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We’ve been in this great book and it’s challenged us. The first 11 chapters are filled with doctrine. There are some practical segments in here, but mostly, it’s setting the stage for the practice of life. It is helping us to know who we are, who God is, what God has done, why God has done that. Perhaps there’s no deeper, stronger doctrinal section in this entire letter of doctrine, than Romans 5:12-21. I would encourage you to sort of put on your “theological thinking caps” today as we walk through this passage. It is deep and it’s strong. It is so sweet when we come to understand and realize that all of the blessings of God are availed to us as we are in Christ. That our union with Christ is everything to us. And that’s what Paul is going to write about here in Romans 5:12-21. I’m reading from the English Standard Version.

12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned— 13 for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14 Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come.
15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. 16 And the free gift is not like the result of that one man's sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought justification. 17 For if, because of one man's trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.
18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. 19 For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous. 20 Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21 so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Most of you undoubtedly learned the nursery rhyme “Humpty Dumpty” when you were a child. 

“Humpty dumpty sat on a wall.  

Humpty Dumpty had a great fall.  

And all the king’s horses and all the king’s men 

Couldn’t put humpty dumpty back together again.”  

As a child, when I heard that nursery rhyme, I felt sorry for poor Humpty Dumpty. First, because of his name. How tough is it to go through school with a name like Humpty Dumpty? But also, because of his plight. There was a picture in the nursery rhyme book that I grew up with and Humpty Dumpty was portrayed as this giant egg laying on the ground at the base of this really, really tall wall. His giant head was irreparably shattered and king’s horses and king’s men gathered together with these worried, despairing looks on their faces. 

This strange nursery rhyme was not likely written with any deep, theological meaning in view, but it does illustrate a deep, theological truth for us. And that truth is founded here in Romans chapter 5, verses 12-21.

As we open up this section, I again caution you that this passage is full of theology. It’s full of doctrine. It requires that we would love God with our minds if we are to receive the benefit from it. But if we are willing, this passage is one of the most beautiful expressions of the abounding grace of God offered to sinners though Jesus Christ. 

In Romans 5, we learn that Humpty Dumpty is not an egg at all, but Humpty Dumpty is us. He’s all of mankind. We are the ones who have had a great fall. When Adam sinned against God in the Garden of Eden in Genesis 3, all humankind fell from a state of innocent goodness, uninterrupted joy and bountiful life. At that moment, our state of goodness and joy in life was shattered into a tiny million pieces. All the king’s horses and all the king’s men could not put us back together again. 

All labors to recover our goodness, to recover that joy that God had vested in our soul, that life—all those labors to recover that end in failure. No amount of human effort could possibly restore this original state that God created us, a state of wholeness, a state of beauty. Not even the efforts of the best of the best people. Not all of the best of the best people working together in their combined resources on this problem are able to bring us back to the state of wholeness, the state of perfection, innocence.
Now as an aside, much of politics is the promise that if a specific candidate were in charge of the king’s horses and in charge of the king’s men, then Humpty Dumpty could be put back together again. That’s the promise that is made. Please understand that those promises are always empty. Despite the many promises, despite the considerable efforts, no one can put this piece back together again. No one can bring us back to this state of wholeness, this goodness, this beauty with which we were created. No one that is, save the God Man Jesus. 
We ourselves cannot turn the clock back on our day of irreparable ruin. We wish we could. But the egg, once cracked, cannot be unbroken. And the human soul once separated from God, separated from His goodness, cannot be reconciled by any amount of human determination or effort. On that day that Adam sinned, paradise was lost. With Adam, we all were cast out of the Garden of Eden. All cast out of paradise. A paradise created by God for us to be enjoyed forever and ever. 

Yet the question still resounds in our hearts. Can we regain paradise? Is that possible to regain this beauty, this wholeness, this innocence, this purity? And the answer is, yes. That’s the good news of Jesus Christ. Yes. God’s grace exceeds where human efforts try and fail. God’s grace abounds in the face of the ruin of our sin. God’s grace restores us to joy, restores us to goodness, restores us to life and to ultimate righteousness. 

