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I invite you to turn your Bibles to Romans chapter 8 today. We’ve been in this great chapter of this great letter for a number of weeks and we’re going to be looking at verses 18-25 this morning. The theme of this chapter is our security in Christ Jesus and the sanctification that God is working now and guaranteeing to bring to completion. This section has to do with the subject of suffering. How does suffering fall into our security and into our sanctification? So we read this very encouraging section of Romans 8 this morning.  

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

May God encourage us today to be strengthened in our hope in the Lord!

During times of deep trial and suffering, we often hear the advice, “Hey, you have to learn to live in the moment. Take just one day at a time.” That counsel is not completely foolish, but it is mostly foolish. True, there is some biblical wisdom behind that advice. Jesus tells us in Matthew 6 that we shouldn’t be anxious about tomorrow. There is no value to bringing tomorrow’s troubles into today. But Jesus does not counsel us to simply live in the moment. That is not Biblical Christianity. Jesus teaches us get our focus back upon the future. 

Children of God do not merely live as though today is all that matters. God has promised us a joyful future and He urges us to live as though our best days are in front of us. He commands us to keep the certain hope of glory with Him ever in view. Yes, we must refuse to bring tomorrow’s troubles into today. But we would be foolish were we not to consciously bring tomorrow’s joys into today. So, do not live in the moment, for this moment is fleeting and will soon be gone. Do not simply live one day at a time, for each day withers like the lily in the spring. Instead, live in the bright prospect of God’s joyful and future inheritance. Live with eternity as your constant emphasis. 

We’ve been learning from Romans 8 that God secures future glory for every one of His children. God purposefully designs our temporary pains to bring us to eternal pleasure in Him. Though our present life may be dark and difficult, our future is certain to be bright and beautiful. And so we’re called to be a people of hope, people whose future and joy is absolutely guaranteed. 

Years ago, I heard a pastor tell a story that brought this encouragement home to me. A woman in his congregation was diagnosed with a terminal illness and only had a short time to live. In preparing for her death, she contacted her pastor and had him come to her house where she told him of her final wishes. She talked about the memorial service that she desired . . . the songs to sing, the scriptures to be read, the Gospel to be made plain. She showed him the Bible that she had used for most of her adult life and she asked him if he would after the service, place that Bible in her casket so that she would be buried with it. 

After prayer with the pastor, she said, "There's one more thing.” 
"What's that?" the pastor replied. 
"Well, I know this is going to sound a bit strange, but I want to be buried with a fork in my right hand." 
"Well, that is a bit strange,” the pastor replied. “Why would you want to do that?”

She said, “In all my years of attending church socials and potluck dinners, I always remember that when the dishes of the main courses were cleared, someone would inevitably lean over and say, "Keep your fork.” It was my favorite part because I knew that something better than the meal was coming. Some pumpkin bars, or some hot apple pie, or some velvety chocolate cake. So, I just want people to see me there in that casket with a fork in my hand and I want them to wonder ‘What's with the fork?’ And when they ask you, I want you to tell them that the best is yet to come.”

Isn’t that good? That woman lived her life in the hope of glory. She awaited her future with eagerness and with joyful expectation even in the midst of a terminal illness. Her hope strengthened her to bear the weight of impending death as she set her mind on her future glory. Her hope in God became a refreshing river that strengthened and sustained her in the desert heat of her disease. Our present progress in sanctification draws strength from the future hope we have in Christ. 

You say, “Well how is that? How is our progress in growing in Christ likeness strengthened by this future hope?” Well, without this lively hope we would succumb to the temptation to give in or to simply quit, because life is too hard. We would grow discouraged, even despairing. And so it is vital that we renew our hope. We put on the helmet of hope that God has provided for us to protect us against the onslaught of the evil one.    

Friend, I do not know the pleasures or the pains of your present life. Each one of you have a measure of both, likely this morning. But if you are a child of God through faith in Jesus, the best is yet to come for you. Whether this is your very best day on earth, or whether it’s the worst day for you on earth, the best is yet to come. That is true for every believer living in this present age. 

