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18 Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us. 20 But you have been anointed by the Holy One, and you all have knowledge. 21 I write to you, not because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and because no lie is of the truth. 22 Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son. 23 No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also. 24 Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, then you too will abide in the Son and in the Father. 25 And this is the promise that he made to us—eternal life. 26 I write these things to you about those who are trying to deceive you. 27 But the anointing that you received from him abides in you, and you have no need that anyone should teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about everything, and is true, and is no lie—just as it has taught you, abide in him.  

Some time ago, I read a British satire about a 103 year-old man named Roy Hobbs. 103! How did he reach such a special age? Roy believed it was in large part because he was a vegetarian. He claimed to have exercised extreme self-control when it came to his dietary desires. Everyone knew he was different because for his entire life, he always stood out in avoiding every kind of meat; no beef, no sausage, no bacon. He had said, “Many times, I had been tempted. One time, in the Birmingham train station, I actually bought a burger and raised it to my salivating mouth, but never took a bite.” The vegetarian stuck to his diet with strict adherence except once. He said he stayed in a corporate hotel for work, and in his words, “I succumbed to a frantic bout of pleasure with the full breakfast buffet. I had 14 sausages, and afterwards, I lay on my bed for 2 ½ hours.” (Laughter!) It was perhaps that memory that caused Hobbs to admit he regards his diet with a sense of regret. Even though he believes it lengthened his life to the age of 103, he said, “If I could, I would appear to my younger self as an apparition with a deep ghostly voice that sounded convincing. And of all the advice that I might give, I would say, ‘Eat burgers and meat pies!’” (Laughter!) Here is a man, as one article puts it, “who extended his life span by avoiding meats, and in the end, bitterly regretted having done so.” He lived differently, made sacrifices, stuck it out to the end, and at 103 he finally decided it really wasn’t worth it. Standing out to the end wasn’t worth it.          

How about following God? Is following God really worth all the trouble, all the sacrifice? Is standing out and living differently worth all the pain? Maybe there’s another way that is just as good, but not so hard. Being different is so difficult. Last week we heard John’s warning that the world and the love of the world and the things in the world will try to squeeze us into its mold. 
The group of Christians that John is writing to are called to be different, to stand out as true followers of Jesus. But they might have raised an eyebrow to that call, because they’re facing some serious challenges. This group has encountered some very hard trials, one of which is that some of their very own number had left their midst and followed a different teaching, a different gospel. They’ve abandoned the gathering for another kind of way. New teachers were raising questions about the need to believe in this kind of Jesus and to obey the Scriptures that they have and to love their enemies the way Jesus taught. These are teachers that had risen with claims of special spiritual knowledge and unique anointings. The teachers belittled these Christians and were questioning the very apostolic gospel that they had received and the lifestyle they had embraced. It was an era of uncertainty. And so the remaining members are wondering, “Are we really doing the right thing? Did Jesus come the way we thought? Is this truth we’ve been taught trustworthy? Is our relationship with God real and sufficient or should we be experiencing something deeper? We’re standing out so different and it’s so hard. Is this really the way?” 

All around the world and even very near to us, people believe very different things. There are all sorts of teachings and religions; things that are much easier to believe, lifestyles much easier to follow. And sometimes, they begin to have appeal. And during those times, there are people from our midst who decide that following Jesus just isn’t worth it. John warned us not to love the world or the things of the world and that those things are passing away. But temptation is calling and we realize that standing out as different and distinct is a lot of trouble. We wonder, “Is it worth it? Is remaining distinct and different worth it? Or is there another way, a better way?” John wants to help to answer our questions. In chapter 5, verse 13, we remember that he has written

1 John 5:13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life. 

He wants us to understand what real relationship with God looks like and then to know that what we have in Jesus is a sure thing. He wants us to test the genuineness of our relationship with God. And he has been giving us several kinds of tests. We’ve mentioned a few. One is a doctrinal or truth test about what we believe in regards to Jesus. Another is a moral or obedience test. You could say it’s how we respond to what Jesus is saying. And then the last is a social or love test in how we relate to others who love Jesus in the world around us. They are three different kinds of tests we’ve noted that help us to examine whether or not we have a genuine relationship with God and whether it’s the real deal. 

