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“Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us how you ought to walk and to please God, just as you are doing, that you do so more and more. 2 For you know what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that each one of you know how to control his own body in holiness and honor, 5 not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God; 6 that no one transgress and wrong his brother in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as we told you beforehand and solemnly warned you. 7 For God has not called us for impurity, but in holiness. 8 Therefore whoever disregards this, disregards not man but God, who gives his Holy Spirit to you.”
If you’re like me, sometimes theology feels a bit dry, like a vegetable. You know you need it, but it’s rare to crave it. So, I thought to help us better appreciate the theology of Romans, we might take a morning to remember that theology has teeth. So we’ll row down the current of theology’s content to the waterfall of its inevitable effects. When it comes to theology in real life there are few issues that God addresses with constant emphasis like sexual purity. So, there’s your warning. I will try to handle the topic with tact, but I trust that you will shepherd your family as God guides.
Sexuality is no small issue. A quick survey of recent headlines reveals that within our culture, sexuality is a source of mass obsession and confusion. AOL and Ashley Madison, Generals and Congressmen, CIA, FBI, iPhones and privacy, celebrities and infamy, abortion and pregnancy, marriage and homosexuality, birth-control and legality. Hardly a day goes by that we aren’t forced to consider what we believe about sexuality. 
Our culture is obsessed with it, but also confused by it. We’ve separated it from morality, from procreation, from partnership, from marriage, from other people, even from our own gender. We’ve reduced it to a mere physical transaction while simultaneously inflating it to the capstone of all cultural celebration. In the same breath, sexuality has become absolutely everything and completely nothing—obsession and confusion. God is not surprised. Nor has He left us unprepared. He’s not silent on this issue, but neither does He address it without showing how it connects to Him. 

Sexuality is built on theology. What we believe about God determines what we believe about sexuality. This is where theology hits home, the end toward which Paul is always writing—theology that changes our lives. The culture in which Paul ministered was no less evil than our own. He wrote from Corinth to Thessalonica, a culture where men and women were openly immoral, where slaves were used for personal sexual pleasure, where there were people who served in religious temples as prostitutes. In this climate, Paul writes his church a letter charged with emotion and love. Like a nursing mother, like a faithful father, a church who he had brought to Christ in Acts 17, a church who had protected him from a mob, who had given him an emergency evacuation, a church who he longed to visit, but was prevented by Satan, a church from whom he’d just received a report and he longed for nothing else than that they would please God. 

Three chapters of love and then he prays in chapter 3 that their love would abound more and more. In chapter 4 he tells them how. A switch, finally. “Now then…” Here’s the teaching: love in action. And probably in response to the recent report he tackles three common human issues: sex, work and death. As he approaches the subjects, his primary concern is our purpose. What makes us different? Christians are people who believe not that God created us for Him to please us, but that He created us so that we would please Him. In a world obsessed with pleasing self, Paul is desperately concerned that Christians choose instead to please God. 

“Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us how you ought to walk and to please God, just as you are doing, that you do so more and more. For you know what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus. (1 Thessalonians 4:1-2 ESV) 

He’s saying, “This instruction isn’t new, and it’s not mine. It’s something you’ve heard before and it comes straight from Jesus. It’s of divine origin.” This is what he carried through the book of Thessalonians. This is from Christ. You know what it is to please God and you need to do so more and more. You’d say, “Wait! What does God want, Paul? I think I’ve forgotten. Can you remind us?”

“For this is the will of God, your sanctification….” (1 Thessalonians 4:3 ESV)

He wants you to be holy, to be sanctified, to be set apart, to be different. In Washington D.C. you can rent the Jefferson Hotel, but you can’t rent the White House. It has been set apart for a different purpose, sanctified, in a sense. God wants His saints to be holy, set apart, different. That’s His urge for us. We have our urges, and the world has theirs, but this is God’s—holiness. 

