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1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
In 1993, a sweet church in Peoria called me to be their senior pastor. What a time of great rejoicing! My pastorate began here with such a sweet season of peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. However, not all was easy in those early months of my calling. Just a few months into my “honeymoon” here at Bethany, a long-time faithful servant in the church was found to be unfaithful to his wife. When his adulterous relationship was discovered, he first told the church leadership that he would cut off all ties with his illicit lover. But shortly after that, he told me that he simply couldn’t do it. That now he had decided he was going to leave his wife and family and run away with his lover.  

I remember challenging him with both God’s righteousness as well as God’s mercy. I pleaded with him as best as I knew how of his need to repent of his sin and to turn toward the Lord. He told me that he professed Christ as his Savior and that he still professes Jesus as his Savior.  And that David had sinned with Bathsheba and was alright with God, and so he would be alright with God, too.  
How would you counsel this man who professed faith in Jesus and yet willfully gives himself over to disobedience to God’s clear commands? Well, I was a young man who was humbled by my charge to encourage, to exhort, indeed, even rebuke this older man. I remember reading Galatians 6 in preparation for my meeting with him.  

Galatians 6:1 Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted.  

I opened Galatians 6 with him and shared what the rest of the chapter had to say. In that chapter, it says, “Whatsoever you sow, that you shall also reap.” It says, “God is not mocked.” (verse 7) And I told him that by his decisions he was brazenly mocking God, and that God is never mocked. I shared with him that God’s Word reveals that his soul, as it continues in willful, persistent sin is in danger of eternal peril and judgment. I pled once again for his soul’s sake, to turn from his sin and to turn to God. I told him that he could take no comfort in the Gospel’s promise of forgiveness if he continued down this road of deceitful and willful disobedience. I urged him to consider the warnings from God that such disobedience imperils one’s soul with eternal punishment. 

I wish I could say that my words persuaded him to turn from his sin and to turn back toward righteousness and relationship with his wife. But they did not. And so for the first time in many years, this sweet, peaceful church ultimately had to publicly remove a member from the fellowship as the result of unrepentant and willful sin.

You may be listening to this story and saying to yourself, “Wait a minute, Pastor! I thought that once you were saved, you’re always saved! How could a man who professed Jesus Christ as Savior and then shown evidence over years of genuine faith through his worship and service in the church, be concerned about his eternal salvation? Didn’t just the last time we were together, we read Romans 8:1 that says, ‘There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.’ How could such a man be imperiled by eternal punishment?” Well, that is a great question and I’m so glad you asked it. I hope to answer that question this morning as we open up our Bible’s to Romans 8:1-4. 
Today we’re going to make some doctrinal distinctions regarding the relationship between justification and sanctification. These distinctions are often confused by many Evangelicals, and sometimes they are denied. It is going to be very valuable for you this morning to love God with all your mind. We are to love God with all our heart and with all our soul and all our strength, but also with all our mind. (Matthew 22:37)  This passage will challenge us in our thinking regarding sound doctrine.  

The central idea presented in these four verses is simply this: The believer’s justification necessarily leads to progressive sanctification. When God releases a person from the eternal punishment of sin, that person will always begin to fight the practice of sin in their lives. So if there is no sincere and genuine fight against the practice of sin in our souls, we have to wonder if God truly has released us from eternal punishment from sin. We have to wonder whether or not we are truly in Christ Jesus. 

The last time we were together in Romans we discovered  

I. The Certain Pronouncement: “No condemnation!” (v.1)

1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
What a wonderful promise! This statement could not be more clear, more absolute in affirming the eternal security of everyone who is in Christ Jesus. There is therefore now…. This is a forever present tense promise. So whenever you read it, it is always going to be true now. “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” Those who are in Jesus Christ need never fear that God would lay their sins against them on the Day of Judgment. What an amazing, amazing provision that God has made!    

By means of  Christ’s receiving the punishment of our sin upon His own Person as He died upon the cross, God has forever liberated us from the condemnation that we would justly suffer for our own sins. On the Day of Judgment not one person who is in Christ will ever hear the word, “Guilty!” Every person who is in Jesus Christ will hear God say the words, “Not Guilty!”  