That is more important than ever because people have left. And so they’re left wondering, “Are we for real? Is this sure? Do we actually know God? Do we believe the right thing?” They’re being challenged and they’re being exposed as different because others are leaving. A separation is occurring. And when others are caving in around us and when standing for what is right seems so hard, it’s natural for us to wonder whether or not we’re doing and believing the right thing. Is it really worth it? 

Today, just like in Jesus’ day and in John’s day, there are people who claim to follow Jesus and eventually decide it’s not worth it, and they leave. Some say there’s a different way, a better way, a new way, a more enlightened and exciting way, a special way. “Follow us.” If you follow Jesus for any length of time, you will discover that enemies arise not only on the outside, but also from within. That kind of difficulty causes us to wonder whether or not our relationship with God is able to last. How will we be able to stand out and then stick to it? How are we going to hold fast to this current gospel and even trust that it is true? How do we ensure that our faith is one that will last? In a hostile world like this, is it really possible to enjoy true, lasting faith? Is being different worth it? 

These are the sort of questions that John’s readers might have been asking. And it causes us to wonder similar questions. John wants them to have assurance. He wants them to know they have eternal life and to trust that the gospel and the truth that they’re holding onto will last. John knows that true followers of Jesus will stand out in many ways. But in the end, they will perhaps most obviously stand out by sticking it out. Lasting relationships with God are based on a genuine understanding of real gospel truth. Real relationships with Jesus will truly last. 

This is a hard moment for John’s followers as they think about what perseverance really means. Others have left and truth is in question. So the moment is hot and John is going to take the heat of this scenario and use it to test the genuineness of what they believe. He is going to harness this heat to highlight the difference between genuine followers and the counterfeits. He is going to harness the heat to provide a doctrinal truth test against which we can evaluate our own relationship with God. The heat of this moment is going to help forge within them a lasting faith in a hostile world. And out of this passage, I think we can draw some encouragements for our own faith. These are encouragements that we need when we stand out in the world. These are some lessons about sticking it out ourselves. We’ll look at three. The first encouragement is 

#1 Get Ready – There will be a difference (2:18-19)  

Get ready for challenges. Being different if you follow Jesus, is guaranteed in this world. Being different is going to be certain. And it’s not only certain, but we need to get ready and embrace the difficulty of being distinct. It will be hard to stand out. 

Philadelphia is known as “the city of brotherly love.” But sometimes, actions speak louder than words. When it comes to sporting events, Philadelphia is known as a particularly dangerous place to support rival teams. There were so many fights that broke out in one of the early stadiums that, according to one article, they had a courtroom and a jail installed as a part of the stadium. There were costs to standing out there. Most people realized it, but some didn’t. There was one event where a police officer was watching two men wearing rival sports teams. They stood up and the entire crowd starting yelling and screaming, “Sit down!” So they did. They kind of slunk into their chairs. And it just so happened that the stadium was passing out free t-shirts for Philadelphia. They just put those t-shirts on, took off their hats, and left as fans of Philadelphia. They had arrived standing out and decided it wasn’t worth it sticking out. The difference was more than they had bargained for. They weren’t ready for how hard it was going to get. 

When we think about following Jesus are we ready for the difficulties of following Him, of being different, of standing out? Look at verses 18 and 19 because you can see there are sure difficulties of following Jesus. John says

18 Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour. 

Then he describes this difference.

19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us.      

The audience John addresses in verse 18 is children. This is who is to get ready. The children are those that John has a sense of affection for and a responsibility to. It is these maturing Christians that he cares for and who have been following Jesus decades after He had risen and ascended. And to the audience he addresses as children, he notes a timing.             

18 Children, it is the last hour, 

This is a term that refers to this age that Jesus had identified. It began with the first coming of Christ and it likely ends with His return in the next age. And that leads to the concerns that John raises. These are the difficulties that we can be sure following Jesus will cause us to encounter. There are two. The first is gospel deception and the second is gospel desertion. There is deception and desertion. Or you could say it like this: People will lie about Jesus and then people will leave Jesus. Look first at this idea of deception in verse 18. 

and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have come. 