In Romans chapter 5 verses 12-21, Paul compares and contrasts Adam, the first man, the father of humanity, with Jesus Christ, who is called the second Adam and the father of this new humanity. The central idea presented here is that we each died in Adam, but in Jesus Christ, we each are made alive. Since we’re all interested in being restored to joy, to wholeness, to life itself, the great question we each have to ask is “Am I now in Christ, or am I still in Adam?” Who is my father? Who is my representative head? The answer to this question determines our present hope and our future joy. If we are united with Jesus Christ through our faith in Him, our brokenness will be made whole. However, if we are still in Adam, nothing we do will put us back together again. God rests the hopes and the fears of all human history upon two historical figures. And they’re historical figures. And on two historical acts made by these two historical figures. 

First, all human history’s troubles rest on the shoulders of Adam and upon his active disobedience, his rebellion against God by eating of the forbidden fruit in the garden. And second, all of human history’s hopes rest upon the shoulders, squarely, of Jesus Christ and His obedience to God in taking on human flesh, living a perfect life and dying upon the cross. 

Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, who was an amazing preacher of the book of Romans comments: “God has always dealt with mankind through a head and representative. The whole story of the human race can be summed up in terms of what has happened because of Adam, and what has happened and will yet happen because of Christ.” 

Did you catch that? That’s what Romans 5 is arguing. Everything that happens in human history is rooted and locked in what happened in Adam and what happens in Jesus Christ. So let’s first take the historical figure of Adam. He was a real man, real historical person. And connected with Adam is what Paul describes as a reign of death. 
I. Adam and the Reign of Death

Now we don’t have to look very far to see that much is wrong with our world. Wars, disease, violence, death, these are all the normal course of human history and of our present time. And we ask the question: “Why?” Why is death reigning over mankind? Well, verse 12 answers that for us.

“Therefore, just as sin came into the world by one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned” (Romans 5:12 ESV)

Now this verse is so simply stated, yet what profound truths about the brokenness of our world is found here. Everything is explained about why this world is broken. 

There are three truths about the ruin of this world that we want to take separately, that this verse presents.

1. Sin entered the world through one man.

I want you to think for a moment of all the sins that you’ve ever committed, all the sins that your family has committed, your friends have committed, that every person in every culture throughout all time, throughout all of human history has committed. What a great number of sins there are, first. And what variety of sins there are. Every one of those sins can be traced back in its origin and in its root to this one act of disobedience in the Garden of Eden committed by a single man named Adam. 

You remember that when the Lord God created Adam, he formed Adam from the dust of the ground and breathed into Adam the breath of life and man became a living soul.  He became a person created in God’s image, able to connect with God and to enjoy God and to commune with God.  And then the Lord planted a garden and he placed the man in the garden and He told the man that he could eat from every tree that He planted in that garden, save one.  This is what Genesis 2:15-17 says:  

“The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”” (Genesis 2:15-17 ESV)  
God is the Creator. He has a right to command. God gave Adam such wealth and freedom to enjoy! He gave him this luscious, rich garden and such liberty to go throughout the whole span of the garden, just enjoying every tree planted there. God gave Adam one prohibition and only one. At this point, Adam is innocent. I don’t believe it was possible for Adam to have imagined any other way to dishonor God other than this way. This was the only way that Adam could have disobeyed. And what did Adam do? Well, he disobeyed, he sinned, he ate of this tree.  
Now the question that many ask is why did God place the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in the Garden? If this is the origin of all sin and all death, why did God place that tree there in the first place? Did God want to tempt Adam to sin? The answer to that is, No. God did not want to tempt Adam. He doesn’t tempt anyone. God did not desire for Adam to sin. Why then place this tree here? 
Now the text doesn’t specifically tell us. But I believe that the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was intended as a gift to Adam and Eve to help them enjoy God more. The tree was the one way that Adam and Eve could consciously worship God by choosing Him, by choosing to trust Him, by choosing to believe in Him, by choosing to love Him. 

