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[bookmark: _Hlk485832558]21 And when Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd gathered about him, and he was beside the sea. 22 Then came one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name, and seeing him, he fell at his feet 23 and implored him earnestly, saying, “My little daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well and live.” 24 And he went with him.

[bookmark: _Hlk485836115][bookmark: _Hlk485839488]And a great crowd followed him and thronged about him. 25 And there was a woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, 26 and who had suffered much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was no better but rather grew worse. 27 She had heard the reports about Jesus and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his garment. 28 For she said, “If I touch even his garments, I will be made well.” 29 And immediately the flow of blood dried up, and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease. 30 And Jesus, perceiving in himself that power had gone out from him, immediately turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my garments?” 31 And his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing around you, and yet you say, ‘Who touched me?’” 32 And he looked around to see who had done it. 33 But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling and fell down before him and told him the whole truth. 34 And he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.”

[bookmark: _Hlk485879554][bookmark: _Hlk485879805][bookmark: _Hlk485880417][bookmark: _Hlk485884419]35 While he was still speaking, there came from the ruler's house some who said, “Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?” 36 But overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the ruler of the synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.” 37 And he allowed no one to follow him except Peter and James and John the brother of James. 38 They came to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and Jesus saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly. 39 And when he had entered, he said to them, “Why are you making a commotion and weeping? The child is not dead but sleeping.” 40 And they laughed at him. But he put them all outside and took the child's father and mother and those who were with him and went in where the child was. 41 Taking her by the hand he said to her, “Talitha cumi,” which means, “Little girl, I say to you, arise.” 42 And immediately the girl got up and began walking (for she was twelve years of age), and they were immediately overcome with amazement. 43 And he strictly charged them that no one should know this, and told them to give her something to eat.

What gift can a dad give to his family on Father’s Day that will bring more joy and more future blessing to his family than anything else? Perhaps a dad can simply spend some time with his wife and his kids, encouraging them. Perhaps a dad can spend time instructing his children in wisdom so that they would avoid some painful missteps and so that they would walk in a path of goodness and wholeness. Perhaps a dad could save up some money to help his kids go to college or a technical school so that they could engage successfully in this modern economy. Perhaps a dad can simply be patient and not allow himself to get frustrated with the failings of his children. Perhaps a dad could simply be present, expressing love through leisure and fun activities with his wife and his children, building memories with them. 
We could make quite a list couldn’t we, of gifts that a dad could give to his children and to his family, his wife, that would become very precious to them. But what is the very best gift? What’s the greatest gift that a dad could possibly give? Well, I believe the greatest gift a dad could give his wife and children is the gift of a personally growing, active faith in Jesus Christ. No other gift would present more blessing, more goodness, more eternal joy than this one. A dad’s personal, living, growing faith in Jesus impacts that family for good both now, but also forever and ever. I’m thankful that God gave me one of those dads who gave me that kind of gift. 

I think of many gifts that my dad gave me. I think of his playing football with me and my brothers. And my brothers would always be against us. My dad and I would always lose, but he would take me into the huddle as though the Super Bowl depended upon it, telling me how many steps to race out, to cut left or right, and how he’d pass the ball to me. I think of our snowball fights where he and I again, would be ganged up on by my older brothers. Their fort would always be so much larger than ours. My dad would always end up with snow packed between his eyes and his glasses so he couldn’t even see. We’d be huddled in a corner just getting thrashed by them. 

I think of my dad sitting across the dinner table, telling stories. He loved to tell stories and he loved to laugh. I can still hear his laughter as he told those “dad jokes.” And now I get to tell “dad jokes” to my sons. I think of the car rides we’d take on Sunday afternoons to see Grandma and Grandpa. I think of the discipline that he would firmly and consistently apply to my posterior when my willfulness threatened to corrupt my soul. My dad wouldn’t let me just wander away from truth and from righteousness. My dad gave me so many gifts. The greatest gift by far that my dad gave to me was his ever-growing, ever-present, deeply personal faith in Jesus. This gift is a gift that profoundly impacts me every day of my life, and will continue to impact me all through eternity. 

