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When all we've got in times of need is the basic word of God,
we still have more than enough

Three guarantees of sure care from God'’s word to preserve his people in times of deep

need:

#1 SIN BRINGS DEEP SUFFERING, BUT THERE'S ALWAYS HOPE (4:38)
GOD'S WORD CAN PRESERVE US DESPITE DIFFICULTIES DUE TO PAST REBELLION

Two contrasting realties we experience in this fallen world of difficulties:

#1 The deep suffering sin brings: Sin hurts more deeply and broadly than we expect,
even though we should know better — '...there was a famine in the land...” (38b)

#2 The great hope God offers: No matter how bad the difficulties you face, there is
still hope (38a)

Two reminders of the hope that God gives:

#1 A message of rescue: God can meet us right where we're at to deliver us —
'...Elisha..." (38a")

#2 Examples of trust: But he won't leave us there; he calls us to decisive

expressions of trust — ’...came again to Gilgal..." (38a%)



#2 GOD'S REMNANT IS OFTEN UNIMPRESSIVE; BUT IT WILL ALWAYS BE PRESERVED (4:39-
41)

GOD'S WORD CAN PRESERVE US DESPITE DEFICIENCIES IN HIS PRESENT REMNANT

Three ‘deficiencies’ so absurd we often find them shameful:

#1 How fragile their existence: Anytime we find someone else following God, we

should consider it to be special — "...the sons of the prophets were sitting before
him..." (38b)

#2 How pitiful their plight: Good intentions can lead to big problems if we lack
discernment — ‘...One of them...found...wild gourds...not knowing...and...they cried
out, “....there is death in the pot!”..." (38c-40)

#3 How simple their preservation: God’s means don’t have to be fancy to be effective
— '...He said, “then bring flour.” And he threw it into the pot...and there was no harm
in the pot..." (41)

#3 FAITH WILL BE PUT TO THE TEST, BUT IT IS ALWAYS WORTH THE RISK (4:42-44)
GOD'S WORD CAN PRESERVE US DESPITE HESITANCIES ABOUT HIS FUTURE PROVISION

Four hesitancies to overcome:

#1 "It's beyond God's reach”: Never presume to know where God will or will not
work — ’...A man came from Baal-shalishah..." (42a)

#2 "It's too complicated”: However unconventional, God always has a path for and
takes a pleasure in our obedience — '...bringing the man of God bread of the
firstfruits..." (42b)

#3 “It's not even worth it”: No gift is too simple to be noticed by God — "...twenty
loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack...” (42c)

#4 "What difference will it make?”: Some things God asks of us seem impossible, but
he can do more with the little we offer Him than we could ever ask or imagine —
"...Elisha said, “Give to the men”...for thus says the LORD, ‘They shall eat and have
some left..." (42d-44)