Antichrist is the term he uses. This is who it is that deceives. And it’s a term that isn’t found elsewhere. John is the one who uses it, but the concept is actually in a lot of places in Scripture. It’s just a compound term; anti-christ. Christ is referring to the Messiah or the Anointed One, the Chosen One of God. Anti means either “in the place of” or “against.” So this is someone who is standing against or in opposition to the Chosen One of God. 

This idea of opposing God’s Chosen One is found in a lot of places in Scripture. And there is some sense from Scripture, especially in the prophet Daniel and in the writings of Paul, where we see there is an ultimate Antichrist. This is someone who would come as an ultimate opposition and stand against Jesus. John seems to reference this as something that Jesus had mentioned. But there is also a sense in which that same sentiment or spirit will be at work amongst many. There will be many who stand against or oppose or even attempt to replace Christ. And we’re supposed to be ready for that. We’re supposed to be ready for deception; that people will lie about Jesus. Jesus said it Himself in Matthew 24. He said, speaking of the latter days

Matthew 24:23-25 Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. See, I have told you beforehand.

Be ready for people to lie about Jesus. They will come and Jesus has warned about it. John references this. There is one who is coming and even there have been many who already have come. They are people lying about Jesus. Gospel deception is something that we should be ready for because it’s going to come expectedly and it’s going to come plentifully. Many have come. And Paul would warn us that this would continue and go from bad to worse. People will lie about Jesus. Not only will people lie, people will leave Jesus; gospel deception and desertion. Look at what he says as he continues on in verse 19. He describes some individuals who he says

19 They went out from us, 

They had been in their midst and then had deserted Jesus altogether. We can take a moment to describe maybe what this is not talking about and what it is talking about. We need to be careful not to think that this is talking about one specific congregation that has the monopoly on all of the Christians, and that as these individuals have left that congregation they are now outside of the faith. There is plenty of room in Scripture for healthy local congregations across the world. There is one body of Christ, a universal church. But that universal church has local churches as expressions of that body. It is not inappropriate to transition from a healthy biblical local congregation of gospel believers, for biblical reasons, to another healthy local church. John is not talking about that. 

There are some churches that would use a verse like this as a weapon to threaten people who have left their gathering. But that’s not what we’re talking about here. When it says “they went out from us,” it’s not just a simple departure from one local congregation to another. I think he is talking about the broader true gospel community. There are people who have deserted that ultimate gospel community. There are Christians who have left this congregation. But what has become clear is that they’ve left the gospel altogether. And John can recognize they’ve gone out from us. 

Now the hard part that we have to ask is how do we know the difference? How do we know if someone has left the broader gospel community? It could be tempting for us to take matters into our own hands as individuals, and we leave one church because we don’t like it and then we just decide, “I want to decide whether or not I have true faith.” And so we bounce around from different gospel community to different gospel community and we just find our assurance in ourselves. I think Scripture would warn us about that. There is something precious about the local church and about belonging meaningfully in a way that other believers know who you are and can affirm your testimony. They can say, “Yes, you are a follower of Jesus.” So when you think about this gospel community, these people are recognized by a faithful local church for not adhering to the gospel. And so there is a hard statement made here where John says they went out from us. There is a lot more that can be said there and if you have questions, please, please, let’s talk more. What this shows, John says, is that they’ve left the gospel community.   

but they were not of us; 

What they proved when they abandoned Jesus’ church is that they show they were never really of Jesus’ church. They were in the midst of the gospel community, but not actually a part of it. They were not true followers of Jesus. John is getting at something here. Real followers of Jesus stick it out. They will persevere! At times they may fail miserably, but they won’t leave ultimately. They will return to gospel community. That’s what John says here. This is how it works. This is the argument he makes. 

for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us. 

Those who are genuine will remain. They will remain a part of Christ’s gospel community, of His body. They will never truly leave Jesus ultimately. 

So people will lie about Jesus. There will be gospel deception. People will leave Jesus. There will be gospel desertion. And as we start to experience that difficulty, we say, why? What’s the point of that? Why would God allow people to come into our midst, to lie and then to leave? And John says the purpose of their leaving, the function that this serves, is clarity. He says people who leave expose who truly belongs to Jesus and who doesn’t.   

But they went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us.     