Justification is a legal term that means we are declared by God to be righteous in every way. God’s verdict upon our life will forever be “Not Guilty!” This legal declaration of righteousness is not made on the basis of our own actions.  It’s not made because God looks down and sees that we are indeed righteous by our own works, by our own actions, by our own thoughts, and by our own attitudes. Indeed, this work is wholly a work of Jesus Christ. When we join our lives to Jesus through faith, God imputes Jesus’ righteousness to us and He imputes our sin over to Jesus. This is the great transaction brokered by God alone that begins our life of communion with God. This legal declaration is solely based upon the finished work of Jesus upon the cross. 

Because our freedom from condemnation is God’s work and not man’s work, it is a sure and permanent work. If we ourselves secured our freedom from condemnation by our own efforts, then we could lose this freedom through our own failures. But God secured our freedom by the effort of His own Son, and His Son never ever fails. His Son maintains our freedom from condemnation from the beginning all the way to the end. Once God shut Noah and his family into the ark, there was absolutely no possibility that any of the flood waters of judgment would touch he or his family. And Jesus Christ is our ark! He secures us. No more certain and absolute pronouncement could possibly be made to assure any person who is now in Jesus Christ of their freedom from condemnation. There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus!   

Beginning in verse 2, the Apostle Paul begins to explain why no person who is now in Christ Jesus will ever be condemned. He offers us two reasons. Let’s look at them. 
II. The Secure Position: There is no condemnation because…

Reason #1: God has set us free from the law of sin and death. (v.2)

2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death.
Circle that little word “for” that begins verse 2. This little word “for” tells us that Paul is now explaining the reason why those who are in Christ Jesus need never fear condemnation. That word “for” will appear again in verse 3. So Paul is sharing two reasons why we who are in Christ don’t need to fear condemnation. The first reason is simply that God has set us free from the law of sin and death. The Law has no longer any jurisdiction over us, and thus is unable to condemn us. Paul here repeats a claim that he has made earlier in this letter. 
Romans 6:14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.

Sin has no authority, no threat over you anymore.   
Romans 7:4 Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God.
The reasoning behind the claim that there is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, is simply that we do not need to fear God’s Law because God’s Law has been done away with in reference to its authority over us.  
Let me give an illustration that might help us think through this. When I was a boy driving with my dad in this area, in Illinois, I observed how he drove in order to learn the laws of the road. One of the laws that was present when I was growing up was that when you had a red light, you always stopped and you stayed stopped. Now in the 1970’s, that law changed a bit so that if you were in the right turn lane and you had a red light, you could turn on red. So there was a Right on Red law that came to pass, that wasn’t in existence before. Before that law came into existence, if you were stopping in the right turn lane and there was a red light, it doesn’t matter how clear the passage was, you had to stay stopped. If you did not, the law said you are condemned and a police officer that saw you turn right on red could pull you over and give you a ticket. You would suffer under the condemnation of the law. That law changed though in the 1970’s, so that the old law was done away with. It was set aside. The new law said that you could now turn on red.      

Now what happened though, was that many drivers were so used to living under the old law, that when the new law was changed, emotionally, they just couldn’t feel right about actually turning right on red. So often times, you’d be behind a car sitting at a red light in the right turn lane, and they would just stay there. A lot of times people would honk their horns. “Haven’t you read about the new law?” But they didn’t feel the freedom because they were still living underneath the old law. Now a person today and from that point on can turn right on red. And guess what? We don’t ever have to fear having a police officer stop us and giving us a ticket for that action. Why don’t we have to fear the law’s condemnation when we turn right on red today? Answer: Because the old law has been set aside and the new law has taken its place. Let’s read verse 2 again with that in view. 

2For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death.

The law of sin and death has been set aside. The new law is now operative, and it’s called the law of the Spirit of life in Christ. How did God accomplish the setting aside of this old law? Answer: By means of a new law. By means of this new law called “the law of the Spirit of life.” The new law of the life of the Spirit enters even as the old law of sin and death exits.  A new law of the Spirit liberates us from the old law of the letter. That’s what Paul is explaining here. What is this new law? It is called the law of the Spirit of life.
There are two words in this title that help us understand what this new law is. And those are the words “Spirit,” and that’s the word “life.” Paul ties God’s spiritual work of justification in verse 1, with God’s spiritual work of regeneration in verse 2. So he says everyone who is in Christ has been justified, has been forgiven. The guilt of their sin has been canceled. But also, everyone who is in Jesus Christ has been born again, has been given a whole new life. And this is the reason why that old law can’t condemn us anymore. We are freed from that old law by virtue of our regeneration, by virtue of this new law of the Spirit of life that is operative in the life of the believer. 