In our passage today, we found that six times Paul speaks about hope. So what is hope? I’ll give you a definition. Hoping in God means that we confidently and eagerly await the joyful future that God has secured for His children. We confidently and eagerly await the joyful future that God has already secured for His children. After explaining that God uses our suffering to lead us into this future glory, Paul sets the example of living hope for us in verse 18. 

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 

Paul was an immense sufferer. He suffered much in His earthly life, and yet he says, “When I consider…” That word “consider” is used 15 times in this letter to the church in Rome. It’s a word that means much more than simply to affirm something as true.” It’s a very active word. It’s an action word. It means that we stop and we make some calculations. We cipher it out and we “consider” when we actively confirm the Gospel promises in our hearts and then we embrace them and act upon them. This word “consider” is the same word that Paul is going to use in Philippians 4:8.

Philippians 4:8 “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.”   

That word “think about these things” is the same word Paul uses here in Romans 8:18 when he says “for I consider.” He’s saying, “I’m mulling these things over in my mind very actively and embracing them by faith.” So biblical hope requires that we use the energy of our minds to set our thoughts upon God’s promises actively, and also the energy of our hearts to eagerly await the fulfillment of those same promises.

Friend, let me ask you a question: Do you often consider the future glory that God has promised you? Do you consider that in the way I’ve described it? Your mind actively thinks about it, mulls upon it, rolls it through your thoughts, and then your heart grabs hold of it and says, “Yes, this is mine. I can’t wait for that to happen.” You see, if we do not consider our sufferings in view of God’s future glory, we will wilt in discouragement, in unbelief and in despair. Is it any wonder that our soul is in such disrepair if we’re not considering the hope that God promises for us?  

Paul doesn’t simply take one day at a time, nor does he simply live in the moment. That’s not Paul’s life. Paul says, “Here’s what I do. When I enter into times of deep suffering I take my mind and my heart and I put them to work by fixing them upon the future that God promises me in Jesus Christ.” In essence, Paul is saying, “I do not deny the reality of my present sufferings. I’m not living in a state of denial. But I also won’t be defined by my present sufferings. My life’s identity is tied to my future.  And when I put the sufferings of this time on one side of the ledger they are so small and so minor in comparison to the glory that I see on the other side of the ledger, that they shrink into nothingness so that fear and worry dissipate, and I find my heart filled with joy.” That’s what he’s saying.   

Satan loves to tempt us into thinking that the hardship of the Christian life is simply not worth it. He whispers, “You know, if you simply disobey God, your life will be far more pleasant and trouble free. You can still be a Christian, you just don’t have to be such a serious Christian. Really! You don’t have to be one of those kinds of Christians.” Biblical hope is the means that God gives us to fight these lies and to persevere along the path of sanctification. God’s promises shout to us in our discouragement, “Hang on in faith. All of your sufferings will be worth it. Count on it. That is the truth!”  

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 

What Paul does now in verses 19-25 is to put the beauty and wonder of our future glory on full display so that we would rejoice in hope. He gives two illustrations to strengthen our hope so that we would long for that future day all the more. They are interesting illustrations. The first illustration concerns the physical world in which we live. The second illustration concerns our physical bodies. He takes these promises and he applies them to the physical world that he walks in and sees every day, and he applies them to the physical body that he resides in at the moment. And his purpose is for us to read verses 19-25 and for us to join him in that chorus, “I cannot wait for that day! What a wonder that will be!” The first illustration is

I. God’s glory will be revealed in the redemption of the natural world.  

19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now.

When Paul talks about “creation,” he uses that word four times here in these few verses, he is referring to the physical world of plants, of animals, and of matter. He is talking about the dirt and the rocks, the trees, the birds, the fish, the flowers, everything created, excluding mankind, people, angels, and demons. Those entities are not part of verses 19-22. God teaches us three important truths about this natural world.

--The natural world was subjected to futility.

Notice the words carefully in verses 20-21. 

