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Know the Calling
2 Peter 1:8-11

	What image comes to your mind when you think of a happy person?  Think with me for a moment about the images that roll through your thoughts as you try to take a mental snapshot of one very happy person.  Perhaps you see a man sitting on a beautiful beach in Maui with his wife on their honeymoon.  Happy wife happy life!  Perhaps you envision a person throwing their graduation cap in the air after receiving their degree.  Perhaps you see a person catching a huge bass on a quiet lake.  Perhaps you see a grandpa taking his grandchildren to a park and helping them enjoy the slides.  Perhaps you see a basketball player sinking the final shot at the buzzer to win the game.  Lots and lots of pictures come to our mind when we think about happiness.

I am not one of those who distinguishes between joy and happiness.  I see them as twins and not feudal neighbors.  So let me share what I mean by “happiness”.  

Definition: Happiness -- An inner sense of joyful contentment and gratifying satisfaction regarding one’s life and being.

Is this not what everyone in the world desires to experience in his/her life?  Do we not yearn for this?  Do we not feel like the whole world is right when we have it?  And do we not feel like the whole world is wrong when we do not?  

Truth:  The picture we paint of happiness shapes us.  We cannot help but pursue the picture of happiness that we draw in our hearts.

	In 2 Peter 1:8-11, Peter argues that a happy life is a spiritually growing life.  In verses 5-7, Peter urges us to make every effort to pursue our happiness in God by investing in our own growth toward Christlikeness.  Peter then paints his picture of a happy life with a very fine brush.  He presents the colors of eight specific qualities that mark a life that is spiritually growing.   
These eight qualities become  a metric by which we can measure our past spiritual growth and provide a target toward which we can aim our lives.  

“For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love.” (2 Peter 1:5-7 ESV)

I asked you last week to commit to reviewing these eight qualities with a spouse, family member or friend.  I asked you to jot down a checkmark if you committed before the LORD to do that.  For those of you who made a check mark, how did use this investment of your time and mental energy this past week?  I pray you were encouraged and found the Spirit working in you to see areas where growth is needed and to make some plans to seek the LORD for His work of sanctification in your life.  If you did not make time for that . . . the LORD will be happy to receive any late efforts.  
	With these eight qualities, Peter paints for us a life that is worth living . . . a life that is “happy” . . . “satisfying” . . . “gratifying” . . . “fulfilling”.  Lots of other voices in our world give us other lists that lead to a happy life.  The world turns the Gospel on its head and advises, “make every effort to supplement your self-confidence with self-love, and self-love with worldly pursuits, and worldly pursuits with demand for equity, and demand for equity with resentment, and resentment with anger, and anger with denial of absolute truth, and denial of truth with autonomy and autonomy with philosophical knowledge.  For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they will lead you to a happy life.”   This path may lead a person to experience a short time of satisfaction regarding his/her life or person.  But the world’s path to happiness falls short in its depth and length.  It never fulfills the vacuum shaped hole in our soul that only God can fill.  And it never lasts . . . not past this present world.
The world’s way to pursue happiness stands opposite of God’s ways.  We will have to make a choice about which path we will walk.  We cannot walk on both paths because they lead in separate directions.  Two scriptures jump to my heart as I think about this.

“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night.” (Psalm 1:1-2 ESV)

“Thus says the LORD: “Stand by the roads, and look, and ask for the ancient paths, where the good way is; and walk in it, and find rest (contentment, satisfaction) for your souls.” (Jeremiah 6:16 ESV)

Peter urges us to trust God and follow Jesus as we pursue our own happiness.  Peter warns us that all who follow their own path will find horror rather than happiness.
Jesus paints a similar picture of happiness in His Sermon on the Mount.  Notice how Jesus ties spiritual qualities of Christlikeness to a happy outcome.     

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:4-10 ESV)

Main Idea:  To pursue Christlikeness is to pursue happiness for ourselves.  God connects our spiritual growth with our personal contentment.

This morning Peter uncovers for us . . . 
Five Happy Outcomes of Growing in Christ-likeness

Outcome #1:  We avoid a wasted life.
Outcome #2:  We keep 20/20 vision.
Outcome #3:  We gain assurance.er
Outcome #4:  We prevent falls.
Outcome #5:  We await a glorious entrance.