You say, “Paul, can you be a bit more practical, maybe?” He says, “Sexual purity.” Purity. That’s God’s urge, and the urge perhaps most neglected. How are we supposed to heed this urge to holiness in a world of such challenge? I mean, holiness and sexuality seems out of sight, out of touch, it feels out of style and some of us don’t even know what it is or how to get it or even why. But that’s what God wants—holiness. Why? Because He wants you. He created you to be His. He made you, fashioned you in His image and He designed you in such a way that you would enjoy the highest pleasure when you fulfill your purpose to please Him. 
God doesn’t want to kill pleasure, He created it. He’s not trying to destroy it, He’s defending it. He’s not trying to limit love, He’s unleashing love so that it can abound. With everyone aiming to please themselves, Paul urges, “Don’t settle. Aim higher. Aim for the pleasure of God. But how?

The challenges are there, at least three. It’s out of sight, out of reach, out of style. What do you say to those? Well, let me take the first. When sexual holiness fades out of sight, when you’re overwhelmed by the world and wondering what even is holiness? When tv ratings aren’t necessarily reliable, when your class requires those types of novels, when all your kid’s friends have an Iphone with that App, when everyone else has seen that movie, what’s God’s standard for holiness? When it fades out of sight what do you do?

I. When it Fades Out of Sight: Recall the Objective (4:1-3)

Like soldiers deep in a mission, you recall the objective. Your objective is to please God. 

College freshman are notorious for a lot of things. At the top of the list probably is procrastination. For the first time, they’re in a class where the homework isn’t due the first week or the second, sometimes not even until the last week. Five months of freedom. It’s great! Now don’t get me wrong. The assignments are given. There’s a syllabus with a standard, it’s just neglected because there’s no reminders. And everyone else is ignoring it. And so you’re going surfing, spending time with the girls, out playing games, until that last week when you dig through the backpack, pull out the paper and realize there’s a standard that you’ve forgotten. And not a few kids arrive unprepared and fail to meet it. 

Just because we neglect God’s standards doesn’t mean they’ve changed or that they aren’t clear. Recall the objective that we live not to please ourselves, but God. He wants us to be holy and His standard is clear in verse 3. Purity. 
“….abstain from sexual immorality.” (1 Thessalonians 4:3 ESV)

Purity. The world laughs. “What a joke! You’re repressed.” Even us though, sometimes we lack clarity. The standard is one we forget and neglect, our lives become lax, or we drift into legalism. But what we must wonder is the standard of God. What kind of purity will end with Him pleased? Is it courtship? Is it virginity? Is it a list of rules? Is it a ring we wear, a ball we attend, a document we sign? Clearly God cares. It’s His will. So, what does He mean “abstain from sexual immorality”? There are two ideas here: abstinence and sexual immorality. 
First, abstinence. To abstain means to completely avoid or totally restrain from doing or enjoying something. Completely cut off. 
I woke up one morning and I was with an old roommate and a friend. They were making a pact. They had decided to go on a diet, a juice fast cleanse. Crazy Californians! They asked if I wanted to join. Sure, I’ll do it. Eat nothing for three days, just juice and water. How bad could that be? Well, I down a bottle of prune juice and then go for a jog. By 9:45 I’d learned a lesson about prune juice and friendship. Never join a diet on a whim. Around lunch time, I was starving. I realized now what I actually had promised. Abstaining from all forms of food—no lunch, no dinner, no meat, no dairy, no produce, no dessert. So, I started to reason with myself. Surely I need not abstain from fruit. I mean, it’s a kind of juice. Surely I need not abstain from vegetables, and hey, look! Wheat bread. Well, later that evening, my roommate returns. I avoid eye contact because of the shame at my failure. He senses my embarrassment and he asks if I cheated. So, I confess. I didn’t abstain. It was just a few bites, but I’d broken the pact. So I braced for a lecture, and he goes, “Me too.” Needless to say, our diet ended prematurely. We didn’t abstain.

Abstaining means not one bite. Not moderation, abstention. Clean cut. Like surgery. A tumor was there, and now it’s gone. And God’s standard for purity is no exceptions. Zero sexual immorality. So what is that? What is sexual immorality?

