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Today, we’re going to be in Romans chapter 7. We’ve been going through this great, great letter. It’s a letter that teaches us much about God—His righteousness, His grace, His mercy, His lovingkindness. And we’re entering into this very interesting chapter in which the Apostle Paul discusses the believer’s relationship to God’s Law. And next week in particular, he’s going to discuss the conflict inside the life of the Christian between the flesh and God’s Spirit. This week though, after discussing how detrimental and how damaging legalism is, he turns a little bit of a corner to discuss how damaging antinomianism is, how damaging it is to think ill of the Law and to set it all the way aside. So, while we don’t use the Law for righteousness, we do know that the Law is good and it has its proper use in the life of the Christian. So we’re going to talk about that today. So after Paul has been laying out his argument strongly against legalism, he says:

7 What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for the law, I would not have known sin. For I would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” 8 But sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, produced in me all kinds of covetousness. For apart from the law, sin lies dead. 9 I was once alive apart from the law, but when the commandment came, sin came alive and I died. 10 The very commandment that promised life proved to be death to me. 11 For sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. 12 So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good.
13 Did that which is good, then, bring death to me? By no means! It was sin, producing death in me through what is good, in order that sin might be shown to be sin, and through the commandment might become sinful beyond measure.
May God encourage us through the reading of His Word, today!
Paul has been discussing that legalism is a threat to God’s Church. It threatens our very life because it removes us from the life that Jesus offers us by His grace, through faith. So we’ve defined legalism as we’ve focused on Paul’s teaching here in Romans 6 and 7, this way. Legalism is any improper use of the Law. It is improper to use God’s Law as the means to attain God’s salvation. And it is improper to use God’s Law as the means to maintain God’s salvation. So we don’t attain God’s salvation, nor can we maintain God’s salvation through a use of the Law. 

I came across a humorous story told some years ago that illustrates the spirit of legalism well. And I believe the spirit of legalism has dominated particularly the American church, at least in my experience growing up. There was a pastor, this story is told, that lived in a northern rural area. One snowy winter Sunday morning, he found the roads blocked due to snow and ice. He was unable to get to church in his car. He only lived a few miles from church and a river ran right along between his church and his home. And so, he latched on his ice skates and he skated right up that river and right to church that Sunday morning, to preach. Well, some of the deacons saw him skating on a Sunday morning. And they were really concerned because you’re not supposed to skate, at least in that church. That was one of the laws. You were not supposed to skate on a Sunday morning. And so after the service, they confronted him about it. “Pastor, we saw you skating on Sunday morning.” He explained, “I didn’t have any other way to get here.” And so they got together, and they met and they kind of huddled. And they came back out with just one question. They said, “Did you enjoy it?” He said, “No. Not at all! It was hard work.” They said, “Okay. We’re fine with it.” 
Legalism is joyless. It is joyless Christianity. It is joyless faith. It’s joyless because it keeps us from fixing our eyes on the Author of joy, and that is Jesus Christ, Himself. It places our eyes upon cold, stone tablets as opposed to the living resurrected Jesus Christ who loves us and grants us His resurrection power. 

Throughout this letter, the Apostle Paul has been hacking away at the error of legalism. Legalism is lethal to a church. It is a serious problem. He’s been explaining the danger of replacing God’s grace—God’s gospel which is filled with God’s power, and filled with God’s life—with God’s Law, a Law that is unable to help us be reconciled to God. It is unable to help us grow in practical righteousness. 
“For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.” (Romans 3:20 ESV)

No one is going to be made right and gain right standing through the Law. Furthermore, we skip down to Romans 6.

“For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.” (Romans 6:14 ESV) 

In your practical life, sin is not going to have authority to rule your life and to enslave you anymore. Why? Because you are not under law. As long as you are under the law, you’re going to be enslaved to sin. You’re going to live like a slave. But you’re under grace, the grace that is powerful enough to transform us from the inside out. 