20 For the creation was subjected to futility, 

That’s God’s description of this natural realm. 
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not willingly, 

He’s personifying creation. Creation didn’t want this to happen, but it happened. Why? 
 
but because of him who subjected it, 

In other words, it’s in subjection. Who is that? He’s talking about Himself, God. God subjected this creation to futility.

in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption…

So he says this natural world is in bondage to corruption. Paul is referencing the judgment that God made upon the earth back in Genesis 3. When mankind sinned they were in this beautiful garden and creation was not subjected to futility at that time. It was not in bondage to corruption at that time. It was perfect, as God made it perfect. And yet, when man chose to sin, he didn’t just affect his own body. He didn’t just affect his own soul. He didn’t just affect his own family. He didn’t just affect his society that would come and arise after him. He affected creation itself. And the curse fell upon this natural world. So God would say in Genesis 3

Genesis 3:17b-18 “…cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field.” 

There weren’t any thorns or thistles, any weeds in the Garden of Eden. It’s not the way God made the world, to be one of chaos and disorder. He made it in order. 
Certainly, the natural world still gives evidence of the glory of God. So, God’s fingerprints have not completely been removed from His created world.   

Psalm 19:1-2 “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge.”  

Paul, in Romans 1 is going to tell us that creation itself speaks of God’s eternal power and His divine nature. (Romans 1:20) But God teaches us here that the Fall brought even the natural world under God’s judgment so that it does not operate the way God designed it to operate in the beginning. “How so? What are you talking about?” I want you to notice again those three words in verses 20-21. 

1. Futility. 

Nature tries to heal its own wounds, but the wounds keep opening. It’s futile. So as much as spring tries to revive from the deadness of winter, fall comes and another winter comes back. It’s futile. There’s one season after the other. There’s never an unending spring. 

2. Bondage.    

In other words, the natural world is unable to do anything about its condition. It is underneath the power of another force, and that force is God Himself, His judgment. 

3. Corruption. 

The natural world is decaying. It is running down. It is moving toward disorder, not toward order. This created world is not what God designed it to be. Nature itself has problems that are part of God’s judgment upon this world. 

You say, “Pastor, what evidence do we have that God subjected this world to futility and that He put this natural world in bondage to corruption?” I think the evidence is all around us. You don’t have to look very long and hard, for the corruption and bondage is universal. There is not one spot on earth that is free from this futility and from this bondage of corruption. There are some beautiful places, but there’s not one spot that is free of this corruption and of this futility. 

I just looked at the news stories of the past ten days. Let me just share a few of them with you. In the last ten days, the state of Oklahoma has experienced 21 earthquakes. Japan was hit by a 7.4 magnitude earthquake this very week. This week, Sabra recalled most of their hummus from supermarkets due to listeria fears. Which really was discouraging because I love that hummus. I took a walk through the park.  Every bird, every rabbit, every squirrel I saw looked nervous. Their heads were darting around. I got close and they would run away, fly away. Why do they do that? Because they’re afraid. They realize there’s all kinds of things seeking to kill them. That’s their daily existence every day. Every moment of every day they are in constant fear of being killed. Some of you deer hunters are discouraged by that. When I walk through heavily wooded areas I have to check for ticks so as to avoid the diseases that they carry. A little tick can put you down. Volcanoes, floods, Lyme disease, malaria, infections caused by bacteria and viruses, tornadoes, tsunamis, blights on trees, aphids on roses, droughts, mildew, molds, forest fires, all these and more. When you see it, think of Romans 8. This creation is subject to the bondage of corruption. That’s what it’s about. 

Someone asks, “Will there be mosquitoes in the Millennium?” And the answer is No, there won’t be. At least ones that bite and draw your blood. There won’t be because that’s not what was happening in Eden. They didn’t have to spray Off on in Eden because there was none of that. All of that is corruption brought on by the judgment of God upon the earth.       

--The natural world presently groans and longs for redemption.

This is a bit more difficult to understand. We’re going to understand it more when it talks about our natural bodies. But look at verse 22. Again, the material world is personified.  

22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now.  

This groaning is a natural cry when a person is suffering. So if you travel throughout the world and observe people who are suffering, you will find that they speak all the same language. That groan is universally understood. It’s a response to suffering. Creation groans as it longs to be made right. Animals long for safety and freedom from fear. Each year, spring winds groan to blow warmth to defrost the ground and fight back perpetual winter. 

--The natural world will obtain the freedom of God’s glory.

This is where the hope is. This is really the whole point of these illustrations. 