So dads, let’s think about this for a moment. Do you believe that an active, personal, growing faith in God, in Jesus, is the best gift that you can give to your family? If so, the story in Mark 5 is for you. It’s such a story of encouragement because it describes to us how God grows our faith in His Son. This story reveals that God has a design to nurture our faith and to strengthen our faith over the course of our lives. And then if we are awake to God’s design, we will have opportunity to join God in this work of pursuing a strengthened faith so that we will live for His glory and find our deepest joy in Him. 

If you are not a dad, this chapter is still for you. First, this chapter is for you because the greatest gift that you can give to anyone that you love is also an active, personal, growing faith. This chapter will provide for us access to the great treasure that God offers. And that great treasure is Himself. No other gift could we possibly give ourselves or to other people than the gift of faith. It’s a gift from God, but a gift that we grab onto in our own volition. What is faith? Here’s the definition I would offer you. Faith is a gift from God that connects us to God’s person and to every one of God’s blessings. Without faith we don’t have God, and without God we have absolutely nothing.  That’s why faith is so important. This theme can be traced all through Scripture. I think of Hebrews chapter 11 where God says 

Hebrews 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.  

That’s the only way we’ll have God near in our lives. It’s through faith. John would say this. 

1 John 5:4 For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 

We’re going to consider God’s design for strengthening our faith through this story in Mark chapter 5. The context of this story is that Jesus has arrived back on the western side of the Sea of Galilee after having ministered on the eastern side of the Sea of Galilee, having delivered a man from a legion of demons. He’s traveling back to His hometown, the town of Capernaum. Jesus did more miracles in His hometown than in any other place. And these are real cities and real places. I want to highlight that with this map. It’s a map of Israel.  
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If you look at this map, you’ll see at the top of this map, there’s Capernaum way in the north. That’s the Sea of Galilee (near Capernaum). There’s the Jordan River (the middle of the map). There’s the Dead Sea (in the south). There’s Jerusalem and Bethlehem. And Jesus had been ministering on the eastern side of the Sea of Galilee where He delivered this man from a legion of demons. And He and His disciples then got in a boat and they traveled across by sea through the Sea of Galilee, back to their home town of Capernaum.          

When His boat arrived on the shore, there was already a huge crowd that had gathered to meet Him. They had heard that His boat was going to arrive. And in the midst of the throng of people, Jesus observed a very familiar face. A man approached Him. I don’t believe he’d ever approached Him with such vigor before. And that man’s name is Jairus. Jesus knew him well because Jairus was the ruler in the synagogue, a synagogue where Jesus had frequented often throughout His life in Capernaum. And as we look at the city of Capernaum, we have another picture for you. 
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This picture was taken a few decades ago, but it shows the uncovers of archaeological discovery of the city of Capernaum. So here’s the Sea of Galilee (on the far left) and here’s the city of Capernaum as it would have been during Jesus’ time. Here is the synagogue where Jairus is the ruler. (on the right) These would have been homes and places of business. (the section in the middle) And then this is interesting. These walls were built later, so they wouldn’t have been in Jesus’ time. These round walls are built on top of what is confidently believed to be Peter’s home. (on the left, near the Sea of Galilee) So you see Peter lived not too far, within a stone’s throw of the synagogue. The synagogue was the center of this community in Capernaum. I have another picture of the synagogue.  
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Now these ruins, the limestone ruins were built in the fourth or fifth century. But they would have been resting upon the very foundation. So this white limestone is built upon this black basalt foundation. And that black basalt foundation was from the time of Christ. So these would have been the very stones that Jairus would have walked on, that Jesus would have walked on, when they went to the synagogue. So, it’s important for us to read these stories as real stories, with real people in real places. 

Now Jairus, being the leader of the synagogue, he is known by everyone in the community. He’s respected by everyone. He’s likely wealthy. He certainly is very powerful and influential. He oversees the worship services in the synagogue. He would have decided who prayed publicly, who taught Bible lessons, who read the scrolls. He would have secured the scrolls, the Scriptures, for the synagogue to read from. And he would have taught Bible lessons as well. If anyone had “arrived” in life and needed very little help from anyone else in the community, it was this man, Jairus. He was pretty self-sufficient. He was “somebody.” Spiritually however, Jairus had several obstacles that stood in the way of true faith in God. I want to think about three specific obstacles for Jairus because I believe they’re obstacles that we face as well. The first obstacle that Jairus faced to genuine biblical faith was   

