Gospel Justification
Galatians 2:14-16

Truth:  Confusion about the Gospel will keep a person out of heaven.  We are right to define the Gospel, to defend the Gospel and to declare the Gospel so that sinners can receive the hope of eternal life.

Main Idea:  We are justified by God’s grace through faith in Jesus the Messiah.  By works of the Law no person is ever justified.  Jesus’ work on the cross saves us without the addition of any work we do.  

The Meaning of Justification:  God’s declaration.

Justification:  The legal act by which God declares the guilty sinner as innocent, indeed as righteous, in relationship to His holy Law.  To be justified is to be accepted by God as though we have perfectly fulfilled His Law and have not broken it in even small ways.

Sanctification:  The spiritual work by which God through His Spirit progressively conforms the life of His child into the image of Jesus.  To be sanctified is to be transformed more and more by God’s Spirit resulting in our growth of practical righteousness in thought, word and deed.

Principle:  Sanctification follows justification, but is NOT a part of justification.  To be justified is to change our standing before the LORD.  To be sanctified is to change our whole person before the LORD.  

The Means of Justification:  Jesus’ accomplishment.

Truth: The Law was never intended to pave a road to heaven.  The law was given to show us that we are lost.  

Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.” (Isaiah 53:4-6 ESV)

“Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for guilt,”  (Isaiah 53:10 ESV)

Truth:  In Jesus’ suffering, God the Father’s hand directly inflicts punishment for our sin upon His Son whom He loves.
“For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord.””  (John 10:17 ESV)

Penal Substitutionary Atonement: The covering for sin (atonement) that Jesus made in our place (substitutionary) by suffering the punishment of our sin (penal) for us.  

“and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,”(Romans 3:24 ESV)

“For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”  (2 Corinthians 5:21 ESV)

Principle:  When we add human righteousness in to the Gospel, the message becomes so perverted that Paul calls it “a different Gospel”.  In other words, adding works righteousness to the Gospel does not create another version of the same Gospel, adding human performance creates a different message altogether.  

Principle:  Our acceptance rests upon what Christ has done for us, not what we do for Christ.  A changed life sprouts as the result of our justification, not as a condition for our justification.  

The Moment of Justification:  Simple faith.

“We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.” (Isaiah 64:6 ESV)

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9 ESV)

Principle:  If anything other than faith were a condition to receive God’s righteousness, then God’s righteousness could not be said to be a free gift. 
 
Application:  If the Gospel is by human achievement, I would have to wait some time to earn my salvation.  But if the Gospel is by God’s accomplishment, I can receive His free gift immediately right now.  

“Faith is the eye that looks to him, the hand that receives his free gift, the mouth that drinks the living water.” John Stott