So God’s Law simply is not powerful enough to help the Christian grow in practical holiness. If we want to be reconciled to God, it’s going to be through grace. If we want to grow in our sanctification and in Christ likeness, it’s going to be because of grace. If you’ve been following Paul’s teaching regarding God’s grace, you likely have a concern. And it’s legitimate to ask this question, the question that Paul asks then in verse 7. Though I think some are asking that question very skeptically as an attack upon Paul’s gospel. And so, if you’ve been tracking well with him, you’re going to be asking the question, “Paul, what are you saying about the Law? Are you saying that the Law is not good? Are you saying that we should set aside God’s Law altogether?” And Paul emphatically answers that concern.

“What shall we say then? That the law is sin? By no means!” (Romans 7:7 ESV)

And then he teaches us four valuable contributions that God’s law makes in our lives. 

The central idea here, and I’m going to state this. It comes from a commentary that I read. I liked it so well and the way it was worded, that I decided to just use it as is. Here’s the central idea: God uses a holy thing (the law) to reveal an evil thing (sin) so that a necessary thing (death) might result in the most important thing (life). That is the message of Romans 7:7-13.

We discover here that the law is good because it is from God, and God is good. We suffer great harm to our own soul and to our church if we set aside God’s law as meaningless, as worthless, as irrelevant. So antinomianism is a word that just simply means anti- “against” nomos “the law.” Antinomianism means a person who is against the law. It is that whole philosophy to set the law aside. It is no better than legalism, in a pursuit of spiritual life. It is no better than legalism in a pursuit of true worship. God calls us to honor Him by using the law rightly and by pressing our lives by faith into His grace. So let’s discover with Paul in verses 7-13, healthy uses of the Law. What is a healthy use of the Law in the life of the Christian? 

Use #1: The Law reveals our sin as sin. (7:7)

That’s a healthy use of the law. So that we’d read the Law and we discover that our sin is indeed, sin. 

“What shall we say then? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for the law, I would not have known sin. For I would not have known what it is to covet, if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.”” (Romans 7:7 ESV)

You see, if we are left to ourselves, if we are left without God’s law, we will never think of ourselves as sinners. We may admit without the law that we have some shortcomings. We may admit without the law that we make mistakes. We may even admit that we err morally at times in our lives. But the Law helps us to see that we have sinned against God, that we have offended the eternal, sovereign, holy, righteous God to whom we must give an account of our lives. So God gives us His Law to help us know that God Himself is our standard. These aren’t rules. These are reflections of who God Himself is. What He has created us to be as He has designed us to live as a reflection of His very image. We cannot simply live according to our own community standards. That’s what others without the Law fall back on. “What does the community say about how we should live, about what our morals are, about what our ethics are?” 

Furthermore, we cannot measure our lives against our own conscience. Because, if our conscience is not informed by God’s law, it too will lead us astray. We cannot say what the world often says, which is “as long as I’m not hurting anyone else, then I must be living a pretty good life.” The law teaches us that our community isn’t the measure, that our conscience isn’t the measure, that simply whether our perception of hurting or damaging people isn’t the measure. The law teaches us that God, the Law-giver, is the measure. It is His righteousness that is our standard by which we will be judged. It’s not the standard of our culture’s ethics, not the standard of our own conscience’s morals. We look back at Romans 3 and we see God pressing that truth home in verses 9-12. 

“What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.”” (Romans 3:9-12 ESV)
Jews and Greeks are underneath the condemnation or the guilt of sin. It is God’s law that brings us to the conclusion that no one is good. No one naturally believes God’s indictment as it is printed out in Romans 3:9 and following. No one believes that. In fact, left to ourselves, we could hardly fathom how God could possibly say such a thing. “Are you telling me, Pastor, that no one in the world has ever done any good?” That’s what God says. “How can you say that? I know a lot of people who have done good. I look at what they have done, I’ve looked at how they’ve lived, I’ve looked at the kindness they have expressed, and I believe there is a lot of people who have done good.” I say that in reflection of God’s righteousness as it is reflected in God’s Law. And if we put that perfect and pure, eternal, infinite, righteous mirror up against our lives, we’d say “no one does good. Not even one.” That’s why God gave us His Law. It was so that we would understand our condition before the Lord. We will run afoul of God Himself if we allow anything else to be our guide in reference to the judgment of our lives. This is what Jeremiah says in Jeremiah 17. I’m going to read a few verses before the famous one that is the conclusion. I want you to listen because he gives a curse and a blessing. 

