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We’re going to be reading from Romans today, chapter 8. We’re going to be looking at Romans 8:9-17. We’ll actually probably only get to about verse 14. But this passage of Scripture highlights the assuring ministry of the Holy Spirit in the believer’s life. The Holy Spirit’s ministry is assuring the believer of God’s grace, of God’s salvation, of God’s freedom in their life. And so we’re going to talk about that amazing ministry of the Holy Spirit in our lives today through Romans 8. This is the Word of the Lord!
9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.
12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.
May God encourage us through His Word, today! 

Every believer is given the gift of the indwelling Holy Spirit to help us along in our everyday lives. So, He’s not just for Sunday morning. He’s for every moment of every day. The Holy Spirit is not given to some Christians, and not to others. He is given to every person who is in Christ Jesus through faith. When the Holy Spirit gives Himself, He gives Himself fully and wholly to the person as He quickens their spirit, as He makes them alive, as He causes them to be born anew. The Holy Spirit does not give more of Himself to some believers and less of Himself to others. It is true that some Christians give more of themselves over to the Holy Spirit’s control, and thus they experience more of His power than other believers. But this difference is not due to a reluctance on the part of the Holy Spirit. Rather, this difference is due to the reluctance on the part of the individual believer to yield every part of their lives over to Him. 

The Holy Spirit is not an impersonal energy. He is not an impersonal power or a thing. But He is a Person. It’s important for us to think about that. The third person of the triune God is as much of a Person as God the Father is a Person, or as Jesus Himself is a real Person. We should not speak of the Holy Spirit using the pronoun “it.” I hear that often and I always cringe when I do because it’s bad theology and I think it’s offensive to Him. Just as none of us would want to be called “it,” the Holy Spirit does not want to be called “it.” He is a “He.” He is a real person. 

When Jesus was about to depart from this world by way of the cross, and by way of the resurrection and ultimately the ascension into Heaven, He told His disciples this in John 14. He’s telling them He’s going to leave and He says: 
John 14:16-17 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 

Every disciple of Jesus knows the Holy Spirit. Jesus is speaking of a future ministry, a ministry that we are currently enjoying now. Jesus promises to send another Helper, another Counselor. That word “another,” means “another of the exact same kind.” The Holy Spirit is another Helper of the same type as Jesus. Whatever was true of Jesus in His personal ministry to the disciples, Jesus is saying that will be true of the ministry of the Holy Spirit to you.  

Some still complain and say, “Yeah, but I still wish I had the opportunity to experience Jesus the way the disciples did. They were able to eat with Him and see Him and reach out and grab Him and touch Him. Wouldn’t it be cool to have Jesus personally with you?” And I say, yes that would be great, and it will be great. We long for that. No doubt! But we did not receive someone inferior when Jesus sent us the Holy Spirit. We actually have an advantage over those who lived when Jesus walked the earth.

Remember that when Jesus walked the earth, He was confined and self-limited to a physical body as He ministered to His disciples. This meant that He could not be with each one of them at all times. But Jesus’ joyful message in John 14 is that the Holy Spirit will not only be “with you,” but He will be “in you.” That is to say, there will never be a moment when the disciple of Jesus will be without the personal presence and ministry of the Holy Spirit. That’s amazing! He never leaves our side. It is to our advantage that Jesus left and sent His Holy Spirit to us because His Holy Spirit ministers in even a more constant and powerful way. This is what Jesus is going to say in John 16.
John 16:7 Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 

Jesus is saying, “The Helper is going to have even a more dynamic powerful ministry to you.” So beloved, we live in an amazing age! We live in an age in which the Holy Spirit has already been sent to us and He indwells His people. He is not merely with us, but He is in us. He’s not given merely to help us worship God in church on a Sunday morning. But He is given to help us worship God every moment of every day, in every relationship. He is ever with us, indwelling in us.  