The truth stated is that no one is justified by God without also being given new life from God. God gives us this new life through His Spirit. The legal declaration of our righteousness always accompanies the experience of being born again by the Spirit. So no one can say, “Well, I’ve been forgiven, but I haven’t been born again. I haven’t been given new life in Christ.” That person does not exist. Every person who has been forgiven by God is also a person who has been born again. If you haven’t been born again, you’re still under the old law, which means you’re under condemnation. That’s the teaching that the Apostle Paul is giving. 
This is why Jesus told Nicodemus, a person who all of his life tried to obey the law. He was a Pharisee, and a good Pharisee, a moral Pharisee. But He looked at Nicodemus and said: 

John 3:3, 5 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”… Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 

You cannot be freed from the condemnation that your sins require unless there is a spiritual work inside your life, of regeneration. Paul speaks to this same idea in 2 Corinthians 3.

2 Corinthians 3:5-8 …but our sufficiency is from God, who has made us sufficient to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, came with such glory that the Israelites could not gaze at Moses’ face because of its glory, which was being brought to an end, will not the ministry of the Spirit have even more glory?    
“The letter” is another term for the law of sin and death. The law of sin and death kills. The argument is, if the impact of the law was really good in the sense of helping us to see God’s glory, how much more will this new law of the Spirit bring glory to us when we have the Spirit of God through faith in Jesus Christ? 

In Romans 8, Paul asserts that the reason why we are freed from condemnation, is because the Holy Spirit takes up residence in our soul, brings new life into our hearts, and immediately begins to kill sin and produce practical righteousness. The Holy Spirit makes freedom from condemnation possible by His presence and by His active work of killing sin and producing righteousness in us. That’s why there is no condemnation.  

Here in Romans 8, the declaration that those in Christ Jesus need never fear condemnation is intricately tied to practical transformation. He says, “Here’s the reason. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free.” This again is the point Paul will make in 2 Corinthians 3. 

2 Corinthians 3:17-18 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.  
There is freedom from condemnation, free from the power of sin, freedom from the fear of death. He’s not saying that this is a message for a certain special group of spiritual Christians. He’s saying this is true of everyone who is in Christ Jesus. He says, “What the Spirit begins to do when He takes residence in our life is, He begins to change us from one degree of glory. So God begins His work, but then He progressively makes us more holy, more holy, more holy, all the way until the day of Jesus Christ when the Spirit completes that work.” So our practical life of righteousness is not divorced from the declaration of our forgiveness. Here, the text is telling us that real life transformation always follows the legal declaration of our forgiveness.  No one is forgiven who is not being changed into the likeness of Jesus. 

We have to be clear on this because it’s easy to begin to confuse doctrines. Our changed life is not due to our own noble efforts to lead a more righteous life. That’s not how this transformation takes place. Our changed life is due to the Holy Spirit’s presence in us, residing in us, empowering us to obey God’s commands. The pardon of our sin necessarily precedes our sanctification because we cannot put sins to death while they are still putting us to death. That’s Paul’s point!
Our freedom from condemnation does not encourage us to become lazy in our pursuit of practical holiness.  Rather, our freedom from condemnation gives us boldness and power to fight sin in our lives and to kill those sins that would destroy our soul. One of my favorite pastors, John Piper puts it beautifully: 

“Forgiveness for our sins through faith in Christ must precede and then empower our battle against sin in our lives. Or to put it another way, God’s declaration that we are forgiven and righteous in Christ must precede and enable our transformation into loving, sacrificial, Christ-exalting people…Justification must precede and uphold sanctification. Being right with God must precede doing right for God.”    

The question is: Why is that? Why must justification precede sanctification? Well, let me give you an illustration. 
Imagine two twin teenage boys and both of them are extremely, extremely rebellious against their parents. However, they live in two different families. The first teenage boy lives in the Law Family. The second teenage boy lives in the Grace Family. 