Remember again that Adam and Eve were not tempted by any false gods or idols in the garden. They were innocent. If there were no conscious choices for them to make at all in reference to God, they had no way to express their joy in Him, no way to express their submission, no way to express their trust in His goodness, in His faithfulness and in His kindness.   
God gave them means to grow in their trust and grow in their joy in God by exercising faith. By saying, “God, I’m going to trust you.” By obeying God and refusing to eat of this tree each day, they had opportunity to say to the Lord, “Lord, you are the One who satisfies us. We don’t need anything but You because You satisfy us completely. Each tree that you provided for our happiness is received with thanksgiving because you’ve given it to us as an expression of Your love to us. And so when we eat it, we don’t make an idol of the tree, we give thanks to You. The trees are not the source of our joy, You are the source of our joy because You created the trees. And so we can trust You. Lord, we need You! You alone are the source of our joy.”  This prohibited tree was the means by which this first couple could choose to enjoy God and to worship Him. God, I believe, planted it there so that their joy in Him would increase.    

In calling us to worship, God does not coerce us. He does not bend our backs to bow down to His sovereign glory. Coerced worship never brings glory to God. Only voluntary, willing worship glorifies God. And only voluntary, willing worship creates joy in our hearts. And so God placed this tree so that they could have a choice to enjoy God every day and to grow in their joy in Him. By setting this tree there, God was asking Adam and Eve, “Do you believe that I will supply your every need and fulfill your every happiness or do you believe that you can be happy without Me?” Every time that they chose to refuse that tree, they were saying, “God, we believe that You are the source of our happiness.” Until Satan whispered and convinced them otherwise.  
But the point here in verse 12 of Romans 5, is that sin entered the world through one man. Like one tiny Ebola virus being set loose can cause a whole plague, so this one sin of Adam was unleashed and created all the ruin and all the brokenness that we see. And of course the principle here is, there is no such thing as “a little sin.” Every sin is infinitely destructive because it is committed against the infinitely sovereign, righteous and holy Being of God. 

Why does every person sin, then? So, we know why Adam sinned and that that’s how sin entered the world, but why does everyone follow after Adam? Why are there no exceptions? Why isn’t at least one person born throughout all of human history that we can point to and say, “That person has been righteous from their youth?” Why?  
God answers that question here in verse 12. Every man and woman sins because Adam opened the door to corruption into our hearts. Adam’s disobedience to God passed to us a spiritual mutation on to every one of Adam’s children. That mutation is called sin, which leads to the second point. 
2. Death entered the world through one sin. 
Death, understand, is an unnatural experience. We consider it natural because it’s happened to every human being since the beginning of time. But it’s unnatural. What do we mean by that? We mean that death was not part of God’s original design. God did not create a world with death in it. God created a paradise in which no one would ever die, but would live in joy in their communion with God forever and ever. However, once Adam sinned, death made its grand entrance and thus arrives upon the doorstep of every person. 

I cannot look into a coffin or at a corpse without thinking back to the Garden, without thinking back to this one act. And that’s what Romans 5 wants us to do. Every time we see death, that it would call us back to this one act so that we would understand what happened there and also what happened when Christ entered the scene. 

As a pastor, I have been honored to lead the funerals of all kinds of people. I have shared the Gospel of hope at the funerals of infants, and of little boys and teenagers. I have prayed at the memorial services for young men, middle-aged moms and seasoned grandmas and grandpas. At each one, I pray that God would strengthen me to bring comfort in the midst of the tears and the tears are almost always present. Those tears are full of pain that drop at the feet of Adam. How horrible this one little sin, this one act of disobedience is!!

Since Adam, death knocks at the door of every person. It is important for us to know that we will surely die. I know we don’t like to think about that thought. We like to deny it and scrape it out of our minds, but it’s important that we acknowledge it. I’m not suggesting that we fixate upon this subject of death, but the answer to the problem of death is not denial. Healthy souls can look death squarely in the eye and not flinch. 

