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Generosity Through Sacrifice – We can’t outgive God.
Genesis 22

The key idea behind our series on Generosity is:

“Generosity begets generosity.  When we receive God’s generosity to us, we possess the capacity for God’s generosity to flow through us.  Let us release the joy that generosity brings to our lives!”

	Today, we consider the generosity presented through sacrifice.  The Gospel message is that God generously gives Himself for us so that we would be His people forever.  Before our God receives sacrifices from us, He first gives sacrificially to us.  When we receive the benefit of God’s sacrifice for us, every act of worship becomes reasonable.

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. (Romans 12:1 NKJV)

Question:  Do you have any gift from God that if He took it from you, you would be tempted to turn away from Him?

	This question is not hypothetical.  It is a question that eventually strikes each one of us.  For naked we came into the world.  Every good thing we possess and enjoy in this life is because God in His sovereign goodness decided to give it to us.  And naked we will go out of this world.  
God will eventually strip every gift that is bound to this world from us.  Sometimes He strips His best gifts from us suddenly and expectedly.  So it is important for disciples of Jesus to ask the question, “Is there any gift that God has given me that if He took it from me, I would lash out against Him?” 
Some of you have already experienced the kind of testing that this question poses.  Some of you have lost your precious children from your arms embrace.  Some of you have lost your treasured spouse.  Some of you have lost your health . . . your physical capacities in unusual and painful ways.  
As followers of Jesus, we believe that all good gifts flow from our sovereign God’s loving and wise hand.  We also believe that all losses flow from the same sovereign, loving and wise hand.  We do not embrace the first doctrine and reject the second.  Our LORD is LORD over the giving AND the taking.  This truth secures us to Him in all times . . . but especially in times of great testing.  
As a pastor I have witnessed the faith of many endure and even grow stronger under severe testing.  I have also witnessed the faith of many to crumble and fail under such loss.  I have sometimes been surprised by those who have persevered under such trials.  I did not see the kind of faith in them until they were under such pressure.  I have sometimes been surprised by those who turned away from the LORD under severe testing.  I thought that there was persevering faith but the trial revealed the deficiency.  It causes me to ask, “What kind of faith do I possess?”
This morning we look at an unusually demanding faith test that God brings to Abraham.  I pray that we are among those who are prepared to endure hardship when the LORD elects to pluck one of His gifts from our lives.  I desire for each of us to experience the joy that the Last Day will bring us if we are among those who do not lose confidence that our LORD is the LORD worthy of worship.   
	Let us first review Abraham’s story that precedes the testing of Genesis 22.  
	Abram is born in 1960 into a pagan family.  Of course, this is 1960 BC.  His dad Terah does not know the true God and Terah leads his family in the worship of other gods.  As a young man, Abram meets Sarai and they marry in the land of their nationality, Ur of the Chaldeans.  
These two Chaldeans are given names that indicate the hope of their life.  Abram means “father of many” and Sarai means “my princess”.  Their names carry the idea of children born into their family who would thrive and become a nation.  
	At the age of 75, Abram and Sarai are childless.  Yet God speaks to Abraham saying, 

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you.  And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:1-3 ESV)

The LORD is making an unconditional covenant with Abram.  This promise is repeated often to Abram throughout his life.  
The New Testament comments on Abram’s response to the word of the LORD:

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. (Hebrews 11:8-10 ESV)

	Eleven years after leaving Ur by faith, Abram has a son!  But this is a son born out of a sinful solution made by both Abram and Sarah.  Ishmael is born to Abram through his maidservant, Hagar.  Abram is 86 when he becomes a dad.
	Flash forward 13 more years.  At the age of 99, God again speaks to Abram.  The LORD changes Abram’s name to Abraham from “father of many” to “father of a great multitude.”  With the name change, God is doubling down on the promise He made to Abraham 24 years earlier.  
God makes this clear to Abraham that this promise to become a “father of a great multitude” will not come through Ishmael, but through another son to be born by Sarai.  

And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said to himself, “Shall a child be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?” And Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might live before you!” God said, “No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his offspring after him . . . But I will establish my covenant with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this time next year.” (Genesis 17:15-19, 21 ESV)
	
	God is telling Abraham that Isaac is Abraham’s link to the Messiah.  Abraham’s hope of salvation flows from the future Messiah who will be born through the line of this son.
God fulfills His promise to Abraham when Abraham is 100 years old and Sarah is 90!  Isaac is born!