In the Law Family, the dad confronts his very wayward, disobedient son and finally, in frustration he says, “I am tired of your disobedience. You are now on notice. One more time, just one more time, and I will throw you out of this family. I will disown you and you will never have any favor here ever again.”

In the Grace Family, the Dad also confronts his son. He says, “Son, your disobedience is a very grave and serious matter. It is destroying your life and it is disrupting the joy of this entire family. In love, I must discipline you. But know that even as I discipline you, I will always love you. You are my son and you will never not be my son.” 
Is there a difference between the experiences of these two rebellious teens in these two separate families? The answer is absolutely, “Yes!” Imagine that that talk begins to soften the heart of both boys. In the one case, the boy tries to reform his life underneath an umbrella of condemnation. There is the imminent threat of being cast away forever from the family. In the other, the boy is seeking transformation in a context of security, in the context of love, in the context of relationship. In one, the young man lives in the fear of his next misstep. In the other, he lives in light of the love and acceptance of his father. In one, the son fights for righteousness in order to be loved. In the other, the son fights for righteousness because he is loved. 
Let me ask you a question. Which family is more likely to produce a child that is healthy and whole in his spirit? Well, of course, it’s the Grace family. That’s the Gospel. If we are to grow in holiness, we must consciously and carefully press the Gospel of Jesus into our souls each day. This is the reason why verse 1 precedes verses 2-4. We must not enter into verses 2-4 in the fight against sin before we grab hold of with all of our faith, this precious promise and precious provision that God has made for us. “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 

The Apostle Paul will speak in a similar way in Titus 2.

Titus 2:11-12 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age.  
It is grace that trains us to renounce ungodliness. It’s grace that trains us to renounce worldly passions. It is grace that trains us to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives. 

Reason #2: God accomplished what the Law could not. (v.3) 

3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do.

There again is the word “for.” He’s giving another reason, another explanation of why verse 1 is true, why verse 1 is possible. The Law is completely unable to declare us righteous and free us from condemnation because the law acts as a spotlight that shows the dirt and grime of our soul. 
Imagine with me for a moment that you’re going to an elegant wedding. And you go to your closet to pick out some clothes and you pick out this white shirt. And it’s a dark closet, so as you take it out you put it underneath a light. And there you see spots all over it. And you realize that this shirt is not qualified to wear to this elegant wedding. And so you think to yourself, “Well, I know what I’ll do. I’ll keep it underneath the spotlight a little longer and eventually those spots will disappear.” Does that sound like a good strategy? No. You can keep that shirt under the spotlight forever, and it will never cause those spots to disappear. 

And yet that’s what the legalist does. The legalist takes the law of God, it shines a spotlight into their heart, it shows all kinds of dirt and grime. And he says, “What I need to do is just keep this light on my soul and eventually, my soul will be clean.” But what you need to do is to take that shirt out of the spotlight and put it in a washing machine. You need to begin to get water and soap engaged to cleanse this shirt. Listen to what Titus says:      

Titus 3:5 he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,
How did God accomplish freeing us from the condemnation of sin by doing what the Law could not do? How did He do that? Please notice the rest of Romans 8:3. 

3 By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh,

First, by sending His own Son. That means that God the Son came out of heaven. That was necessary to do what the Law could not do. God had to come out of heaven to us. And then Paul says, “in the likeness of sinful flesh.” Jesus didn’t just come out of heaven, but He became incarnate. He became one of us. That’s necessary in order for God to do what the Law could not do. He had to take on human flesh, and He did so for sin. If you go back to Romans 5:8, it helps us understand what he means by “for sin.” 

Romans 5:8…while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

He died in our place. It is an explanation or a way of referring to the sin offering that Jesus made when He died upon the cross. So how did God accomplish this that the Law could not? Well, He sent His own Son, God Himself, taking on the form of man, becoming fully human and then offering up Himself as a sin offering. In this way, God did what the Law could never do.     
 III. The Sanctifying Purpose: God justifies us so that we will live holy lives.  (v. 4)

Romans 8:4  in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
I think this is the capstone of the little section because it talks to us about the sanctifying purpose of God in our salvation. It tells us that God justifies us so that we will live practically holy lives. You might underline the words, “in order that.” Why did God do what the Law could not do? “In order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us.” What is the righteous requirement of the law? It is obedience. It is a life free of sin. And he says that God did this not just so that we would be declared righteous, but that this state of being free from sin would ultimately be fulfilled in us. That we right now would be sanctified, becoming more and more like Jesus Christ, killing sin and producing righteousness. And that that work will continue until it has its completion when we see Jesus face to face.