19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God.

21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.

There is going to be a day, Friends, when this natural world will be renewed to be even more perfect, more beautiful than the Garden of Eden. It’s all because of the work of Jesus Christ upon the cross. He accomplished redemption upon the cross not just for the children of God, but for creation itself, material creation itself. He was not going to allow one little scratch, one little dent that Satan put into His good creation, into His good purposes, to remain. He’s going to restore it all. So by the end of His restoration, you won’t know that it had ever been in a wreck. It’ll be more perfect, more pristine, more wonderful than ever. And that is the future of creation. And that’s the future of every child of God’s experience with creation when we are in Christ. That’s our hope. That’s what we know is going to happen.         

This redemption it says, will take place at the time of the “revealing of the sons of God.” Now, I believe this references the millennial kingdom when Jesus returns, when the saints are revealed as children. The saints come with Him in glory and power to the earth and rule and reign with Him. At that moment, all creation is going to experience a miraculous renewal and transformation. Listen to what Isaiah writes to describe this future day.

Isaiah 11:6-9 “The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.” 

The lamb won’t be darting around in fear or nervously quaking in a corner. The wolf, who normally eats the lamb, will lie down and dwell with the lamb. And the leopard will lie down with the young, sweet tasting goat. And the calf will lie down with the lion and the fattened calf will be together. And a little child will lead them. Think of that! Do you want to take your toddler and let them lead a lion, a wolf and a leopard together? That’s what is going to happen in the Millennial kingdom. Picture that! 

Do you take some time to think about that day? Beloved, that’s what God calls us to do. That is our hope. That’s what strengthens us to endure the present sufferings. And if we’re not thinking about that, we’re going to be weakened and we’re going to succumb to Satan’s deceptions and his temptations. Isaiah would continue to write:

Isaiah 65:20 “No more shall there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not fill out his days, for the young man shall die a hundred years old, and the sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed.”         

Won’t that be wonderful? The Children’s Hospital won’t be needed here in Peoria because there aren’t any kids that will have cancer or any other kind of diseases. It’s not going to happen when creation is released from the judgment of God and is redeemed. If you die at 100 years old, it will be said, “That guy was really young.”    

All the destructive work of Satan to bring sin and death into this world will be undone by Jesus’ perfect work of redemption. God does not cede over one grain of sand to the evil one’s devastating purposes. What a day of glory that will be! It’ll be an amazing experience. We’ve never had anything like it in all of life, in all of human history. 

II. God’s glory will be revealed in the redemption of our bodies. 

23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 

Now God teaches us the same three important truths about our physical bodies that He taught regarding the physical world. 

--Our natural bodies were subjected to corruption and death.  

This is not how God designed our bodies at the beginning of creation. God did promise Adam and Eve that the day they ate of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, they would surely die. And that’s how sickness and weakness and death fell upon the human body. So the day that each one of us were conceived in our mother’s womb is the day that our bodies begin to move toward a state of weakness and death. That’s the truth for every one of us. Some are perhaps nearer to that end, but every one of us, by the end of this hour, have taken one step closer to this physical body that we received at the conception of our lives in the womb of our mom, this body has just taken one step closer to death. Now that would be devastating and despairing were it not for the salvation that God promises in Jesus. Listen to what Paul would say in 2 Corinthians 4.

2 Corinthians 4:16-5:1 “So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.”

It’s true for every one of our bodies that they are wasting away. Paul is putting our momentary afflictions and our eternal weight of glory in juxtaposition with each other. He says, “It doesn’t compare. What we will experience doesn’t compare to what we are experiencing of brokenness.” As Christians, we are people who walk by faith. We are people who walk with hope. The things that are unseen are the eternal things. These are the lasting things. This tent that is our earthly home will be destroyed unless the Rapture occurs first. 

--Our natural bodies presently groan and long for redemption.  

23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.

