
 

*This is not a transcript of the sermon. It is a manuscript the pastor used to preach the sermon. 

The Grace of Giving 
2 Corinthians 8:1-9 

 
A Christian is a person whose once blind eyes have been opened to see the glory 
of the LORD in the face of Jesus.  Then in seeing God’s glory, we begin to be 
transformed into the likeness of Christ.   

No person can claim to be a child of God apart from these two spiritual 
experiences.  First, by the grace of God, we experience seeing God as good, as 
loving, as merciful, as wonderful, as holy, as righteous, as all-wise, as all-powerful, 
as a God whom we can trust.  Second, by the grace of God our life bends in new 
angles that cause us to resemble God more and more.  This new vision of God 
changes us from the inside out so that our thoughts, our attitudes, our words, and 
our behavior reflect God’s character.   

Paul has been teaching the Corinthians this very truth: 
 
“And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the 
same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the 
Spirit.” (2 Corinthians 3:18 ESV)  

 
Question:  Who exactly is being transformed into the same image from one 
degree of glory to another?  Paul says, “WE ALL.”   
 
Truth:  Conversion without transformation is a unicorn . . . a fictional animal 
that many like to think about but that does not exist in the real world.   
 
Every person who comes to Jesus in faith receives the blessing of seeing God for 
who He truly is in His wonder and greatness.  THEN, this true vision of God always 
transforms the person who sees! 
 
Notice that our transformation is not tied to our actions, our disciplines, our 
religious habits, our efforts.  “And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the 

Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. 
 
Transformation is tied to our beholding the glory of the LORD.  If we wish to 
become more like Christ, then we must continue to see God.  We cannot 
transform ourselves.  In explaining how the Gospel of Jesus works, Paul explains 
the process of our sanctification this way:  God’s messengers preach Jesus as Lord 
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who was crucified in our place as a sacrifice for our sin.  God uses the ministry of 
the Gospel to give sight to our souls so that we believe in Jesus and see God’s 
glory.  The soul that sees God begins to become like Him.  The more we see the 
more we will grow.  The more we grow the more we will see.  This is Christianity 
101.   
 
What are some areas of life that we would expect to change when God gives us 
sight to see His glory?  No, area is left untouched.   Our relationship to our self, 
our relationship to our spouse, our relationship to Jesus’ church, our relationship 
to our work, our relationship to worldly pleasures, our relationship to trials.  
Everything changes!  This morning as we open our Bibles to 2 Corinthians 8, Paul 
describes how our relationship with money is impacted by the Gospel of Jesus.   
 
Main Idea:  God’s grace in Jesus transforms us from loving money to loving God.  
We become a people who are free to give generously to advance His glory.  
 
Context:  The Christians who live in Jerusalem are enduring severe persecution 
and poverty.   
 
Paul had earlier approached the Corinthian church about taking an offering to 
help them.  The Corinthians said, “Yes!  We want to help!  We will do it.”  Then 
Paul approached the churches in Macedonia with the same opportunity . . . 
Thessalonica, Philippi and Berea.  They said “Yes!” too.  But then they took the 
offering right away.  Paul wrote about this gift from the Macedonian churches in 
his letter to the church in Rome: 
 
“Romans 15:25 At present, however, I am going to Jerusalem bringing aid to the saints. Romans 
15:26 For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make some contribution for the poor 
among the saints at Jerusalem. Romans 15:27 For they were pleased to do it, and indeed they 
owe it to them. For if the Gentiles have come to share in their spiritual blessings, they ought also 
to be of service to them in material blessings.” (Romans 15:25–27 ESV) 

 
You see Paul’s heart for the suffering Jewish believers!  They were the ones whom 
God used to share the Gospel with the Gentiles.  Well, the Corinthians were 
delayed in their giving and they needed encouragement.   
 
“Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia, so you also 
are to do” (1 Corinthians 16:1 ESV) 
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Now a year later, Paul is planning a visit to Corinth and he writes this church 
again about the collection.  He is anxious for the Corinthian church to fulfill their 
good intentions.  So he writes them a lengthy encouragement.   
 