1. Temporal riches.  

He was a wealthy man who was self-sufficient. And money is corrupting. At least, it tempts us toward corruption. Money whispers to us, “Trust me. I will take care of your every need.” And money does take care of so many of our temporal needs. We are tempted to believe all of its promises. But Jesus said no one can serve two masters. He will either love the one and hate the other, or he will hate the one and love the other. We cannot serve God and mammon. (Matthew 6:24) It’s not simply that we should not serve God and mammon, or money. It is impossible to serve God and money! And so money undoubtedly had a stronghold in Jairus’ life and Jairus had to choose between the two. Jesus often spoke of this obstacle to genuine faith. I believe it’s something that every American should consider when we think of our spiritual life, asking ourselves, “Is the love of money an obstacle to genuine, spiritual faith in my life?” Because Jesus said

Mark 10:24b-27 But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with God.”

And that’s what these two stories teach us. We will only be rescued through the impossibility of God’s infinite and powerful grace. In order to have faith, Jairus would need to repent of his love for money, his trust in money. The second obstacle to faith for Jairus was      

2. The fear of man. 

Jairus was popular among the religious elite. He liked being well-thought of by everyone in the community. Jesus, in uncovering the sins of the religious elite, brought about contempt from the religious elite toward Him. And so undoubtedly, Jairus is thinking, “If I get too close to Jesus, then what will all these other important religious leaders think of me?” The natural heart of man desires the approval of others and this would have been an obstacle to genuine faith. Jairus would have had to choose. “Am I going to fear man, or am I going to fear God?” If Jairus would move toward Jesus in faith, in devotion, and in commitment, undoubtedly many of his friends would abandon him and he would lose much of his status within the community. 

The third obstacle to faith…it’s not just temporal riches. It’s not just the fear of man. These also plague us because we face these same obstacles. But it’s also 

3. Self-righteousness.  

Jairus is a very religious man and a very moral man. He is morally good. He’s not like many of the sinners who simply lived such reprobate, openly rebellious lives. He, for the most part, as he memorized God’s law and taught it, made every effort to obey it down to the minutest details. And so in comparison with other people, he lived a very morally upright life. Self-righteousness blinds natural man from seeing the darkness of sin in our own soul. He was comparing himself with others instead of comparing himself with God and God’s holiness. And so Jairus would have been tempted to trust in his own personal righteousness to commend himself before the Lord. No spiritual disease is more subtle and sinister than the sickness of self-righteousness. This is why Jesus taught  

Matthew 5:3 Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.    

We must come and recognize the bankruptcy of our own soul. 

Now as we saw from the picture, Peter’s house was in Capernaum. Undoubtedly Peter would have known Jairus. Imagine for a moment Peter inviting Jairus to come and listen to Jesus, or perhaps even more boldly, to come and follow Jesus. Jairus likely would have said, “Not today. Maybe some time, but not today.” There was too much at stake in Jairus’ natural life to follow Jesus, to believe in Him, to give himself over to Him. He would have jeopardized his status, his influence, his possessions. Furthermore, he would have asked, “Why do I need Jesus? I’m living a pretty good life right now. Everything is going great. Why do I need Jesus? God already approves of me.” 

Now if God were to draw a person like Jairus to faith in Jesus Christ, what might God do to remove these obstacles that would keep Jairus from biblical faith in Jesus? Let’s personalize that question. If God were to draw a person like me to genuine, committed faith in Jesus, what might God do to remove the obstacles that stand in my path from committing myself to Christ in faith? When Jairus approached Jesus on this day, God had done something to remove those obstacles. He brought Jairus to a place of utter desperation.

I. Desperation: God uses our desperation to undo our self-reliance. 

22 Then came one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name, and seeing him, he fell at his feet 23 and implored him earnestly, saying, “My little daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well and live.”

One of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name, pushed his way through this huge crowd of people and seeing Jesus, he now lies prostrate before Jesus imploring Jesus earnestly. He had heard of Jesus’ miracles. It’s likely that he had seen Jesus do many miracles. And now he needed a miracle. He’s desperate! 

I can hardly imagine a trial more difficult than the one that confronted Jairus. His little girl, his only little girl, a little girl whom he loved more than life, the joy of his heart, was sick to the point of death. He had left her that very day as she lay still, gasping, sweating feverishly, weak, pale. He needed a miracle. All the doctors undoubtedly that he had brought in to resolve this problem, were at a loss. They had nothing to do that they could be confident would help her. 