Well, the question might be asked, “What exactly does the Holy Spirit do?” We’re going to talk about that through Romans 8. But let’s consider some of the truths that the Scripture tells us about the ministry of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 

The Holy Spirit convicts us of our sin and He grants us repentance. He gives spiritual life to our dead soul and He gives us sight to our spiritually blind hearts. He bears witness to us regarding the glory of Jesus. He shines light upon God’s Word so that we can understand it and we can apply it. He gives power to us so that we might witness the Gospel to others. And He opens doors for us to share the Gospel with others. He enables us to overcome the temptation that Satan throws our way. He seals us for the day of redemption. And what a guaranteed sealing that is! He grows love and joy and peace and patience into our lives. He works to transform our practical way of thinking, our practical way of living, our practical way of believing so that we would become more like Jesus, that we would be sanctified. He gives us spiritual gifts so that we can faithfully and fruitfully serve God in His church and in His kingdom. The Holy Spirit intercedes for us when we don’t know how to pray. He comforts us in our sorrows and He guides us into the truth. The ministry of the Holy Spirit is amazing! 
So here we have this precious treasure in the Gospel. It’s the treasure of the Holy Spirit offered to indwell our hearts. And here’s the question I want to set before you this morning: Are you aware of the Holy Spirit’s presence and work in your life? Are you aware, are you conscious of it? You see, if we’re not conscious of His presence and of His ministry in our lives, we’re living way below our purpose. Without the Holy Spirit, we will depend upon our own strength in order to serve and obey God. Without the Holy Spirit, we will languish under the control of our self-life, our flesh and self-will. Without the Holy Spirit, our relationship with God and others will fall short of God’s good purpose. We need God’s Spirit to live a life that enjoys God and glorifies God. Yet many believers go throughout their daily life with no conscious thought of the Holy Spirit’s presence or work in their lives. Let me ask you: is that true of you? 
When I was at Dallas Theological Seminary, one of my professors, my favorite professor, Dr. Howard Hendricks used to ask the class, “If the Holy Spirit would depart from the world today, would you know that He was missing?” That’s a convicting question. Would you know that He was gone? And how would you know?

You see, if we’re not conscious of the Holy Spirit in our daily lives, we wouldn’t be conscious if He were departed. One tragedy of the modern evangelical, is that he or she often tries to live the Christian life without the daily ministry of the Holy Spirit at work. And that’s impossible, friends! No wonder why there’s such frustration. No wonder why there’s such failure. No wonder why the church lacks such zeal and faith and practical righteousness. 
In Romans 8, God explains our freedom from the body of sin and the death that brings us such sorrow and shame. He grounds this joyful experience of freedom purposefully and powerfully in the ministry of the Holy Spirit to us. So, in the previous seven chapters of Romans, the Holy Spirit is mentioned only 5 times. So, not very often! Do you know how many times the Holy Spirit is going to be mentioned in Romans 8 as Paul grounds a foundation of our freedom, of our joy of our salvation into our practical life? 20 times! 20 times in this one chapter! All of a sudden Paul just explodes with an explanation of the ministry of the Holy Spirit to us. How vital it is if we are to live in the joy of Romans 8, to understand the ministry and presence and Person of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 

Let me ask you: Are you assured that you are free from God’s condemnation and that you are God’s child? We’re going to talk today about the ministry of the Holy Spirit in assuring the believer so that we might have joy and confidence. When we are in Christ Jesus, God’s Spirit helps us to know and to be assured that we are free of condemnation and we’re free from the power and control of sin and death in our lives.
Someone might ask: Well why is that so important? Why is it so important for a believer to be assured? Why can’t they just go throughout their life and wonder, “I’m not sure if I’m saved. I’m not sure if I’m free from God’s condemnation. I’m not sure what’s going to happen to me on the Day of Judgment”? Why is it so vital that believers know and are assured of their salvation? Here’s the principle that I believe we learn. Assurance from the Holy Spirit keeps fear from dominating our lives and allows us to live by faith. Fear robs us of our joy and compromises our performance. It compromises our daily living.  
I have been watching some of the Olympics over these past two weeks. Perhaps you have as well. Interestingly, as I was watching the women’s volleyball team play, the camera would pan to this middle-aged man who was part of the staff of the team, but he’s not a coach. And so the commentators went to great lengths to talk about him. He’s a sports psychologist that the team paid for to have him not only work with them prior to the Olympics, but also all through the Olympics. The psychologist was present at the games to help the women on the volleyball team think positively and confidently as they played. A match that seems to be so easily in hand can turn sour. It can turn in the opposite direction very quickly in volleyball. The mental and emotional part of the game is just as important as the physical. If the players don’t stay on top of their fears and their frustrations, it will spell disaster for them. So they paid a sports psychologist to come and continue to teach and encourage strategies to build confidence and calm, so that they could prevail through the match. And evidently he was worth a Bronze Medal. 
Romans 8 teaches us that one key role of the Holy Spirit is to bring confidence into our relationship with God so that we can run our race and win our prize that’s set before us. Paul uses an Olympic kind of analogy in 1 Corinthians chapter 9.
1Corinthians 9:24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run that you may obtain it. 
How do we run so that we might obtain the prize? One aspect of that, is that we need the Holy Spirit who is far greater in effectiveness than a sports psychologist to bring us calm, to bring us confidence, to bring us strength, and to bring us instruction in the middle of the battle. Because that race can turn in a dark direction very quickly. And we need the constant ministry of the Holy Spirit to bring us assurance, to bring us a calm, overcoming those fears and bringing us a confidence that is necessary for us to run in such a way so as to win the prize. 

