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We’re going to open up our Bible’s this morning to Matthew 28. We’re going to look at Matthew’s gospel and the account of the resurrection. Every one of the four gospels gives an account of the resurrection, each of them giving and adding different details, all meshing together in this one great story. The message of the gospel in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John all climax here at the resurrection of Jesus Christ.   

“Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 8 So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.”

11 While they were going, behold, some of the guard went into the city and told the chief priests all that had taken place. 12 And when they had assembled with the elders and taken counsel, they gave a sufficient sum of money to the soldiers 13 and said, “Tell people, ‘His disciples came by night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ 14 And if this comes to the governor's ears, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” 15 So they took the money and did as they were directed. And this story has been spread among the Jews to this day.
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

He is risen!  
{Congregational Response:}He is risen indeed!
The Apostle Paul speaks of the importance of the bodily resurrection in 1 Corinthians chapter 15. This is what he says:
“And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain.” (1 Corinthians 15:14 ESV)

“And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.” (1 Corinthians 15:17-19 ESV) 

Easter Sunday is not about a spiritual resurrection of Jesus in the hearts of His followers. That’s not what Easter is about. Easter Sunday is about a bodily resurrection of Jesus from the dead. The Christian’s entire life rests upon the historic truthfulness of Jesus’ bodily resurrection from the dead. If Jesus did not bodily rise, we misrepresent God when we proclaim His Gospel. If Jesus’ did not bodily rise from the dead, we have a Savior who was defeated by sin and death on the cross. If Jesus’ did not bodily rise from the dead, our Gospel is proved to be a false, mythical tale. If Jesus did not bodily rise from the dead, we should not worship Him for He would be a sinful man like us. If Jesus did not bodily rise from the dead, we should not be in church on this Sunday morning. If Jesus did not bodily rise from the dead, we would have no power to stand against Satan and against sin. If Jesus did not bodily rise from the dead, we would have no hope of heaven and an eternal inheritance with God. We would have no joy in communion with God Himself. 
But thank God, Jesus did bodily rise from the dead and God gave us convincing proof to testify to that life changing fact. The resurrection of Jesus is the joy of the Christian! The resurrection of Jesus is our song every Sunday! Our Lord and Savior is not dead! He is alive, He is alive, He is alive! 

Friends, this is the central question: “Did Jesus bodily rise from the dead or did He not?” Our answer to that question changes everything for us. One liberal theologian was asked by the Washington Post, “What if Christ didn’t rise?” She responded, “If the bones of Jesus were found tomorrow it would make no great difference to me. I would go on going to church, as would the majority of Christians.” Friends, that is not true for me and I hope it’s not true for you. If the bones of Jesus were found tomorrow, I would no longer be a Christian. I would no longer be a follower of Jesus. I agree with church historian Philip Schaff, "The resurrection of Christ is either the greatest miracle or the greatest delusion which history records." There is no glory, there is no beauty, no splendor in a dead and decaying Messiah. 

But our confidence is not shaken, because Jesus did not leave any bones to find. The tomb in which He was laid is still empty. On Good Friday, the cross hid the bright glory of God’s Son, but the resurrection shines His glory to us more spectacularly and more surely than any fireworks display. We bow in joyful wonder before Jesus when we consider His bodily resurrection. And that is our privilege this morning. 

The central truth of Matthew 28 is that the glory of the risen Jesus moves us to worship and enjoy Him now and forever. This is our chief purpose in life—to simply enjoy and worship God in all of His glory, displayed in Jesus. This chapter is written for that very purpose, so that we would. If someone asks me why I am a Christian, I would reply, “Because God’s Son became a man, and He died upon a cross for my sin and He bodily rose on the third day.”  
Let’s look to Matthew to testify as a first century witness to the events of that first Easter morning.  If you are taking notes this morning, we are planning to consider:  

The Events of Easter Sunday Morning

The Significance of Easter Sunday Morning

The Commands of Easter Sunday Morning

The Joy of Easter Sunday Morning
I. The Events of Easter Sunday Morning 
Sometimes the church sings the Easter hymn, “He Lives.”  

“He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today!
He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way.
He lives, He lives, salvation to impart!”