The Source of Christian Giving  
 
Where does a generous spirit come from? 
 
“We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the 
churches of Macedonia,” (2 Corinthians 8:1 ESV) 

 
Do you notice the language that Paul uses to describe the giving of the Macedonia 
churches?  He refers to their generosity as “the grace of God that has been 
given”.   

Now Paul is NOT saying that the grace of God is flowing FROM the churches 
of Macedonia.  Paul is NOT saying that as the result of the Macedonians’ gift the 
grace of God is flowing TO the Jerusalem church.   
 
Paul contends that the grace of God is flowing TO the Macedonian church as 
they take their collection for the Jewish believers.  What does he mean by that? 
 

1. The grace of God freed the Macedonians’ hearts from the love of money so 
that they were spiritually able to give. 

2. The grace of God helped them to see that they were rich not because of 
their bank accounts, but because they now see God and know Him. 

3. The grace of God set them in God’s family so now they know that material 
loss for eternal gain is always a great bargain.  

4. The grace of God filled them with joy to give everything for the sake of 
Jesus.   

 
Picture a worship service in Macedonia:  This is a very, very poor church.   The 
region had been through wars and were taxed heavily by the Roman government.  
They were in the middle of an economic depression.  Jobs were scarce and wages 
were paltry.    

Pastor announces, “Great news!  God has been so very gracious to us!”   
HOW?  “Even though we are very poor, God did not consider us so poor that He 
did not offer us opportunity to give.  The Spirit of God has come to us with an 
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opportunity to give to our brothers and sisters in Jerusalem to help them in our 
suffering.  These are the brothers and sisters who sacrificed and many were 
imprisoned so that the Good News of Jesus would reach us!  We were blind to God 
and His glory before this Gospel came to us.  How rich we are now that we have 
Jesus.  What joy is ours now to give for the glory of God to help these brothers and 
sisters!” 
 
Where did the Macedonian church obtain this attitude about God, about His 
Kingdom, about money, about their future, about Jesus’ church?   
Answer:  The grace of God.  These Christians were generous, not because Paul 
made emotional appeals, not because Paul taught them about the law of tithing, 
not because Paul twisted their arms with guilt.  This church was generous because 
God’s grace filled them with spiritual life.  They were being transformed BY 
GRACE to possess the heart of Jesus:  generous, joy-filled, sacrificial, humble, 
secure. 
 
Truth: Christian giving flows from the grace of God at work in the hearts of 
God’s people.  Our conversion produces a passion for Jesus’ name.  And passion 
for Jesus produces generosity.   
 
Paul simply made the need known and the transformed hearts of the 
Macedonians took over from there.  But the hearts of the Corinthians did not 
seem to be as eager to give.  So what does Paul do?  First, notice what Paul did 
not do: 

1. Paul did not hold a seminar on tithing.  Now there is nothing wrong with 
tithing so long as we recognize that the law of the tithe is NOT what the NT 
teaches about Christian giving.   

2. Paul did not make an emotional appeal for money.   
 
What did Paul do?  He magnified the grace of God as the source of all Christian 
giving.  Paul is not interested in any other sources to motivate giving.    
 
Truth: Giving becomes worship only when it flows from God’s grace.   
 
The world taps in the motivations of guilt and emotions, but the church must not.   
Yet the church most often DOES use these lesser motivations in her appeals to 
giving.  A whole system of giving rests on the idea that God’s people are 
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reluctant to give and so the church needs to do something to counter that 
reluctance.  So we end up training disciples to give if they hear a heart-wrenching 
story or if they feel guilty about God’s commands.  And I believe that is a tragedy.  
It is a tragedy when God’s people are discipled away from grace and toward the 
law or toward emotions in their giving.   
 
One effect of moving away from grace as the source of Christian giving is that the 
world hears the church appeal for money and equates the Gospel of Jesus with 
greedy manipulation.   
 