So we’re going to talk about the assuring ministry of the Holy Spirit. Today we have written in your notes, four different assurances. We’re only going to look at three of those. We’re going to save the last for next week.      

Assurance #1:  The Spirit makes His home in our hearts.  (8:9)

What a blessed assurance it is that God has a future for us when He sends His Holy Spirit to dwell in us. 

9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.  

The Holy Spirit’s presence in the soul of man is the defining evidence of spiritual life. We discussed this last week a bit. We discussed what it meant for the Holy Spirit to dwell in the life of the believer. This passage very clearly says “the Spirit of God dwells in you.” He’s speaking to those who are in Christ. We learned last week that the word “dwell” means to literally “take up residence.” It is a word used to describe a home owner, not a visitor or a guest in a home. There’s a big difference isn’t there in your whole mentality between when you are visiting another house that you don’t own, and when you’re living in the house that you do own? And here, the Holy Spirit comes to dwell in us not as a guest, not as a visitor. But He comes to dwell as the owner of our life. Everyone who is in Christ is no longer their own. They’ve been bought with a price. That’s what Paul says in 1 Corinthians 9.

1 Corinthians 9:19-20 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.

That body is not yours anymore. Every part of our life belongs to God. No part of our life is reserved for self-direction. Not our career, not our relationships, not our money, not our attitudes, not our resentments, not our hobbies.  Everything comes underneath the ownership of Him who now dwells in our soul and who has taken ownership over us. So we don’t have the right to say, “What do I want to do about this situation?” We don’t have the right to say that because our body is not our own anymore. Instead, we ask the question: “Holy Spirit, what would You have me to do? I am yielding to You. I am the guest in my own body. You are the owner.”      
So here, one key of authentic Christianity is simply the question: “Do I have the Spirit of Christ dwelling in my heart?” If I do, then I can be assured that I have a future with God because God never takes ownership and then defaults. We each should look into our lives and ask the question, “Do I see anything in my life that reflects the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit?” I know that sounds mystical as I ask that question. Is there anything in my life that reflects the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit? And it is mystical. But it’s an appropriate kind of mysticism. What in my life would reflect the presence of the Holy Spirit? Last week we talked about that, didn’t we? Look at verses 5 and 6 of Romans 8. 
5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.
Evidence of the indwelling Holy Spirit is that He changes our mindset. We learned last week that our mindset is not merely our thoughts, not merely the information that flows through our brains, but it’s our ambitions, it’s our concerns, it’s our affections, it’s our priorities, it’s our ethics, it’s our values. All of these things begin to be shaped and bent toward the Spirit and away from our flesh. Do we see the Holy Spirit setting our mind on the things of the Spirit? Or is our mind, our ambitions, our hopes, our dreams, our purposes, our beliefs, our concerns, are all of these reflected to the old self life?  

Let me use an illustration of how a change of ownership changes our mindset. When you purchase a new car, and it was only a few years ago that I purchased my first new car. Your mindset changes when you purchase a car, about that car, than it does when you go to Avis or Budget and you rent a car. So if you go to rent a car and you get in the parking lot and someone comes and puts a dent in it, you’ve got insurance and you think, “No problem! Go ahead, hit it again.” It doesn’t matter. If it’s a new car though and you just purchased it, when someone puts a dent in it, you get upset. When you purchase a new car, you care about its color. When you get a rental car, it’s probably not your favorite color, but you know you’re only going to have it for a little while. When you purchase a new car, you want to make sure, you’re concerned about when the oil gets changed, air filters, all these fluids, the brakes. In a rental car, you don’t think about that. You don’t have a concern whatsoever. 

So everything changes depending on whether or not we have a mindset that the Holy Spirit is the owner, or whether we have the mindset that we are still the owner. Look at verse 9 again.     