So far, so good! That’s a great lyric. But then it says this:
“You ask me how I know He lives?
  He lives within my heart.”
Those last two lines of that song have never set well with me. “You ask me how I know He lives?” I’m a bit disappointed by that song’s answer. I’m looking for something solid upon which to rest my life, my feet, to believe in Jesus’ bodily resurrection. Those lines of this song only offer a subjective experience of the singer. Now I understand it. I also have a subjective reason for believing in Jesus’ resurrection. I also have Jesus living in my heart and that’s a true testimony of His resurrection. 

But Matthew, Mark, Luke and John writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit gives us a much stronger foundation. God Himself testifies to real, historical events that God records in His Word and that the Holy Spirit uses to convince us of the truthfulness of God’s testimony regarding His own Son.   
If you ask me how I know He lives, here’s what I will say: “I do not rely upon my feelings, but I know He lives because God testified to His Son’s resurrection in His Book. And He gives us confirming evidence of Jesus’ resurrection in the events surrounding the resurrection, events recorded by four different eye witnesses. God then presses His truth to our hearts by the Holy Spirit. He opens my eyes to see Him in His Word. My certainty comes from God’s testimony in His Word and through the workings of His Holy Spirit to reveal its truthfulness to me. That is why I know He lives.”  
Now, that’s a lot harder to sing, granted. It’s not nearly as catchy! But it is a much stronger reason to believe in Jesus’ resurrection. When we look at God’s Word, we find that there are no sound explanations to the events of that first Easter other than the bodily resurrection of our Lord. No fact of ancient history possesses as much documentation as the fact of Jesus’ resurrection from this tomb.   
Friend, if you do not believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus this morning, first, I’m thankful you’re here. Secondly, I want you to know that I pray that God will work in your heart and your mind to convince you of this truth. Why do I pray that? I pray that because I desire for you to know and enjoy the living God, to see the glory of God in the face of Jesus. And I know that you will not be able to see the glory of God in the face of Jesus until you become convinced of this central truth of the bodily resurrection of Jesus.   

Well, let’s look at a few of the particulars. Five events that Matthew records to give us joy in Jesus’ resurrection.  

Event #1: The plan to guard the tomb.
“When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. And he rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.

The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise.’ Therefore order the tomb to be made secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away and tell the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,’ and the last fraud will be worse than the first.” 
Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can.” So they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard.” (Matthew 27:57–66 ESV)

These soldiers remembered that Jesus over and over and over prophesied that He would die and that He would rise again. A guard is not 2 or 3 soldiers. Most historians tell us that a Roman guard was anywhere between 10 – 30 soldiers. So it’s a large group that were to take watch for three days to make sure that nothing would happen as a way of fulfillment of this prophecy that Jesus gave about Himself. Understand that the Roman guard’s punishment for dereliction of duty, for falling asleep at his post, was death. And every one of those guards, hardened army men, understood that, when they were sent by Pilate to guard the tomb and set a seal over it.  

Irony is found all throughout this event of the guard being set. First, there is irony that God had Jesus’ enemies remember Jesus’ prophecies about His bodily resurrection while His own disciples appeared to have forgotten it altogether. Isn’t that ironic? Of all the people who were going to remember that Jesus said this over and over and over, you’d think it would be His disciples. But they were in despair. They have no thought that there’s going to be a resurrection. Yet His enemies were thinking, “Wait a minute! He promised to rise from the dead. After all, He raised Lazarus from the grave. Uh oh! That was big trouble for us. How much trouble would it be for us if Jesus rose from the grave. Let’s set a guard to make sure that doesn’t happen.”   

Second, there is irony that these religious leaders interrupted their worship of God on the Sabbath to meet with a Gentile—Pilate, who represented this Roman rule that they hated—to conspire with him against the Son of God. These are guys who did not break Sabbath for anything. They were amazingly religious people. Yet here they are on Saturday meeting with a Roman ruler. Notice also that in verse 63, they say the word “sir.” Now you have to put your Greek glasses on for a moment. That word translated “sir” in the English Standard Version is “kurios,” or “Lord.” What they are calling Pilate is “Lord.” Matthew only uses this term to reference a deity, someone you subject yourself to, someone you bow down to. How twisted religion becomes when it loses sight of God and of His Son!