You’ve likely heard the Greek word is porneia, related to the word “pornography.” It’s a general word that can refer to a lot of different ways that people act as if they’re married, when they aren’t. So, fornication, adultery, homosexuality, incest, prostitution. Perhaps as we consider this, it’s best to just understand it as any sexual activity outside of God’s design. 
So, listen to this, though. We’re not commanded to abstain from sexuality, we’re commanded to abstain from immorality. Sexuality is within God’s design. It’s a gift. He designed it. And by His standards, it can and is commanded to be enjoyed. From the very beginning, God designs men and fashions women so that emotionally, physically, mentally, they come together and become one flesh. Unity in diversity. God’s design.

And man sees woman. And the first spoken words are a poem of wonder. “Man” in the Hebrew is ish and the word for “woman” is isha. There’s just this sense when Adam speaks that the woman puts the a in the ish. Something special because sexuality is God’s precious wedding gift. 
It’s the kind of love that He enjoys in a sense, within the Trinity. He enjoys the unity and diversity here, and He teaches us about Himself in many ways. And this is one. Sexuality, like everything, is about God. It’s His glory at stake, a picture of Christ’s love for His Bride, the Church. 

Why do you think Satan is so intent on attacking it? And why God works so hard to defend it? He forbids adultery and by doing so, He builds a wall around marriage, not that makes it a prison, but defends intimacy as a beautiful and safe garden. His design is one man and one woman in marriage for the benefit of the other. And sexual activity outside of that is immorality. Sexual activity within the same gender is not according to God’s design. It’s immorality. Sexual activity before marriage, outside of marriage is not according to God’s design. It’s immorality. Sexual activity between one man, one woman in marriage, for the benefit of the other, purity. That’s about God. Sexuality, like everything, is about God. 

But purity goes deeper than just the physical. That’s why legalism will never suffice. Because the law doesn’t change what we love. God’s standard is not virginity of the body, but purity of the heart. You can be defiled by physical sin, but you’re also defiled from within. 

“Out of the heart come evil thoughts and adultery and sexual immorality.” (Matthew 15:19 ESV)

Christ said, “Everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart.” (Matthew 5:28 ESV)

God will not settle for your body if He does not have your heart. He wants you. He wants your love, all of it. And we are filled with lust. We’re desiring what we don’t have and this kind of lust does not bow to legalism, human standards. It has the appearance of wisdom, but it’s not of value in stopping the indulgences of the flesh. If your sole objective is just physical purity, you’ve forgotten the true objective: to please God. If your heart is hungry with lust to please self, it matters not where you are, you will always find something on which to feed. 
But God said even “covetousness must be put away and not named among you.” (Ephesians 5:3 ESV) 
That’s God’s standard for purity, your heart. And that’s a standard that’s out of sight because our concern is usually not with holiness, but happiness. Only we’ve been deceived because true happiness is not found without holiness. 

How often do we search for the will of God in the big moments of life, and yet we neglect what he’s told us for the daily ones? Would we actually listen if He spoke? If we ignore His will in the daily moments, why would we heed His will in the dire ones? Here is His will: your sanctification, that you would be pure. He wants you separated from sin and to Him. He wants you. 

So there you have it. God’s standard: purity. Zero sexual activity outside of His design. Not one thought, not one glance, not one outfit, one touch that stirs sexual desire outside of this standard. And when it feels out of sight like that and it fades away, you need to recall the objective.  Recall the objective, which is to please God. That is our aim. To do that takes more than our flesh because there is not a man among us who has not failed in the purity of the heart, save one. One Man in whom God was well pleased, His beloved Son. That Man who came to die having never done wrong, and bore the guilt of our hearts so that we could be purified. It is through His work alone that pleasing God is even possible. And we are made holy. His Spirit that is holy within us, producing His fruit. And so we abide in Him for apart from Him, we can do nothing and yet through Him, all things are possible. This is Jesus, Jesus among us. And yet immorality is all around, on the screen, on radio, in stores, in force. So who will you live to please? Your friends, your parents, your children, your neighbors, your spouse, yourself? Recall the objective. Our aim is higher. We aim for the pleasure of God. 