Think of this sweet little girl. This sweet little girl likely loved her daddy. She likely kissed him every morning as he left on his way to his daily responsibilities. And that kiss carried Jairus throughout all of his day with great strength and encouragement. And then when Jairus arrived home at night, she was likely a little girl who jumped up with joy and gave him that great big hug that took away all the worries, all the concerns that piled upon his shoulders in that day. Now she lies listless in her bed, unable to smile, unable to rise, unable to embrace him. Jairus, by God’s sovereign design, is brought to the very end of himself. And this is where faith begins. 

Let me ask you: Has God brought you to the end of yourself? Are you desperate in your need? Do you realize that you are lost without God? God does not always use the sickness of children to make us desperate. He often uses other circumstances. He uses our problems at work. He uses personal illness, like He did with the woman in the story. He uses broken relationships like a shattered marriage or a fractured relationship between parents and children. God sometimes uses emotional troubles such as depression, anxiety. God sometimes uses the guilt or shame of some soul-destroying sin in order to awaken us to the desperation of our need. But the truth is this. If God is merciful to us, He will bring us to the end of ourselves. That’s where hope begins. That’s where faith begins. We cannot benefit from God’s grace if we are satisfied with our lives without Him and if we feel sufficient in our own resources.          

Peter had come to understand this because God worked in Peter’s life as well. He  designed to bring Peter to a place of utter desperation. He did it many times throughout Peter’s life. And this is what Peter learned. He writes about it in his first letter. 

1 Peter 5:5-7 Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.

Clothe yourself with the sense of being in desperate need. God opposes the people who are self-reliant, but He gives grace to the people who recognize they are desperate. Please keep in mind that Jairus did not come to Jesus because he loved Jesus. Jairus came to Jesus because he desperately needed Jesus. That’s where faith begins. Our desperation is God’s gift that opens the door to our personal encounter with Christ. Here, in our desperation, we receive Christ’s personal presence and the miracles of love and joy that He produces in our life. 

This desperation is not a one-time event. It’s not something we had one time a long time ago, and then move on from. This sense of desperation is ongoing, every day throughout the life of a follower of Jesus. And I believe this is especially true of parents. There have been many times that God has used circumstances in the lives of my sons to drive me to my knees in absolute, abject poverty and in my desperation, my neediness for His rescue. And there will undoubtedly be more times that God uses that circumstance as well as others. As a follower of Jesus, I no longer see my desperation as some evil to avoid. My desperation is an opportunity that God is sovereignly ordaining to draw me nearer to Him, to see His great worth, and to receive more of His grace to be at work in my life. Here’s what Peter says about these circumstances that bring about our desperation and how they interact with faith. 

1 Peter 1:6-9 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

These are trials that bring about this sense of desperation and neediness. God says, “I love you enough to design to bring you a strengthened, active, living faith. And that faith is more precious than gold that is refined by fire. And I’m going to bring certain fiery trials in your life in order to give you this gift. It is a gift that I guarantee will bring about a joy that is eternal and inexpressible.” Desperation! God uses our desperate circumstances to bring about an awakened faith. 
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II. Delay: God uses His delays to fuel our hope in Him.  

We get to the point of desperation. We call out upon God and we say, “God, rescue and rescue right now!” 
And God says, “No, I’m going to wait. I’m going to delay on that rescue.”
“But God, I need You.”
God says, “I know. I’m here and I will provide for you. I will protect you. I will be with you. But I have ordained a delay to fuel your hope in Me.” 

Imagine the urgency that Jairus felt when he finally lay prostrate before Jesus and Jesus told him that He was going to go with him to his home. He left home that day with his daughter breathing unevenly. She is still and she is pale. She is perhaps shaking with a fever. Jairus likely powered through the crowd to get to Jesus. He is an important man. He had that influence. And when he got to Him, he likely grabbed Jesus around the shoulders and said, “Let’s go! Let’s go! Let’s go!” Jesus was being thronged, Mark says. That means there’s so many people so tightly packed that Jesus is just being jostled back and forth. And Jairus was on a mission. “My little daughter could breathe her last at any moment. I have to get Jesus to her right now!” And so you can imagine the urgency, the rushed sense that was in his heart as he was bringing Jesus through the crowd to get Him to his home. And there, this woman appears.      
  
