can speak of this in the past tense because that is how sure this future glory of ours is.

This guarantee of a future of seeing God’s glory and being transformed by God’s glory reminds me of the story of Simeon in Luke 2. Simeon comes in the Spirit of the Lord in the Temple. Jesus’ parents bring Him for dedication as He is eight days old,

28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in 
peace, according to your word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 31 that you have prepared in the 
presence of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.”
This Son is the One who enables us to have the anticipation and certainly of future glory. That application is this: we can rejoice, even in the broken parts of our life, because we know the final outcome. Our future is filled with glory. Is that not a great and amazing gift from God? How certain is it?

Occasionally I will watch an athletic contest, a football game or a basketball game, that has already been played but it is one I have not watched. I will watch it on a recording. When I do that, I ask people, “Do not tell me the outcome of the game because I want to watch it as though it is still happening.” The outcome is already sure, but when I watch it without knowing the outcome of the game, I get upset at the referees, I get frustrated at the coach’s decisions, I get upset by the player’s mistakes. I feel tension when I do not know the outcome of the game. 

If I did know the final outcome, would I not be more relaxed? Suppose my team already won the game and I know they won and the referee makes a bad call, “Everyone makes mistakes!” All that tension is relieved because I know how the end comes about.

Is it possible for our future to have any other ending than that in glory? This is our certain hope and that is a great gift. 

When I have watched a game on television and I have heard the score ahead of time, there is not yet been once where the game in real life ended with the score and the game on the tape ended with a different score. There is more likelihood of that happening than of Jesus’ word not being fulfilled for us, of us experiencing His glory. That is the great news of Christmas!
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