Christians of earlier times understood this better than we do in our day, perhaps because they had to deal with it more often, more frequently. For instance, the New England Primer became the most successful educational textbook in 18th century America. This is the way children learned their alphabet, for instance. They learned how to read from this little Primer. In teaching the children the alphabet, they would put the letter “A” and then they would put a little two line verse next to it to help them remember what A stands for. Two of those verses caught my eye. Listen to this. This is the way children were taught their ABC’s. So “E” for instance, was “an eagle’s flight is out of sight.” It’s kind of mundane. But that’s the for instance. Two of those verses really caught my eye, however. “T – time cuts down all both great and small.” So here you have a little child learning the letter “T.” What does T help me understand? It helps me understand that “time cuts down all both great and small.” That’s encouraging! And then “X.” X is “Xerxes the Great did die and so must you and I.” That’s sobering stuff for first graders! 
We’d almost look at that from our 21st century perspective and think this is child abuse, reminding children of the reality of death. “We don’t remind ourselves of death. How can we remind our children, these little sweet ones, that everyone dies?” Christians wrote this Primer because Christians understood that to not think about death was to not think about the Gospel and not think about God and not think about heaven and not think about hell. And that would be disastrous to a soul! 

It’s vital that we think about death if we are to have a healthy soul. We can think about death without hopelessness, without despair, without being morbid because while death is a very powerful enemy, our Savior is more powerful still. 

This is what Job writes as he thinks about death:

“For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the earth. And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God,” (Job 19:25-26 ESV)  

Now when God talks about death, He really references death in three modes, three kinds of death.  

First of course is physical death. It’s the one that we most often think of. Physical death is the separation of our body from our soul. We are made to be body and soul, to never have those separated, but because of Adam’s sin, body and soul becomes separated at death. This happens to both believers and unbelievers, alike--physical death. The believer who dies in the Lord, however, their spirit is immediately carried by angels into the presence of God. Paul would say, “to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord.” (2 Corinthians 5:8 KJV) Instantaneous heaven for the believer.   

The second kind of death is spiritual death. The death that Adam immediately experienced when he ate the fruit was spiritual death. He didn’t immediately physically die. He began to physically die, but that wasn’t immediately what happened. But immediately, he experienced spiritual death. Spiritual death is the separation of the human spirit from God, Himself. So we become alienated from God. 

In spiritual death, as long as the body and soul are united, God still showers this person with His kindness in many ways. He feeds them. He sends rain upon their fields. He offers salvation to them. Such a person, in the state of spiritual death, still has God near them. This spiritual death produces a broken relationship so that they’re alienated and not able to commune with God, but every person still in this world is experiencing some of the grace and loving kindness of God, though spiritually dead. Paul would say in Ephesians 2, “And you were dead in the trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1 ESV) 
He’s talking about spiritual death.
The third kind of death is eternal death. This is the death that people experience when they physically die in the state of spiritual death. This is a separation of the whole person from God forever and ever. There is no aspect of God’s goodness, no aspect of His love, no aspect of His kindness that is experienced by the person who enters into eternal death. In eternal death, a person is cut off forever and ever from every kind gift that God offers, every good expression of His love. Eternal death is a state of conscious punishment by God as a just penalty for our sins. 

Eternal death is irreversible. It is permanent. A person must trust in Jesus as their Savior before they die or they will experience this specific death. All three of these kinds of death came into this world through Adam’s sin. We would have never experienced any of these kinds of death had Adam not committed this one act of disobedience. 
Interestingly, in John 11, Jesus mentions, I believe, all three kinds of death, or at least alludes to them in His statement about Himself. He says:  
“I am the resurrection and the life (spiritual life). Whoever believes in me, though he die (physically), yet shall he live (physical death), and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die (eternal death). Do you believe this?” (John 11:25-26 ESV)

Jesus is saying, “I am the answer to spiritual death. I am the spiritual life. If you come to Me, you will not be alienated from God anymore, but you’ll have spiritual life. If you believe in Me, you may die physically.” That’s true for all those until the rapture of the church that even though you physically die, yet shall you live. That’s to say, you’ll have physical life. God’s last word over this body will not be left to Adam, but it will be left to Christ. There will be a day in which the physical body of the believer who dies, yet shall that physical body be raised to life. It will be physical life for that person as well. Even though they died, yet they shall live. He’s saying, “Even though your body dies, first, don’t worry, because your body is going to be raised to life. Yet shall you live and if you live and believe in Me, you’ll never really die. You’ll never experience eternal death.” You’ll never be separated completely from God’s goodness forever and ever, but when you die, you’ll be joined with God forever and ever in complete communion and joy. What a promise that is! Amen? That is fantastic! 