This has had a purifying effect upon the church. These are hard realities that John addresses, but they are ones that real Christians face. People will lie about Jesus and they will leave Him. We need to be ready for that. We need to embrace the sure difficulty of being distinct. And if you are new to following Jesus, you need to recognize that this isn’t going to be a cake walk. People will lie and people will leave ultimately when it comes to the gospel. And so we need to be ready for that. Jesus warned us! And the fact that people leave doesn’t disprove Jesus. It actually proves Jesus because He said that is exactly what would happen. 

Now if we get that point and we say we need to be ready for that, we might start to panic. We might say, “What should I do? How can I know anything? This is a scary thought. How do we tell the difference?” Well, here is a second encouragement.

#2 Take Comfort – How to tell the difference (2:20-23)
Be ready, but take comfort. This can help us persevere because the difference is something that actually God helps us to make. These are distinctions that He helps us to make. He supplies some provisions to give us a capacity to tell some of the difference. 

Think about this idea of capacity. We’ve had some increases in our capacity to get from place to place and directions. There used to be this thing that was paper and you fold it all up and then unfold it all out. Do you remember what that thing was called? It was called a map. It was this thing that you would use to try to navigate your way around. But all of a sudden, we have an increase in our capacity to find our way around. We have these things called phones and they have GPS, and we don’t stress now. We don’t even know where we’re going, but we have a GPS. And so we plug it in and there we go. 

It was some time ago that Janea and I were off on a date night. I didn’t stress. I didn’t know exactly where we were going, but I had a GPS. I plugged that thing in and 20 minutes later, the date night is not off to a great start. It was a few years ago that we were headed off to summer camp. There was a youth leader who plugged in some coordinates to the GPS and found themselves an hour out of the way, near what appeared to be an abandoned water pump. (Laughter!) We were going on a Student Leader trip in California and it was a couple of hours south. Some students plugged in the GPS, but the battery ran out. They got to talking and all of a sudden found themselves in Arizona, a state away. (Laughter!) 

We can take comfort in many things. Sometimes we take comfort in the wrong things. We need direction. We need help. We want to have a good capacity to find the right way to go. Ultimately, we have something even better than a GPS in direction. We have something very special. We have God’s Word given to us. And God’s Word is given to us as a guide. But there is a sense in which we have the Holy Spirit as a guide. He is the Person who we could say designed the GPS. He is already enjoying and exulting in the destination. He’s almost, we could say, sitting in the car next to us. We have a relationship with Jesus and He has given us as our comfort and guide, the Holy Spirit, who will guide us into the truth of God’s Word. There is something very unique and precious in these verses. We don’t have time to dive into it. There are some misunderstandings and we’ll hopefully touch on a few right understandings. But look at verses 20-23. Take comfort! John says people are going to lie and people are going to leave. 

20 But you have been anointed by the Holy One, and you all have knowledge. 21 I write to you, not because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and because no lie is of the truth. 22 Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son. 23 No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also.             

There are some powerful things in these verses that help us as we think about discerning the differences. There are some resources in which we can take comfort and they are resources we need to appreciate. The first resource is the gospel grace we have received. And then second is the gospel truth we’ve believed. First, look at the gospel grace we’ve received. He uses the word “anointing.” He talks about the anointing we have received. We can take comfort in this. We see first that it happened, the fact of it, and the reality of this anointing. He says 
       
20 But you have been anointed 

That word “anointed” is coming from the same word that we think of in the term of Messiah, Anointed One, charisma. It’s a word that conjures up ideas of how oil was used to anoint certain things and certain people as set apart to God and chosen for a particular thing. You might say why would John use this word? Well it seems like John is using this word “anointed,” and the word “understanding” or “to know” because there are people who have left the midst who are using those same kinds of words to say that they have something different, something special, and that the Christians who are trusting in the gospel are inferior. And so John is using this word as a sort of wordplay to say you don’t need to chase after or wonder or be curious about some special anointing elsewhere, or something you don’t have, a special secret mystical knowledge. He says 

20 But you have been anointed by the Holy One, and you all have knowledge.

There is a special choseness that you have already experienced. The Holy One can refer to God the Father or God the Son. I think here he is talking about God the Son. You’ve been chosen and you have experienced this grace that has already been given and received to you and you have knowledge. You don’t need a secret mystical knowledge that is special and elsewhere. John says the authority of this anointing is the Holy One. And he talks about the sufficiency of this anointing. You have knowledge. He is confident in the presence of the gospel knowledge.  