You might say, “Are you kidding me? Sexual holiness? Purity of the heart? That is out of reach. It’s too far! What about then? When it feels out of reach?” When you’re challenged by desire and you’re thinking “How could I ever really be holy? It’s impossible, unattainable, inaccessible. The finish line is too far. I’ve fallen too hard. I’ve already been impure in the past. I’m already living together. It’s too expensive to move. My job requires that I work this late. Or, I need that device, that Iphone.” You’re only sixteen. You’ve got years to wait. It feels out of reach. What do you do? You go to war and you fight for victory.

II. When it Feels Out of Reach: Fight For Victory (4:4-6a)

An illustration is often used about the world war. During that time of fierce fighting some historians suggest that there was a turning point on the beaches of Normandy. Some suggest that on D-Day, the outcome of the war had already been determined. Now if we’re going to believe these historians, then in one sense the war was over, but the enemy didn’t give up. In fact, the fight intensified. It wasn’t until much later that the enemy would surrender and we would celebrate victory on VE-Day. 

Now it’s true that Jesus has conquered death and sin. That is the cross. Victory has been secured. D-Day! It is finished! The outcome is secure, but that doesn’t mean we’re out of the fight. Victory is certain, and yet, we’re here and it’s intense. One day, we will be together in triumph and victory because of what Jesus has done. And yet, He calls us into this fight now. To fight for the victory that’s already been won. 

How is this possible? How does He call us to do this? There’s three practical ways Paul gives you to think through this, to fight for purity. Control yourself. Separate yourself. And then respect your neighbor. So, discipline, distinction and then deference. We’ll look at these in turn.  

1. Discipline: Learn self-control over your body’s passions. (4:4)

“that each one of you know how to control his own body in holiness and honor.” 

Self-control. A life of holiness with an end result of honor. A work that is God’s, yes. A work that He promises to do. That’s a victory He’s won. In fact, if you look at chapter 3 verse 13, He’s the one who establishes our “hearts blameless in holiness.” And in chapter 5 verse 23, the God of peace himself will sanctify us completely. Our whole spirit and soul, our body kept blameless. He who calls us is faithful; he will surely do it. This is a secure victory, a work God is doing. And yet, He calls us to join. We’re not adding to the work, but He’s working through us. And He calls us to give Him glory by exercising self-control, a Fruit of the Spirit He produces. 

I had two dogs growing up. Baruk was a smart golden lab and Sarabi was this beast of a dog called a Boerboel. They bred them in the old days to defend the land from lions. She wasn’t very smart, though. So Baruk, we could teach him tricks. He’d sit down and we’d toss him food. He could roll over. He’d run and do stuff. When he did something wrong, he’d get embarrassed and scoot all the way up and lick your toes. Sarabi, she had no idea what was going on. Well, Baruk, I could eat a hole out of a piece of bread and then put it on his snout and he’d sit there and just drool, until I told him to eat it. He’d eat it. Sarabi, if you showed her bread, it was gone. I’d only known Sarabi for a little bit. Baruk, I’d known since he was a little puppy. We had a relationship and there was a form of trust that had been built. He learned discipline. There was a relationship there. And Paul’s saying, “Look. As a Christian, you have a relationship with God. There’s something different. You need to learn the discipline, trust and have self-control. 

This comes from abiding in Christ. It’s a fruit He produces, but it doesn’t mean it’s not work. It’s work! Salvation, while it’s a gift of God worked in us by God, that doesn’t negate in Philippians 2 that in fear and trembling, it’s worked out by us. A mystery, in a sense. And even in the end, the actual purpose is that God works, and sound familiar, wills for His good pleasure. And then He calls us control yourself. Fight for victory. And this isn’t just for one gender. There are many differences between men and women, but sin is not one of them. Control yourself. As one woman said, “You have only to be pure for 60 seconds a minute.” So many little moments to choose to give God glory, to trust Him. Paul disciplined his body. He calls us to put on Christ. 

You say, “How? How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to his word.” (Psalm 119:9)

Jesus said, “sanctify them in the truth. Your word is truth.” (John 17:17)

This is the truth that sets us free. No longer slaves to sin, we need to abide in Him and His Word abiding in us. We need God’s Word. 
John says, “You have overcome the evil one.” (1 John 2:13 & 14)

You are strong because His word abides in you. We need the Word of God. And what does it say? 