“Thus says the Lord: “Cursed is the man who trusts in man…” 
Did you catch that? The one who looks at man being the measure of what is right and what is wrong. Cursed be that man!

“…and makes flesh his strength, whose heart turns away from the Lord. He is like a shrub in the desert and shall not see any good come.”

Can you picture that? Can you picture a desert and this dry, spindly little stick in the shrub? There is no fruitfulness that comes from a shrub in the desert.

“He shall dwell in the parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land.”

That’s the picture! But then he turns the other corner.  

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord.”

He looks to the Lord to find out what righteousness is, but then he also trusts in the Lord to gain that righteousness through the provision that God provides.  
“He is like a tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit.” The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it? “I the Lord search the heart and test the mind, to give every man according to his ways, according to the fruit of his deeds.”” (Jeremiah 17:5-10 ESV)

The heart will fool us. And that’s why God has graciously given us His law, so that we would see our sin as sin. It is only God’s Law that convinces us of this truth that Jeremiah proclaims. If we measure our lives by the people around us, we will say, “I think that comparatively I live a pretty moral life. I’m a pretty good person.” If we measure our lives by our conscience, we will say, “I am at peace with God over the way I’m living my life.” But neither of these claims are true. Such a one is not a good person. Such a one is not at peace with God, regardless of how they feel. God is in conflict with such a person. That is what God’s law proclaims.   

God, in His grace, gives us His law so that we are shaken awake to see our true state. Without the Law, we certainly would not see our sin as the kind that merits God’s eternal judgment. We would not consider that the wages of our sin is death. In other words, that what we’ve merited, what we’ve earned, what we’ve deserved from God is eternal death, separation from God forever and ever in hell. Without the Law God’s judgment, particularly God’s judgment of hell, seems amazingly unfair and amazingly unjust! Because that appraisal of the doctrine of God’s judgment, of the doctrine of Hell, is so common even within the church, it is a reflection of what we have done with God’s Law. We’ve become antinomian. We have set aside God’s law because if we looked at God’s Law and meditated upon it, we would never come to say, “God it is unjust of you to eternally judge sin.” God’s Law tells us “No. He is righteous and it reveals His righteousness in the Law.”   

I love the illustration that Paul uses here to describe how useful the Law was to him to show him that his sin is sin. He uses just one illustration.  

“For I would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.”” 
(Romans 7:7b ESV)
Coveting is an internal sin. In this way it differs from stealing, or murder, or adultery, or bearing false witness, other sins that are part of that “Big Ten.” These sins express themselves externally. Coveting by contrast is purely an internal attitude. These other sins, Jesus tells us stealing and adultery and murder and lying also have internal attitudes. There are internal attitude ways to break them. But coveting is purely an internal attitude. It’s what is happening in your heart. 

So, through coveting we look across the street at our neighbor and we say, “I wish I had that person’s car. I wish I had that person’s house. I wish I had that person’s job. I wish I had that person’s talents. I wish I had that person’s bank account. I wish I had that person’s health. I wish I had that person’s family. I wish I had…” Now that doesn’t feel particularly wicked, but Paul says, “I would not have known that those thoughts and that heart attitude was even wrong, was even an act of wickedness against God who is all sufficient, unless God’s law hadn’t told me, ‘Thou shalt not covet.’” Paul is saying, “This law is precious. Use it so that we can discern sin as sin.” 

When churches advertise that they are “judgment free” zones and they apply that principle by refusing to teach God’s Law, refusing to press the practical implications of God’s righteousness against people who are breaking that Law, refuse to teach that sin is sin, then such a church distorts the Gospel. They have lost the power of God to be able to bring salvation to a world that is in darkness. Part of teaching the Gospel is teaching God’s Law. We cannot understand the love of God if we do not understand His righteousness. God’s Gospel is not that God loves us because we are so lovable and valuable in ourselves. God’s Gospel is that God loves us while we were still sinners. And He loves us so much that He sent His own Son to bear the penalty of our sin in His own body in our place.     