3. Death spread to all men because all sinned.  

Again, this is a very important matter for us both theologically and practically. The question is, in what sense have all sinned so that all die? So you see there at the very end of verse 12 “so death spread to all men because all sinned.” That’s the statement. And so we ask the question, in what sense have all sinned? In what sense is he talking about? 

There are two possibilities of our understanding. And if we didn’t have any text after verse 12, we would be more confused about this. The first possibility is that we all sinned by copying Adam in our disobedience to God. “So death spread to all men because all”… have disobeyed God in their own personal lives. That’s one way of considering it. 

The second possibility is that we all sinned by participating in Adam’s sin through our union with him. All sinned in Adam. That’s the second possibility.   
What do you think it is? Most would say it is the first. Death came to all men because all people sinned individually, they made choices against God. And again, this is true, that all have sinned. That’s what Romans 3:23 is about. “All have sinned and fallen short of God’s glory.” That part is true. But I believe that Paul is teaching us here that death came upon all men because all men sinned in Adam. All men are connected through their identification with their first father, with Adam himself. Adam is our representative.

Adam became a sinner because he sinned. After Adam, men and women sin because they are sinners. In other words, they’re already experiencing death. Now some will say, “What? That doesn’t make any sense. That’s not fair. How can we be judged because of another person’s sin? I can understand how we would be judged by our own sin. But why should I have death spread to me because Adam chose to disobey God’s command?” That’s a good question. We’ll deal with it. But first let me share with you why I believe that when Paul said “death spread to all men because all have sinned,” he’s saying because all have sinned in Adam. That all of us have Adam as our representative head and we are all guilty of Adam’s sin because of our connection to him. And that’s why we all experience death. Verses 13 and 14 explain this.     
“for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come.”

(Romans 5:13–14 ESV)

He’s saying God is a God who is not going to count sin against you if He didn’t tell you what to do or what not to do. From the first commandment “don’t eat of this tree” all the way until Moses there wasn’t any law that governed the universe. And yet, death reigned from Adam to Moses. That’s the fact. When you look at Genesis 5, it’s a whole list of obituaries. It gives names. It gives whose family they were born into “and then they died, and then they died, and then they died.” So why did they die? They weren’t given any law by God. So while indeed they sinned because of internal corruption, Paul’s point here is that God didn’t count that sin against them when there was no law. God is just and He will not count sin against a person when they don’t even know what sin is, what it means to disobey. So, He’s not going to hold anyone guilty when there is no law, and yet everyone dies. And sin brings death. 

So on what basis did these people die? On what basis was “God just to bring death upon the people who died before Moses? That’s the whole argument. That’s the jist. And some of those people, by the way, were said to be righteous. People like Seth and people like Noah. These folks were said to be righteous and yet they died. No one in that age, from Adam to Moses, escaped death. So why would all die if they did not disobey a command of God? 
Answer: It was not because each person disobeyed God’s law, that they died. They died because Adam represented them and passed on spiritual guilt and corruption to them. That’s the point.
Someone still says, “But that’s not fair! That’s not fair! Why would mankind be judged for Adam’s sin?” There are three answers to the charge of unfairness. 

First, Friend, we do not want fair. 

Suppose God did judge us for our own acts of sin and not for Adam’s. Would we be better off? Remember Adam had one sin. He ate the fruit of a tree. How many sins has Ritch Boerckel counted against him? We don’t want fair.

Secondly, had God judged us individually, the result would have been the same. 