The final irony is perhaps the most striking of all to me. God ordained for the religious leaders’ plan, a plan that was intended to keep people from believing, to become a plan which actually proved and helped people to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the King. If the religious leaders had not positioned a Roman guard near the tomb, the lie that the disciples came and stole the body would be believable. But their plan to keep that from happening actually became a plan that God sovereignly used to confirm the resurrection of His Son. Who is going to believe that anyone would steal the body after a stone had been rolled against it and a Roman guard, 10-30 men, were set there to make sure that nothing would happen to that, underneath the penalty of death?     
Please know that the enemies of Jesus wanted desperately for everyone to forget about Him. But now, after Easter, one fact could not be denied as a result of their plot. And that is, the tomb is empty. They could not produce a body. 

Event #2: The preparation of Jesus’ body by the women. 

 “Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb.”  (Matthew 28:1 ESV)

These two women knew where the tomb was because on Friday, they saw Joseph of Arimathea placing the body in the tomb and rolling a great stone against it. On Sunday morning, these women arrive at the tomb to prepare the body, to put spices on the body. The last thing that these women expected as they were carrying their spices to this tomb, was that the tomb would be empty. They had no anticipation. They were not hoping for an empty tomb, they were not thinking about an empty tomb. All that they could think about was that their Lord Jesus had died upon the cross and His body needed to be honored with burial spices. They were shocked by what they found! These are not witnesses who manufacture a story as they desire it and long for it and hope for it. These are witnesses who needed to be convinced. 

Some skeptics say, “Oh, Matthew made up the story of these women coming to the grave.” Well, first we would have to conclude that Mark, Luke and John, separately writing in different places and different locations, also must have made up this same story. They all placed these women as the first witnesses. Furthermore, if you are creating a story to convince people of the truthfulness of the resurrection, if you were a Jew, the last person you would have as your star witnesses are women. And the reason is, in Jewish culture, a woman’s testimony in a court of law wasn’t even valid. So it would be ridiculous to create a story where women are the center of the testimony. 

And even more than that, who is the leading star witness? It’s Mary Magdalene. Do you remember Mary Magdalene? She was the woman who had seven demons, not long ago, until she met Jesus and Jesus liberated her from demonic control. (Luke 8:2) Now think about this! This is a woman who all her life lived under the control of the demonic realm. Let me ask you, what kind of reputation would she have had in that community? She’s a crazy lady! She’s a lady you couldn’t trust at all, and yet, here she is as the star witness that Matthew, Mark, Luke and John all bring forward to say, “This is the first person who saw the Lord Jesus.” Isn’t it wonderful the way God uses the foolish things of this world to confound the wise and the weak things to shame the strong? That’s what He’s doing here by bringing forward Mary Magdalene.       

Event #3: The pronouncement by the angel of the Lord. 

 “And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples.”  (Matthew 28:2–8 ESV)

The angel of the Lord descends, and as the angel descends, there’s this huge earthquake. And this angel comes and rolls back the stone and then this angel sits on it. I love that! He just sits on top of this stone. His appearance as he’s sitting on top of this stone is like lightning and all this guard sees him. They feel the earthquake, they see this angel, they tremble, and they become like dead men. Again, these are battle-hardened guys. 

Anyone who is seeking Jesus need not be afraid. The women went out and they had this great mixture. It’s the mixture of Christian worship, of fear, of intense reverence and awe before God, and of great joy. God sent an angel to announce the resurrection of His Son just as He did in Matthew 2 to announce the birth of His Son.  