God’s Law is the only remedy to the soul disease of our natural self-righteousness. The Law just pounds away at self-righteousness. Our self-righteousness raises its head and God’s Law comes crashing down on it. It begins to break apart that stony heart of self-righteousness that we have been born with and that we grow from our first day forward. Our self-righteousness will keep us from being convicted about our sin because we don’t see our sin as sin. We think to ourselves because of our self-righteousness, “Me and God, we’re good.” And along comes God’s Law and it snaps us right out of such self delusion! It becomes a means by which we can see something that is invisible to our natural sight, to be present.    

I know many of you have had a lot of different medical tests. Some of you have gone through some PET scans. And these PET scans, (Positron emission tomography) use small amounts of radioactive materials called radiotracers. They use a special camera and a computer to evaluate the soft tissues, the organs. They can detect the early onset of diseases of those internal, soft tissues. You know, what we don’t know actually can hurt us! Oftentimes that phrase by the antinomian, “What I don’t know can’t hurt me” is not true. No one would take that tack with their own physical body. What I don’t know really can kill me! And that’s why we have these medical tests, to be able to see things that are invisible. And if the PET scan says, “Oh, here’s a bit of cancer in your body,” what do you do? You begin to say, “Well, what do we need to do? What’s the treatment? Is it surgery? Is it chemotherapy? Is it radiation? Let’s go after it because I don’t want that disease to take my life.” 
God’s Law is our PET scan. It takes a picture of the internal part of our soul. And it shows cancer. And until we see the cancer, we say, “I’m not going to have surgery. I’m not going to take chemotherapy and I’m not going to take radiation if I don’t believe there is cancer in my body.” But the PET scan shows it. And so God presses His Law against our soul and we say, “There it is. There’s a hot spot.” What are you going to do? And the remedy is not the Law. The remedy is the Gospel. But the Law is used to show us that we need the remedy. Charles Spurgeon rightly observed, “Too many think lightly of sin and therefore think lightly of the Saviour.” 

Use #2: The Law arouses sin in us. (7:8)

“But sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, produced in me all kinds of covetousness. For apart from the law, sin lies dead.”  (Romans 7:8 ESV)

So it produced in him all kinds of covetousness. The phrase “seizing an opportunity” is used in military contexts to talk about an army establishing a base of operations from which they go and launch attacks. So catch the picture here. Sin establishes a base of operation to attack and to kill our soul, to attack God’s glory in our life. How? Through the commandment. The commandment doesn’t attack our soul. The commandment, or the Law is not the problem. It is indwelling sin that is the problem. It is indwelling sin that latches onto the commandment and uses it as a base of operation to provoke sin in our hearts. The Law acts like a magnet to the steel of our rebellion. 
Now, if you don’t agree with this, if you’d say, “I don’t know if that’s true.” Here’s an experiment that I would encourage you to take. First, get your car detailed. You know, really detailed to make it as shiny as it possibly can be, maybe even repainted, whatever you need to make it sparkling, shiny and beautiful. And then take it to the Grand Prairie Mall or to the Northwoods Mall and put a sign on it, “Do Not Touch This Car. Do Not Put Any Fingerprints On This Car.” And then just leave it there for a few days. Now if you didn’t put a sign on it, nobody would think about it. They’d walk by and say, “That’s a nice car.” But the moment you put a sign that says “Do Not Touch This Car,” that is the moment you are inciting and exciting and arousing sin in people’s hearts. They’ll say, “I want to touch that car, now.”  

I can remember when I was in High School, in a High School cafeteria, people toss food at each other and it kind of starts advancing a little bit more. So that was happening. And there was a big football player who was sitting a few yards away from me down the way. And I don’t know what was up with him that day, but he didn’t like the fact that food was getting tossed and that he could have gotten smacked with it. So he stood up and he said, “Nobody better hit me with any food.” He was a big guy, but it doesn’t matter how big he was. All of a sudden, I took refuge underneath the table because food began to fly from every direction. Now if he hadn’t made that law, nobody would have thrown food at him and he would have been fine. But the moment he stood up and declared a law, sin became aroused. And that’s what Paul is saying. 