25 And there was a woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, 

God is linking these two stories together. He does it in Matthew, Mark and Luke’s gospels, and He does it purposefully. This woman has many similarities to Jairus. When Jairus received the joy of a new little girl born into his family, this woman received the difficulty of an illness that would plague her now for these twelve years. She had suffered so much and gone to such lengths to find some relief.     

26 and who had suffered much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was no better but rather grew worse. 

She went to as many physicians as she could. But instead of making her any better, the physicians applied certain specific prescriptions that only made her worse. And that often happened in the 1st century. And furthermore, they took all her money. She had no more money. She was absolutely destitute. So think of her. Her illness caused her to be isolated and an outcast from society because she was unclean. She had no money. She was in severe pain and likely filled with exhaustion every day. And that was her life for twelve straight years without any respite, without any relief.  

27 She had heard the reports about Jesus and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his garment. 28 For she said, “If I touch even his garments, I will be made well.” 

She had heard about Jesus and His miracle working power. She thought, “If I could just get close enough to Him to touch His garments…I do not expect Him to pay attention to me. I’m an outcast. I’m a nobody. But if I could just get close enough to touch His garments, then I will be made well.” And she reached out and she touched His garment. 


29 And immediately the flow of blood dried up, and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease. 

Such is the power of Jesus, God’s Son! 

This woman’s condition is described in such a stark and hopeless manner with purpose. Jesus used desperation in her life to awaken faith as well. She had suffered much for twelve years under many physicians. She spent all she had and she was no better, but rather, she grew worse. We’re not even given this woman’s name. We know Jairus’ name, but this woman is non-descript even to this day. We could hardly describe a greater contrast between Jairus who is influential, wealthy, self-sufficient, powerful, respected, included, and this woman who is impoverished, who is isolated, who is outcast, who is set aside and was excluded from community life. And yet for all the differences that separated these two individuals, what joined them together was their mutual desperation and their belief that Jesus could help them. 

You see, we’re all equal before the Lord. God is not a respecter of persons. God loves both Jairus, this wealthy, influential man, and He loves this impoverished woman. And He is working to strengthen faith so that they would connect to Him and be blessed. This woman is so humble that she didn’t think herself worthy to take Jesus’ time. She simply hoped to get close enough. When she touched Jesus’ garment, she was healed.   

30 And Jesus, perceiving in himself that power had gone out from him, immediately turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my garments?” 31 And his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing around you, and yet you say, ‘Who touched me?’” 

At this, the disciples thought Jesus’ question was ridiculous because Jesus was being jostled at every half step. He had many people touching Him. And they said, “What do You mean, who touched You?” But Jesus continued looking for the woman who touched Him in faith, who touched Him for the purpose of being healed. 

32 And he looked around to see who had done it. 33 But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling and fell down before him and told him the whole truth. 34 And he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.”
        
Remember, Jairus had come to Jesus because of the desperate plight of his daughter. And now, Jesus looks at this dear woman who has been an outcast and unclean, and He says, “Daughter!” He includes her in His own very family. It is faith that connects us to the living God and thus connects us to all of His blessings. Jesus never helps us with temporal troubles without bringing us into relationship. Jesus is not merely interested in performing miracles to help us with temporal troubles. Jesus wants us to know Him personally and to know of His personal love for us! So, Jesus commends this woman’s faith. It’s faith that connects us to God’s grace. That’s why faith is our greatest need, because all of our needs are met in God and in the midst of His grace. 

Now for all of the joy and happiness that this part of the story is for this woman, imagine how frustrating it must have been for Jairus. Because you know that every moment is a vital moment when your daughter can move from being rescuable to being un-rescuable. She can move from being sick to being dead. And he’s saying, “Jesus! Let’s hurry!” You can imagine the urgency in his own heart. There’s no time to lose! “Why are we stopping?! Why are we taking time to talk after the miracle is done? The miracle is done. Let’s not talk about it. Let’s move on!” Jesus wants Jairus to see His personal care and provision for this woman to build up Jairus’ faith. And in fact, I believe the main purpose is even for Jairus to experience a delay in the deliverance that Jesus is going to offer. 