Notice that the stone was rolled away. The guards were present to keep the stone from being moved, but they couldn’t stop this angel. This angel was too powerful, too glorious, too mighty. Many have noted that the stone was not rolled away for Jesus’ sake. Later, Jesus is going to walk through a wall in order to be with His disciples. So the stone didn’t need to be rolled away so that Jesus could get out of the tomb. The stone was rolled away for us, so that we might see that His body is no longer there, that He is risen, that the tomb is empty. We needed some historical evidence, and God gladly gave it to us. He gave it to us in the form of these witnesses, and He gave it to us in the form of a stone that was rolled away and an empty tomb. 
If you are a skeptic and you’re here today and you would say, “I don’t know if I can believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus. That’s a little too much.” I ask that you be a bit more skeptical. The problem with skeptics, and this is what I would challenge you with, is that you’re not skeptical enough. It’s not that you’re too skeptical, but you too easily believe. So here’s this concocted tale: 
The disciples came and stole the body. Really, think about that! What are your other alternatives you have to believe? Become a bit skeptical of some of those alternatives because they’re outlandish. It’s outlandish to think that these disciples would sneak over, roll this massive stone away while these guards slept, and they slept so soundly that the stone and all the motion and movement wouldn’t wake them, and then they grab the body of Jesus. For what purpose? After all, they were already afraid for their lives and they were hiding in fear at this. And then they announce that Jesus is risen and they end up announcing it all the way to the point of their deaths as they died martyrs before Him. Does that really sound plausible? 

What happened to Jesus’ body? The explanation is here in verse 6.  
“He is not here, for he has risen, as he said.”
Event #4: The bodily presence of the resurrected Christ. 

“And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.””  (Matthew 28:9–10 ESV)

He meets these women, and they’re the first people He appeared to. I love that! Again, He comes back to these women as the first appearance. Not only are they given the first announcement by the angel, but now the first appearance by the resurrected Lord. Jesus sets aside all doubts as to what happened to His body. Remember how cruelly his body had been treated just days before. Yet here, Jesus is so strong, so beautiful, so lively, so glorious that the women’s first response was not one of pity and compassion, anymore. Remember how He had been treated just on Friday. This is Sunday morning. What is their response? His body is so glorious that they fall down upon their faces and grab hold of His feet. I love that! They grab on to his very human feet, the feet of His body, and they worship Him. They are speechless in their adoration before Him. They are overwhelmed by the wonder that is the risen Christ! And that is to be the experience of each one of us as Christians. That we are overwhelmed by the glory of the risen Christ and we enjoy Him, and we fall down in adoration before Him. 
Note how Jesus receives their worship.  He does not say, “Only God is to be worshipped.” No. He receives their worship. Why does Jesus receive their worship? Because He is God come in the flesh.  
Event #5: The plot to explain the empty tomb. 

“While they were going, behold, some of the guard went into the city and told the chief priests all that had taken place. And when they had assembled with the elders and taken counsel, they gave a sufficient sum of money to the soldiers and said, “Tell people, ‘His disciples came by night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ And if this comes to the governor’s ears, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” So they took the money and did as they were directed. And this story has been spread among the Jews to this day.”  (Matthew 28:11–15 ESV)

Now the guards are in trouble. They don’t know what to do. The seal has been broken. That enough, is dereliction of their duty. The body is gone. The stone has been rolled away. They’re not to roll the stone away. They let somebody else do that. They know it’s an angel. They don’t know how to explain it. They’re just afraid for their life. And they come back to the religious leaders to tell them what happened. And I imagine they told them exactly what happened. They told them there was an angel that came down from heaven. An earthquake rocked the ground underneath us. The angel rolled the stone away and he sat upon it and he was like lightning. That’s what he looked like. 

And here’s the religious leaders. It shows the hardness of heart of one who resists God. They said, “I tell you what. Let’s give you some money and you just tell everybody that the disciples came and stole the body. If the emperor comes, or Pilate comes, the governor comes and asks us about this, we’re going to cover for you so you won’t be executed. How about that?” We’re not told how much money they’re given. It must have been a huge sum for these soldiers to go along with it. But from a human standpoint, they didn’t have any better option. And remember when Jesus was hanging on the cross, in Matthew 27:41-42, you can see it right there. These are the guys who mocked Jesus.        

“So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him.”  (Matthew 27:41–42 ESV)

Friend, that’s a lie. When the heart of man is filled with self will, and that’s where we all are naturally, there is no extent to the explanations we will give to look past the testimony of God regarding His Son. It was a lie! If Jesus had come down from the cross, they wouldn’t have believed Him. Because something much greater has happened and they’re given a testimony from these guards and there’s an empty tomb, and they still won’t believe Him. Unbelief never is a matter of not having enough evidence. Unbelief in God and in Jesus as God’s Son is a matter of being unwilling to submit to God and to His rule. And that’s where these guys are. “We don’t care what you show us. We don’t care if Lazarus is raised from the dead after being in the grave for such a long time. We don’t care if these soldiers come back and give us this report of this angel and of the empty tomb. We don’t care. We will not believe because we will not submit to God and to God’s Son.” Our heart is so darkened by our rebellion against God that we will suppress any amount of evidence that God provides.  