By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.  (Hebrews 11:11-12 ESV)

	When Isaac is born, he is a complete joy to Abraham and Sarah.  The name “Isaac” means “Laughter”.  From the time of his birth, Isaac is the source of much laughter and joy.  Abraham loves Isaac with an intense kind of love that is hard to describe.  Now we move to the story found in Genesis 22:

Abraham is having a peaceful life when God places a severe test in front of A.  
He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” (Genesis 22:2 ESVi). 
So Abraham rises up EARLY the next morning, saddles his donkey, takes two young servants with him and his son, Isaac.  Abraham’s readiness to obey God comes the moment God gives the command.  Such is Abraham’s faith.  Isaac is anywhere from 15 to 25 years of age at this point.  Abraham is around 115 years old.
Abraham cuts wood for the burnt offering and the FOUR of them head on out from Beersheba to go to Mount Moriah (which later becomes Jerusalem, Cf. 2 Chronicles 3:1).  The journey requires three days of travel, trekking around 50 miles through an arid desert and up into some wooded mountains.  
	On the third day of the trip, Abram sees the place he is to go.  He says to the two servants, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” (Genesis 22:5 ESVi)
	So Abraham takes the wood that is required to make a burnt offering and he ties it on Isaac his son.   (The word “wood” is used 5X in this story!)  Abraham carries in his hands the fire and the knife used to kill the sacrificial animal.  And they BOTH voluntarily and willingly go up the mountain on this journey TOGETHER.
	Along the way, Isaac becomes curious, “Abbi. Daddy!” 
	Abrahams replies, “Here I am, my son.  Ask whatever you want to ask.”
	Isaac says, “Well, I feel the wood on my back and I see the fire in your hand.  But where Is the lamb for a burnt offering?”  Are we not forgetting something really important!
	Abraham answers his son, “God will provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.”  (In this chapter, the word “son” appears 13X!) 
	Isaac is content with that answer.  He knows the LORD too.  He knows that the Lord is faithful in all His ways with those who believe in Him.  And so the two of them keep climbing up the mountain together.
	They arrive at the place where God directs them to go and there Abraham builds an altar out of the stones that are scattered on the ground.  No stones have ever been as heavy as the ones that Abraham uses to build this altar.  Abraham takes up the wood and places it on top of the altar and then he binds his son, his only son, Isaac, whom he loves with a rope then he places Isaac on top of the altar.  Isaac fully and willingly cooperates with his father.  He could have fought or run away or resisted.  But he gives himself the will of his dad.
	The moment arrives for Abraham to make the sacrifice.  With tears flowing down his face, Abraham reaches out and grabs hold of the knife . . . he lifts it above his son’s precious body and is about to plunge it in to his son when an angel of the LORD calls to him from heaven in a loud voice, “Abraham!  Abraham!” 
	Abraham is frozen in place as he replies, “Here I am!”
	“Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” (Genesis 22:12 ESVi)
	Abraham looks up from his son lying on the altar and he turns to look behind where he is standing and there is a ram with its great curled horns caught in a thick bush.  Abraham walks over the the ram and secures it before releasing it from the bush.  Then then helps Isaac off of the altar and he places the ram on the altar where he sheds the blood of the ram as a burnt offering in the place of his son!
	So Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will provide.” And throughout Israel’s history the people said, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided!”  Abraham used the covenant name “Yahweh” in this declaration.  
	Stop there in the story for a moment.  We will get to the last few verses at the end.  

Main Idea:  God’s generosity to sacrifice for us motivates us to believe in Him . . . to trust Him even in hard commands and even in painful losses.  

Five Principles to Grow in Our Sacrifice to God

Principle #1:  Our Generous LORD tests our faith.  We expect severe trials.
 
After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, 

“Here I am.” He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him.  (Genesis 22:1-3 ESVi)
Clearly, God is the one who is testing Abraham.  God calls Abraham to yield to God the gift that has brought him the most joy and pleasure in all of his life.  Abraham treasures his son and God asks him to yield him back to the LORD.  
Why? Why would God take Isaac from Abraham?  The LORD does not explain to Abraham the reason for this test.  He simply asks Abraham to trust Him in it.  
God has a kind intention for Abraham in this test . . . He ALWAYS does!  The testing of faith often involves the gifts that God in love gives to us.  
The gifts we possess are ours for one reason . . . the LORD is a good and generous God.  He freely gives happy blessings to every person . . . both the righteous and the unrighteous receive bounty from His hand.  
Yet the story teaches us that God often uses His gifts to test our faith.  

Truth:  The tests God sends our way are meant to help us value God Himself more than we value His gifts to us.   

If we look to His gifts for our happiness, our souls shrink away from life and health.  We become idolaters who do not know God, nor worship Him as God.  If we look to the LORD Himself as our treasure, we will thrive not only in this world, but also forever and ever.  

Question:  Are we looking to the LORD or to His gifts for our happiness in life?

How does Abraham pass this test? Abraham knows the LORD and this enables Abraham to trust in the LORD.  He knows that the Lord is sovereign.  He knows that the Lord is good.  He knows that the Lord is faithful to His promises.  He knows that the Lord loves him.  And so Abraham is able to obey because he knows the LORD who is in control of his life.  Do you know the LORD?