It tells us “put on the Lord Jesus and make no provision for the flesh to gratify its desires. (Romans 13:13-14) 

We have to learn to make it hard to sin. The problems begin with other senses. Thinking with our minds what we ought not imagine. Looking with our eyes at what we ought not study. Listening with our ears to what we ought not entertain. Speaking with our mouths what we ought not utter. Touching with our hands what we ought not fondle. Traveling with our feet where we ought not visit. This war is every moment. And we wage it. It’s a victory won, but we fight it. And we need discipline.

You need to know your weaknesses. There is an enemy prowling like a lion out to get you. And you need to know the patterns of your heart. What is it that tempts you in this area and in all areas? What shows, what stores, what people, what websites, which times of day, what games, what devices, which locations, what circumstances? When you’re alone? When you’re tired? When you’re bored? When you’re sad or discouraged or angry? What triggers? These are things you have to learn and learn how to give glory to God by trusting Him. Self-control! Singles, learn self-control for the glory of God. Parents, model and teach self-control for your children and help them in these areas. They don’t know what the danger is. Married couples, practice self-control. Harmless flirtation has no place in war. Ask for help and get others involved. Pray for us. Repentance invites scrutiny. God is too valuable. We will not forfeit Him for any pleasure. 

How serious would we take this? How drastic would we be?
“If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell.” (Matthew 5:29) 
Jesus told us, “Look! This is serious. You take sin seriously.” You’d say, “Get rid of my phone?” If that’s what it takes. “Change my job?” If that’s what it takes, you do it. You fight for victory because God won’t settle for less than you. He wants you. And when you’re feeling overwhelmed, you don’t forget this is something God is doing and as much as a difficulty that it is, He’s calling us into it. He also is promising He will do it. He is faithful. He will do it. Fight for that victory. Honor God with discipline. It’s a fruit of the Spirit that Jesus produces: self-control.                    
2. Distinction: Be separate from the world’s practices. (4:5)

Separate yourself. Distinguish yourself from the world’s practices. 

“not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God.” 

Don’t act like people who don’t know God. You’re studying Romans. You know God. You know theology. Paul says, “You can be different. You can aim higher. Aim not for your own pleasures, but the pleasure of God. You know who God is. Distinguish yourselves. Don’t be like the non-Christian who just does something because it makes them feel good.” If it makes you happy, why not? The reason is, that they don’t know God. Paul says, “their minds are darkened and without understanding.” You’re different. “Wake up,” he says. 
“Don’t go on sinning for some have no knowledge of God.” (1 Corinthians 15:34 ESV) 
They call it love, but really it’s lust. And yet, we’ve been introduced to true love, 1 Corinthians 13, patient love, selfless love, sacrificial love. God says, “You know Me. Don’t be like pagans controlled by their flesh, enslaved to their own urges. You know One that is eternally higher—the love of God.” And it changes the way we live, what we watch, what we do, where we go. Be different. Be separate. You know true love. 

Can you hear Him wooing you as an infant, pursuing you as a husband, calling you as a Father, this God who has died for you? True love. And He did so, so that you could be holy and pure, a work He will do. And yet you honor Him and bring Him glory as you let Him change you. This is the kind of love that we’re called into. We control ourselves, we separate ourselves, and third, we respect our neighbor. Discipline, distinction and third, deference.
3. Deference: Be selfless towards other people (4:6a)

“that no one transgress and wrong his brother in this matter….”

Don’t overstep the bounds. We’ve seen some who maybe were overstepping into adultery, taking something that isn’t yours. He says, “Don’t do that. Respect your neighbor. Don’t use other people. These are people made in My image.” Sin is never just about one person. It always affects others. Sin separates, it always separates. And God says, “No. Love. Respect your neighbor because by doing so, you respect Me.” 