Some of you might be thinking, “Okay. I can agree with the principle that the Law arouses sin, but why would this be a good thing? Why would it be healthy for the Law to do that?” Well, God uses the Law in this way to arouse sin, to show us how wicked our hearts really are. So if we think that the answer to the problem of sin is the Law, because the Law is good. In other words, it’s healthy and beneficial. It’s perfect. It’s from God. It’s righteous. It’s true. And so we try that. We put the Law against our soul and our soul is so sick, it is so desperately wicked, that when it comes in contact with something so healthy, so pure, all that happens is it wants to sin more. 

What does that tell you about the condition of your heart? It tells me the condition of my heart is so miserable, it is beyond description. When it comes in contact with something healthy, it doubles down on the disease. Sin’s hold upon us must be so strong if it can use God’s good law to have such a wicked effect upon us! The law settles the fact once and for all, that we are spiritually bankrupt and that we don’t try to do anything that would bring to God something from ourselves that we believe we have to offer Him. 

Use #3: The Law leads us to hopelessness.  (7:9-11)                

“I was once alive apart from the law, but when the commandment came, sin came alive and I died. The very commandment that promised life proved to be death to me. For sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me.” (Romans 7:9–11 ESV)

When God gave the Law in Deuteronomy 6, that is one of the places where we see the giving of the Law to the nation of Israel, it tells us that God gave it for good purposes, to bring life to them. 

“And the Lord commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the Lord our God, for our good always, that he might preserve us alive, as we are this day. And it will be righteousness for us, if we are careful to do all this commandment before the Lord our God, as he has commanded us.’”  (Deuteronomy 6:24–25 ESV)

God didn’t give them the commandments for their bad, but for their good always. The Law was given to give life, but it proved to bring death. The problem was not that the Law could not give life.  It can, if we are careful to do everything that is written in it. It will give us life. The problem is not the Law. The problem is our hearts. It is indwelling sin that corrupts us through and through. So, because our hearts are enslaved to sin, we won’t obey the Law and we won’t receive life from it. As such, the Law cannot give life to anyone who is enslaved to sin. And that’s the condition of us all. And that’s the reason why he says here in Romans 7: 

“For sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me.” (Romans 7:11 ESV)

Did you catch that? Sin saw an opportunity to launch an attack against us through the commandment, to deceive us and then to kill us. God intended for His good and perfect Law to bring us to the hopelessness of death so that we would seek Him for a miracle of new life—resurrection. And God intends to bring us to the end of ourselves so that we would move and look upward toward Him and His grace every day of our lives. When we read the Law, we’ll just be moving up, up, up toward Jesus as our Savior. So our focus would not be upon the Law, though we meditate upon it. As we meditate upon it we see the wickedness of our sin, we see our hopelessness, and immediately then in faith we look up to a God who has provided us a Deliverer, who is Jesus.    

I think this is how Jesus used the Law in relationship to the rich young ruler. 
“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’” And he said to him, “Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.” (Mark 10:17-20 ESV) 
This man didn’t get it. He wasn’t understanding the Law. Paul understood about that condition because that’s where he was when he was a Pharisee. He had read the Law, but he didn’t understand the Law. The Law wasn’t having its right effect upon him. And that’s the reason Jesus looked at the guy who thought he had already obeyed every part of the Law and said:  

“And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!”” (Mark 10:17–23 ESV) 

Jesus was pressing the Law. He was not telling him how to be saved. You’re not saved by selling everything you have and giving it to the poor. You’re saved by recognizing that the Law condemns you. So then you look to God in mercy. 