You see, God’s purpose in the incarnation of His Son, and the atoning death of His Son is not simply to bring forgiveness to you and to me. God’s purpose in sending Christ to take on human flesh, in sending His Son Jesus to die upon the cross, is to renew us into His image and make us holy. He did this to begin a new work of sanctifying us, not merely to satisfy His wrath against sin. That the ground. That’s the foundation. But He did this to build off that foundation so that you and I would become more like Jesus. That’s what Paul is teaching here in verse 4. The end goal of our justification is our sanctification. The end goal of being declared that we will never have to experience God’s condemnation is that the righteous requirement of the law would actually, truly, genuinely, really be fulfilled in us. 
All through Scripture, God is going to underline this purpose for His saving work. Let’s consider Peter’s sermon in Acts 3. 

Acts 3:26 God, having raised up his servant, sent him to you first, to bless you by turning every one of you from your wickedness.  

Do you see that? He doesn’t say, “to bless you by offering you forgiveness.” That’s in view. That’s a wonderful gift of the Gospel. But here, Peter finishes his sermon by parking upon the blessing of sanctification. Turning every one of you practically from your wickedness is God’s purpose in salvation. 
Titus 2:14 …Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.  

Yes, Jesus died to redeem. But He also died to purify for Himself a people.

Ephesians 1:4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. 

Please understand that this is God’s purpose. This is God’s intention for every person who He joins to Jesus Christ through faith.

So here’s the question: Can a person be forgiven of his or her sins without zealously pursuing a life of practical righteousness? Can I ask that question again? Can a person be forgiven of his or her sins without zealously pursuing a life of practical righteousness? And here’s what Paul is teaching us. He’s saying, “No. No, they can’t.” 

Let’s make some distinctions. Paul is not saying that we are forgiven by pursuing a life of practical righteousness. Our forgiveness, our justification is wholly a work of God that comes to us through faith in Him But can a person receive the free gift of forgiveness, justification, and not have this transforming work begin, where their life begins to kill sin and he begins to live in holiness? And the answer to that question throughout Scripture is clearly, “No. That is not possible.” A pursuit of practical righteousness always follows God’s forgiveness. 

Let’s look at some texts. The Apostle John weighs in on Paul’s teaching. 

1 John 3:3 And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 

How many of those who hope in Christ purify themselves? The answer is every person. There’s not one person who has a true hope in Christ who has not purified themselves. How pure? What’s our standard? What are we looking toward? The purity of Jesus. That’s our standard. That’s what we’re moving toward.   

1 John 3:5-6 You know that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him. 

That’s a negative way of saying what we have been saying all along. And that is to say that everyone who abides in Him begins to work and apply effort to put sin to death. And that effort is joined to the power of the Holy Spirit, knowing that we cannot do it on our own. It’s the Holy Spirit who has given us life and resides in us.   
We who believe in the grace of God are not a people who are less zealous to kill sin and to live in practical holiness because we have “Fire Insurance,” because we have heaven. We who have the Spirit of life at work in us are a people who are now encouraged to pursue practical holiness because we are empowered by God’s Spirit. 
The person who is in Christ lives a righteous life, not in the power of the law, but in the power of the Holy Spirit. The law is not able produce holiness in us. It can only reveal sin. But the indwelling Holy Spirit enables us to worship God by walking with Him in obedience. 

So here’s the point. The Christian life is not life in the Law, but it’s life in the Spirit. Our life is animated, empowered, sustained, led, and motivated by the presence of the Holy Spirit. Apart from God’s Spirit, it would be impossible for us to live for God’s glory.   