21 I write to you, not because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, 

He is confident in the presence of this gospel knowledge and in its essence. He says this is the truth. You know the truth. He has confidence in its essence and in its soundness. He says 

and because no lie is of the truth. 

John has confidence in what they’ve experienced and their choseness in the gospel. He has confidence that they have received grace. Part of the understanding of the reality of this grace, I think, is conveyed here through the understanding of the Holy Spirit. They have been chosen and then sealed by the Holy Spirit who provides actually, comfort. Jesus calls the Holy Spirit the Comforter. And when you submit your life to Christ, when you recognize and your eyes are opened to what God has done and the grace of God in the face of Jesus Christ, when the Holy Spirit opens your eyes and shines light upon Jesus, you experience that guarantee or that down payment or that seal, that comfort of the promise of God and that He is with you and will guide you into truth. 

Here is a passage that opens up a little bit of this world. We don’t have time to dive in, but it helps us a bit. In that moment when the disciples are really going to be forced to face and confront how different it is when they’re in the world and how the world will be pressing in against them, Jesus says  

John 15:18-19 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.    

He is identifying you as distinct, other, different. And He speaks about the persecution there that they’re going to face and how they’re aligned with Him. And He describes

John 15:26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me.

This is not a force or a special ability. Jesus says “he will bear witness about me.” This is the Holy Spirit. And look in verse 1 there as it continues. Jesus says

John 16:1 “I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. 

He is saying these things so that you would stick it out, persevere. He says

John 16:2-4 They will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God. And they will do these things because they have not known the Father, nor me. But I have said these things to you, that when their hour comes you may remember that I told them to you.   

There is a comfort that will arrive. The disciples are worried that Jesus is going to go away and in verse 7 He says

John 16:7-8 Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment:   

He refers to the Spirit of truth in verse 13. He says

John 16:13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 

We see the mystery of God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit working together. And it is declared through the comfort of God’s Word that this is how Jesus will work. There is great comfort that comes. And John is saying you don’t need a mystical knowledge, a mystical anointing, some special thing out there. He is saying you already know. You’ve already received the gospel and you’ve received the Spirit. The chosen grace of God has been placed upon you and you experience comfort as you read the truth and draw near to God through Him.

My daughter learns lots of things at school. And much of the time, I appreciate what is being taught. But there are certain times when she comes home with ideas that are somewhat less than helpful. She goes on a variety of field trips on environmental care or dietary lifestyle or customs and beliefs, and she brings back these strong convictions about things we need to change. There is a day where we need to rearrange our furniture based on the time of year. There is a day where we need to trade in our van for bikes. There was one day though that I was called out for eating an Oreo because apparently there are “go foods” and “whoa foods.” (Laughter!) Oreos are a whoa food and I should have been eating broccoli. Now I don’t know if the cumulative effect of the parroted moral judgment was here or the fact that I just had a second Oreo on my plate, but I decided it was going to be a parenting moment. And so I said, “You know, sometimes you have to learn to filter what you’re hearing on these field trips. It’s good to appreciate general principles and to know what other people believe, but sometimes there are just times where you’re just hearing propaganda.” She said, “Well, what’s propaganda?” Propaganda is like when somebody is telling you or teaching you something just to make you say or do or believe what they want. And she goes, “My music teacher does propaganda on me all the time!” (Laughter!) So my parenting moment wasn’t quite yet over. 

But it was kind of an interesting thought, wasn’t it? People are doing propaganda on me all the time, trying to teach me and make me do things and believe things. How do we even trust or know what I believe is sure? How do I really know what to trust? There is a lot to say there. And if you haven’t asked that question before, then you ask it and go into God’s Word and you’ll be on an exciting journey. But here is one encouragement I think from 2 Peter. In 2 Peter, he’s talking about some false teachers and warning of the danger, and here is what he says. 

2 Peter 1:16-21 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain. And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you would do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.                  