I think this is what Jesus is doing to the woman at the well. (John 4:16-30) Remember, He offered her living water and then He said, “Now go call your husband.” Now, He knows her condition. She answered, “I have no husband.”  He said, “You are right you do not have a husband because you have had five husbands and the man you are now living with is not your husband.”  Let me ask you: Does that seem very kind of Jesus to bring that embarrassing circumstance up to this poor woman? Is Jesus loving? Wouldn’t we look at that and say, “Don’t be saying that. You’re using a shame ethic. How dare you, Jesus, to shame this poor woman who has had five husbands and is now living with a person, who is not yet a husband! Jesus, what are you doing?” That’s Jesus who does that! “Go call your husband.” “I don’t have a husband.” You’re right! You’ve had five and the one you’re living with now is not your husband.” Why does He do that? To make her thirsty for Living Water. Both to the self-righteous Pharisee and also to the adulteress, the Law is useful to bring us to a state of hopelessness.  

I love the story that James Boice tells about John Gerstner, the retired Professor of Church History at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. He was preaching on Romans and expounding on the law. He was stripping away the veil of self-righteousness and human wickedness. After the service, when he had gone to the back of the church, there was a woman who approached him. She was holding up her hand with her index finger and thumb about a half-inch apart. And she said, “Dr. Gerstner, you make me feel this big.” You’ve heard the Law preached and you’ve had that same feeling. Dr. Gerstner looked at her and smiled and said, “Madam, that’s way too big.” And he said this. “Don’t you know that even that much self-righteousness will take you to hell?” He was right. He was exactly right. The law was given to drive out all self-righteousness. 
So how does sin deceive us? Verse 11 says that sin deceives us. It seizes an opportunity. Let me quickly give you six ways. You won’t be able to write these down, but you can get them on the website.

1. Sin convinces us that as long as we have not broken any of our external community standards, then we are alright with God. 
That’s how it deceives us.
2. Sin whispers, “It won’t hurt to try it just once.”
After it is successful in deceiving us with that,

3. Sin whispers, “Now that you have sinned, you might as well keep sinning. You are no longer clean, so you might as well enjoy the mud.”

4. Sin argues that God is unjust or unfair to prohibit the desires that seem so natural to us.

Why would He give us these desires if He didn’t want us to act upon them? That’s sin’s deception.

5. Sin deceives us into thinking that a righteous life is a joyless life. 
We think that the law is oppressive and hinders us from becoming all that we are and can be. 

6. Sin blinds us to its own consequences…both temporal and eternal. It whispers, “You will not surely die!” 

Use #4: The Law shows our sin to be utterly sinful. (7:12-13)  

“So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good.” (Romans 7:12 ESV)

That’s what the Law is. So let’s not confuse the problem of our indwelling sin with the problem of the Law. The Law is holy, and it’s righteous and it’s good. We love the Law of God. And it is healthy for us as believers to meditate upon God’s Law daily, so we can be convicted of our sin and so that we can move toward faith in Jesus Christ. 

One difficulty as a pastor in discussing legalism as we have for several weeks, is that the pressing error of antinomianism often exults in the condemnation of legalism. So that antinomian spirit will hear this message against legalism and say, “Yeah. That’s right!” And they will exult in it and move deeper into that antinomian spirit. There is a danger that antinomians will feel justified by a rebuke of legalism. But please understand that antinomianism is just as damning, just as lethal as legalism.  
When I was a young man, legalism, I believe from my observation, was the dominant error of Jesus’ Church. It was dominant among my peers. It was dominant among those who were older than me. It was the dominant error of evangelical Christianity. Today, legalism is still present. It is still a lethal danger, especially among churches where there is a concern for practical righteousness. But the error of antinomianism is winning the day, especially among young adults.  

So this is what I want to encourage you with, because I know we have some young adults here who are amazingly faithful people and love the Lord and are worshiping Him. Keep your antenna’s up, not for legalism so much as for antinomianism. If you are a young adult, one of the clearest ways that you can glorify God and strengthen the church is by challenging antinomianism among your peers.  Now, for those 50 and above, one of the clearest ways that we can glorify God and strengthen Jesus’ church is by challenging legalism among our peers. 
The idea is, it is hard to challenge errors when they occur in a different generation. So it’s hard for a young adult to listen to a person 50 and above talk about antinomianism and receive it. They think, “They just don’t understand.” And it’s hard for a person who is older, 50 or above, to listen to a correction from a younger adult about legalism. They say, “These guys are just giving in to sin.” And so, it’s best in the context of a church when we can challenge our peers. And that’s where it’s hardest.    