It is in the midst of delays that our faith is strengthened. This delay is designed by God and it is purposeful and it is necessary. And that’s true of every delay that we experience in the midst of our desperation. Jairus’ faith is not yet authentic. He needs to see what authentic faith is. God gives him a great example in this dear woman of authentic, genuine, biblical faith. But this delay also creates a context in which Jairus would lean deeper into the Lord Jesus so that his dependence upon Him would grow, not diminish as the result of this delay. Beloved, if God is delaying in giving an answer to the desperate cries of our heart, know that that delay is not arbitrary. It is not mean-spirited. It is not neglectful. But that delay is always purposeful. It is designed to bring about increased joy and strengthened faith. This leads us to the third stage of God’s development and strengthening of faith.   

III. Distress/despair: God uses our distress/despair to point us to His promises. 

35 While he was still speaking, there came from the ruler's house some who said, “Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?”

While there was this delay, a representative comes from Jairus’ house and says to Jairus very plainly, “Your daughter is dead.” These are words so final, so hopeless, so jarring! Jairus’ heart must have just sunk through his chest to the floor in despair. “You daughter is dead.” Jairus’ faith is first challenged by the delay, but then by this despairing report. The principle we learn about faith is that genuine faith grows past the hard realities of present day circumstances. Genuine faith believes God to do the impossible in order to fulfill His promises to us. God always overcomes every obstacle when He makes promises to us.     

36 But overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the ruler of the synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.”

Jesus comes to Jairus and He encourages and strengthens faith. Both of those commands are commands in the present tense. “Jairus, you need to put away fear. Stop fearing! Anxiety is grabbing hold of your heart, grabbing hold of your throat. Stop fearing and continue believing. You’ve begun to believe in Me, Jairus. Don’t stop! Keep it up. Embrace your faith. Don’t throw away your confidence. Do not let this bad report move you from faith in Me. Do not fear, only believe.” If we have begun in faith, let us not throw away our confidence in Jesus Christ. In the midst of despairing reports even, let us not throw away our confidence in Jesus Christ. A new day will dawn and we will see God’s beautiful, wonderful design! Do not fear! Continue in your faith. Jesus will prevail every time! Hebrews would say this:

Hebrews 10:35-38 Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may receive what is promised. For, “Yet a little while, and the coming one will come and will not delay; but my righteous one shall live by faith, and if he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in him.”

Trust God to be true for all of His promises! All of His promises find their ‘Amen’ in Jesus. (2 Corinthians 1:20) The fulfillment of that promise, of that deliverance is yet future. Stop fearing and believe! Press into faith in the midst of the despairing reports. And the final stage is 

IV. Deliverance: God uses His deliverance to confirm His worthiness. 

36 But overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the ruler of the synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.” 37 And he allowed no one to follow him except Peter and James and John the brother of James. 38 They came to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and Jesus saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly. 

There are friends and family who are genuinely mourning, but then in Jewish context, there are professional mourners who have come and they are wailing and weeping loudly. They’re trying to set a stage, an environment, an atmosphere of mourning. They manufacture their wailings and their tears. In Jewish custom, the body of the little girl would have been taken and buried the very same day. So all of this was a scene of great commotion. In the middle of this commotion, Jesus shines this amazing, bright spotlight of hope. 

39 And when he had entered, he said to them, “Why are you making a commotion and weeping? The child is not dead but sleeping.” 40 And they laughed at him. But he put them all outside and took the child's father and mother and those who were with him and went in where the child was.

Think of that! Everyone knows the child is dead, and Jesus comes. He’s the Son of Man and He says, “The child is not dead but sleeping.” At this, the professional mourners break out of their fake mourning. The genuine mourners continue mourning, but the fake mourners stop and they start laughing in derision at Jesus. Jesus says she’s only sleeping. Every person who is in Christ never dies. It’s true that Jairus’ daughter was only sleeping, but it’s true of every person who is in Christ in the sense that death is not the last word. Death is always overcome. There is a future resurrection. Death never robs us of hope. Death never robs us of life. Jesus died. Jesus rose again. In Him, we too will rise. That’s the truth. Now there are a couple observations here.