Again, we meet this word “groan.” It’s a term that was hard to understand in relationship to creation because God was personifying creation. And we asked ourselves the question: “How do the rocks and the plants and the animals groan for redemption?” But we don’t ask that about this term when it is used in verse 23 of our natural bodies. We’ve all experienced our bodies groaning. We have all experienced sicknesses like colds or flu’s. We have all experienced sensations of hunger and thirst and exhaustion or injury. Some of us have experienced the declining effects of age upon our bodies. Muscles growing weaker, arthritis entering into our joints, cancers, heart disease, dementia, wrinkles. We understand when Paul says that our bodies groan because our bodies are presently in the process of failing us. They will fail us. We’re on a path. 

Notice that Paul addresses not the groanings of all mankind. That’s true of every person’s groaning. But here, he’s talking about we children of God who have this groaning in our bodies. So it’s not just the pains and miseries and weaknesses that he’s speaking of. So these are specific groanings that only those who are children of God experience. 

God teaches us that the Christian’s groaning is different from the unbeliever’s groaning. Why? Hope is at the very center of the difference. We groan with eager anticipation of something about to happen in the future. Earlier, in speaking of creation, Paul used the illustration of the groanings of a woman who is in labor to give birth to a baby. We groan like that. We don’t groan like a cancer patient who is groaning knowing that the end is near and there is no more. We groan like a woman about to give birth. There is pain, but there is purpose and there is a future and there is a joy that is yet to be experienced. And when that joy is finally experienced, the pain will be wiped away. The joy won’t even be worthy of comparing to the pain that we suffered. It won’t be a big deal anymore. 

We know that something good is beyond our groaning. That we are moving toward an ultimately joyful end. What is that end? Well here he describes it as “the adoption as sons.” Someone says, “Well, wait a minute! If you read verse 14 and 15, I thought we who are in Christ have already received our adoption. We’ve already received the Spirit of adoption whereby we cry ‘Abba! Father!’” That’s right! “Well, how is it still future?” Well, he describes that there’s part of our adoption that has already been accomplished. That this new relationship with God is presently ours. This inheritance has already been secured, but there’s part of our adoption that’s yet in the future. That is the experience, the reception of this inheritance. And that he describes as “the redemption of our bodies.”

--Our natural bodies will obtain the freedom of God’s glory.  

Jesus redeems even our physical bodies. God is not just satisfied with rescuing our soul from sin. If that’s all that happened, then Satan would have left a big dent, a big gash in God’s car that would never have been fixed. We had a body. Now we don’t have a body. And now we have to live throughout all eternity as spirits because our body got destroyed by sin. But God says, “No, I’m not having any of that. That’s not the way it’s going to go. That body that Satan thought he was destroying, I’m going to make it into a far more wonderful body so that My grace and My power will be seen in the midst of the darkness of Satan’s assault, and of sin’s death brought upon mankind. This precious hope is not a small doctrine. It’s something that we as believers should be thinking about constantly. Job took comfort in it. 

Job 19:25-26 “For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the earth. And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God,”

In my flesh I’ll see God. Jesus spoke of it.

John 11:25-26 “Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?”

Paul devotes the entire chapter of 1 Corinthians 15 to this theme. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-53 “I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality.”

Paul said, “I’m going to tell you something about the future that up to this time has not been fully revealed.” We’re not all going to experience physical death. He’s talking about the Rapture. 1 Thessalonians 4 says at that moment, when Jesus comes in the clouds, those who are dead in Christ will rise first and then afterwards, those who are alive at the time that Jesus comes in the clouds, we will follow them. We also will be taken up and caught up together with them in the air with Jesus. 
(1 Thessalonians 4:16-17) 

Friends, this is no dry, dusty doctrine, useful for debates in seminary. This doctrine is the lifeblood of our hope!   

A couple of weeks ago, my mom fell due to weakness in her legs. She hurt her shoulder and she needed to be taken to a skilled nursing care center for a time. She’s still there. We pray that she regains her strength in her legs so that she can return home again. We are working toward that end. But her hope is in something far more glorious than a bit more strength in her legs. Her hope is that her body that is weakened by 84 years on this earth will one day be changed from weakness to power, from dishonor to glory, from natural to spiritual. This is the hope of every child of God. Our hope in the glorious future that Jesus has secured for us is central to our present worship of God. It’s central to our progress in growing like Jesus. It is central to our endurance in a life of faith.  