Antinomianism often cloaks itself in “grace-dyed” clothes. In other words, it sounds like grace, when really it is an excuse for sin. I gave you some checks against legalism. I want to give you these checks before we leave today, for antinomianism. Is there an antinomian spirit in me? 

Check #1: A casual attitude toward sin.
In other words, there’s a lacking zeal for practical righteousness. There is not much heartfelt confession and daily confession of sin. There’s not a struggle, a hard fight against the flesh. The antinomian spirit is far more excited about sinful pleasures than about a righteous life. 

Check #2: A rejection of biblical correction or rebuke.

The immediate response to biblical correction is the misuse of Jesus’ statement, “Judge not lest you be judged!” (Matthew 7:1) That’s an antinomian spirit that would respond to biblical correction in that way. Such a one says, “I won’t be shamed into changing my life’s choices. I will not be dictated by others perceptions!” All the while, they are discarding God’s eternal Law.
Check #3: A presumption upon God’s forgiveness. 

The antinomian prepares to sin yet in the future—later today, later this week—and they think, “God will forgive me for the sin that I am about to commit.” That’s antinomianism. It’s dangerous and it’s heresy! 
Check #4: An eagerness to push the moral and doctrinal boundaries.

Usually, orthodoxy and orthopraxy are tied together. So there is a quickness to compromise moral or doctrinal convictions wherever they’re pressed against by our world. So, the accepted moral standards, the accepted doctrinal assertions of the past are quickly discarded if they don’t fit with our culture, if they don’t fit with the people around us, or with our own personal musings, our own personal feelings. And as such, the antinomian doesn’t bathe ethical or doctrinal questions in the Word and in prayer. That’s not their thought. They say, “I already know this. I don’t need to bathe it in the Word. I don’t need to find out what the Word says because I already know it. I have this feeling that I’m right.”      

Check #5: A pious hatred of legalists.

It’s right to hate legalism. It’s wrong to hate legalists. That antinomian spirit hates legalists. They hate the people themselves. They can’t hardly stand being around them.  
Check #6: A carelessness for the sanctification of others.

The antinomian doesn’t consider how their freedom negatively impacts the progress of others’ faith. That’s not even a thought. They’re just focused on self-expression only. 
Check #7: A disdain for those with higher standards of behavior. 

This disdain particularly often occurs across generational lines. It is not true that older people don’t have blind spots. We do. Every generation does. But it is true that disrespect for godly, older saints is a foolish and ungodly thing. 
“Did that which is good, then, bring death to me? By no means! It was sin, producing death in me through what is good, in order that sin might be shown to be sin, and through the commandment might become sinful beyond measure.” (Romans 7:13 ESV)
The problem is not with the Law. The problem is with indwelling sin. He’s going to talk about that problem now for the rest of chapter 7. 

Let me give you a test here. What condition best describes the growing Christian? 1. The person who is increasingly aware of how righteous they are becoming. 2. The person who is increasingly aware of how sinful they are? Which person better describes the healthy growing Christian? And here’s what it is. It’s the person who is increasingly aware of how sinful they are. That is what the grace of God does when we use the Law rightly. It allows us to see our hopelessness, our helplessness, the utter sinfulness of our own sin, and fly to the Savior. 

“So then, the law was our guardian (NASB says ‘tutor’) until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.”  (Galatians 3:24–26 ESV) 
Isn’t that awesome?! The Law is given to be our tutor, to teach us about righteousness, to teach us about the holy standard of God, to teach us about judgment, to teach us about the sinfulness of our own sin so that we would be led to Christ. And in Him we find life. In Him we find reconciliation. In Him we find true righteousness and power through His Spirit to live a life that is a life of worship. 

God uses the Law to reveal our sin as sin, to arouse sin in us, to lead us to hopelessness, and to show our sin to be utterly sinful. God uses a holy thing (His law) to reveal an evil thing (our sin) so that a necessary thing (death to sin) might result in the most important thing (life everlasting).    