While Paul is bold to bring this subject of giving to the Corinthians, he wants them 
to know that he is not twisting their arms or trying to shame them into giving! 
 
“2Corinthians 8:8   I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that 
your love also is genuine. 2Corinthians 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become 
rich.” (2 Corinthians 8:8–9 ESV) 
 

Truth:  We cannot make our hearts become generous.  Only God can do that.  
God’s grace frees our hearts to experience the joy of giving.   
 
Zaccheus:  “Luke 19:1   He entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 And behold, there was 

a man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich.:3 And he was seeking to see 
who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was small in stature. 4 So 
he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass that 
way. 5 And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and 
come down, for I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he hurried and came down and received 
him joyfully . . . .  8 And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my 
goods I give to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” 
 

What is the source of Z’s giving?  The grace of God in Jesus.  Z. was a sinner in 
need of Jesus.  When Z was converted, God changed Z’s heart by grace! 
 
 9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of 
Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” (Luke 19:1–10 ESV) 
 
The grace available to Z and to the Macedonians is offered to us! 
 
Grace is SOOO much better at producing generous hearts than anything else!  
Look at the KIND of generosity that grace produces in a person: 
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The Unique Qualities of Christian Giving  
 
2 for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have 
overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3 For they gave according to their means, as I 
can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, 4 begging us earnestly for the favor of 
taking part in the relief of the saints—5 and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves 
first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us.” (2 Corinthians 8:2–5 ESV) 
 

--In the midst of affliction.   2 for in a severe test of affliction, 
 
We are not told exactly WHAT the Macedonians are experiencing.  But Paul who 
knows what it is like to experience affliction says that theirs was “severe”.  
Physical, emotional, financial troubles abounded in this church.  If there ever was 
a time when the Macedonian Christians could have said, “Hey Paul, we want to 
give to the Jerusalem church, but this is not a good time for an offering.  We are 
suffering severely here!” 
 
Without the Holy Spirit, affliction causes us to turn inward and think a lot about 
ourselves and our pains.  But God’s grace overcomes!  So that even in a season 
of affliction, their hearts turned upward and outward. 
 
Illustration:  Bob Christmas text.  A kind word to me and ended with “Please know 
that Ruth and I pray for you and Kimberly regularly. WE LOVE YOU!!” 
 
--With a joyful heart. In their abundance of joy 
 
The offering was not given with reluctance or by way of compulsion.  They gave 
with joy!   
 
“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7 ESV) 

 
Our joy in our giving seems to be very important to God.  Why do you suppose 
that is?   
 
Illustration:  Friday was my wife’s birthday.  We had a fun time celebrating and 
opening gifts.  What if someone gave an expensive gift to Kimberly but gave it 
without any joy.  They gave it reluctantly.  They felt obligated.  Kimberly would 
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not want to receive that gift.  A gift is supposed to communicate love.  The 
meaning of a gift is not found in the quality/expensive nature of the gift, but in 
the heart of the giver!   
 
--Out of intense poverty.  and their extreme poverty 
 
These Christians literally did not have anything.  They were just scraping by.  I 
have had some times in my life when I did not have much.  There were times 
when I did not have any money to fix my car or to buy toys for my kids or to go 
out to eat.  But I do not think I have endured “extreme poverty”.  If there were a 
people who could honestly say, “Sorry Paul.  We just do not have any money.”  
This was the group!  Yet they found ways to contribute!! 
 
41   And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people putting money into the 
offering box. Many rich people put in large sums. 42 And a poor widow came and put in two 
small copper coins, which make a penny. 43 And he called his disciples to him and said to them, 
“Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the 
offering box. 44 For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has 
put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”” (Mark 12:41–44 ESV) 

 
Did she not know that she needed those two coins for her food that day?  How 
was she going to eat now?  Why did the widow willingly and joyfully put her last 
two coins into the offering?   
 
Answer:  The grace of God.  The widow knew that her heavenly Father cares for 
her.  He feeds the birds of the air.  How much more will he care for her.  She did 
not need her two coins to secure food.  She had the LORD as her Abba!  She 
rejoiced that she had something to express how valuable God is to her! 
 