God is the one who reveals Himself. God is the one who gives grace and shines the light. It is through the Holy Spirit that He opens our eyes. And there is a bit of a mystery here as God speaks, but it reminds me of that blind man who could not see anything and then once he could see, they’re asking him questions and he says, “I don’t know. I don’t know what you’re asking, but let me tell you one thing I do know. Though I was blind, now I see.” And we’re drawn into the prophetic Word made more sure. God’s Word is sufficient. There is so much we could say, but John is saying you don’t need something special. You have what you need; the grace. And not only the gospel grace you’ve received, but you have the gospel truth you’ve believed. That’s your anointing. What it has led you into is this confession. We see how God’s Spirit has led us to God’s Son.

The image of light is often associated here. And I think as J.I. Packer says, the Holy Spirit is often like a spotlight. The intention is not so much to draw on Himself, but He is shining the light somewhere, and it is on the Person of Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit reveals the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

And here is the truth that we have believed. Jesus Christ is both Christ and He is Lord. You see the basics of Jesus’ Messiahship as the Christ in verse 22. He is the Chosen One, the Christ, the God-man who came to restore man to God. He is the One that God promised would come and who would be the sacrifice or propitiation for the sins of the world, that we saw in 1 John. This is who Jesus is. And John says   

22 Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? 

Who tries to obscure the light the Holy Spirit is shining on Jesus? He says the liar is the one who tries to deny that Jesus is the Christ.

This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son. 

Anyone who says that Jesus isn’t the Christ, isn’t the Messiah, isn’t the Chosen One, they don’t know God. They not only don’t know God the Son, but they don’t know God the Father. We confess the son’s Messiahship, that He is the Christ. And we confess His deity. We believe that He is Lord or God. 

23 No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also.             

It’s a sweet thing that my parents are here. It’s kind of a fun thing that God has brought them in this weekend. I was remembering as I thought about this verse, early on when we started to go to church. My mom had sort of started to set aside the Bible when I was younger and said, “I can’t trust it.” But through some circumstances brought about, the Holy Spirit opened her eyes and showed her that Jesus is God. And she decided, “I don’t know if I can trust the Bible, but I can trust that Jesus is God.” And so she found that there was a Bible with red letters. So she would read those red letters. “I don’t know about the black letters, but I’ll read the red letters.” Then she came and she talked to this guy, Pastor Ritch, and he said, “You know, some of those red letters are quoting some of those black letters.” “Now I gotta read those, too,” she said. So she started reading. And what you realize is that 

23 No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also.             

You realize that God is one. And you don’t see Jesus as this kind and loving God, and that God the Father in the Old Testament is this mean and evil, dark character. No, this is one and the same God, and as you have the Father, you have the Son. And if you confess the Son, you have the Father also. There are people who would divide God and maybe set aside the Old Testament. They misunderstand who Jesus is and who God is. And John is saying you know who Jesus is. You confess Him as Christ, as Lord, and you experience relationship with God. Take comfort through this anointing and confession, that you actually have true relationship with God. The last encouragement is to 

#3 Stand Firm – What this difference requires (2:24-27)  

For real followers of Jesus, being different is going to require God’s help to stand firm. And to do that, we’re going to need to rehearse God’s sufficiency to keep us distinct. We’re going to need to rehearse in our mind and heart that God is sufficient. He’s able. He’s enough, and He will keep us distinct. He will help us to remain faithful. Look at verses 24-27. This difference requires that we stand firm. He says

24 Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. 

He’s talking about that Gospel message. You understand what has been taught. Let it abide in you, remain in you.

If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, then you too will abide in the Son and in the Father. 25 And this is the promise that he made to us—eternal life. 26 I write these things to you about those who are trying to deceive you. 27 But the anointing that you received from him abides in you, and you have no need that anyone should teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about everything, and is true, and is no lie—just as it has taught you, abide in him.  

There is a difference that we’re supposed to maintain here in standing firm. Here are some provisions upon which we can stand firm. The first is what I call gospel orthodoxy. It’s just the normal, basic, simple teaching about Jesus. This is the sacred instruction that we have to uphold. John says 

24 Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. 