This is how you fight for purity. You fight for love. You respect your neighbor. You don’t cheat other people, not in film, not online, not a girlfriend or boyfriend, not another man’s spouse. You respect them. You separate yourself. You distinguish yourself because you know God and you have control because God is changing you in that work. This is a victory He has secured. And I know it feels out of reach sometimes. 
I know you’d say, “I’ve tried. I’m struggling. I’m discouraged.” And God says, “Keep going. Abound in love still more and more.” He put this in here because He knows you would struggle. He knows that you would face this. He knows your enemy and He asks you to fight for holiness, to persevere. Jesus will be with you in that. You say, “I’ve already failed. I’ve already looked at those sights. I’ve done those deeds. I’ve said those words. I’ve read those books. I’m impure. For me it’s over.” Don’t be afraid. The guilt of sin is a dark place to be. A hidden closet we close. We want to forget. We lock it. We bury it. Because then we’re reminded of God’s judgment. 
1 Corinthians says, “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality”…these people won’t “inherit the kingdom of God.” (1 Corinthians 6:9-10 ESV)
Terrifying! But Christians aren’t people who have not made mistakes. They’re people whose mistakes have been forgiven. 
And God says, “Such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” (1 Corinthians 6:11)

That sin, the one that you’ve locked away, the closet you’ve closed and are too scared to open, you take out the key, you open the door, you step in there. And do you know what is waiting for you? Jesus is already in there and He’s taken care of it. The places you’re most afraid to go, Jesus is there. Our guilt, God’s judgment, that is the cross. The most terrifying place to be except that’s where Jesus is. And we go there to Him and He says, “It’s finished!” 
He says, “Take heart. I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33 ESV)

You go to Him and let Him do His work. Let Him give glory to God by teaching you to fight for victory. When you’re tempted to please yourself, you aim higher. You aim for the pleasure of God. Recall the objective to please Him. Fight for victory to please Him. 
But what of this third challenge? When holiness is just out of style? When you see the world’s allure and wonder “is it really worth it? Why even try to be holy?” When purity is lame, it’s uncool, it’s pointless, when everyone else dresses like that and everyone else watches those movies, when what harm is a little fantasy? Remember the stakes.

III. When It Falls Out of Style: Remember the Stakes (4:6b-8)

On our retreats, we’ve taken students on a boat. We cruise around the lake and enjoy the view. But there’s one thing that nobody ever wants to do. Nobody wants to put on a life vest. It’s just not super fashionable. It’s bulky, uncomfortable. Have you ever seen someone walking with a life vest on land? You know, just going through the mall with a big life vest on? No. Because there’s no reason, right? But if you’re out on the ocean, like those Alaskan crab fishermen, they’re wearing a life vest. They’re not afraid of fashion because they care about life. They know what’s important. They know why. The world doesn’t get why purity is important. They don’t understand, but we do. We know the dangers. We remember what’s at stake. Our safety, our identity, our intimacy with God are at stake. 

Three reasons to fight for purity:

1. Safety: Don’t suffer God’s punishment. (4:6b)
People who serve their own urges in place of God’s will suffer His punishment. 

Be holy “because the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as we told you beforehand and solemnly warned you.” 

We’re telling you, God is an avenger! This is a legal title here. A God of vengeance and when it comes to sexual purity, it’s a special kind of vengeance. 
“Put to death what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming.” (Colossians 3:5-6)

Why is he so intense? Because this avenger is Jesus. And He’s a zealous Husband protecting His Bride. He died for her and He’s coming back to get her, and He will slay the dragon to save her. He’s intense and He wants her pure. 
“Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.” (Ephesians 5:25-27 ESV) 

Do you remember your wedding day? How hard would you fight to protect your bride from harm? You know what’s at stake. This is Christ’s Bride and He’s an avenger. 
“Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral person sins against his own body. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.” (1 Corinthians 6:18-20) 
Jesus is the great avenger! 
“Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous.” (Hebrews 13:4)

You say, “This is scary!” I know. This is what’s at stake. We may be free from condemnation, but there is a discipline of God. Remember the stakes. There’s names that make us shudder. Samson and Judah and David, a man of God, a man who repented, a man who was forgiven, and yet a man who suffered consequences. He lost his son and his family would never be the same. You remember the stakes.