If we make every effort to grow in these eight qualities of a Christ-like life, we can expect to experience these five happy outcomes.

Outcome #1:  We avoid a wasted life.

Not many people living in the world avoid a wasted life, but those embracing Jesus and chasing hard after a godly life do!

“For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 1:8 ESV)
The word “ineffective” is used by Paul in both 2 Timothy and Titus to describe a couch potato . . . a lazy person who does not use any of his/her gifts and life energy to benefit anyone . . . not even themselves.  

““One of the Cretans, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.”” (Titus 1:12 ESV)

The point is that God has given His redeemed people a portion of His own life in our soul.  It is a tragedy to be ineffective . . . useless to the world and to our church and family when God has given us so much potential to bring good to others.  Our lack of spiritual growth will lead to an “ineffective” life.  

The word “unfruitful” describes a vineyard that is barren of grapes or a fig tree that is void of figs.  It is taking up nutrients from the soil and valuable water from the ground, but it does not yield anything back.  

Truth:  The fruitfulness of our life rests upon the spiritual progress of our soul.  For this reason, we keep alert to influences that impede our growth or reverse our course.  

“Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run that you may obtain it. Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. But I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified.” (1 Corinthians 9:24-27 ESV)  

It is possible for a person to be fruitful at one point in his/her life and then lose that fruitfulness through a crater in our soul.

Illustration:  Garden.  Till ground in spring.  Purchase fertilizer and seeds.  Water the ground during any dry spells.  Weed the ground as plants grow.  Prop up plants with stakes to keep them off the ground.  Look each day for disease or bugs.  Everything looks great with blossoms and buds . . . fruit begins to form.  You anticipate a bumper crop.  But just at the time, you were planning to harvest the garden, a severe frost . . . a flash flood . . . a tornado . . . an invasion of locusts . . . something happens and no harvest at all!  Tragic!!

I am not saying that such a person is not saved.  I am saying that such a person lived a fruitless life.    
Only one life, twill soon be past; only what is done for Christ will last.  

Question:  What internal resistance do you face as you pursue a growing spiritual life?  

Perhaps the busyness of your job.  Perhaps some besetting sin that you know you will have to lay down.  Perhaps discouragement and doubt.  Perhaps some resentment toward a spiritual leader.  Perhaps demonic attacks.  Perhaps good ole procrastination.   Whatever the resistance, fight against it knowing that God is fighting for you!!

Application: For this very reason, make every effort to invest ourselves in your own growth toward Christlikeness!

Outcome #2:  We keep 20/20 vision.

“For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins.” (2 Peter 1:9 ESV)

Losing one’s eyesight is a big loss!  Imagine how difficult your life would be tomorrow if you woke up in the morning and discovered that you were permanently blind.  Do you get up and say, “Well, hey, at least I am still alive.”?  Yes and no.  Yes.  You thank God for your physical life.  But no.  Losing your eyesight is not something easily dismissed as though it is inconsequential!

What is Peter talking about when he says that a person who is not growing in Christlike qualities is “so nearsighted that he is blind”?

I think that Peter is talking about blindness to seeing God . . . blindness to seeing the glory of the LORD in the face of Jesus . . . blindness to seeing the love of God poured out in Jesus to us.  

Every person who comes to Jesus in faith receives the blessing of seeing the glory of God.  We behold God in a personal experience with Him so that we see His goodness, His patience, His holiness, His righteousness, His eternal power, His grace toward sinners.  Before Christ we were blind to God.  We could not understand Him or see Him as being the amazing and perfect God that He is.  But God opens our eyes at the moment of our salvation so that we can see Him and know Him!  We now know God as our Father who loves us and with whom we can talk and count on to care for us every moment of every day.  What a miracle to be able to see God!

“For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 4:6 ESV)

Seeing God is a big deal!!  It is the central source of our happiness despite the pain we experience in this present world!

“And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.” (2 Corinthians 3:18 ESV) 

Principle:  The more we see the more we grow.  The more we grow the more we see.

Peter ties our spiritual sight to our growth in godliness.  

“For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins.” (2 Peter 1:9 ESV)

Jesus also ties our spiritual sight to our growth in godliness. 

““Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” (Matthew 5:8 ESV)

Hebrews also ties our spiritual sight to our growth in godliness.

“Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord.” (Hebrews 12:14 ESV)

How is your spiritual eyesight?  It is possible to have really good vision at one time in your life and then lose clear vision . . . to become nearsighted. 

Truth:  Our vision of God sharpens with our active pursuit of a Christlike life.  

Illustration:  Danny blessed by God with 20/20 vision.  Not me, not Kimberly, not Alexander, not Jackson.  God called Danny to be a pilot for the USAF.  So when Danny went to USAFA he wanted to maintain his eyesight.  Due to the vast amount of study and reading USAFA requires, it is not uncommon for a student to enter the Academy with 20/20 but not graduation with 20/20.  Dr Fitch.

Application: For this very reason, make every effort to invest in your own growth toward Christlikeness!

Outcome #3:  We gain assurance.

“Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election,” (2 Peter 1:10 ESV)

Peter speaks of the foundation of our salvation.  He talks about our “calling and election” as the people of God.  Peter is stating in brief what the Bible teaches all throughout its pages . . . beginning with Israel being chosen by God before they were a nation to the 12 disciples of Jesus being chosen by Him to the church of Jesus being the elect of God.  

Peter’s point is not to give a theological lecture on God’s calling and election.  Peter simply assumes that his readers understand that our salvation begins before we were born.  Peter reminds us that our justification . . . the forgiveness of our sin is completely a work of God that begins in eternity past.  We did not choose God first.  God first chose us.  The only difference between us and those without Jesus is not found in ourselves.  We did not choose God because we were more spiritually wise, more spiritually alert, more spiritual soft than others.  We chose God because God in His grace set His love upon us.  

As an aside, if you do not believe in Jesus, it is not because you are not elect.  God holds you responsible to humble yourself before Him and receive the gift of His free grace in Jesus.  Do not blame God for your hard heart!  He did not create that cold spirit inside of you.  If you wish to be part of God’s elect, call out to Him now!  Ask Him to receive you as His child!  He promises never to turn away anyone who asks!

Peter here says, “But do not misapply the doctrines of God’s calling and election!”  Let us never think that because we are the elect of God that we can coast in our Christian life.  “Hey, I have fire insurance so it does not matter how I live!”  Peter says, “How do you know that you really are called and elected by God?  We cannot see the invisible parts of our soul.  We can only see how God’s calling and election changes us.  So if we desire the happiness of being assured that we are safe in God . . . safe from the punishment our sins deserve . . . safe in being loved by God forever and ever . . . then be more diligent about growing in Christlikeness!” 

Not everyone who is “sure” of their salvation is truly saved.  And not everyone who doubts their own salvation is unsaved.  But assurance of our salvation brings happiness to the soul when it is assurance given by the Spirit of God through faith in Jesus.

Illustration:  Dad was miserable in his early life with God because he lacked assurance.  Dad went to a local pastor . . . Dr Bruce Dunn . . . and received counsel from the Word.  Proverbs 3:5-6.   

Are you assured of your salvation?  Do you have proof by pointing to the work of God to transform you more and more into the likeness of Jesus?  

Application:  For this very reason, make every effort to invest in your own growth toward Christlikeness!

Outcome #4:  We prevent falls.

“for if you practice these qualities you will never fall.” (2 Peter 1:10 ESV)

God’s people sometimes fall.  And God’s grace flows to every person who humbles themselves before the LORD.  No person sins past the mercy of the LORD.  But there is a pain in falling and a damage that flows from falling that will not be remedied in this life. 

Illustration:  Moses not seeing the Promised Land.  David not building the Temple.  

And it always brings sadness to the person and to the community.  Sometimes that sadness is so great that the person or community carry that sadness to their exit from this present world.

God gives grace to those who fall.  I know of many.  

Illustration:  Paul Saunders.  Humble.  Contrite.  Turning from his sin. Wanting and willing to do anything to glorify Jesus.  Never wanting the spotlight.  He could not turn the clock back.  He asked, “Will God forgive me?  How can I know?”  I would read the scriptures to him.  With him near the time of his death.  This question still rolled through his mind.  

He fell and something inside of him broke.  He was used of the LORD after his return, but the pain and the limp never left him.  

How much better to NOT FALL!