Question:  How much money is a lot of money to God?  Every amount of money 
is a little thing to God. . . whether it is 10 cents or 10 million dollars.  Money is a 
very little thing to God.  Yet worship matters much Him!  

--In rich generosity.  their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a 

wealth of generosity on their part 
 
The word “overflowed” paints the picture of a spring of water that continually 
bubbles up to the surface without any interruption.  “A wealth of generosity”. 
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Which would you choose:  a wealth of riches or a wealth of generosity?  Only the 
grace of God frees us to value generosity over wealth. 
Notice that NO REFERENCE to the amount of money collected.  Now given their 
poverty, I imagine the AMOUNT of money that these churches collected may not 
have been impressive.  What was impressive is their joyful generosity. 
 
I have known poor people who are extremely generous and I have known rich 
people who are extremely generous.  I have known poor people who are miserly 
and I have known rich people who are miserly.  The amount of money in our bank 
account has nothing to do with the condition of our hearts. 
 

Do not say, “When I make more money, then I will become generous!”  The 
problem is never with our supply, the problem is with our soul.   

The grace of God changes us to love Jesus instead of money. 

““No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will 
be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.” (Matthew 
6:24 ESV) 

Notice that Jesus does not say, “No servant SHOULD serve two masters.”  But 
“No servant CAN serve two masters.”  We will either love God and use money 
OR we will use God and love money.   

We must beware the lure of the lesser Master.  The tempting thing about 
money is not that it sometimes disappoints us, but that so often delivers on its 
promises.  Money often delivers security, enjoyment, prestige, respect, 
freedom, pleasure and power.  Money is a very powerful god!  But it is not 
powerful enough!  Only the LORD Jesus can deliver us from sin.  Only the LORD 
Jesus can give a joy that is unending. 

--Beyond one’s ability.  3 For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and 

beyond their means,  
 
S Lewis Johnson tells an old story of a businessman and a lawyer who are traveling 
in Korea. Both were Christians, and they were with a missionary and he was 
showing them over the country of Korea. And one day, as they were driving down 
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one of the roads, they saw in the field by the side of the road a young man pulling 
a plow with an old man holding the handles. So instead of an animal, it was the 
young man. And evidently, the father was giving direction to the plow, and it was 
a very rude kind of plow, too. And the lawyer was very surprised by that and took 
a snapshot of it. He said that’s a curious picture. I suppose they’re very poor. 

He turned to the missionary and said — who was the interpreter and guide to the 
party. He said, yes, that’s the family of Chi Buoy [phonetic]. When the church was 
being built, they were eager to give something to it but they had no money. So 
they sold their only ox and gave the money to the church. And this spring they’re 
pulling the plow themselves. The lawyer and the businessman by his side were 
silent for a few moments, and then the businessman spoke up and he said that 
must have been a real sacrifice. And the missionary said, they didn’t call it that. 
They thought it was fortunate they had the ox to sell. Well, the lawyer, it is said, 
went back to the United States and the businessman too. When the lawyer 
reached home, he went to his minister, and he told him about it. And he said, I’d 
like to double my pledge to the church, and furthermore, he said, would you give 
me some plow work, please. I’ve never yet given anything to the church that was 
a sacrifice at all. 

Well, I think we could understand how these Macedonians were giving.  

 

--Of one’s own accord   of their own accord, 
 
The Gospel motivation for giving is INTERNAL and not external.  The Macedonians 
did not feel pressure from Paul.  The LORD prompted them out of love for Him 
and love for their brothers and sisters in Jerusalem. 
 
There is a temptation for churches to use strategies to pressure members to give 
more.  There are companies whom churches can hire that write letters for the 
church, write sermons, provide talking points to share with key donors.  WHY?  
 