Now I want you to notice at the end of verse 4, the name Paul gives to those who are in Christ. Let me ask you: What names do you use to describe people who are in Christ? You might say, “Well, I would call them Christians.” Another would say, “I call them Believers.” Another would say, “I call them children of God.” Another would say, “I call them saints or the redeemed or disciples of Jesus or people who are born again.” And to all those terms I say, Yes. Yes. A thousand times, yes. All those are biblical terms wonderfully describing people who are in Christ. But what term does Paul use at the end of verse 4 to describe the Christian?
Please understand that this is not a command for us to obey. It is a description that is given of who we are. He says, “These are the people who are in Christ. They are people who walk not according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.” This again is not a suggestion. It is not a principle to live by. This is a title given to everyone who is in Christ Jesus. That we become the people by God’s Spirit who walk not according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 

Let me ask you: As you think about your life, are you confident that you can lay that title against you? That you can say, “Yes. I am a person who is in Christ Jesus who walks not according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.” It is vital that you are confident in that. And that’s not on the basis of your works. It is on the basis of the Spirit’s work in you. That does not mean that we don’t ever fail. It does not mean we don’t ever disobey. But it means that there is a new law, there is a new authority, there is a new life in us that pushes us to seek to kill sin that would destroy our worship and seek to produce righteousness that would exalt our Lord. 

Let me close with some applications. Doctrine is always practical. It’s the most practical thing in all the world. And I know I’ve taken you through some weighty matters this morning. I’ll close us in some application. 

1. God’s law is our standard by which we must measure our lives. 
So in verse 4 he says, “in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us.” So what standard do we measure our lives with? And again, he doesn’t say, “in order that the righteous requirement of the community might be fulfilled in us.” And he doesn’t say also that “the righteous requirement of your own conscience would be fulfilled in us.” Here’s the measure. When we look at our lives, and what do we say we’re fighting against? We say we’re fighting against anything and everything that runs contrary to God’s revealed will in His Word. I can’t be content with looking at my Christian friends and saying, “You know what? I’m living probably a little bit above all of my other Christian friends, so I’m okay.” We can’t say, “You know what? I’m living according to my own conscience. My conscience isn’t bothered by anything that I’m doing, any attitude I’m having.” No. It is the righteous requirement of the Law that we press against our lives as the measure, the instrument that would be used to measure our lives, because that is the measure that God uses with us.  
2. Obedience to God is now both necessary and possible for all who are in Christ Jesus. 
We do not say that obedience is optional. We don’t say, “Yeah, you can be a disobedient Christian and not worry about it.” No. It is necessary and it is possible. The Holy Spirit makes practical obedience mandatory and doable. 
3. We must walk according to the Spirit if we are to grow in practical obedience. 
Our growth in godliness is not our own work. It is a work of the Holy Spirit. That doesn’t mean that we are inactive. It means that we are dependant upon Him for power. 

4. We must not be Lazy-Boy Christians who sit in a spiritual recliner thinking that sin is not a threat to our soul.  
Sin is a threat to every one of our souls, every day. It is a serious threat to destroy us! And that is the reason why we are constantly told to “be on your guard. Gird up your loins. Put on the whole armor of God.” (Ephesians 6:10-11) Why would we be given such strong admonitions to prepare ourselves for this battle if it weren’t serious in the first place? It is a very significant war and we dare not take it casually. 

5. We fight against sin in the confidence that sin no longer condemns us.  
We do not fight out of fear for our souls, but we do fight from our position of security in Christ. Romans 8:1 makes all the difference. 
6. If we do not fight against sin in whatever form it attacks us, we have no reason to believe that we are in Christ.  
Did you catch that? That’s pretty dramatic, I know. If we are not living a new life in Christ, it is not that we are weak Christians. It is that we are not in Christ at all! And this is the reason why I told this member of our church that his soul was in peril. Because at that point, there is no way that he could say in any genuine sense, “I am a person who is not walking according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.” He can’t say that and lay that title against his life as he says, “I know it’s wrong, but I don’t care. It is what I’m going to do anyway, and God will forgive me. He must! That’s what God does.” 
If a person is in Jesus Christ, there’s a real change. That doesn’t mean that we are perfect people. Don’t get me wrong. But it means we are a changed people and that when we see sin, we seek to kill it in us, even at great cost. 

7. True Christians can and do sin. 
But Christians are on a path that leads to obedience and worship. When a Christians sins, he or she does not remain down in his or her sin. Instead, he or she confesses and continues to walk according to the Spirit.

8. There is therefore now no condemnation, none whatsoever, for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

What a great word to end on! What a gift! 