What sign can we expect to receive from God? If you’re saying, “I’m an honest seeker. I desire to truly know whether or not God is real, God is true. I desire for that.” What sign might God give you? Here’s what Jesus said:
“Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, saying, “Teacher, we wish to see a sign from you.” But he answered them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.” (Matthew 12:38–41 ESV)

They were wanting to see a miracle. They were wanting Jesus to be a circus entertainer. Do you really want to believe and want to know God? Is that really your heart? Are you really a seeker? Because if you are, God has given you the only sign you’ll ever need, and that’s the sign of Jonah. That His Son died upon the cross and His Son rose upon the third day, and the tomb is empty. It is enough! 
II. The Significance of Easter Sunday Morning
We cannot overstate the significance of the bodily resurrection of Jesus.  Let me share with you a few precious impacts this makes upon our lives. 
Impact #1: Because Jesus rose from the grave all His promises are guaranteed. 

It’s the greatest promise that He would die and rise again. If He fulfills this one, He’s able to fulfill all of them. However on the other hand, if He doesn’t fulfill this one, then all of His promises are in question. Since Jesus bodily rose from the dead, whatever Jesus says, whatever God says in His Word, we absolutely know that it is a guarantee, that it is a certainty.  
Impact #2: Because Jesus rose from the dead, all who are in Him will also rise from the dead. 
We don’t need to fear death as people who are in Christ. Jesus said at the funeral of His friend Lazarus, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he shall die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” (John 11:25-26 ESV)  The bodily resurrection of Jesus guarantees that all of us who are in Him will rise from the dead. Death and Hell call Him victorious. Praise Him! Praise Him!

Impact #3: Because Jesus rose from the dead, we have a living Savior who intercedes for us before the Father. 
Isn’t this wonderful?! We have a living High Priest who is seated at the right hand of God. After Jesus rose from the dead, He ascended into heaven after appearing before many witnesses, over 500 eye witnesses. He ascends into Heaven and He is seated at the right hand. And what is He doing there? He is our High Priest who ever lives to make intercession for us. 

“Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.” 
(Romans 8:34 ESV)    
Isn’t that great? You know you have a High Priest who intercedes for you in your life if you are in Christ. You have a High Priest who prays to the Father on your behalf, and the Father listens to everything His Son asks. Everything! When we are discouraged, know that Jesus is interceding. When we are weakened by our sin, know that Jesus is praying for us. When we experience dark trials, know that Jesus is at the Father’s right hand talking to Him about our trials. When we face death, know that Jesus is interceding. At all times we have a High Priest who ever lives to make intercession for our every need.
Impact #4: Because Jesus rose from the dead, we have power to live a godly life. 

We don’t have to live enslaved to sin anymore because the same power that was at work in Jesus at His resurrection is now in us at work, to help us overcome every sin habit that plagues us. We are enabled by the power of Jesus’ resurrection to live a life of joy and love and peace, through Him. The power that raised Jesus from the dead is working to transform us so that we are becoming more like Jesus, and will complete that work when we die and stand before Jesus and we will be glorified. We will be like Him for we’ll see Him as He is.
Friend, I don’t know what sins have wrapped their chains around your heart and around your life. Perhaps there are lusts, perhaps there is deceit, perhaps there is greed or fear, worries or bitterness, you’re just angry at someone who hurt you. You may feel as though those sin habits are unbreakable. But I’m here to tell you the impact of Easter Sunday is so great that if you are in Christ, the power that was unleashed in Jesus’ dead body to raise Him gloriously is the same power that is at work to crack open those chains that are holding you captive in sin.
III. The Commands of Easter Sunday Morning
“He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.”” 
(Matthew 28:6–7 ESV)

Those are the two commands of Easter. So if you’re saying “How do I apply Easter Sunday truth to my life?” Well, there’s at least two ways. 