And third, and perhaps most importantly, by condemning the human race through one man, God can save us through one man. Because God judges us for Adam’s sin on the basis of our connection to Adam, so He rescues us from sin on the basis of Jesus’ righteousness. That’s the Gospel. It’s so vital for us to be connected to Jesus Christ. Our natural connection is to Adam and if we stay in Adam, Adam’s sin is applied to us and death reigns over us forever. We can’t escape that. No one can put Humpty Dumpty back together again. But if we change our identification, our representative head from being Adam to being Christ, then through one man’s obedience we are able to receive all the blessings of that one man’s righteousness. That’s the whole point.

One key illustration that Scripture gives is the illustration of the angels. The angels were created by God individually. They didn’t procreate themselves or populate their community that way. God created each angel individually. You may know the story that when Lucifer rebelled against God he took 1/3 of the angels with him. How many of those angels that disobeyed God at that point are offered forgiveness? The answer is: none of them. Not one! And God is just in that. He’s not unjust because He doesn’t offer forgiveness. Grace is free. It’s the free sovereign work of God. They each fell individually. Lucifer indeed was their leader, but he wasn’t their representative head. They each made a decision to rebel against God. And because of that, there can not be one representative for the angels that comes in to rescue them. 

We are held accountable by God under one man, Adam. All who are joined to Adam sin and die. So now through the Gospel, if we join ourselves to the new Adam, Jesus Christ, through faith in Him, we can be restored by Him. What wisdom and mercy God has for us in this Gospel that He explains! What grace and love there is in this plan! 
Harry Ironside observed a tombstone over four children. There was one tombstone for four infants in this grave in St Andrews cemetery in Scotland. And there was a poem there. I love this poem because it expresses Romans 5 so well. It says: 

“Bold infidelity; turn pale and die.

Beneath this stone four sleeping infants lie;
That’s pretty sad, isn’t it? 

Say, are they lost or saved? 

If death’s by sin they sinned for they are here,  
Do you catch that? That’s the argument Paul is making here in Romans. If these folks died, they must have sinned because death comes by sin. Sin produces death. So, if death is by sin, they sinned for they are here.  

If Heaven’s by works in Heaven they can’t appear,
Do you see that? Because an infant can’t work their way to heaven.

Reason, ah, how depraved!
In other words, God convolutes our wisdom and throws away our reasoning and says, “Here’s the Gospel. Here’s my great news!”

Turn to the Bible’s sacred page, the knot’s untied.
Why do infants die?

They died, for Adam sinned;
Why do infants have heaven?

They live for Jesus died.”   

God unites them to Him. That’s it. The union with Jesus is the hope of life for every person. We’re going to consider briefly here…I’m going to be having this surgery, so I’m going to be gone for a few weeks. So, I gotta get through this. 

II. Christ and the Reign of Life

Three truths about God’s rescue from ruin:

1. Grace entered the world through one man.  

“But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many.”  (Romans 5:15 ESV)

There is this comparison and more importantly this contrast between Adam and Christ. Both the free gift as well as death, come to us by imputation. That is that sin and guilt are reckoned to us through our association with Adam. What he did counts against us. But life and its joys are reckoned to us through our association with Jesus. In other words, what Jesus did counts for us, in our favor. Verse 15 tells us that Jesus’ power to save us is much more powerful than Adam’s power to condemn. Wherever Adam’s sin and Jesus’ obedience collide, Jesus’ obedience always wins. That’s the point. He says, “Look, if you’re in Christ you never have to fear Adam coming back and snagging you with the condemnation of sin and snagging you with death. That never happens. Jesus’ grace abounds over sin and death. 

I do not know what particular sins you have committed through your life. I don’t know how those sins have affected you and hurt the people that you love. You likely know that those sins are dark and dismal. But one thing I do know is that God’s grace abounds and offsets any amount of sin and any kind of sin. The power of sin is great, but it can be broken. The power of grace in Christ is far greater because it cannot be broken. That’s why he’s saying “much more.” Adam’s sin and death were so powerful, but that could be broken. You don’t have to remain in that. But, once we are in Christ and associated with Him, His life cannot be broken for us. The effect of His work for us is absolutely permanent. 