I’m not saying every trial in life is the fault of your sin. That’s a mistake of the friends of Job. I’m saying that every sin in your life has consequences. You honor the Judge. And listen! This isn’t something we should be afraid of or avoid. Because as we enter into this truth and we hear these fearful trumpets of God coming in judgment, they signal that He is coming to rescue His beautiful Bride, the Church. He’s coming to get us. He’s coming to save us. We honor Him. 

Remember the stakes. Your safety and your…

2. Identity: Don’t sabotage God’s purpose (4:7)

“For God has not called us for impurity, but in holiness.”

Like a person working out, they’re trying to lose weight, they come home and they get a little bit lost in the fridge and their entire purpose is sabotaged. God has a purpose for us. He’s called us. He’s preparing us for this time of being saved by Christ. And look, election is not an excuse for sin. You’d say, “I’m elected. I’m saved. I’m chosen by God and I don’t have to be holy.” Election is an encouragement for holiness. Embrace your calling. And you’re called into holiness. When you yield to impurity, it’s not surprising that you feel guilty and get sad and discouraged. You’ve sabotaged your purpose. You go back to Christ. He saved you. Not because of good works, but for them. And He calls you to fulfill that purpose, your calling, embrace it. Why be holy? Remember the stakes, safety, identity, and then third…
3. Intimacy: Don’t spurn God’s Spirit (4:8)

You don’t want to suffer God’s punishment, sabotage His purpose and third, you don’t want to spurn His Person. 

“Therefore whoever disregards this, disregards not man, but God, who gives his Holy Spirit to you.”

This isn’t humanity, this is divinity. This is God. If you are a Christian, Jesus has placed His Holy Spirit within you and He’s called you to holiness empowered by that Spirit. Our body is a temple. We’re not our own. (1 Corinthians 6:19) We’ve been purchased and we reject holiness. We don’t reject man, we reject God and we grieve His Spirit. We grieve the Trinity and we despise His gift. We’ve spurned the intimacy of God. If we want to be a church who comes and enjoys worship and praise to God and enjoys His Word and is changed together and has an impact on the world, we need to be close with Him. We need that intimacy. He says, “When you forsake holiness, you forsake Me.” Purity is a blessing because with it comes intimacy with God. 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”  (Matthew 5:8)

He’s coming back to get us and we purify ourselves as He is pure. It’s a work that He’s doing, but we need to embrace it. And this is the gift: His Holy Spirit and we need to cherish it. Cherish the Gift. This is what’s at stake. We honor the judge. We embrace our calling. We cherish the Gift. 
Why is God so intense? Because He’s zealous for what He loves. He loves His church. He loves you. He wants you and so He calls you into holiness. He didn’t choose you because you were clean, but because He chose you, He will make you clean. And that is a work He promises to do it. Your sin cannot win. Jesus wins. He wants His bride pure. He is faithful. He will do it. And when you’re tempted to look for pleasure in other things for yourself, aim higher. Aim for the pleasure of God. 

It was years ago at a park in California that I met a young man. I asked him what he did and discovered he was an actor, things that he was ashamed of. In the conversation, he was very proud and embarrassed. He’d disappointed his family, but he was paid so much money. And he only had to work just a few months and the rest of his life was a joy ride. He had nice cars and four wheelers, boats and homes. So I asked him, “Do you want to know about forgiveness in Jesus? He said, “Maybe later.” He wanted forgiveness. He told me. He just didn’t want to give up what he had. 
Are you thinking today, “Maybe later?” What pleasures has Satan to keep you at bay? He can draw you in deeper. The only way out is to look up and aim higher. When you settle for the urges of the flesh, you neglect the urge of God and if you don’t care for His will, He can grant you yours. That path is a scary one to travel because very few from it return. There is a better way, a higher urge, an urge for you to become holy like Jesus. An urge for you to be made holy through Jesus. An urge for you to enjoy holiness in Jesus in the most desperate moments of temptation. God never ceases urging. He’s says, “Aim higher because not a thing on earth ever satisfies like Me.” 