I’m going to close with some applications. How do we apply this great truth? There’s so much here to dwell on, so much here to mull over and embrace by faith. Remember, we’ve been working with this definition that hoping in God means that we confidently and eagerly await the joyful future that God has secured for His children. That’s what it means to hope in God. So, here are some applications. 

1. Wait eagerly for the day of redemption with patience.  

Three times in verses 19-25, God talks about His children waiting, waiting, waiting for the future day. We are said that we are a people who wait eagerly and we are a people who wait patiently. Eagerly means we have this joyful expectation of something about to happen. But we also are patient because it’s not happening yet. We’re waiting, but we don’t give up just because that promise seems to have taken so long to be fulfilled. So this is not sort of a passive kind of waiting. It’s the kind of waiting that is filled with energy and tenacity. It’s the waiting of a baseball fan for the last out of a big game, when their team is ahead. It’s the waiting of a hungry teenager for supper to finally be ready. It is the waiting of an engaged couple for the wedding day to arrive. It is the waiting of a mother in labor pains for her baby to be born. So let me ask you the question, friends: are you waiting actively for the coming of Jesus and for the glory that will be yours? Are you waiting actively? I don’t think our soul will ever be renewed until we begin to wait actively for this. 

2. Groan, but groan in hope!

We are not admonished not to groan. Groaning is part of the experience that we have in the brokenness of this present world. It’s a fact of life that we cannot and even shouldn’t avoid. But remember that in the midst of our groaning, we have hope. We never look at our sufferings without also looking at God’s promises. So groan, but groan in hope.

3. Take our eyes off our present world and fix them on our glorious future with Christ.    

I love this. Here is how Martyn Lloyd-Jones put it. I think he wrote this some fifty years ago. At no time in the Evangelical church has this been more important for us because more than ever, the teaching of this life right now has captured the hearts and the minds of believers. It has just captured them and taken us astray from any thoughts about worship, any thoughts about perseverance, and any thoughts about sanctification. Because we say, “Tell me how I can have a better life right now. That’s what I demand! That’s what I want.” And that’s the reason why all of my Bibles having been telling me that. Here’s what Martyn Lloyd-Jones wrote. I think it was over fifty years ago. 

Hope is the measure of true Christianity, which is through and through other-worldly. Pseudo-Christianity always looks chiefly at this world. Popular Christianity is entirely this-worldly and is not interested in the other world. But true Christianity has its eye mainly on the world which is to come. It is not primarily concerned even with deliverance from hell, and punishment, and all the things that trouble us and weary us. That really belongs to the past. True Christianity “sets its affection on things which are above, not on things which are on the earth.” It is that which says, “We look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal” 
(2 Cor. 4:17, 18).

I love that!

4. Take action to address present world problems, but do not be deceived into thinking we can solve them. 

Paul began this letter by saying

Romans 1:16 “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.”

We keep the Gospel at the center of all our efforts to address the brokenness of this world, or we’ve lost our way. We cannot solve the problems of hunger, poverty, crime, earth’s cataclysms, disease. These problems are part of God’s ordained purpose for this time. It is part of His judgment. He cursed the ground and He won’t lift His curse until His Son returns. So if anyone says we’re going to eradicate disease, or we are going to mend this earth from its corruption and futility and its natural problems, all of that is a lie. It’s not possible! 

Now, this does not mean that we don’t love our neighbors who suffer personally underneath the judgment of God in creation. We are careful to desire first and foremost though, to give people eternal hope in God through the Gospel. So we feed people’s hunger in order to open their hearts to the Gospel. We don’t want them having full stomachs on their way to Hell. We’ve done nothing for them if we are only concerned with the physical aspects of the brokenness of this world.    

5. Use hope in God’s promises as a shield against Satan’s assaults and as an anchor in the midst of storms. 

1 Thessalonians 5:8 “But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation.”

Hope freed Moses from the pleasures of Egypt. Hope protected Joseph from bitterness and despair after his brothers sold him into slavery. Hope gave Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego courage to stand against Nebuchadnezzar’s wicked decree. Put on the helmet of hope. It is God’s armor to protect you from a world of temptations and darkness. 

Friends, the best is yet to come. “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.”  (Romans 15:13)