9a You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you.

The test of the possession of spiritual life is not membership in a sound, evangelical church. The test of the possession of spiritual life is not water baptism. It is not an intellectual affirmation of Jesus’ virgin birth, His atoning death or His bodily resurrection. The test of spiritual life is not sitting at the Lord’s Table and taking it with other believers. The test of spiritual life is not participation in a small group. It is not fellowship with Godly people. It is not zeal in singing praise songs. It is not passion and serving God in Christian ministry. It is not evangelism. It is not giving a tithe to your church. It’s not singing praise songs with joy. These are not enough to bring assurance! They’re all wonderful things. Don’t get me wrong. Every one of those is wonderful and important. But they’re not enough to bring your heart assurance, assurance you need in order to live the Christian life effectively. Notice Paul’s warning. 
9b Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.
The final test of the possession of spiritual life is the presence of the Holy Spirit in that life. Nothing less than the Spirit’s presence is genuine Christianity. And His presence becomes the guarantee of our future deliverance. That’s what we’re going to look at in the second assurance.  

Assurance #2:  The Spirit gives us spiritual life. (8:10-11)

Remember the question that is really driving chapter 8. The question that is driving chapter 8 was found in Romans 7:24 where the Apostle Paul exclaimed in frustration about his own experience of sinning and not obeying. “Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from this body of sin and death?” He’s talking about his physical body that seems locked up to sin and locked up to death. So that’s the question. And Romans 8 is an answer to that. Here now in verses 10 and 11 we come to the final answer that Paul is going to give to finish out that question. Here is the answer to “who will set me free from this body of sin and death?”  

10 But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 
Who sets me free from this body of sin and of death? Well, if Christ is in you, even though you still have a body of death, yet the Spirit of life resides in you and He gives you spiritual life. But what happens to this body? Is death the final word to this body? “I get it. You give me spiritual life and that’s great joy. That’s very helpful as I think about how this body of sin and death moves me towards sin and is moving me toward death and decay. So it’s great that I have spiritual life, but what about this body? Is God going to do anything with that?” And the answer to that question in verse 11 is, “yes.” 

11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.
There are two truths that are really important for us to understand about this life of God in the soul of man, the life that God provides.

Truth #1: Even though our physical body is weak and dying because of sin, God gives our spirit His life right now! And that’s huge! To know that while this external person is decaying, it’s wasting away, it’s moving toward death. And that’s true for every one of us. Some of us are closer than others, but it’s true for every one of us. The first breath we take is the first breath of movement toward physical death. But we don’t have to be discouraged by that because God’s life animates our very soul, and He animates our soul forever! That physical destruction and that physical weakness that bends towards sin is not forever. Rather, right now, we experience the life of God in our soul to connect us to God afresh in real communion. So we don’t ever need to fear that our spirit will die along with our body if we are in Christ.

Truth #2: Sin and death will not have the final say over our physical body. The Gospel promises to redeem every part of us and our physical body is included. God’s Spirit will raise our bodies from the dead when Jesus returns. And when He does, we will experience a transformation. This physical body of ours that is decaying will become a glorious body fit for heaven. So we need not be discouraged that our body will forever be destroyed by sin. It looks that way right now. I understand that. But what is appearing in this physical world is not true. This physical body has a future that is connected to God’s glory. 

That’s what Paul is saying in regards to the Holy Spirit’s ministry. How assuring it is that the Holy Spirit gives this kind of life to us! First, as we look at our decaying and weak bodies, we don’t have to wonder whether our decaying body is an indication that God will give us over to death completely. That’s part of this world. “Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from this body of death?” Well, “Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ.” Death doesn’t have the final say over our weak bodies and over our soul. The Apostle Paul deals with this also in 2 Corinthians 4. 
2 Corinthians 4:16-5:1 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
It’s really disheartening if we’re just looking at the outward appearance of our lives. It’s really disheartening. I have these physical troubles that I don’t think I’ll ever get over throughout the rest of my life. I’m going to have an aching knee. I’m going to have an aching neck. I’m going to have some of these things that I’ll never ever, ever get over. But I don’t lose heart. Why? Because “though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day.” Why is that? Because the Holy Spirit gives life. 
The things that are seen are the temporary things. The things that are unseen are eternal. They’re lasting. Our earthly home is a tent. It’s not a house. It’s just a tent. What do you do with a tent? You set it up for a while and then you take it down. A tent is never meant to be a permanent residence. And that’s the way he has described this physical body of ours. It’s our tent. That tent is there only for the purpose of awaiting a building that is permanent and eternal. That’s talking about our resurrected body. 
What practical difference does this assurance make for the believer? We have spiritual life now and physical life, ultimately. The difference is between living in hope and living in despair. If we get caught up with the decay of this present physical body, we will begin to despair of life. We will grow very dark. And if we don’t fix our eyes on the things which are not seen, what is that? The thing that’s not seen is that this body that is broken down and getting weaker by the day is going to be glorious and invigorated with strength and invigorated with life. It’s going to be so amazing that we can hardly begin to imagine how amazing this body is going to be as God changes it. The difference is between losing heart and giving up on the Christian life, giving up on worship, distracted from God, or being encouraged and striving to please Him. Here’s how Paul rounds this out in 2 Corinthians:

2 Corinthians 5:6-9  So  we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him.  
Does that describe your life? Paul’s body was really broken down. He had a thorn in his flesh. We don’t know what it was, but it was something that hurt terribly every day. He couldn’t get away from the pain. Does this describe your life? How can you be of good courage when your body is in that shape? The Gospel takes the brokenness of this world, and it is broken. Scripture is very real about the brokenness and the grief and the sadness of the brokenness of sin and death.   

The bodily resurrection is the final answer to the question, “O wretched man! Who will set me free from this body of sin and death?” Right now in this fallen body, we have to fight and struggle and war with sin because we still live in a dying body in which indwelling sin continues to reside. We are not completely free from the body of sin and death. Not as long as we live here in this sphere. This body will cause us difficulty both physically, but also spiritually. It will cause us difficulty all the way until we see Jesus. And then it won’t cause us difficulty anymore. Then it will be glorious. 

But knowing these truths, knowing this assurance of the Holy Spirit that this is the kind of life He provides for us, we are encouraged even in this body, by God’s Spirit. There is a day when this body of death and sin will be transformed into a glorious body. There will no longer be indwelling sin attached to that future body. That body will be completely free from temptation and weakness and weariness and depression and sickness and decay and aging and even balding. When we are given that body that is like Jesus’ resurrected body, here’s what we will say. “Oh wretched man that I once was! Praise God that through Jesus by His Spirit, I am completely delivered from the body in which sin dwelled.” That will be our joyful declaration. And that is more true than anything we can see, feel or touch because it is secured by God’s very promise and His truthfulness.    
So the deliverance from sin and death, this answer to “who will set me free from this body of sin and death,” this deliverance from sin and death is “Yes!” It’s already happened, and it’s also “soon!” But it’s not already happened completely yet. That’s the answer that Paul is giving here. Yes, the Holy Spirit is giving you life right now to enjoy God and life to overcome sin. But no, it’s not completely happened. You’re going to have to have war every day. You’re going to have to strive to overcome this body of sin and death and keep your life rooted in the Spirit so that you won’t get discouraged, so that you won’t lose hope, so that you won’t cave in to temptation. For now we must fight and we’ll have to fight all the way until the day we see Jesus, when this body passes away, and then we’ll see Jesus and be given this brand new body.     
I think these two truths about the life God gives us are exactly what Jesus was teaching Martha and Mary in John 11, at the death of their brother, Lazarus. This great statement from Jesus:  
John 11:25-26 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?”  

Now as you read that very popular and we’ll say familiar text for most of you, did you catch the contradiction in Jesus’ words? He says, “Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live. And everyone who believes in me shall never die.” So which is it, Jesus? Is it that they’ll never die or is it if they do die, yet they shall live? But those two things in this one sentence seems to be in conflict with each other. Do they not? They’re not in conflict because Jesus is talking about two different kinds of deaths. 

On the one hand, Jesus’ acknowledges that believers die physically. Yet on the other hand, Jesus asserts that believers never really die. He’s talking about spiritually. I believe that in the first part of the verse, Jesus is referencing the physical aspect of the believer. In the second part, Jesus is referencing the soul or being of the believer. Let me read that verse with that understanding. 
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though his body die, yet there will be a future day when his body will live. There’s a future resurrection for that body at the second coming of Jesus. And everyone who spiritually lives, who is born of God’s Spirit and thus is spiritually alive and believes in me, that person will never die. He will never die in his spirit. Never die in her spirit. Do you believe this?”