The message you heard about Jesus, let it remain. And you could even say, let it take root and bear fruit. Let it dwell in you richly, Paul would say. And that word “abide” is related to the word “remain.” Remember, he said that when they went out from us, they didn’t remain with us. Let God’s Word remain or abide within you, and then you know you remain and abide with God. There is a close relationship between your relationship with God and you’re relationship with His Word. If you want to know security and closeness and abiding with Jesus, then you have to let His Word abide in you.       
If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, then you too will abide in the Son and in the Father. 

Now what is the promise that He made? If we have the Son and the Father, if we’re in relationship, what comes from the Father? He says 

25 And this is the promise that he made to us—eternal life. 

The preciousness of that relationship is eternal life that comes through the truth. We need to stand firm on God’s truth. We can call this gospel orthodoxy. This is the basic message we have received and we hold onto it. We stick to it. There is gospel orthodoxy and gospel sufficiency. We have the sacred instruction that we uphold. And here is what John would say are the novel doctrines that we have to resist. These are the novel or new or fresh ideas, the strange teachings that we have to resist. The gospel is enough or sufficient. New is not necessarily good, and it’s definitely not good when it comes to the gospel. So stick to what is true and what is proven. John says      

26 I write these things to you about those who are trying to deceive you. 

They are coming and they’re trying to trick you and draw you away. 

27 But the anointing that you received from him abides in you, and you have no need that anyone should teach you. 

I don’t think he’s saying that you don’t need teachers at all. He is saying you don’t have need for someone to teach you something new, to change this message. You have received what you need. John is teaching by this very letter. He’s not against teachers. God says that teachers are the way that He is going to care for the church. He is sending teachers. But what John is saying is that we don’t need something new and different. We don’t need someone to teach through some enlightened way of finding God. The gospel is sufficient. You don’t need new teaching or different teaching. You need to understand and unpack what God has already given by the power of the Spirit. 

There is gospel orthodoxy, sufficiency, and then gospel certainty. This is the steady conviction we have to maintain. We’re standing firm on truth. We’re standing firm against lies. We’re standing firm with Christ as the Savior. In verse 27 he says  

But as his anointing teaches you about everything, and is true, and is no lie—just as it has taught you, abide in him.  

It is relationship with Jesus, of which he said that we need to let Jesus’ words abide in us and we abide in Him. There is a preciousness of the gospel truth that we have received. As we let it dwell in us, we find that we are dwelling with Jesus. It’s a precious thing. There is a mutual indwelling. We are in Christ and His Word is in us. So relationship with Christ is relationship with His Word. This is the great hope that John has. We hold 
onto the Word and we hold onto Christ and we find that Christ is holding onto us. In John chapter 6, this is what Jesus says.

John 6:37-40 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out. For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”  

If we’re worried about sticking it out, those words provide great comfort. Christ has hold of all those whom God has chosen, and He’ll never let go! We submit to God’s Word, stand firm on the truth. We resist false teaching and lies and we stand firm and commit to Christ, recognizing that this is a precious, precious truth that will keep us going. We think about how we began. True followers of Jesus stand out by sticking it out. 

One of my favorite quotes from G. K. Chesterton is “a dead thing can go with the stream, but only a living thing could go against it.” To follow Jesus means a genuine difference between you and the world. Real relationships with God will stand out and they will stick it out. Even in a world of hostility, it will be a lasting faith because of what Jesus said in John chapter 8 very clearly.

John 8:31-32 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  

Jesus is the one who keeps us going. John Bunyan used to illustrate it like this. He said, “The grace of God in a man’s heart is like fire against the wall. Once God ignites a flame, Satan runs over and pours onto it bucket after bucket of water, trying to put it out, that it might be extinguished, except for the fact that Jesus is on the other side of the wall constantly fueling the flame with the oil of grace.” Once God ignites the flame of relationship, He never lets it die. There are few words more precious than Christ’s promise in John 10.

John 10:28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.

People who know God persevere because true relationships with God never end. No matter how hostile this world becomes, you’ll stick it out. And when you do, you discover that the only reason you’re still holding on is because Jesus has never let go. And those individuals have no regrets. Just like Pastor Ritch ended last week, “you can have all this world, but give me Jesus.” And it’s worth it!