Truth:  The secret to the obedience of faith is close personal fellowship with this living God.  If we wander from our walk with Christ, we will disobey Christ.  We keep His commands because we know by experience His generous love.  

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. (James 1:2-4 ESV)

Sometimes God tests us through adversity . . . Abraham experienced that test when he and Sarah were not granted a baby and when a marauding king took his nephew Lot’s family as slaves.  

Other times God tests through surrender . . . this is the test of Genesis 22.  The tests of surrender is often more difficult than the tests of adversity.  Will Abraham yield to the LORD and obey Him even when it is costly to do so?

Both tests of adversity and tests of surrender are given by God to bless us.

Is God calling you to surrender any good gift for His glory?  Finances?   Time?   Sports? Recreation?  Hobby?  Promotion?  Treasured possession?  Dream for your life?  Goal?

Both Tests of Adversity and Tests of Surrender can injure our soul if we do not receive them by faith.  Very important to learn how to benefit from trials rather than be injured by them.  

Abraham did not pass every test.  He sometimes forgot who the LORD is and he failed to obey in faith.  Example:  Hagar.  Lying about Sarah.  

God ordains trials for your life.  Question:  Will I benefit from them? 
 
Three Practices to benefit from trials
Practice #1:  Consider the LORD to be the primary cause of each trial. Do not fixate upon the secondary causes. 
Practice #2:  Count the trials as joy.  The LORD guarantees that trials will eternally benefit our lives and not diminish our lives.  Let us believe that!
Practice #3:  Reflect on the promises of God in the midst of our trials.

Principle #2:  Our Generous LORD makes sure promises to uphold us in trials.  We cling to His promises.
 
So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.”  (Genesis 22:3-5 ESV)

	Abraham IMMEDIATELY obeys.  He gets up early the next morning.  If ever there was a day to sleep in, this is it!  Yet Abraham has no delay in his obedience to the LORD.  Satan first tempts us to DELAY before he convinces us to DISOBEY.  
	Abraham walks for nearly three days from Beer-sheba to Mount Moriah.  During that time he is thinking . . . thinking . . . thinking.  He is mulling over the promise that the LORD made to him in Genesis 17.  Isaac is the son of promise.  God did not give an explanation to Abraham, He gave him something more powerful.  The LORD gave Abraham a promise.  

By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in the act of offering up his only son, of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” He considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back.  (Hebrews 11:17-19 ESV)

As Abraham thinks about the promise God made to him and the COMMAND God gives to him, he KNOWS that there is NO CONTRADICTION.  Abraham reasons, “God does not contradict Himself.  God is not a liar.  God promised that a nation would flow from Isaac.  Isaac is not married yet.  Isaac has no son.  So IF I obey the LORD, then the LORD has to perform a miracle.  Isaac must live or God will be proven false.  AND THAT IS NOT GOING TO HAPPEN.  So, if I sacrifice my son on an altar, the Lord will raise him up from the dead.  That is the only logical conclusion.  
God is ABLE to do that.  God is FAITHFUL to do that.  Resurrection from the dead is compatible with what I KNOW of the LORD.  But lying is NOT COMPATIBLE with who the LORD is.  So me and the boy will both return to my servants.”
	Abraham “reasoned” his way to hope.  He fights off the influences of emotion, human values, confusion, and self-determination and he obeys in faith.”  

	Friends, let us cling to God’s promises!  Can you think of one promise that you need that God has NOT already made?  

I am deeply moved by Abraham’s obedience to the LORD.  His obedience flows from his faith.  Is such obedience not the true measure of our spiritual life?  
We have a very skewed sense of spirituality in our day.  We think we are spiritual if we have good feelings, certain emotions, mystical experiences, refined disciplines, or Bible knowledge.  But a person can have all these and not be spiritual at all!  

Truth: True spirituality shows itself through surrendered obedience.  To obey is better than sacrifice!  Jesus says, “If you love Me, you will keep my commandments.”  

Principle #1:  Our Generous LORD tests our faith.  We expect severe trials.
Principle #2:  Our Generous LORD makes sure promises to uphold us in trials.  We cling to His promises.

Principle #3:  Our Generous LORD completely provides for us.  We trust Him.  
 
And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. (Genesis 22:6-8 ESV)

Abraham’s faith expresses confidence in the LORD to provide WHATEVER is needed in the moment.

Truth:  When we have the LORD, we need nothing else.  He will provide . . . even when our needs seem impossible to address.  

Ah, Lord GOD! It is you who have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and by your outstretched arm! Nothing is too hard for you.  (Jeremiah 32:17 ESV)

The Lord provides for us in the exact place of our obedience to Him.  The ram would not have gotten caught in the thicket were it not for Isaac being on the altar.