There are twofold truths that are very important for us to understand because they give us a foundation to understand the rest of our Christian life, to help us understand why it is so hard today. Why is it so difficult to live the Christian life? Why do I need the Holy Spirit? It’s because we still are living in a body of sin and death. And yet hold onto hope. Hold onto confidence because that is not our forever state. And also in the midst of living in this body of sin and death, we have right now, spiritual life. The assurance that the Holy Spirit provides through the gift of spiritual life radically impacts how we live and how we die. The gift of spiritual life through Jesus removes the fear of death from us so that we can live boldly and courageously for Him.   
How can we obtain this spiritual life? The Bible is most clear. We cannot manufacture spiritual life through our own good works. Look at verses 7 and 8.

7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
You see, God’s Spirit makes all the difference! Left to ourselves, we are not able to know God or understand Him, or to see His glory in the Gospel. It is only by God’s Spirit that we’re able to have this kind of life. And so how do we obtain this life? By going humbly to God and petitioning Him on the basis of Jesus’ work, and by the working of His Spirit to grant us life, to grant us repentance, to grant us faith so that we too would be quickened, that we too would be assured from the Holy Spirit of this life.     

There are two ministries so far of assurance. That’s the ministry of the Holy Spirit indwelling us. It’s the ministry of the Holy Spirit imparting spiritual life to us. And last for this morning:       

Assurance #3: The Spirit leads us into practical holiness. (8:12-14) 
12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.
So what the Holy Spirit does is He leads us into practical holiness. He leads us into a state of killing sin that resides within us. Circle the word “debtors.” To whom is this debt owed? It’s not to the flesh. It’s not to the Law. The flesh hasn’t done anything good for us. The Law hasn’t done anything good in relationship to life for us. So we don’t owe the flesh anything. We don’t say, “Oh, the flesh has given me so much pleasure over the course of my life. I owe it at least not to be rude or violent with my flesh.” No, the flesh only brings death. Please understand that it’s an enemy. So we don’t have any obligation to be kind to our flesh. Our debt, our obligation is to God because God in His mercy has given us everything we need pertaining to life and to godliness. He sent His own son, Jesus to take on human flesh and to die upon the cross in our place so that we might have life, so that we would have joy and would have a future.  

The argument seems to be that since the Holy Spirit dwells in us and since He has given us spiritual life right now and guaranteed a future resurrection for our bodies, we cannot live as though these gifts are not great. We have an obligation to live in view of the greatness and the treasure of the gifts that God has given us in His Spirit when He gave us life and He gave us a future resurrection. So our debt is to God. 

How is this debt to be paid? Paul earlier said that he had an obligation to share the Gospel. So part of his response to receiving this Gospel is “I have an obligation to share it and to proclaim it boldly.” But here, now he moves away from that application and he moves into the application that we have a responsibility to live lives that honor the Lord. To live lives that are pleasing to the Lord’s purposes of worship. We have a responsibility. We are debtors to God. Now, this is not a sense in which we seek to pay back God for what He has given to us. That’s not the sense of this indebtedness. But it is a sense of indebtedness in reference to His great love and provision that is deserving now of our lives. We could never pay Him back, but it is deserving of our honor, of our esteem, of our worship. 
Let me illustrate the difference because it’s very important. If you think that you’re paying back God by the way you’re living, that’s contrary to the Gospel, and you’re way off center. You’re way off of worship. We can’t ever do that. This indebtedness is in reference to His love and kindness and mercy that we could never repay. So, let me use an illustration.    

Imagine a dad is talking to his teenage son and he says, “Son, I just heard you speak to your mom and I think that was dishonoring. You owe it to your mom to speak respectfully to her. She birthed you, she fed you, she washed you, she taught you, she nurtured you, she cared for you, she hugged you, she encouraged you your entire 16 years of life. You owe it to her to speak respectfully and honorably to her.” He is not saying that this teen could somehow pay back a whole lifetime of service and love and nurture by just simply refraining from some dishonoring words. But what he is saying is, “You have an obligation, son, because of the great love and gift that your mom has been to you all of your life. You have a great responsibility on the basis of what you have received, to flow back to her love and honor in return.” This is what the Apostle Paul is getting at in Romans 12, that famous verse.      