1. Jairus brought Jesus to his daughter because he believed that she needed Jesus to rescue her from her sickness.    

Let me speak to dads here for a moment. Dads, one of the responsibilities we have is to bring Jesus to our kids. Jairus could not bring his little daughter to Jesus. She’s dead! And we can’t bring our kids to Jesus. They have to personally believe if they’re going to open up their hearts to Christ. So we cannot bring our kids to Jesus. What we can do is bring Jesus to our kids. And that’s our responsibility. It’s to ask every day, “How can I set Jesus in front of my children?” My children, like your children, were born in a state of spiritual death, spiritual disease, darkness, lost, hopeless. Their condition was desperate! And I knew that from the time they were this cuddly, cute, wonderful little baby, that that was their condition. And for Christian parents who understand that’s the spiritual state of the soul of these little ones, we say, “I’ve got to get Jesus in front of my children and ask Jesus to do a miracle in their lives.” And that’s what Jairus did. And that’s our responsibility as well. Our children need a miracle to happen in their lives and only Jesus is able to perform that miracle. 

Now keep in mind, that this is much different  from bringing Jesus’ morality to our children. There’s a great difference between bringing Jesus to our children and bringing Jesus’ morality. And many church people confuse this, and they confuse it with horrible results! God does not simply call us to bring the morality of Jesus. Jairus doesn’t come up to his daughter and say, “Now, little girl, what you need to do is you need to tell the truth, and you need to not be angry, and you need to obey your mom and dad, you need to…” What would that have done with a little girl who was dying? It would have given no nope whatsoever. Now, it’s right and good to bring Jesus’ morality after Jesus raises them up to life. But what our children need first is they need a transformational, miraculous encounter with Jesus, the One who is able to do the impossible. 

How do we bring Jesus to our children? We bring Jesus to our children first, through the Gospel, through the Word of God. We say, “I’m going to try to bring the Word of God and the Person who reveals Himself through this Book by God’s Spirit, to my children as much, as often, in every way I possibly can. In the morning, in the afternoon, in the evening, through my life, through my direct teaching, through my precepts. They need Jesus in front of them. And then I’m going to get on my knees and I’m going to plead for Jesus, just like Jairus did. “Jesus, would you come? Would you come and visit my daughter, because my daughter needs you?!” I’m going to be desperate for my children! On this Father’s Day, if there’s nothing else that we take away as Christian dads, let’s take away this. We need to be desperate for our kids, to bring Jesus to them whether they’re young little ones, or whether they’re grown adult ones. We need to bring Jesus to them and pray that Jesus would show compassion and do a miracle. Because Jesus does that.

2. Jesus didn’t let the skeptics see the miracle that He performed. 

He says, “You stay out of the room, guys. You laughed at this. And I’m not here to prove Myself to people who mock or reject Me. And so don’t expect it. I’m not going to prove Myself.” He took mom and dad and He took these three disciples. “If you want to believe, I’ll show the tremendous power of My deliverance.” And that’s the ultimate apologetic. It’s the ultimate that comes through faith. It’s that we experience the power of God in our lives.  

41 Taking her by the hand he said to her, “Talitha cumi,” which means, “Little girl, I say to you, arise.” 

I love that! Peter is the one who is telling Mark who writes this gospel, all the stories of the gospel. That’s how Mark is getting his information. He does it through Peter. Peter is in the upper room. Jesus speaks Aramaic, but hardly ever is Jesus recorded as speaking in Aramaic. The New Testament was written in Greek, which was the common language of the people of the day. But it’s as though Peter was so touched by Jesus’ tenderness, by Jesus’ compassion, by Jesus’ gentleness, and by Jesus’ power in this little phrase, he tells Mark the Aramaic phrase. And it captures Mark’s imagination. He says, “If you’re reading this and you don’t know Aramaic, let me translate it for you.” It just simply means “little girl, precious, sweet little girl, get up! Arise!” It’s the Word of Christ that brings the power of life into any person’s heart. 

God strengthens our faith as we grow desperate for Him, as we wait upon Him in His delays, as we cling to His promises in the midst of despair, in the midst of circumstances where it seems as though all is lost. And then He strengthens our faith as He shows us His deliverance. In this great miracle let us see proof that Jesus does bring life to dead souls. He raises us up out of the deadness of our own sins as we grab onto Him through faith. And Jesus does that for ourselves, but also for our sons and daughters as well. When Jesus says, “Arise!” When Jesus speaks a word, souls that are dead and hopeless come alive in Him. And that is the Gospel, the Good News. Let us cling to that on this Father’s Day!            
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