Kingdom Challengers
Daniel 3

Five Expectations About Spiritual Conflict
1. Our whole world is presently under the influence of the devil who hates all that is good.  (1 John 5:19)
2. The world hates God and it hates every person who worships the LORD.   (John 15:18-19)
3. Christ-followers are loved by God and so His love rules in our hearts.   (1 John 3:10; 4:7)
4. While followers of Jesus hate evil, we are not among those who hate people.  We love even our enemies praying for God to bless them with His grace and mercy.” (Luke 6:27-28)
5. God guarantees victory to overcome the world to all who live by faith. (John 15:18-19) 

Main Idea:  The world will challenge our allegiance to God.  The LORD will stand with us and for us as we commit to walk by faith in Him.  

Principle:  it is common for dramatic events in life to spiritually soften the heart of the unregenerate only to have that same heart harden to deeper extreme. 

Four Principles for Living by Faith

Faith’s Forge of Friendship:  God intends our faith to be strengthened through our relationship with other believers.

“Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.” (Proverbs 27:17 ESV)

Again, if two lie together, they keep warm, but how can one keep warm alone? And though a man might prevail against one who is alone, two will withstand him—a threefold cord is not quickly broken.” (Ecclesiastes 4:11-12 ESV)

Principle:  Just as a garden needs water to flourish with fruit, so we need other believing friends to flourish in faith.

Four reasons God’s people try to go it alone:
1. Satan discourages them through past painful experiences.  
2. Satan deceives them into thinking that they are strong enough on their own.  
3. Satan intimidates them through the fear of being vulnerable.  
4. Satan distracts them with other priorities.  

Faith’s Fight for Fidelity:  God designs us to fight against the pressures of the world, the flesh and the devil in order to remain faithful to Him.

“Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and about which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.” (1 Timothy 6:12 ESV)

Principle:  The world intends to subject us all to its demeaning and demonic demands.  This subjection often finds a moment in life when it reaches a crisis.  The effect upon our soul is definitive and often unalterable.  

Truth:  God ordains some of His children to endure overwhelming temptation and hardship.  With His ordination He gives His sufficient supply.

“In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 1:6-7 ESV)

Faith’s Footpath to Favor:  Faith leads us directly into the world’s hatred of us.  Yet God designs even this hard part of the path to deepen our faith and bring us added blessing.   

“Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you and revile you and spurn your name as evil, on account of the Son of Man! Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven; for so their fathers did to the prophets.” (Luke 6:22-23 ESV)

“Grace be with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with love incorruptible.” (Ephesians 6:24 ESV)

Faith’s Finding of Fantasticness:  Faith’s reward is beyond our wildest imagination.  Seeing God’s glory is the best of gifts.

for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” So we can confidently say, “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?”” (Hebrews 13:5-6 ESV)

For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen.”
(2 Corinthians 4:17-18 ESV)

“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.” (Romans 8:18 ESV)

Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.” (1 Peter 1:8-9 ESV)