1. Come and see.

What does that mean for us today? At a minimum, it means that we stop and take some moments to consider that the tomb is empty because Jesus has rose bodily from the grave, and that He lives so that we can connect to Him and to God. We enjoy Him and enjoy His glory, be enraptured by His beauty, follow Him, submit our lives to His kingly Lordship and reign. One of the most beneficial habits we can form in our Christian life is the habit of coming to the empty tomb and seeing the glory of God in the face of Jesus. Let us everyday just simply come and see. And as we come and see, we will be changed. We will be transformed into the image of Jesus Christ. It is through coming and seeing the glory of God in the face of Jesus, the risenness of Christ, that we have the power to live a life filled with the Fruit of God’s Spirit. Love and joy and peace and patience and kindness and goodness and gentleness and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23). That’s a life! That’s a life, my friends. Come and see! “Taste and see that the Lord is good.” (Psalm 34:8)       
2. Go and tell. 

God has loved us so, that He shows us the glory of the risen Christ and gives us eternal life through Him. Isn’t that amazing to be loved in such a way?! And if that is true for you, if God has loved you and set His love so that you would see that which your natural hardened heart would never see. We’d be in the same plight as those Pharisees who were so dark and they’re looking for excuses to wiggle out from underneath the sovereignty of God. If God has graced you so that you have come and seen His glory in the face of Jesus, then the natural response is to go and tell. 

This world is broken isn’t it? It’s a mess! And it’s getting messier by the day. Every new news cycle it seems like “Oh, here we are.” We’re going darker and darker and darker and darker. Why is that? One of the reasons I believe, why our community and why our country is growing darker and darker is because Christians, God’s own people, have stopped going and stopped telling. How is the world to be changed? I’m all for voting and I’m all for political action, but those things are not going change this world. There’s no power of the resurrection in those things. The power of the resurrection is in the Gospel and that’s the reason why Jesus ends this, and I love how He ends this. He tells now this great commission to His whole group of disciples. 

“And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.”” (Matthew 28:18–20 ESV)
No one has the right to tell you that you can’t go and tell. No one! Not ever! God, the King of glory, God’s own Son has given you authority.  
I remember when my children were little, we would hide Easter eggs around the yard. Perhaps some of you are planning to do that, yet. And what did our children do when they were little and they found an egg? Did they quietly stuff it in their pocket? “Oh, that’s cool!” No! “Mom, Dad, look! I found an egg.” Do you know what that tells us? That tells us that good news naturally is to be told. If we have joy in the good news, we’re not going to kind of stuff it in our pocket and kind of keep it to ourselves. And they showed their brothers and their sisters every egg that they found as well. They’re going to go and tell because there’s some good news. “I found an egg!” If candy, or worse, an egg that’s kind of room temperature excites a little one, how should we be a people who are so thrilled with the joy of the Lord that we’re just naturally going and telling everywhere we are?
IV. The Joy of Easter Sunday Morning
Matthew closes out his gospel with these words from Jesus. And I think it’s purposeful. I know it’s purposeful. It’s the climax! It’s what the good news of the Gospel is all about. 

 “And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20 ESV)

The great treasure of the Gospel, and there are many blessings of the Gospel. But the great treasure of the Gospel is not that we have our sins forgiven. That’s wonderful, amazing, we should extol it! It’s not the great treasure of the Gospel. The great treasure of the Gospel is not even heaven. That we have an eternal inheritance in heaven where we’re going to be able to go, and where we’re going to be able to avoid judgment, and we’re going to experience this amazing place. That’s wonderful, but that’s not the great treasure of the Gospel. What is the great treasure of the Gospel? It’s right here. It’s what Jesus says. The great treasure offered in the Gospel is God Himself. 
Matthew opens up his story in this gospel by quoting the prophet Isaiah at the birth of Jesus:  
““Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).”  (Matthew 1:23 ESV)

To Matthew and to everyone who understands who God is, there is nothing more exciting than God being with us. And the Gospel of Jesus opens the door for God to be with us now and forever more. God offers us personal communion with Himself through His Son, Jesus, every day, day after day, unending in duration, all the way past the end of time. The glory of the risen Jesus moves us to worship and enjoy Him now and forever. What joy is ours!

He is risen!

{Congregational Response:} He is risen indeed! 