“When he arrived at the mountain—a checkpoint on the journey of faith—God provided the sacrifice Abraham needed instead of his son. God always provides what we need, right when we need it. We can trust him with our daily needs, sustenance through hard trials, and ultimately the payment of our sins through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. Brothers and sisters, God loves us, and every trial is meant to draw us closer to him. Will you trust him through the test or trial you are facing today?”  Joe Bobchick

Principle #1:  Our Generous LORD tests our faith.  We expect severe trials.
Principle #2:  Our Generous LORD makes sure promises to uphold us in trials.  We cling to His promises.
Principle #3:  Our Generous LORD completely provides for us.  We trust Him.  

Principle #4:  Our Generous LORD glorifies His Son.  We worship Him!
 
Genesis 22 is a story that teaches us to trust in the LORD and obey Him at all times.  It is a story of God’s faithfulness to us when we live by faith.  BUT this is also a story that points us to the GOSPEL.  The Good News of the Bible is the God provides the sacrifice we need as sinful people to approach Him, to know Him, to dwell with Him forever.  

The New Testament tells us the Gospel in such detail and wonder!

JOHN 3:16

But this Gospel is foreshadowed and prophesied all through the OT as well.  The first glimpse of the Gospel was in the Garden right after Adam and Eve sinned . . . right after the judgment of death fell upon the whole world.

I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”  (Genesis 3:15 ESV)

Review Genesis 3:15.  Now Genesis 22 , points to the same promise of a Messiah who redeems sinful man from the curse of sin.  The whole story is an illustration of the Gospel yet to come!

Shadows of the Redeemer who is to come:
1. The Son is born into the world in a humanly impossible manner.
2. Father loves the Son with an intense love. 
3. The Father and the Son walk together up to the mountain of sacrifice.
4. The location of Mt Moriah is Mt Calvary.  The site is divinely directed.
5. A substitutionary sacrifice for sin is necessary for worship.
6. The provision of the Lamb is predicted ahead of time.
7. The fire points to the holiness of God in judgment on sin.
8. The wood of the sacrifice points to the wood of the cross.  The wood is the burden that the Son Himself bears to make the sacrifice for us.
9. The Son willingly lays down His life as a sacrifice.  John 10.
10. The Father has the knife in His hand poised to strike the Son.  Isaiah 53.
11. The Son is raised from the dead.  Cf Heb 11:19
12. A worthy sacrifice is provided miraculously by God.  John 1:29

The one BIG difference between the stories is that God the Father did bring the knife down upon His own Son.  Jesus IS the lamb provided by God to be our hope for salvation.  There is no other lamb that could bring us forgiveness and make us right with God.

Little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. (1 John 2:1-2 ESV)

The LORD is so generous that He does NOT spare His own son, His own beloved son, Jesus, whom He loves.  The Father offers His Son to be Your sacrifice.  What will you do with Jesus?  

Principle #5:  Our Generous LORD rewards faith.  We hope in His reward!

Pick up the story of Genesis 22:15

And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven (Genesis 22:15 ESV)

Story:  The angel of the LORD (who is the preincarnate Messiah) calls to Abraham a second time. 

“By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” (Genesis 22:16-18 ESV)

The obedience that flows from faith multiplies God’s blessing in our lives.  We will never regret obeying the LORD, even when obedience brings immediate pain in to our lives.    Abraham did not lose a son through his obedience to God, he gained a future for himself and his family. 

In Hebrews 11, as the Holy Spirit is reminding us about Abraham’s faith, the Holy Spirit places a commentary about Abraham and about all those listed in this chapter who lived by faith.

These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.  (Hebrews 11:13-16 ESV)

Biblical hope is the confident anticipation of a future day when our reward is fully realized.  

Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him.  (James 1:12 ESV)

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. (Romans 8:18 ESV)

Conclusion:   God’s generosity to sacrifice for us motivates us to believe in Him . . . to trust Him even in hard commands and even in painful losses.  He is the same.  He is faithful and will not fail us.  Have you benefitted from the Lamb that God has provided?  
   
What does faith do when we have such a generous God caring for us?

1. Faith trusts in Him.  No circumstance separates us from His love.
2. Faith obeys Him.  No command is burdensome when we experience His lavish provision of Jesus for us.
3. Faith sacrifices for His glory.  No offering surpasses the offering He made for us.
4. Faith looks to the future reward.  Nothing will rob us of the reward that God promises to those who believe.  

Five Principles to Grow in Our Sacrifice to God

Principle #1:  Our Generous LORD tests our faith.  We expect severe trials.
Principle #2:  Our Generous LORD makes sure promises to uphold us in trials.  We cling to His promises.
Principle #3:  Our Generous LORD completely provides for us.  We trust Him.
Principle #4:  Our Generous LORD glorifies His Son.  We worship Him!
Principle #5:  Our Generous LORD rewards faith.  We hope in His reward!