Remember I shared with you that Paul’s whole heart behind this was to share with believers in the church at Rome that we’re secure in Christ. When Christ does a work, grace abounds and we’re never cast out of that life once we gain admittance. 

2. Life entered the world through one act of obedience.    
Death would have reigned over this world without hope of life if the God Man had not obeyed His Father’s call to take on human flesh and die as a sacrifice for sin upon the cross. This is one act of obedience that slammed open wide this door to life, to joy, to restoration. Look what he says again in verses 16-17. 
“And the free gift is not like the result of that one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought justification (a declaration of righteousness). For if, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.”

(Romans 5:16–17 ESV)

“Much more” is the Gospel cry! In other words, what Adam destroyed, Jesus restores with greater glory. Adam took man in his innocence and he corrupted him, he marked him, and he alienated him from God. And when Jesus sets His grace, much more happens. He doesn’t just restore us back to the original position. But He does much more. He takes us and He makes our union with God even more sweet because then we see God face to face always. Forever we are with the Lord. And He transforms us so we’re not just in a mere state of innocence, but one day we will be glorified and will be in a state of perfect glory and perfect righteousness. Much more does the grace of God abound to life! That’s the whole point. Life entered the world through this one act of obedience and it’s life that is much greater than this death.  
Paul talks about the reign of life. And the idea here is of a sovereign power sitting upon the throne. This sovereign king executes laws. He condemns people who are law breakers. He has the power to bring others in submission. And he says there was the reign of death. It was strong. It condemned many. When King Death stood on the throne it brought many to defeat. It condemned many and enslaved many. But when Christ appeared, do you know what Christ did? He grabbed King Death and He threw King Death off the throne and He put Himself, the One who is the life upon the throne. And so, now as we’re under His rule and under His reign, we gladly submit to this Lord because this Lord never condemns. This Lord only brings life and peace and joy.

3. Life abounds to all who are united to Christ. 

The central point of the Gospel is that our ground of acceptance by God is not in ourselves, but in the merits of Jesus. The doctrine that we’re learning in Romans 5 is that our connection to Adam brings condemnation. And we need to fix that, but we can’t fix it ourselves. We can’t work ourselves out of that. We cannot ever be free of sin and death on the basis of our own efforts. All the king’s horses and all the king’s men cannot put Humpty Dumpty back together again. So where is their hope? It’s on the basis of a union with Christ. That’s where our hope lies. Let’s read again verses 18-19 of Romans 5.  
“Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.” (Romans 5:18–19 ESV)

Isn’t that awesome? The reason that one trespass by one man caused death to reign in our life is that he represented us. That’s why it’s through the one man’s sin death reigns. We were in Adam and so we received the pain that Adam’s sin deserves. The reason that one act of righteousness leads to justification and life is that Jesus now represents all who believe in Him. We are now in Christ, united to Christ, and all the blessings that are Christ’s are ours because that union is tight. It is secure. It is sealed. It is complete.  

Jesus, through His obedience, is able to do what all the king’s horses and all the king’s men could not do. He can make us whole again. And even more than whole, He can perfect us to something that mankind has never ever known. 

In closing, there are two unions that you may experience. Union with Adam. We’re all born united to Adam. But then there’s this other union. It is union with Jesus. Everyone begins life in Adam, and God calls us to look to Christ. To the God Man was sent here to be our representative head, and to place our lives squarely in Him. How do we do that? By faith. We don’t place our lives in Jesus Christ through any merit where Jesus says, “Oh, you’ve been a good guy. You’ve been a great gal. Come and be united to Me.” No, it’s through faith. It is Jesus offering Himself. “I’m offering myself to you. Come, and I will wrap my arms around you and you will be in me and I will be in you.” 

Let me ask you a question. Are you in Christ this morning, or are you still in Adam? Who is your representative head? Because that makes all the difference. Praise God for the glory of His Gospel!    