Illustration:  If you have an elderly parent, you know how bad a fall can be.  My dad ultimately lost his physical life because he tripped over a chair and fell.  Fall prevention for seniors is serious business because a fall is not just painful, but it can take away every joy you possess.   What is the cause of most falls for seniors?  I think it is overconfidence.  Overconfidence that one will not fall . . . that one does not need a cane or a walker or take new precautions.  

Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. (1 Corinthians 10:12 ESV)

I think Peter carried the burden of his fall.  He became overconfident.  It is possible to heal after a fall!! HOPE!  But falls are to be avoided!

Application: For this very reason, make every effort to invest in your own growth toward Christlikeness!

Outcome #5:  We await a glorious entrance.

“For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 1:11 ESV)

I believe that Peter is stating that some believers experience a more glorious entrance into God’s presence than other believers.  Some receive a shout of joy when they enter and others receive God’s love and grace, but enter with less exuberant celebration. 

First, I know that some commentators disagree with me on this.  So there is that.    

But this understanding accords with many other scriptures.  Here is one:  in speaking about the day believers stand before Jesus, he writes. 

“If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire.” (1 Corinthians 3:14-15 ESV)

Second, this accords with a legitimate understanding of the Greek text.  Warren Wierbe comments, “The Greeks used this phrase to describe the welcome given Olympic winners when they returned home. Every believer will arrive in heaven, but some will have a more glorious welcome than others.”  Warren W. Wiersbe, Be Alert, BE Series Commentary. Accordance electronic ed. (Colorado Springs: David C. Cook, 2010), 29.

and you will receive a lavish reception into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. (2 Peter 1:11 Berean Standard Bible)

Then our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will give you a glorious welcome into his kingdom that will last forever. (Contemporary English Version)

Some say, I do not care about my eternal reward.  I just want to make it into heaven.  OK.  That is your perspective now.  But that will not be your perspective when you gain the mind of Jesus.

Illustrate:  Two different adult sons arrive home after a long time away.  One son opens the door and shouts, “I’m home!”  Mom, dad, brothers, sisters look up in disbelief and immediately shout with joy!!  They jump to their feet and run to him hug and hug him with tears rolling down their faces.  “You’re home!  You’re home!  Thank God you are home!”

The other son opens the door and shouts, “I am home!”  Mom, dad, brothers, sisters look up in disbelief . . . they smile, but they also utter a groan.  Mom puts her face in her hands and begins to cry.  Dad slows gets up with a loving sigh places his arms around his son and says, “We love you.  You know that right.  Welcome home.”  Brothers and sisters, feel awkward.  They come over for a quiet hug too.  

What was the difference?  The first son was a war hero.  He had been wounded by the enemy in his noble part in protecting the homeland.  The family knew how well he had served them and the nation.  Their thoughts of him only brought joy and a kind of familial pride to name him as their own.  The second son had done some shameful acts and had gone away to prison for them.  He was still a part of the family, but his actions had brought pain to every members.  

Truth:  Our joy in heaven multiplies through our joyful pursuit of Jesus on earth.

Question:  Which kind of entrance back home would you want to receive when you enter heaven’s gate?  Do you not think you would want to be the son who caused rejoicing from your Father and from your brothers and sisters?  

“For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 1:11 ESV)

Clarification:  No one MERITS a lavish entrance into God’s presence.  But the path that leads to a lavish entrance is the path of spiritual growth in Christlikeness.   

Application:  For this very reason, make every effort to invest in your own growth toward Christlikeness!  Not too late!!  Peter was restored by Jesus and Jesus offers to restore you too!

Five Happy Outcomes of Growing in Christ-likeness
Outcome #1:  We avoid a wasted life.
Outcome #2:  We keep 20/20 vision.
Outcome #3:  We gain assurance.er
Outcome #4:  We prevent falls.
Outcome #5:  We await a glorious entrance.

Conclusion:  
Truth:  The picture we paint of happiness shapes us.  We cannot help but pursue the picture of happiness that we draw in our hearts.

“For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love.” (2 Peter 1:5-7 ESV)

The unhappy Christian is not a rare bird.  It ought to be.  But look in almost any church tree and your will find one chirping, chirping, chirping.  Do you that God can change you from a crow to a songbird?  God lays out a beautiful plan for us to be happy!!  Trust Him.  He knows!