Romans 12:1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.
In view of God’s mercy, give your entire selves. That’s what obligates us. It’s God’s mercy that obligates us to live differently from the way that is fleshly, a way that dishonors Him. There is every good reason to live for God’s glory and there is no good reason to live for self-glory. We don’t owe self anything. Self has brought us nothing.     

Notice what the text says next.

13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.
This is vital! Those who put sin to death will live. Those who do not put sin to death will die. The grace of God that brings us His life does not make us lazy about sin. The grace of God awakens us to the danger of sin and motivates us to do anything necessary to put it to death.
So let me ask you, Friend: Is there sin that needs to be put to death in your life? Some habit, some attitude, some selfish desire, some bitterness, some pride, some self-will? Please read this verse carefully and soak it in because it says something that is terrible and frightening. Sin always leads to death. There is an unbreakable link between sin and death. That’s why John Owen would say, “Be killing sin or sin will be killing you.” Let us understand the horrible consequences of unchecked sin in our lives. This is a matter of life and death! This what Jesus is talking about in Matthew 5:
Matthew 5:29-30 If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into hell.
Now someone right away will protest: “Romans 8:1! Romans 8:1! I thought that there was no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” Yes! Gloriously, yes! But please understand, here’s the warning: Not everyone who says “Lord, Lord” will enter the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 7:1) Not everyone who says or believes themselves to be in Christ Jesus, are in Christ Jesus.  

One of the ministries of the Holy Spirit that brings assurance to our hearts is the ministry of producing practical holiness, the killing of sin in our lives and the producing of practical righteousness. That brings assurance that we’re in Christ because that’s what the Holy Spirit does. That’s what happens. It happens always, every time! 
John Piper writes, “If you are not at odds with sin, you are not at home with Jesus, not because being at odds with sin makes you are home with Jesus, but because being at home with Jesus makes you at odds with sin.” 

Again, it’s not the killing of your sin that causes you to be safe. It is your safety in Christ that causes you to kill sin. And so, if you’re looking at evidence and you’re saying, “Well, I’m not really laboring to kill sin in my life. I’m just letting it free flow.” Then what this text tells us is that we’re not in Christ. Sin that is left unchecked and free-flowing in life, it will produce death. And the Holy Spirit doesn’t allow that to happen. That’s why one of His ministries is to put sin to death. How do we do that? Here’s what Zechariah says:

Zechariah 4:6 Then he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord of hosts.
Here’s what Paul says in Galatians 5:

Galatians 5:16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 
You see, the Holy Spirit makes all the difference! The bottom line is that every believer needs to know how to walk in the Holy Spirit, and then walk. Our personal growth in practical holiness is the third assuring ministry of the Holy Spirit outlined for us in Romans 8. As we cooperate with Him in killing sin in our lives, we are assured that we are children of God. Our killing sin is a sign of assurance that the Holy Spirit has given us spiritual life. He’s indwelling us. He’s at work in us. Where there is no killing of sin, there is no evidence of spiritual life. We’re going to talk about that more next week.  
But for now, I want to encourage you. Remember that the Holy Spirit is a Person. He relates to you and He wants to walk with you. He wants to walk with you as a person would walk with a friend. And as you walk with the Holy Spirit, He will instruct you. He will correct you. He will convict you. He will strengthen you. He will guide you. And so the issue is, as you walk, are you letting Him lead in the direction? He’s not going to follow you. He’s not going to follow me. That’s why walking with Him means that we’re submitting to Him. If He turns left, we’re going to turn left if we’re going to walk with Him. If He turns right, we’re going to turn right. Otherwise we’re not walking with Him. 

I’m going to close with a word from Jude. It’s a sobering word.         

Jude 17-21 But you must remember, beloved, the predictions of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ. They said to you, “In the last time there will be scoffers, following their own ungodly passions.” It is these who cause divisions, worldly people, devoid of the Spirit. But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life.
This is how it’s going to be in the last days. Why are we so surprised by this? The apostles were told it. It is these who cause divisions. They take the body of Christ and they start hacking away. They put brother against brother and sister against sister. They’re worldly people. They have a mind that is set on this world and not on the things of eternity, not on the things of God or Scripture. They are devoid of the Spirit. This is going to happen. He’s talking about the Church. This is what’s going to happen in the church. 

But you beloved, lock yourself into God’s love and into His grace. Keep yourselves in the Gospel, “waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life.” This is our great hope and this is our great vision of the future. Because it is built upon the promise of God. How sweet the ministry of the Holy Spirit is to our life.     