The reason churches do this is because it works!  But the moment a church stops 
believing that God’s grace is MORE EFFECTIVE than worldly pressure to build 
generosity in hearts is the day the church begins to die.  We abandon the Gospel.  
Now there is nothing wrong with communicating need.  Nothing wrong with 
communicating a vision for God’s work.  Paul is doing that here!   
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But using techniques to get unspiritual people to give more money robs God of 
His glory in His church.  God does not search after more money!  He is not a 
pauper.  But in love, God searches after people who will worship Him in spirit 
and in truth!!  
 
23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in 
spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those 
who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”” (John 4:23–24 ESV) 

 
A church may gather more money by human pressure techniques, but it will not 
make more disciples.  We are right to share the Gospel and wait on the LORD to 
change hearts! 
 
4 begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints— 

 
--From a devoted life. 
 
5 and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of 
God to us.” (2 Corinthians 8:2–5 ESV) 
 

It is good to give money, but only if we have already first given ourselves to the 
LORD.   
 
Question:  Have you given yourself to the LORD?  Are you his?   Have you 
received the riches of Jesus through faith in Him?   
 
2Corinthians 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet 
for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.” (2 Corinthians 8:9 
ESV) 
 
If you have not become rich in Jesus, nothing here will move you.  Only those who 
have been made rich by Christ are free to give in the way the Macedonians did.   
 
 “Mark 14:3   And while he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he was 
reclining at table, a woman came with an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very 
costly, and she broke the flask and poured it over his head. Mark 14:4 There were some who 
said to themselves indignantly, “Why was the ointment wasted like that? Mark 14:5 For this 
ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and given to the poor.” And 
they scolded her. Mark 14:6 But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has 
done a beautiful thing to me. Mark 14:7 For you always have the poor with you, and whenever 
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you want, you can do good for them. But you will not always have me. Mark 14:8 She has 
done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for burial. Mark 14:9 And truly, I 
say to you, wherever the gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told 
in memory of her.”” (Mark 14:3–9 ESV) 
 
“2Corinthians 8:6 Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he should complete 
among you this act of grace. 2Corinthians 8:7 But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, 
in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you—see that you excel in this act of grace 
also. 
2Corinthians 8:8 I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that 
your love also is genuine. 2Corinthians 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become 
rich.” (2 Corinthians 8:6–9 ESV) 
 

Conclusion:  I pray you do not hear this message and say, “I need to give more 
money!”  That is not the message!  I pray you hear this message and say, “I need 
the grace of God to change my heart!  I need the riches of Jesus to satisfy me.  I 
want to be like God in His generosity toward me.  I want to be free of the love of 
money so that I can love Jesus with all my strength.  I want to trust in my heavenly 
Father for my future and not my 401K.  I need to see the glory of the LORD and be 
transformed into the likeness of Jesus!”   
 

Main Idea:  God’s grace in Jesus transforms us from loving money to loving God.  
We become a people who are free to give generously to advance His glory.  
 

 
The Source of Christian Giving  
 The Unique Qualities of Christian Giving  
--In the midst of affliction 
—With a joyful heart 
--Out of intense poverty 
--In rich generosity. 
--Beyond one’s ability 
--Of one’s own accord 
--From a devoted life. 
 
 

 
 
I remember reading a long time ago about an individual who said to another fellow as the 
collection was being taken up, how much are you going to give? He said, Well, I guess I can 
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give ten dollars and not feel it. The other fellow says, Brother, give twenty and feel it. That’s 
when the blessing comes, when you feel it. [Laughter] That’s sacrificial giving. The Macedonians 
gave beyond their power. 

 
 
One of the commentators on 2 Corinthians in a very popular book has said, a 
man of great learning and perception once remarked, ask yonder sun what art 
thou doing, and he will answer if he could the will of God. Ask those waves of 
the ocean, and they will answer the will of God. Turn to a tiny flower drinking in 
the dew, what are doing? And the flower will answer if it could, the will of God. 
Man, highest of God’s creation, listen to me, what are you doing? Is not the 
answer thus what I choose? I please myself. I do as I will. I assert my 
independence of God as though he were not. I’m afraid many of us respond that 
way. I know I have. We really are not that concerned about the will of God. 
 


