A Sure Comfort
2 Thessalonians 2:15-17

“And | am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the
day of Jesus Christ.” (Philippians 1:6 ESV)

Main Idea: God calls us to participate in His work of shaping our lives into the image of Jesus
so that we will share in His eternal glory.

A Command to Ensure our Future Glory
Principle: The gifts of God’s grace are not incentives for passivity, but incentives for activity.

Two parts of God’s command to ensure sharing in Jesus’ glory :
1. Stand firm.
2. Hold fast.

“Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.” (1 Corinthians 16:13 ESV)
“You leave the commandment of God and hold to the tradition of men.”” (Mark 7:8 ESV)

I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and
are turning to a different gospel—not that there is another one, but there are some who trouble
you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel from heaven should
preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have
said before, so now | say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you
received, let him be accursed.” (Galatians 1:6-9 ESV)

For | would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man’s
gospel. For | did not receive it from any man, nor was | taught it, but | received it through a
revelation of Jesus Christ.” (Galatians 1:11-12 ESV/)

“And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word of God, which you
heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it really is, the word of God,
which is at work in you believers.” (1 Thessalonians 2:13 ESV)

Truth: Holding fast to the Gospel means that we grab hold of Jesus and His Gospel by faith and
we do not let Him go regardless of how hard the devil tries to yank Him from our hearts.

“He said to them, “Which one of you who has a sheep, if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will
not take hold of it and lift it out?” (Matthew 12:11 ESV)

“I am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no one may seize your crown.” (Revelation
3:11ESV)



A Prayer to Strengthen our Present Perseverance

Truth: WHO we pray to is far more important than WHAT we pray. True prayer begins with
confident trust in the true God.

There are two great motivations to a robust prayer life:
1. A keen sense of our desperate need.
2. A keen sense of God’s devoted love.

Application: If you are involved in sharing the Gospel with people whom you love, pray first! If
you are involved in discipling people whom you love, pray first.

“What the Church needs to-day is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more
and novel methods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can use -- men of prayer, men mighty in
prayer. The Holy Ghost does not flow through methods, but through men. He does not come on
machinery, but on men. He does not anoint plans, but men -- men of prayer.” — E.M.

Bounds, Power Through Prayer

Truth: Prayer is the breath of faith. When faith stops praying, faith suffocates.
Request #1: May Jesus and God the Father comfort your hearts.

For thus says the LORD: “Behold, | will extend peace to her like a river, and the glory of the
nations like an overflowing stream; and you shall nurse, you shall be carried upon her hip, and
bounced upon her knees. As one whom his mother comforts, so I will comfort you; you shall be
comforted in Jerusalem.” (Isaiah 66:12-13 ESV)

Request #2: May Jesus and God the Father establish your hearts in every good work and word.

Truth: Itis really important to God and to our worship of God that we speak to others in Gospel
conversations.

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.”
(Ephesians 2:8-10 ESV)

Truth: Itis really important to God and to our worship of God that we labor to strengthen the
local church to which we belong.



